Chapter 8 On the Nobility of the Month of Sha’'ban

In this chapter, we mention the points about the nobility of the month
of Sha' ban and its benefits. It includes several sections.

Section 1 On its Nobility Based on Narrations and the Intellect

The month of Sha'ban is a great month and it includesight on which Al-Mahdi
(MGB) was born through whom the Almighty God keeps the lights of Islam lit
and protects beliefs from harm of the enemies. This will be explained in its
proper place in detail.

This is also a month that has a high rank and people may become prosperous by
means of benefiting from it. To show the nobility of this month, it is enough to
state that God's Prophet (MGB) has clearly chosen it for himself. He (MGB)
has cried to God's Threshold and said the following for those who help him

(MGB) by means of fasting during this month. He (MGB) said, “Sha’ban is
my month. God's Mercy be on those who assist me in my month.”
Thus, whoever wishes to go under the shade of the protection of this
supplication and mercy should assist the Prophet of God (MGB) in
this month and become one of those mentioned by the Prophet
(MGB). Based upon this, when you enter this month you should know
that you have left the month of Rajab and you are not protected by it
and you want to enter the month of Ramadhan after becoming
prepared in this month by cleaning up the body organs in private and public.
Thus, you should acquire the needed preparation for this month by doing good
deeds, good speech and avoiding bad deeds.
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Section 2 On the Prophet Honoring the Month of Sha’ban at the
Time of Seeing Its Crescent

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of Safvan ibn
Mihran al-Jamal: "Abu Abdullah (MGB) told me to encourage my companions
to fast in the month of Sha'ban.” | said: “May | be your ransom! Do you
consider a specia virtue for fasting in it?” He (MGB) said: “Yes.
When God’'s Prophet (MGB) saw the crescent for the month of
Sha'ban, he (MGB) ordered the caller in Medina to publically
announce the following, 'O’ people of Yasrib!' | am God's Prophet
(MGB) sent to you. Be aware that Sha ban is my month. Thus, God’s

' Medina
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mercy be upon those who assist me in my month."”

Then Imam Sadiq (MGB) added: “The Commander of the Faithful Ali
(MGB) said, 'Since | heard the voice of the caller of God's Prophet (MGB)
about the month of Sha'ban — if God wills — I will not abandon fasting in the
month of Sha ban during my lifetime.’ ” Then Imam Sadiq (MGB) said:
“Fasting for two consecutive months is considered to be [ accepted]
repentance by God.”
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In the fifth volume of the book series Al-Muhimat Vat-Tatimat we reported

the deeds of the first night of each month. And also in the book related to the
deeds of the months, we have reported the supplications to be read at the time of
seeing the crescent in each months. Thus, at the time of seeing the crescent of
the month of Sha'ban also you should act upon them and if someone does not
have that book, he should read the following supplications if God wills.

“O" my God! Thisis the crescent of the moon for the month of Sha' ban. You
know its goodness better than we do. O' my God! Please let it be a source of
bliss, security, forgiveness and pleasure, and as a means to fend off dangers
during it. Please let it be a means of protection from those who disobey and
accuse. Please honor us for performing its ceremonies and let us be covered by
Your Mercy and Benevolence during it. Please purify us during it such that we
can enter the month of Ramadhan and attain the noblest of what any of the
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Mudims and believers have attained by Your Mercy! O the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful.”

The supplications for seeing the crescent of the moon for any month was
mentioned amongst the supplications for the month of Ramadhan in the sixth
part for seeing the crescent of the moon. Thus, you may use it when seeing the
crescent for the month of Sha' ban too.
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Section 3 Prayers for the First Night of Sha’ban

The following is found narrated on the authority of the Prophet (MGB):
“Whoever says one-hundred units of prayers on the first night of the month of
Sha’ban and in each unit he recites the Opening Chapter once, ‘Say: He is
Allah, the One and Only'once. Once finished praying recite the Opening
Chapter of the Qur’an fifty times. I swear by Him who rightfully appointed me
to the Prophethood that whoever says this prayer and fasts as a servant, God the
Sublime will fend off the evils of the residents of the heavens and the earth, the
Evil Ones and kings from him. God would forgive seventy-thousand major sins,
and remove the torture of the grave from him. Neither Munkar nor Nakir?
would not frighten him. He would be taken out of the grave with his face
shining like the full moon. He would cross the Bridge like lightning and his
Record of Deeds would be handed to his right hand.” ”

