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(The Supplication of Kumayl ibn Ziyad )
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Dy 0 Ky mayl Merits

Kumayl Ibn Ziyad Nakha'i (r.a) was a confidant amongst the
companions of Imam Ali Ibn Abi Talib (a.s) and this sublime Du'a was
first heard from the beautiful, though anguished, voice of Imam Ali
(a.s). According to Allama Majlisi (r.a) Kumayl had attended an
assembly in the Mosque at Basra which was addressed by Imam Ali
(a.s) in the course of which the night of the 15th of Shaban was
mentioned. Imam Ali (a.s) said-"Whosoever keeps awake in
devoutness on this night and recites the Du'a of Prophet Khizr,
undoubtedly that person's supplication will be responded to and
granted. When the assembly at the Mosque had dispersed, Kumay!
(r.a) called at the house where Imam Ali was staying, and requested
him to acquaint him with Prophet Khizr's "Du'a". Imam Ali (a.s) asked
Kumayl (r.a) to sit down, record and memorize the "Du'a" which Imam
Ali (a.s )dictated to Kumay!l (r.a).
Imam Ali (a.s) then advised Kumayl (r.a) to recite this "Du'a" on the eve
of (i.e. evening preceding) every Friday, or once a month or at least
once in every year so that, added Imam Ali (a.s), "Allah may protect yu
from the evils of the enemies and the plots contrived by impostors. O'
Kumayl! in consideration of your companionship and understanding, |
grant you this honour of entrusting this "Du'a" to you.".
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O' Allah send Your blessings on Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad.
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allahumma salli "ala muhammadin wa ali muhammadin




In the Name of Allah,

the All-beneficent, the All-merciful.
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bismi allahi alrrahmini alrrahimi




O Allah, I ask You by Your mercy, which embraces |
all things; ‘
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allahumma in-ni as-aluka bi-rah-matikal-lati wasi at kul-la shay




And by Your strength, through which You
dominatest all things,
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wa bi-qu-watikal-lati gahar-ta biha kul-la shay
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And toward which all things are humble
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wa khada'a laha kul-lu shay




And before which all things are lowly;
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wa dhal-la laha kul-lu shay
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And by Your invincibility through which You
overwhelmest all things,
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wa bi-jabarutikal-lati ghalab-ta biha kul-la shay
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And by Your might, which nothing can resist;
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wa bi'izzatikal-lati la yagumu laha shay
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{ And by Your tremendousness, which has filled all .'
things; |
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wa bi'azamatikal-lati mala-at kul-la shay




Dyd Kymayl
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wa bisul-tanikal-ladhi "ala kul-la shay
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And by Your face, which subsists after the
annihilation of all things,
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Dy Ky mayl

And by Your Names, which have filled the
foundations of all things;
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wa bi-as-ma-ikal-lati malat ar-kana kul-li shay
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i And by Your knowledge, which encompasses all
things;
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wa bi'il-mikal-ladhi ahata bikul-li shay
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And by the light of Your face, through which all
thlngs are |Ilum|nedI
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wa bi-nuri waj-hikal-ladhi ada-a lahu kul-lu shay




O Light! O All-holy!
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O First of those who are first
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And O Last of those who are last!
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wa ya a-khiral-a-khirin
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O Allah, forgive me those sins which tear apart
safeguards!
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allahumma-igh-fir liyadh-dhunubal-lati tah-tikul isam




O Allah, forgive me those sins which draw down
adversities!
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allahumma-igh-fir liyadh-dhunubal-lati tunzilun-nigam




O Allah, forgive me those sins which alter

blessings!
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allahumma-igh-fir liyadh-dhunubal-lati tughy-yirun-ni am
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O Allah forgive me those sins which hold back
supphcaﬂon'
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Dy Ky mayl

O Allah forgive me those sins which cut down the |
| hopes! ‘
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allahumma-igh-fir liyadh-dhunubal-lati tag-tau'r-raja




O Allah, forgive me those sins which draw down
tribulation!
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|O Allah, forgive me every EinEI have committed and |

every mistake | have made!
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allahumma-igh-fir liya kul-la dham-bin adhnabtuhu wa kul-la khati-atin akh-
tatuha




O Allah, verily | seek nearness to You through
remembrance of You,
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allahumma inni ataqarrabu ilayka bi-dhik-rik
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wa as-tash-fiu' bika ila naf-sik




