KHADIJA DAUGHTR OF KHUWAYLID

In the year 595, Muhammed son of Abdullah, Propifiéslam, was old enough to go
with trade caravans in the company of other kinsfmam the populous Quraish tribe.
But the financial position of his uncle, Abu Talwho raised him after the death of
his father, had become very weak because of thensgs ofifada andsigaya the
housing and feeding of pilgrims of the holy “Houske God” which Abraham and
Ishmael had rebuilt following damage caused byetaral rain. It was no longer
possible for Abu Talib to equip his nephew, Muhardm&ith merchandise on his
own. He, therefore, advised him to act as agentafanoble lady, Khadija bint
(daughter of) Khuwaylid, who was the wealthiestsparin Quraish. Her genealogy
joins with that of the Prophet at Qusayy. She whad{ja daughter of Khuwaylid ibn
Asad ibn "Abdul-"Ozza ibn Qusayy. She, hence, wdistant cousin of Muhammed.

The reputation which Muhammed enjoyed for his hgnasd integrity led Khadija to
willingly entrust her mercantile goods to him fales in Syria. She sent him word
through his friend Khazimah ibn Hakim, a relativehers, offering him twice the
commission she used to pay her agents to tradeeobdhalf. Muhammed, with the
consent of his uncle Abu Talib, accepted her offer.

Most references consulted for this essay make aatamention of Khadija. This
probably reflects a male chauvinistic attitude whdoes a great deal of injustice to
this great lady, the mother of the faithful whoseaith contributed so much to the
dissemination of Islam. It is not out of place ktlzat we should learn a little bit more
about this great lady.

If you wish to research the life of this great lathe best references are: al-Sayyuti's
Tarikh al Khulafa,Abul-Faraj al-Isfahani'&\ghani,lbn Hisham'sSeera,Muhammed
ibn Ishaq'sSeerat Rasool-Alh, and Tarikh al-rusul wal mulukby Abu Jafar
Muhammed ibn Jarir al-Tabari (839-923 A.D.). Of tilese books, only al-Tabari's
Tarikh is being translated (by more than one translatdriarseveral volumes) into
English. One publisher of Tabari's Engli§arikhis the press of the State University
of New York (SUNY).



Alslam did not rise except through Ali's sword anldaHllija's wealth, a saying goes.
Khadija al-Kubra daughter of Khuwaylid ibn (son &$ad ibn "Abdul-"Ozza ibn
Qusayy belonged to the clan of Banu Hashim of tibe of Banu Asad. According to
some historians, Quraysh's real name was Fahr,handas son of Malik son of
Madar son of Kananah son of Khuzaimah son of Madirigon of llyas son of Mazar
son of Nazar son of Ma'ad son of Adnan son of Isela(lshamel) son of Ibrahim
(Abraham) son of Sam son of Noah, peace and bigssi Allah be upon the
prophets from among his ancestors. According tairaber of sources, Khadija was
born in 565 A.D. and died in 620 A.D. at the age&bbf but some historians say that
she died ten years later. Khadija's mother, whopraing to some sources, died
around 575 A.D., was Fatima daughter of Za'ida ab#\sam of Banu "Amir ibn
Ghalib, also a distant relative of Prophet Muhammehkadija's father, who died
around 585 A.D., belonged to the "Abd al-'Ozza dathe tribe of Quraysh and, like
many other Qurayshis, was a merchant, a succdas$ihessman whose vast wealth
and business talents were inherited by Khadija whdm the latter succeeded in
faring with the family's vast wealth. It is saidathwhen Quraysh's trade caravans
gathered to embark upon their lengthy and arduoushey either to Syria during the
summer or to Yemen during the winter, Khadija'sagan equalled the caravans of all
other traders of Quraysh put together.

Although the society in which Khadija was born wasribly male chauvinistic,
Khadija earned two titlesAmeerat-QurayshPrincess of Quraysh, aadl Tahira, the
Pure One, due to her impeccable personality artdotis character, not to mention
her honorable descent. She used to feed and cththgooor, assist her relatives
financially, and even provide for the marriage bbde of her kin who could not
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3-Story house of Khadija where she and the Propheff Islam lived and where their
daughter, Fatima, was born, before its demolitionn 1413 A.H./1993 A.D.
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Dome over the grave of Khadija"éft the Bagee’ Cemerlxé before its demolition.

By 585 A.D., Khadija was left an orphan. Despitatithand after having married
twice—and twice lost her husband to the ravaging war$ wihich Arabia was
afflicted—, she had no mind to marry a third time thoughwhe sought for marriage
by many honorable and highly respected men of threbiAn peninsula throughout
which she was quite famous due to her businessndgsalShe simply hated the
thought of being widowed for a third time. Her fitsusband was Abu (father of)
Halah Hind ibn Zarah who belonged to Banu "Adiyyd dhe second was Ateeq ibn
"Aith. Both men belonged to Banu Makhzoom. By hest husband, she gave birth to
a son who was named after his father Hind and vemoecto be one of the greatest
sahabisof the Prophet. He participated in both battleBatlr and Uhud, and he is
also famous for describing the Prophet's physigeeyas martyred during the Battle
of the Camel in which he fought on the side ofinmAli ibn Abu Talib, although
some historians say that he died in Basra. All taiphy accounts describe Hind as an
outspoken orator, a man of righteousness and gahgrand one who took extreme
caution while quoting the Messenger of ahll Besides him, Khadija gave birth by
Abu Halah to two other sons: al-Tahir, and, of seyrHalah, who is not very well
known to historians despite the fact that his fatk@icknamed after him.

