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Munajat Sha“baniyyah (12) — Don’t turn away from me!
Based on the exposition by 'Ayatullah Shaykh Muhammad Bagqir Tahriri
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My God, increase me in Your Walayah, Your Mahabbah, Your Dhikr, ability to reach Your Names, Your Sanctity!

In this section of the Munajat, the servant seeks the quintessence from his Lord — the station of Guardianship and
Walayah, which makes the humble obedient servant reach the position where the secrets of God’s creation are exposed
to the wayfarer, and he in his journey becomes more proximate, and resultantly an agent for execution of the Divine
mission. With this rise comes increase in Love; not only sought, but acquired, through the constant and perpetual,
unadulterated Remembrance of the Beloved, whose Mention evokes endearment, whose Names are sources of human
felicity and whose Sanctified Position is the ultimate goal.

The infatuation is so strong, and the ecstatic passion is so penetrating to the soul, that the wayfarer enters into a state
of seeing none but Him; not interceding through any Names, rather through the Essence (bika ’alayka), wanting to enter
into the ultimate realm of servitude and utter obedience, which shall make him rise to the station befitting the beholding
of ultimate Divine Pleasure. Now more than ever, the whisperer sees nothing in himself of himself; no ability except
through Him, no strength except His, and no way to protect or benefit himself except through Him!

Divine Love is the essence of creation, through which it was sourced, it progresses, it seeks perfection. The believers
have the most intense love for the Almighty?, which leads them from trivial goals for servitude such as fear of Hellfire,
or desire for Heaven, towards the higher goal of worship and obedience out of love for Him, considering Him worthy of
their adulation, and reaching ultimate freedom?. A person entering God’s Loving Walayah is such a worthy servant, not
only gains perpetual guidance?, enters the station of no fear and no worry?, and a state where the Almighty goes to war
for his sake and grant him more of His Love due to his performance of obligatory and supererogatory acts®. The
remembrance of the Almighty is central to the process — Dhikr is the deep connection and attachment to the Names and
the Sacred Station of the Beloved; one calls He responds, one remembers He Remembers even more, and fills the
servant’s heart with tranquility and solace®.

Insignificance seeking Significant Attention: The humble whisperer, in secret conversation, has a desperate ask from the
All-Mighty. Knowing that he is nothing but insignificance and existential poverty, the only link to survival is the constant
Attention from the Significant. At this stage, words cannot describe, hearts cannot fathom but through the Mercy and
Strength of the One who Pardons and Perfects!

Reflection: What does it mean to be an agent of the Almighty, executing His Mission, being under His Walayah?

Discussion (with a scholar): Oblivion takes away while Remembrance returns — how does one maintain perpetual
Remembrance of the Almighty?
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