Dy Ky mayl

{ And | ask You through Your munificence to bring
me near to Your proximity,
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wa as-aluka bi-judika an tud-ni-yani min qur-bik
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And to provide me with gratitude toward You
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wa an tuzi'ani shuk-rak
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And to inspire me with Your remembrance.
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wa an tul-himani dhik-rak
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O Allah, verily | ask You with the asking of a
submissive, abased and lowly man to show me
forbearance, to have mercy on me
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allahumma in-ni as-luka suala khadii'm-mutadhal-lilin kha-shii'n an tusamihani »_
wa tar-hamani




And to make me satisfied and content with Your
appomtment and [make me] humble in every state.
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wa taj- alani bi-gasamika radiyan gani n wa fi jamii'l-ah-wali mutawadi aa




O Allah, | ask You the question of one whose
Indigence Is extreme,
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allahumma wa as-aluka suala manish-tad-dat fagatuh




! And who has stated to You in difficulties his need
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wa anzala bika i'ndash-shada-idi hajatahu




Dyd Kymayl

IAnd whose desire for what is with You has become|.

great.
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wa azuma fimai‘ndaka ragh-batuhu




O Allah, Your force is tremendous, Your place is

lofty,
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allahumma "azuma sul-tanuka wa "ala makanuk




{ And Your deception is hidden, Your command is

manifest,
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IAnd Your domination is overwhelming, Your power |
IS unhindered '
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| And escape from Your governance is impossible.
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wa-la yum-kinul-firaru min huku-matik
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O Allah, I find no forgiver of my sins, |
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allahumma la ajidu lidhunubi ghafira
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Nor concealer of my ugly acts
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wa-la ligaba-ihi satira




Nor transformer of any of my ugly acts into good
acts but You
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wa-la lishayim-min "amali-yal-gabihi bil-hasani mubad-dilan ghayrak




There is no god but You!
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Glory be to You, and Thine is the praise!
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sub-hanaka wa biham-dika




| have wronged myself,
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zalam-tu naf-si




And | have been audacious in my ignhorance
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And | have depended upon Your ancient
remembrance of me and Your favour toward me. |,
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wa sakan-tu ila gadimi dhik-rika [i wa man-nika "alay
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O Allah! O my Protector!
bHBOY BO F

¥ y gtU¥ RO| g+ O} e U%

VI DVAIN; VI DFZF DJF |

allahumma maw-lay




How many ugly things You hast concealed!
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kam-min gabihin satar-tah
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How many burdensome tribulations You hast
abolished!

Fy ORAPBRH Y A B BY 330 F|

w4 NdRgbél QUy uys OFE b| BjUS+

B L NN

:

DFZIBBl V[IL ;BT A,FVM K[ S[ HI[GFYL T[] DG]

wa kam-min fadihim-minal-bala-i agal-tah




And how many stumbles You hast prevented!
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And how many ordeals You hast repelled!
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wa kam-mim-mak-ruhin dafa'tah




Dy Ky mayl

And how much beautiful praise, for which | was
unworthy, You hast spread abroad!
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wa kam-min thana-in jamilil-las-tu ah-lal-lahu nashar-tah




O Allah, my tribulation Is tremendous,
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allahumma "azuma balai




And my bad state is excessive,
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wa af-rata bi suo-u hali




And my acts are inadequate,
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wa gasurat bi a mali
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wa ga adat bi agh-la-li
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| And my far-fetched hopes have held me back from |
my gain "
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Its offen,ces__and my d,elay have deceive,d me. |
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iAnd this world with its delusions, my own soul with|
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wa khada at-nid-dunya bi-ghururi-ha wa naf-si bi-jinayatiha wa mita-li
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{ O my Master! So | ask You by Your mlght not to let my evil |

works and acts veill my supplication from You,
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And not to disgrace me through the hidden things |
' You knowest of my secrets ‘
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wa-la taf-dah-ni bi-khafi-yi mat-tala'ta "ailayhi min sir-ri




And not to hasten me to punishment for what |
have done in private:
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wa-la tu ajil-ni bil-u'qubati "ala ma "amil-tuhu fi khalawati




My evil acts in secrecy and my misdeeds
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| And my continuous negligence and my ignorance |
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wa dawami taf-riti wa jahalati




Dyd Kymayl

{ And my manifold passions and my forgetfulness. |
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wa kath-rati sha-hawati wa ghaf-lati




And by Your might, O Allah, be kind to me in all
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| And be gracious to me in all affairs! |
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wa alay-ya fi jamii'l-umuri "atufa




ask removal of my affliction and regard for my affairs! |
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’ My God and my Lord! Have | any but You from whom to |
|

ilahi wa rab-bi mal-li ghayruka as-aluhu kash-fa dur-ri wan-nazara fi am-ri!