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Tkhlas 112:1.
% the two angels who question the dead after being laid in the grave
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Another Prayer for the First Night of Sha’ban

The following is found narrated on the authority of the Prophet (MGB):
“Whoever says twelve units of prayers on the first night of the month of
Sha’ban, and in each unit he recites the Opening Chapter and ‘Say: He is Allah,
the One and Only’* fifteen times, God the Sublime would grant the reward of
ten-thousand martyrs, record the reward of twelve years of worshipping for him,
and take away his sins as if he isewborn baby. God would also grant him a
palace in Paradise for each verse of the Qur’ an that he recites.” ”
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Another Prayer for the First Night of Sha’ban

The following is found narrated on the authority of the Prophet (MGB):
“Whoever says two units of prayers on the first night of the month of Sha ban
and in each unit he recites the Opening Chapter once, ‘Say: He is Allah, the One
and Only’*three times and says, ‘O’ my God! This is my covenant with You
until the Resurrection Day,” God would protect him from Satan and his troops

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Tkhlas 112:1.
% The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
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Another Prayer for the First Night of Sha’ban, Its Second and Third
Nights with Fasting during the Days

The following is found narrated on the authority of the Prophet (MGB):
“Whoever fasts on the first three days of Sha’ban, and wakes up at nights and
says two units of prayers and in each unit he recites the Opening Chapter once
and ‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only’* eleven times, God the Sublime would
fend off the evils of the people of the heavens and the earth, the evils of Satan
and his troops, and the evils of all oppressive kings from him. I swear by Him
who rightfully appointed me to the Prophethood that God would forgive
seventy-thousand major sins that are between him and God the Honorable the
Exalted, and would fend off the torture of the grave, the departure of the soul
from the body, and its hardships.” ”
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Section 4 On Narrations regarding Fasting the Whole Month of
Sha’ban

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Abu Ja'far ibn
Babuyih in his book Thawab Al-A'maal that the Prophet (MGB) was asked:

' The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
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“What is the noblest time to fast?” He (MGB) replied, “Fasting in Sha’ban in
exaltation of the month of Ramadhan.”

We read the following in another narration on the authority of Umma Salma —
may God be pleased with her — in Thawab Al-A'maal : “The Prophet (MGB)
did not fast any whole month except for the whole month of Sha ban and
continued it with the month of Ramadhan.”

The following is narrated through a chain of documents by Abu Jafar
Muhammad ibn Babuyih in his book Man La Yahzaruh Al-Fagih on the
authority of Abu Jafar (MGB): “Fasting al the month of Sha ban will cause
purity from all slippages, vasme and badere.” Abu Hamzih asked, “What is
meant by vasme?’ He (MGB) replied, “ Swearing and betting to commit sins.”
Abu Hamzih asked, “What is meant by badere?” He (MGB) replied, “ Swearing
at times of anger and repentance from it resultsin remorse.”

The following is reported by Abu Ja far ibn Babuyih in one of his books on the
authority of Abu Ja'far (MGB): “The Prophet (MGB) fasted during the months
of Sha’ban and Ramadhan. He connected the fasting of the two months together
but forbade the people from doing that. They are months of God. They are
expiation for all your past and future sins.

What is meant by ‘They are months of God’? There are narrations indicating
that Sha ban is the Prophet's month. This is because what belongs to the
Prophet (MGB) belongs to the Almighty God. Perhaps when it is said, ‘He
connected the fasting of the two months together but forbade the people from
doing that’ is for the people not to fast two consecutive months without any
breaks and what is meant is to set one or two days of breaking the fast between
the two consecutive months. The following narration acknowledges this. It is
narrated through a chain of documents to Al-Mufaz zal ibn Umar, on the
authority of Abi Abdullah As-Sadiq (MGB): “My father used to take a one day
break between Sha’ ban and Ramadhan.”

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Al-Halabi on the
authority of Abi Abdullah (MGB): “It is good to fast in the month of Sha ban.
However, it is better to take a one of two day break in between Sha ban and
Ramadhan.”

