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Praise: The reality of Praise is the attribution of perfections to its Source. Since all goodness and existential
perfections emanate from Him, even the act of praise is a perfection attributable to Him alone. The Almighty
must be praised perpetually, eternally as infinite and unfathomable is His Goodness. He Himself expects the
Praise (al-Hamd) in the temporal and eternal realms?, and makes praising a sign of the Intellect?.

Cling to what stands out: Normally what stands out from someone, is more noticeable and easier to hold
onto. What stands out from the disobedient servant is his crimes and sins, while what stands out from the
Merciful Lord is His Pardon and Forgiveness. So, cling to the All-Pardoning All-Forgiving God® when the human
falls short, which for him results in his decreased attention and proximity from the Lord, meanwhile Who
openly invites: “Indeed | am surely Extremely Forgiving towards the one who repents, acts virtuously and
attains guidance”?.

My True Love is my identity: Being thrown into Hell fire is torment, what is more agonizing is the distancing
from the Beloved. Conversely, with God’s Love, not only everything becomes pleasant; even the fire of Hell -
resulting from His Absolute Wisdom and Mercy, and one’s own sinful actions - becomes a source of pleasure.
My True Love has become my identity, that | sport before the inmates of Hell. At a certain level the question
becomes poignant; What really should sets the soul of a seeker more on fire - the Hell fire or the Love of the
Beloved?! Perhaps, the intensity of the Hararah of Hubb’Allah is no match for any other heat. The result: the
servant becomes more Obedient®, more involved in Remembrance, eventually more in-synchrony with Divine
Love.

Humility elevates, Hope uplifts: The secret to progress towards the Almighty lies in utter humility before Him.
The more a servant accepts his level of obedience to be insignificant, while giving significance to the Hope in
the Almighty and possessing a Good Opinion of God’s Generosity; the wayfarer is setting the stage for his
elevation towards His Proximity.

Reflection: What role does our perception and good opinion of the Almighty play in our lives?

Discussion (with a scholar): What is the actual reality of Hellfire - embodiment of God’s Wrath and/or Mercy?
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