My God and my Protector! You put into effect through me b
a decree in which | followed the caprice of my own soul}
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ilahi wa maw-laya aj-rayta "alay-ya huk-mant-taba’tu fihi hawa naf-si
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1And [I] did not remain wary of adorning my enemy.
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wa lam ah-taris fihi min tazyini "adu-wi
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So he deluded me through my soul's caprice and
| therein destiny favoured him
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fa-ghar-rani bi-ma ah-wa wa as- adahu "ala dha-likal-gada




So, iIn what was put into effect through me in that
| situation, | transgressed some of Your statutes
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fa-taja-waztu bi-ma jara alay-ya min dha-lika ba'da hududik
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And disobeyed some of Your commands.
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wa khalaf-tu ba'da awamirik




| So Thine Is the argument against me in all of that
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falakal-huj-jatu "alay-ya fi jamii' dhalik
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! I have no argument in what Your destiny put into
| effect through me therein
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nor in what Your decree and Your tribulation
Imposed upon me.
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wa alzamani huk-muka wa balauk




Now | have come to You, My God, after my |
shortcoming and my immoderation toward myself i
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wa gad ataytuka ya ilahi ba da tag-siri wa is-rafi "ala naf-si




Proffering my excuse, regretful,
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Broken, apologizing,
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mun-kasiram-mus-tagilama




Asking forgiveness, repenting,
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mus-tagh-firam-muniban




Acknowledging, submissive, confessing.
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mugqir-ram-mudhi‘'nam-mu a-tarifa




| I1find no place to flee from what occurred through
me,
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| Nor any place of escape to which | may turn in my |
affairs,
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wa-la mafza'an atawaj-jahu ilayhi fi am-ri
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Other than Your acceptance of my e&use and Your entering}/

me into the compass of Your mercy. |
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ghayra gabulika u'dhri wa id-khalika i-yaya fi sa'tim-mir-rah-matik
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O Allah, so accept my excuse,
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allahumma faqg-bal u'dhri




Have mercy upon the severity of my affliction
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war-ham shid-data duri




Dyd Kymayl

1 And release me from the tightness of my fetters,
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: My Lord, have mercy upon the weakness of my body, the
thinness of my skin and the frailty of my bones.
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ya rab-bir-ham da'fa badani wa rig-gata jil-di wa dig-gata azmi




10 You who gave rise to my creation, to the remembrance of |
‘ me, to the nurture of me, to goodness toward me and to |
nourishment on me,

cV V@ MR UM S D P BE Y FuMa F|
B s e oA |
¥ Ur é)i Ap N O UAL CCU+O| @) ¢ =00 @@, 100000V

L N %* Q@ RYs Of Pl ¥y © GO@Un 4é) % y PQO OGRO x|
VI DGBINFSZGEZ '

VI DFAZJZLX SZGFZ VG| G[SL SZGF

ya mam bada khal-qi wa dhik-ri wa tar-bi-yati wa biri wa tagh-dhi-yati
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—, Bestow upon me for the sake of Your having given
rise [to me] with generosity and Your previous
goodness to me!
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O Allah, my Master and my Lord!
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ya ilahi wa say-yidi wa rab-bi
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| Canst You see Yourself tormenting me with Your |
| fire after | have professed Your Unity
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aturaka mu adh-dhibi binarika ba da taw-hidik




And after the knowledge of You my heart has
embraced,
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wa ba da man-tawa ailayhi gal-bi mim-ma rifatik




And the remembrance of You my tongue has
constantly mentioned
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wa lahija bihi lisani min dhik-rik




| And the love of You to which my mind has clung,
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wa a tagadahu zamiri min hub-bik




And after the sincerity of my confession and my
supplication, humble before Your Iordshlp’P
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wa ba'da sid-qi- a-tirafi wa du aa-i khadi aal-li-rububi-yatika




Far be it from You! You art more generous than thatj
| You shouldst squander him whom You hast |
nurtured,
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hayhata anta ak-ramu min an tuday-yi a mar-rab-baytah




Or banish him whom You hast brought nigh,

0 Op MPPhRENV WIT BLF T

x;] }Ply N[ Pli@%di | AT oNL¢F vy ONp 340xG¢ Uy R

VYJF N}Z SZBYGDS] H{GHNLSZ[,M CMI

aw tub-i'da man ad-naytah




| Or drive away him whom You hast given an abode
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aw tushar-rida man a-aytah