If you wish to attain the perfect prosperity obtained by fasting all the month of
Sha ban, you should try to do so before you die. If there is any obstacle which
we mentioned for you in doing so, then fast as much of it as you can.
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Section 5 On the Nobility of the Month of Sha’ban and the
Nobility of Fasting on its First Day

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of Abu Ja far ibn
Babuyih — may God be pleased with him — in his books Thawab Al-A’maal and
Al-Amali with a chain of documents on the authority of the Prophet (MGB):
“Once when the Prophet's companions were describing the nobilities of the
month of Sha’ban, the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘ That isoble month. It is my month.
The angels who carry the Throne honor it and recognize its nobility. That is the
month in which the sustenance for the fasting month of Ramadhan is increased
for the believers. That is the month of doing deeds and in it God rewards good
deeds seventy-fold, with evil deeds eliminated, sins forgiven and good deeds
accepted. God the Compeller takes pride in it near His Servants and looks upon
his fasting and staying up at night and takes pride in them in front of the carriers
of the Throne. Then Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) stood up and said, ‘O’ Prophet of
God! May my parents be your ransom! Please explain the rewards of fasting
during this month so that our will to fast during it is reinforced and we attend to
more worshipping of the Honorable the Exalted Mighty God.” Then the Prophet
(MGB) said: ‘God the Honorable the Exalted would record the reward of
seventy good deeds equal to the worshipping of one whole year for whoever
fasts on the first day of Sha’ban.” ”

a0 033 ol pyno Juads o giredls Slonds s Jiad po 0,55 Lac ((0) Juid

ade dll olyioy w0 sl ool Same I J) Balial G5 Ly, Ty ade Ul oo Jgu J1 oy 15 I

JB: U JUiedl gy s o5 el Jo 1 ] oslials JlasV) 5 LSy adled LS e

St phs b bl (Glad Jliab el wlowal S105 185 AT, e Ul o Al o
Lasly cglinedl ad o 5 Oliae s gt sLall Bl3 0 48 ol g s i Copad g andans o pall Ao 5
Brdly ¢ onem Bl il b Jandl gh 25 ragedl Gl b cntiy 6V Olad o
walshy ol I oy 5 esliad 4 oaly S o jlondly g Bodly ) shin 315 A gl
o Al gy b ool ol ol 20 e ke I o o plis . ) e gy 2L
el Lo JWB ad Joms 5o Jolodd dgmdy anldy aslio (3 38 ola3) aliliad o L U

.ma;pdwwtu}w&,yuwg,;s;,wyﬁdjruy:aﬂ,



396 Supplications and Deeds for the Whole Year

Section 6 On the Nobility of Fasting onon-Specified Day of
Sha’ban

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of Ibn Babuyih
in his books Thawab al-A’amal and Al-Amali through a chain of documents on
the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Fazl al-Hashemi, on the authority of Ja'far As-
Sadig (MGB): “The fasting in Sha'ban would get stored up for one for the
Resurrection Day. Whoever fasts a lot in Sha’ban, God would undoubtedly
improve his living conditions and suffice him against the enemies. God would
make Paradise a certainty for whoever fasts one day in Sha’ban.”
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Section 7 On Fasting One, Two or Three of Its Days

The following is narrated through a chain of documents on the authority of
Ja far As-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority
of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of God’s Prophet (MGB): “Sha ban
is my month and Ramadhan is the Honorable the Exalted God’s month. I shall
intercede on behalf of whoever fasts one day during my month. God shall
forgive all the past sins of whoever fasts for two days during my month.
Whoever fasts three days during my month will be told to restart his deeds.”

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Abu Ja'far
Muhammad ibn Babuyih in his book Man La Yahzaruh Al-Fagih, on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Hazm al-
Azudy, on the authority of Aba Abdullah As-Sadiq (MGB): “Paradise is a
certainty for whoever fasts on the first day of Sha’ban. Everyday God would
look upon whoever fasts two days of Sha'ban as long as he is in this world and
in Paradise. Whoever fasts three days of it would visit God in His Throne in
Paradise every day.”
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Perhaps what is meant by ‘God would visit him in His Throne in Paradise every
day’ is that he shall be amongst the residents of God somewhere on the Throne
where he could be called one of the pilgrims of God, just as God has established
the Holy Ka'ba as His Sacred House and anyone who goes to visit there has
indeed visited God.
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Sheikh ibn Babuyih — may God have mercy on him - in his book Man La
Yahzaruh Al-Faqgih said that this narration refers to the pilgrimage of the
Prophets (MGB) of God in Paradise and that their pilgrimage is similar to God’s
pilgrimage.