Or submit to tribulation him whom You hast spared |
and shown mercy.
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aw tus-s-lima ilal-bala-i man kafay-tahu wa rahim-tah
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Would that | knew, my Master, My God and my
Protector,
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wa layta shi a-ri yay say-yidi wa ilahi wa maw-lay
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{Whether You wilt give the Fire dominion over faces |
fallen down prostrate before Your
Tremendousness,
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atusal-litun-nara "ala wujuhin khar-rat li- azamatika sajidah




|And over tongues voicing sincerely the profession
of Your Unity and giving thanks to You in praise, |
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wa ala al-sunin-nataqgat bi-taw-hidika sadigataw-wa bishuk-rika madihah
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And over hearts acknowledging Your Divinity
through verification,
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wa ala qulubin-"a-tarafat bi-ilhi-yatika muhaqg-gigah
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{ And over minds encompassing knowledge of You |
‘ until they have become humble ‘
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wa ala dama-ira hawat minal-i'l-mi bika hat-ta sarat khashi ah
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{ And over bodily members speeding to the places of Your |,
worship in obedience and beckoning for Your forgiveness|
| In submission. :
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wa ala jawariha sa't ila aw-tani ta'b-budika ta-i ataw-wa asharat bis-tigh-farika {
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No such opinion is held of You! Nor has such been
reported - thanks to Your bounty 8 concerning |
You

6 DY I ey v prr [P T ForD y
PV BFP¥BALT

¥ @GO+ N id @ONEG ¥by AOIN Rg  rwxy A) b¥%i ) RO BN
Rgl @l @ b|RO[¥bPd | ¢ OD1gAxdRE

TM V[J] GYL U]DFRY[TFZL :
Vd VDG[ TFZF Oh, AFAT[ V[J5&ND/BARL

ma hkadhaz-zan-nu bika wa-la ukh-bir-na bi-fadlika anka

~ g—

—




O All-generous! My Lord,
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And You knowest my weakness before a little of
this world's tribulations and punishments,
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And before those ordeals which befall its
Inhabitants,
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wa ma yaj-ri fiha minal-makarihi "ala ah-liha




short, whose subsistence is but little and, whose period is|'
but fleeting. |
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So how can | endure the tribulations of the next |
world and the great ordeals that occur within it? |

|HHV3ly A H A YD H § x3im
’j h YI\P B pHIF |

L m@OUy; OFE bPlz ¢ @ wyeéeOdH O Cx1B0 K Ri PAAG

| tIFZS[D  SZLG[ YX[ VFB[ZTGL AF\IMGEBRJ
VG V[ VFB[AIEL VIV BT CMI K& |

fa-kayfah-timali li-bala-il-akhirati wa jalili wuqui'l-makarihi fiha!
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For it is atribulation whose period is long, whose station
endures and whose sufferers are given no respite,
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Slnce It only occurs as aresult of Your wrath, Your |,
vengeance and Your anger, |
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li-an-nahu la yakunu il-la "an ghadabika wan-tigamika wa sakhatik
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|And these cannot be withstood by the heavens and |
the earth.
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O Master, so what about me?!
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For | am Your weak, lowly, base, wretched and
miserable slave.
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My God! My Lord! My Master! My Protector!
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ya ilahi wa rab-bi wa say-yidi wa maw-lay




For which things would | complain to You?

HvmOtr FP ntcHEHH BB y B

OBl #E bl b b Ol Oz NjUy

O] TFZF TIGvSIFSFDNXSFIBMm

—

li-ay-yil-umuri ilayka ash-ku




| And for which of them would | lament and weep?
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For the pain and severity of chastisement?
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li-alimil-"adhabi wa shid-datih
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So if You takest me to the punishments with Your |
enemies,
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And gatherest me with the people of Your
tribulation
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And separatest me from Your friends and saints, |
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{ Then suppose, My God, my Master, my Protector and my
Lord that | am able to endure Your chastisement,
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fa-hab-ni ya ilahi wasay-yidi wa mawlaya wa rab-bi sabar-tu "ala "adhabika




How can | endure separation from You?
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fakayfa as-biru "ala firagika




| And suppose that | am able to endure the heat of

Your fire, i
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wa hab-ni sabar-tu "ala har-ri narika
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How can | endure not gazing upon Your
generosity?
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fakayfa as-biru "an-nazari ila karamatik