There are many narrations on this issue. Visiting and feeding a believer, and
clothing him is like visiting God. It is like having treated God this way.
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Section 8 On the Nobility of Giving Charity and Asking For
Forgiveness During the Month of Sha’ban

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of Sa’ed ibn
Abdullah, through a chain of documents on the authority of Dawood ibn Kasir
al-Rugqi: “I asked Aba Abdullah Ja'far ibn Muhammad As-Sadiq (MGB) about
fasting during the month of Rajab. He (MGB) said, “Why don’t you ask about
fasting in Sha’ban?’ | said, “O’ son of God's Prophet (MGB)! What is the
reward of one who fasts on a day of the month of Sha ban? He (MGB) replied,
“By God it is Paradise!” Then | said, “O’ son of God’s Prophet (MGB)! What is
the best thing to do during it?” He (MGB) replied, “Giving charity and asking
for forgiveness. Whoever gives charity during the month of Sha ban, God
would raise it just like you raise a small camel. Then God would give it to you
on the Resurrection Day whileit is aslarge as Mount Uhud.”
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Al-Sheikh Abu Ja far ibn Babuyih reported in his book Al-Amali where he has
narrated the following on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Fazzal having
said that he heard Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB) say: “Whoever asks the Blessed
and the Sublime God for forgiveness seventy times during the month of
Sha ban would be forgiven by God even if his sins are as numerous as the
number of the stars.”

Conons 1B JLiab p Jo o ) o3y ol 55 Lacd adlal 3 4 gl ol Sia o o) JB
Bdew%gQw)ﬁ)udJ\jwlwJﬂdb@&&\a\puﬂwyw&;&



Chapter 8 On the Nobility of the Month of Sha’ban 399

Section 9 On the Nobility of Exalting God and Asking for
Forgiveness During the Month of Sha’ban

The following is found in the books on acts of worship narrated on the authority
of the Prophet (MGB): “Whoever says the following a thousand times during
the month of Sha’ban ‘There is no God but God. We do not worship
anyone other than Him, being sincere in our faith even though
the polytheists detest this!,” God would record the reward of one-
thousand years of worshipping for him and remove the sins of a
thousand years from him. On the Resurrection Day, he would be taken
out of the grave with his face shining like the full moon. He would be
recorded amongst the truthful ones.” ”
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Especial Form of Asking for Forgiveness on Every Day of Sha’ban

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of Muhammad
ibn al-Hassan al-Saf'far in the book Fazl al-Dua through a chain of
documents that Abu Abdullah (MGB) said: “Whoever says the
following supplications seventy times on each day of Sha'ban, ‘I ask
God for forgiveness. There is no God but Him. He is the Living, the Self-
Subsisting. Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. And I repent to Him.” We

read the following in another narration on the authority of my
grandfather Abi Ja far a-Tusi — may God have mercy on him: “I ask God for
forgiveness — Him besides whom there are no Gods. Most Compassionate, Most
Merciful, the Living, the Self-Subsisting, and repent to Him.”

We read the following in another narration by Al-Saffar: “These shall
be recorded on the Clear Horizon!” When asked what is meant by ‘the
Clear Horizon’, the answer was, “It is a plain field in front of the
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Throne where rivers flow and contains drinking vessels as many as the
stars.”

We read the following in another narration on the authority of my
grandfather Ja'far al-Tusi: “These shall be recorded in the Clear
Horizon and continued it the same as above with ‘as many as there are
stars in the sky!” ”
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Section 10 Supplications for the Month of Sha’ban

The following is reported on the authority of Ibn Khaluyat al-Hussein ibn
Muhammad, whose nickname was Abu Abdullah, about whom Al-Najjashy has
said that he lived in Halab and knew about our faith as well as Arabic, literature,

poetry, etc. He has also been named by Muhammad ibn al-Najjar in Al-
Taz' yeel and in the third volume of Al-Tahseel. Ibn Khaluyat al-Hussein
was a leader and one of the rare people in terms of his knowledge and
courtesy. The people rushed to see him from around the world. He
resided in Halab and was respected by the Al-Hamdan. He also
perished there. The following supplications are that of the Commander
of the Faithful Ali (MGB) and the other Divine Leaders (MGB) from
his Household (MGB). They recited it during the month of Sha ban.
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“O" my Lord! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny
(MGB). Please listen to my prayers when I call on You; listen to my call when |
call You; and turn to me when I call You. I have come running to You and am
standing before You, imploring You in humility, crying to You, and hoping to
get the reward You have for me. You see me, You know what is in my heart,
and You are aware of my needs. You know what is in my mind and are not
unaware of my afterlife and my present life, of what I want to begin my speech
with; of the demand I would utter, and of the hopes I have in regard to my well-
being. O my Master! Whatever Y ou have destined for me up to the end of my
life, public or private is bound to come. What is to my advantage and what is to
my disadvantage — all my losses and gains are in Your Hand, not in the hand of
anyone else. My Lord, if You deprive me, who will provide me; and if You let
me down, who will help me? O my God! | take refuge in You from Your
Wrath and earning Your displeasure. O my God! If | am not fit for gaining
Your Mercy, You are certainly fit to be generous to me due to Your Vast
Compassion. O' my Lord! | seeasif | am standing before Y ou protected by my
trust in You. You did what befitted You and covered me with Your
Forgiveness. O' my God! Who is more suitable than You to forgive me? If the
time of my death has come near and my deeds have not still brought me close to
You, I make this confession of my sins as a means of approaching You. O’ my
God! I have been unjust to my soul for I have not looked after it. It will
certainly be doomed if You do not forgive me. O' my God! You have aways
been kind to me during my lifetime. Please do not cut off Your Favor from me
at the time of my death. O’ my Lord! How can I lose the hope of Your Kind
Consideration after my death, when you have always been good to me during
my life. O' my Lord! In my case do what befits You and bestow Y our Favors
on me — a sinner enwrapped in ignorance. O' my God! Verily You have
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concealed many of my sins in this world. Yet, [ am in a greater need of their
being concealed in the Hereafter. As You have not revealed my sins even to any
of Your Servants in the ranks of the righteous. Please do not disgrace me on the
Day of Resurrection in front of everybody. O' my God! Indeed Y our Generosity
has expanded my hope in You, and Your Forgiveness is superior to my deeds.
Therefore, please make me happy with allowing me to meet You on the day
Y ou administer justice to Your Servants. O' my God! My apology to You isthe
apology of one who cannot afford it not to be accepted. Therefore, please accept
my apology! O the Most Benevolent of those to whom the evil-doers
apologize. O' my God! Please do not turn down my request; do not foil my
desire; and do not cut off my hope and expectation of You. O’ my God! If You
had wanted to disgrace me, You would not have guided me; and if You had
wanted to expose my faults and vices, You would not have kept me safe and
sound. O' my God! | do not think that You will turn me down regarding my
demands for which | have spent my whole life. O’ my God! All praise belongs
to You — praise that is forever and ever, everlasting, eternal, increasing and not
diminishing as You like and are pleased. O' my God! If You question me for
my crimes, I will cling to Your Pardoning, and if You question me for my sins,
I will cling to Your Forgiveness! If You drag me into Hell, I will inform its
inmates that | love You. O my God! Although my deeds are too small
compared to how much I should obey You, my aspirations are high compared to
what | should expect of You. O my God! How can | go away from You
deprived and disappointed, when I had high hopes in Your Benevolence to send
me back with mercy and deliverance. O' my God! | have wasted my life by
forgetting You. I have ruined my youth intoxicated with staying away from
You. O’ my God! | did not wake up when | was under a delusion about Y ou and
was inclined to earn Your displeasure. O' my God! Here | am — Your servant,
the son of Your servant, standing before You and hoping to benefit from Your
Generosity! O my God! | am Your servant! | want to rid myself of the sins |
used to commit in Your presence because I lacked the sense of feeling ashamed
that You were looking at me. I ask You to forgive me, because forgiveness is a
characteristic of Your Kindness. O' my God! | was not strong enough to abstain
from Your disobedience, except when You awakened me to Your Love. Then I
was exactly as You wanted me to be. I am thankful to You for including me in
Your Generosity and purging my heart of the impurities of being negligent to
You. O my God! Please look upon me as one You caled and he responded,
and You helped by using his services, and he obeyed You. O’ the All-near Who
is not far from one who is away from You. O’ Munificent! O’ He who does not
withhold His reward from one who hopes for it. O’ my God! Please bless me
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with a heart with passion to bring it near You, and a tongue with which truth
may be submitted to Y ou, and a vision withature to bring it close to You. O’ my
God! Whoever gets acquainted with You is not unknown; whoever takes shelter
under You, is not disappointed; and one to whom Y ou turn, is not endaved. O’
my God! One who follows Your Path is enlightened; and one who takes refuge
in You, is protected. O’ my God! | have taken refuge in You. Therefore, do not
disappoint me of Your Mercy and do not deprive me of Your Kindness. O' my
God! Please place me among Your friends in the position of one who hopes for
an increase in Your Love. O my God! Please inspire me with remembering
You, and let my spiritual efforts be in success in Your Holy Names and Sacred
Position. O' my God! | invoke You to admit me to the place reserved for those
who obey You, and the abode of those who enjoy Your Good Pleasure. I can
neither defend myself nor do | control what is advantageous for me. O' my
God! I am Your servant, the weak, the sinful! I am Your repentant servant. So
do not let me be one from whom You turn away Your face, and whose
negligence has secluded him from Y our Forgiveness. O' my God! Please grant
me complete severance of my relations with everything else and total
submission to You. Please enlighten the eyes of our hearts with the light of
looking at You to the extent of penetrating the veils of light and reaching the
Treasures of Grandeur, and let our souls get filled with the glory of Your
Sanctity. O’ my God! Please let me be those You caled and they responded;
who are thunderstruck by Your Glory when You look. You whisper to them
secretly and they work for You openly. O my God! | have not allowed
disappointment to overcome my good opinion about You, and I have never lost
hope of Your Beautiful Benevolence. O’ my God! Although wrongdoings have
caused me to be degraded near You, You may forgive me in view of my trust in
You. O my God! Although my sins have made me unfit to receive Y our Tender
Affection, my firm belief of Your Compassion has awakened me. O' my God!
Although my negligence has put me to sleep instead of getting ready to meet
You, my knowledge of Your Kind Bounties has awakened me. O’ my God!
Although Your Severe Punishment calls me to Hell, the abundance of Your
Reward invites me to Paradise. O' my God! | ask Y ou and, beg You and desire
You. I ask You to bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny
(MGB). Let me be of those who always remember You and never violate the
pledge to You, who do not fail to show You their gratitude and do not take Your
orders lightly. O my God! Please let me be attached to the Light of Your
Majestic Glory, so that I may know You, and turn away from others, and only
fear You and watch out for You. O’ Lord of Majesty, Bounty and Honor! Please
bestow blessings and peace be on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) — the
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immaculate and may His peace be on them plentifully.”
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Supplications for Noon of Each Day of Sha’ban