Or how can | dwell in the Fire while my hope is Your}|
pardon’> '
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am kayfa as-kunu fin-nari wa raja-i "af-wuk
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swear sincerely, if You leavest me with speech
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i So by Your might, my Master and my protector, |
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| will lament to You from the midst of the Fire's

Inhabitants with lamentation of the hopeful,;
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ladij-jan-na ilayka bayna ah-liha dajijal-amilin
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| will cry to You with the cry of those crying for
help;
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| will weep to You with the weeping of the bereft;
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{ And | will call to You, Where art You, O Sponsor of |
the believers, |
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O Goal of the hopes of Your knowers,
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O Aid of those who seek assistance,
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O Friend of the hearts of the sincere
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And O God of all the world's inhabitants!
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Canst You see Yourself 0 "Glory be to You My God, and ||
Thine is the praised 8 hearing within the Fire the voice of|
a slave surrendered to You,
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afaturaka sub-hanaka ya ilahi wa biham-dika tas-mau' fiha saw-ta "ab-dim-mus- |




Imprisoned there because of his violations,
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sujina fiha bi-mukhalafatih




Tasting the favour of its torment because of his
disobedience,

| Ou FasOPts p PR Vip K UKCHERMM

y ONgOpPd ¥y Ay O[{p yé)0 Of KAGE[ 1P R

| |
VGVhFAGRHF RFEIgGDDEIGFCMGF ;AA
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And confined within its levels because of his sin

and crime,
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While he laments to You with the lament of one

hopeful for Your mercy,
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And calls to You with the tongue of those who
profess Your Unity
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wa yunadika bi-lisani ahli taw-hidik
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,while_ he has hope for YoHr prfvious clerpency?, |
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’I\/Iy Protector, so how should he remain in the chastisement,}
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Or how should the Fire cause him pain while he
expects Your bounty and mercy?
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am kayfa tu-limuhun-naru wa huwa ya-malu fadlaka wa rah-mataka




Or how should its flames burn him, while You
hearest his voice and seest his place?
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Or how should its groaning encompass him, while |
| You knowest his weakness? ‘
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Or how should he be convulsed among its levels,
while You knowest his sincerity?
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Or how should its keepers torture him while he
calls out to You, O Lord?
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Or how should he have hope of Your bounty in
| freeing him from it, while You abandonest him
within it?
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-' Far be it from You! That Is not what is expected of |
You,
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Nor what is well-known of Your bounty,
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{ Nor it is similar to the goodness and kindness You |
hast shown to those who profess Your Unity. |
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decreed concerning the chastisement of Your deniers
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iSo | declare with certainty that were it not for what You hast |/

fa-bial-yaqini ag-tau' law-la ma hakam-ta bihi min ta dhibi jahidik




And what You hast foreordained concerning the |
everlasting home of those who stubbornly resist, |
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| You wouldst make the Fire, all of it, coolness and
safety,
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And no one would have a place of rest or abode
within it.
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You wilt fill it with the unbelievers,
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Both Jinn and men together,
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And that You wilt place those who stubbornly resist}
therein forever.
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and wernt gracious through kindness as a favour,
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’ And Youd majestic is Your eulogyd said at the beginning |
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What? Is he who has been believer like unto him who has
been ungodly? They are not equal
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{ My God and my Master! So | ask You by the power |
] You hast apportioned i
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And by the decision Wthh@OE East determined and

Imposed and through which You hast overcome him
toward whom it has been put into effect,
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wa bil-gadi-yatil-lati hatam-taha wa hakam-taha wa ghalab-ta man "ailayhi aj-
raytaha




| That You forgivest me in this night and at this hour |
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Every offence | have committed,
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And every sin | have performed,

PChCOBnTBMFUSEAF 1
Ol 9g RGP ¥bd Ol yOUg %i 0Oy =+

NZ[S E},G[ [ HIZD[K] |
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And every ugly thing | have concealed
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wa kul-la gabihin as-rar-tuh
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And every folly | have enacted
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Whether | have hidden or announced It,
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Or | have concealed it or manifested it
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And every evil act which You hast commanded the |
' Noble Writers to record, ‘
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Those whom You hast appointed to watch over
what appears from me
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al-ladhina wak-kal-tahum bi-hif-zi ma yakunu min-ni




And whom You hast made, along with my bodily
members, withess against me.
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wa ja'l-tahum shuhudan "alay-ya ma' jawarihi




‘ And You wast Yourself the Watcher over me from
behind them,
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wa kunta antar-ragiba "alay-ya miw-wara-ihim
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