My grandfather Abi Ja far al-Tusi narrated the following and Muhammad ibn
Ali Al-Tarazy reported it in his book in his own handwriting, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Yahya, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Sayari,
on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Mujahid, on the authority of his father. Ali ibn
al-Hussein (MGB) prayed at noon on each day of Sha ban and on the middle
day of Sha'ban he prayed for the Prophet (MGB) with the following
supplications, “O’" my God! Bestow Your Blessing on Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB) — the tree of Prophethood and the position of the Prophetic
mission and where angels will come and go; the treasurers of knowledge, the
Household of revelations. O' my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) who are like a boat sailing in the deep
waters of a fathomless sea. Whoever rides it is saved and whoever abandons it
is drowned. Whoever overtakes it is misled and whoever falls behind it is
ruined. Whoever adheres to them is united with them. O' my Lord! Please
bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) — who are the
secure shelter, who help the persecuted and the helpless, who are a resting place
for the fugitives; savior of the frightened ones, and supporter of those who seek
support. O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB) - blessings that are abundant, pure, which should please them
and grant them their due rights by Your Strength and Power — O’ Lord of the
worlds! O' my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB) - the pure, the good whose rights have been made incumbent
upon us by You and the obedience to whom has been deemed obligatory upon
us by You and whose divine leadership over us has been deemed obligatory
upon us by You. O my God! Bless Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). O’
my God! Please revive my heart with obedience to You and do not make me
ashamed of my disobedience to You. Please bless me with sympathy with those
whose sustenance is restricted with the abundance in my share of sustenance out
of Your Nobility, and by displaying Your Justice to me and letting me live
under Your Shade. And this is the month You have attributed to Your Prophet
(MGB) — the master of Your Messengers. It is the month of Sha ban which
You have encompassed with Your Mercy and Pleasure. God’s Prophet (MGB)
used to spend time in devotion during its nights and observed fasts during its
days humiliating himself before You honoring and respecting it till his
departure from this world. O’ my God! Please help usin following his tradition
and in achieving hisintercession. O’ my God! Appoint him as an intercessor for
me and his intercession is accepted by You and appoint him to show us a
Simple Path towards You and make me his follower until I meet You on the
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Day of Resurrection in a state that You be pleased with me ignoring my sins for
You have prescribed nobility and pleasure from you and my entertainment of a
Permanent Abode and the abode of good people.”
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Section 11 On the Nobility of Every Thursday in Sha’ban and
Praying on That Day

This deed is reported amongst the deeds for the first of Sha ban as it could
coincide with a Thursday. Then you would have it available to perform. If the
first of the month does not coincide with a Thursday, you should perform it on
the first coming Thursday to be cautious and avoid negligence.

We found the following highly honored narration on the deeds for the month of
Sha’ ban on the authority of our Master Ali ibn Abi Taib (MGB), who narrated
that God's Prophet (MGB) said, "On every Thursday of the month of Sha’ban,
the heavens are decorated and the angels say, ‘O God! Please forgive whoever
fasts on this day and fulfill his supplications” Whoever says two units of
prayers on it and in each unit says the Opening Chapter once, ‘Say: Heis Allah,
the One and Only 'a hundred times, and bestows blessings upon Muhammad
(MGB) a hundred times after he finishes his prayers, God would fulfill all his
needs in this world and the Hereafter. Whoever fasts for one day during it, God
would forbid the Hell-fire from touching his body.” ”

We read the following in another narration on the authority of the Prophet
(MGB): “God would grant anyone who fasts on the twenty-fifth day of Sha ban
to get some reward. God would fulfill twenty of his needs in this world and
twenty of his needs for the Hereafter.”
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' The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
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Section 12 Deeds for the Second Night of Sha’ban

The following is found narrated on the authority of the Prophet (MGB):
“Whoever says fifty units of prayers on the second night of the month of
Sha’ban and in each unit he recites the Opening Chapter once, ‘Say: He is
Allah, the One and Only’* plus the Chapters Al-Nas and Al-Falaq once, God the
Sublime would order the Honorable Recorders (Kiraman Katibin)® not to record
the wrongdoings of the servant for one year. God would give him a share of the

reward of the worshippers in the heavens and the earth. And by Him who
rightfully appointed me to the Prophethood, no one but the wretched,
the hypocrite or the corrupt people would avoid getting up on this
night along with much noble remembrance.’” ”
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Section 13 On the Nobility of Fasting Two Days of Sha’ban

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Abu Jafar ibn
Babuyih in his books Thawab Al-A’maal and Al-Amali narrated through a chain
of documents on the authority of the Prophet (MGB): “Whoever fasts two days

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Tkhlas 112:1.
2 Kiraman Katibin: angels writing down your deeds: “But verily over you (are

appointed angels) to protect you, kind and honorable, writing down (your deeds).
They know (and understand) all that ye do.[The Holy Qur’an: Infitar 82:10-12].
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during the month of Sha ban, his committed destructive wrong deeds shall be
wiped off.”
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Section 14 Deeds for the Third Night of Sha’ban

The following is found narrated on the authority of the Prophet (MGB):
“Whoever says two units of prayers on the third night of the month of Sha’ ban
and in each unit he recites the Opening Chapter once, and ‘Say: He is Allah, the
One and Only’! twenty-five times, God would open eight doors of Paradise for
him on the Resurrection Day, and would close seven of the gates of Hell to him
and put one thousand attires and one thousand crowns on him.
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Section 15 On the Nobility of Fasting Three Days of Sha’ban

The following is narrated on the authority of Abu Ja far ibn Babuyih in his
books Thawab al-A'amal and Al-Amali narrated through a a chain of
documents on the authority of the Propeht (MGB): “Whoever fasts three days of
Sha’ban shall be given seventy raise in ranks of pearls and rubies in Paradise.”
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' The Holy Qur'an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
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Section 16 Deeds for the Third Day of Sha’ban Being the
Birthday of Al-Hussein (MGB)

Beware that the various reports on the birth date of our Master Al-Hussein
(MGB) - may the noblest blessings be upon him — are mentioned in Al-Tarif
Lilmulid al-Sharif.

In that book we strived to clearly mention the names of the books from which
we reported the various narrations. Here, we shall only reportarration in which
his birth date is reported to be on the third day of Sha'ban and we will act
accordingly.

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of my
grandfather Abi Ja far al-Tusi who narrated the following regarding Sha ban on
the authority of Al-Qasim ibn al-Al’a a-Hamadaniy, the representative of Imam
al-Hassan al-'Askariy (MGB) that our Master al-Hussein (MGB) was born on
the third of Sha'ban. Thus, it is recommended that you fast on this day and
recite the following supplications:

“O” my God! I ask You for the sake of the one born on this day, the one
promised with martyrdom before the beginning of his life and before his birth,
for whom the heavens and all their inhabitants wept; and so did the earth and
those living on it before he even stepped on it. He is the mourned for slain; the
Master of the Family of Prophethood; the one who shall be backed with victory
on the Day of Return; the one awarded for being slain with Divine Leadership
to his offspring; and healing in his soil; salvation when he returns; and Trustees
from his Progeny (MGB) after the advent of their Riser (MGB)' and his
occultation to take revenge and retaliate, and please the Compeller Lord, and be
the best supporters. May God's blessings be perpetually upon them with the
passage of nights and days. O' my God! | implore You for their sake — like the
imploration of a sinful one who confesses of his guilt, and has done bad to
himself, due to his violations — in the past and the present. I ask You for
protection from now until death. O’ God! Please Bestow Blessings upon
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) and resurrect us amongst his group and
allow us to dwell with him in the House of Nobility and the Abode of
Residence. O’ God! As 'Y ou have honored us with his recognition, please honor
us with being near to him, bless us with his companionship and closeness,
include us with those who submit to his orders, and those who often bestow
blessings upon him when they mention him, and also upon all his Trustees

' Imam Mehdi (MGB)
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(MGB) and Chosen Ones (MGB), who are defined by You as twelve persons,
being the luminous stars, and the Proofs over all mankind. O my God! Please
grant us on this day the best of grants, and fulfill all our prayers on this day, in
the same way that You bestowed Al-Hussein (MGB) to Muhammad (MGB): his
grandfather, and in the same way as the angel Futrus sought refuge to him in his
(i.e. Al-Hussein) cradle' . We thus seek refuge with his tomb after his
martyrdom, witness his soil, and expect his return. Amen! O' Lord of the
worlds!”
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"It has been reported on the authority of Abdullah ibn Abbass that on the day when Imam
Hussein was born, God ordered Gabriel to descend and congratulate the Holy Prophet on His
Behalf and on his own. While descending, Gabriel passed over an island where the angel Futrus
had been banished due to his delay in executing a commission assigned by God. He was deprived
of his wings and expelled to the island where he remained for several years praying and
worshipping God and asking for His forgiveness. When the angel Futrus saw Gabriel, he called
out, ' Where are you going, O Gabriel?' Gabriel replied, ' Hussein, the grandson of Muhammad is
born, and God has commanded me to convey His congratulations to His Apostle.' Thereupon, the
angel Futrus said, 'Can you also carry me along with you since then Muhammad (MGB) might
make a recommendation to God on my behalf." Gabriel took the angel Futrus along with him,
came to the Holy Prophet, offered congratulations to him on behalf of God and himself and
referred the case of the angel Futrus to him. The Holy Prophet (MGB) told Gabriel, 'Ask the angel
Futrus to touch the body of the newly-born child and return to his place in Heaven.' On doing this,
the angel regained his wings instantly and ascended towards the Heaven while praising the Holy
Prophet and his newly-born grandson.
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Next recite the following supplications of Al-Hussein (MGB) that were the last
supplications he (MGB) recited on the day the enemies overcame him (MGB):
“O" my God! You are verily the Most Exalted in position, Magnificent in
Omnipotence, Mighty in Prowess, Self-Sufficient from the creatures, Ample in
Magnificence, Powerful over what You want, Close in Mercy, Truthful in
Promise, Opulent in Favors, Good in Trial, Near when called, All-
encompassing of what He has created! Acceptor of repentance of those who
repent to You! The Powerful to do what He wills, the Taker that takes whatever
He demands! You are the Thankful for those who thank You, the Rememberer
of those who mention You. I pray You for I need You; and I desire You for [
am in need of You; and I resort to You for I am terrified; and I weep before You
for I am grief-stricken; and I seek Your help for I am weak; and I rely on You
for I trust in none but You. Please make a ruling between our people and us for
they have deceived us, disappointed us, betrayed us, and killed us. We are verily
the Progeny of Your Prophet (MGB), and the sons of Your beloved one -
Muhammad ibn Abdullah (MGB) whom You chose for the Divine Mission and
for keeping Your Revelation. Please provide an easy way out of our affairs. By
Your Mercy. O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.”

Ibn Ayyash said: “I heard Al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn Sufyan al-Bazoofari say that
Aba Abdullah (MGB) used to say these supplications on this day and say that
these are the supplications for the third day of Sha ban that is the birthday of
Al-Hussein (MGB).”