Who were Khadija's children by her second husbdid® is another controversy that
revolves round the other daughters or step-daugluethe Prophet besides Fatima.
These daughters, chronologically arranged, are:nabai Rugayya, and Umm
Kulthoom. Some historians say that these were K&adidlaughters by her second
husband, whereas others insist they were her darsgbhy Muhammed. The first view
is held by Sayyid Safdar Husayn in his bddée Early History of Islanwherein he
bases his conclusion on the contents of al-Sagyiaihous workTarikh al-khulafa
wal muluk(history of the caliphs and the kings). Here isri@f account of Khadija's
daughters:

Zainab, their oldest, was born before the propheigsion and was married to Abul-
"As ibn al-Rabee’. She had accepted Islam befarédsband did and participated in
the migration from Mecca to Medina. She died eam\8 A.H./629 A.D. and was
buried in Jannatul Bagee™ where her grave cantstilseen defying the passage of
time. Rugayya and Umm Kulthoom married two of Abahhb's sons. Abu Lahab,



one of the Prophet's uncles, stubbornly and opexécted his nephew's preaching;
therefore, he was condemned in the Mecci Chapterotthe Holy Qurin, a chapter
named after him. Having come to know about suchordemnation, he became
furious and said to his son&There shall be no kinship between you and me unless
you part with these daughters of Muhammed, whenmeupieey divorced them
instantly. Rugayya married the third caliph "Othmin "Affan and migrated with
him to Ethiopia in 615 A.D., five years after theception of the prophetic mission,
accompanied by no more than nine others. That a$irst of two such migrations.
After coming back home, she died in Medina in 2 A6RA3 A.D. and was buried at
Jannatul Bagee . "Othman then married her sistemWlthoom in Rabi" al-Awwal
of the next (third) Hijri year. Umm Kulthoom livedith her husband for about six
years before dying in 9 A.H./630 A.D., leaving rioldren.

One particular quality in Khadija was quite inténeg, probably more so than any of
her other qualities mentioned above: she, unlike gemple, never believed in nor
worshipped idols. There was a very small numbeClmfistians and Jews in Mecca,
and a fairly large number of Jews in Medina. Whatulght those Jews to Mecca and
Medina? Some of them had migrated from Najran, Yera#ier being massacred by a
fanatical Christian governor ruling on behalf oé ththiopian Negus. The date of the
massacre is 523 A.D., and its details are outdidestope of this book. Others had
come from Greater Syria (including Jerusalem, Riakes either escaping the
persecution of the Romans or driven by curiosity tre desire to meet a new prophet
of God whose advent was predicted in their bookee Holy Qurian tells us that
Jewish scriptures make a reference to Prophet Motein and here are proofs
testifying to this fact not from the Holy Qan but from the Jews themselves:

"Abdullah ibn Salam, a Jewish rabbi who later ooeated Islam when the Prophet
was in Medina, was asked once by "‘Omar ibn al-khatbo you have any reference
to Muhammed in your books®Yes, by Alkh, said "AbdullahAwe can identify him
by the description whereby Ah described him if we see him among you just as one
of us identifies his son once he sees him in tmepamy of other childreh According

to the reference title@ala'il al-Nubuwwah Hassan ibn Thabit, the renown poet, is
guoted by a chain of narrators sayiAgy Allah! | was a young child of 7 or 8, yet |
could very well understand whatever | heard. Oneldeeard a Jew on the summit of
a hill shouting as loudly as he could for other Séwvgo to him. "Woe unto you," said
they, "what is the matter with you?!" He said, "Bler that signals the birth of Ahmed
the prophet did, indeed, appear last night!’

Imam al-Hasan, the oldest son ofdm Ali ibn Abu Talib, is quoted in a lengthy
statement saying,

A group of Jews came to the Messenger ofiAllThe most knowledgeable person
among them asked him about certain things, angéece and blessings of &l be
upon him and his progeny, answered them for him.thirefore, accepted Islam then
took out a white sheet afqq (papyrus) wherein he recorded the statementseof th
Prophet and said to hilAO Messenger of Adh! | swear by the One Who sent you a
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Prophet in truth that | have not copied this exdegn tablets which Allh, the most
Exalted and the most Sublime, had dictated to Mesasof Amram (‘Imran). | have
also read in the Torah so many of your merits thaten doubted them. For forty
years, | have been wiping out any reference to ipothe Torah, yet whenever |
wiped it out, | saw it fixed again therein. | hasead in the Torah that nobody can
answer these questions (which | have just askeflgxzept you, and during the time
wherein you answer them, Gabriel would be on yahty Michael on your left, and
your wasi in front of you. The Messenger of ali said,AYou have surely said the
truth. Here is Gabriel on my right and Michael oy laft and mywasi Ali ibn Abu
Talib in front of me. The Jew believed and proveat his conviction was sourid.

Waraqah ibn Nawfal, one of Khadija's cousins, hathraced Christianity and was a
pious priest who believed in the Unity of the Alinig, just as early Christians did,
that is, before the concept of the Trinity crepbithe Christian faith, widening the
theological differences among the believers in &hHe reportedly had translated the
Bible from Hebrew into Arabic. His likes could beunted on the fingers of one hand
during those days in the entire populous metropafliMecca, or Becca, or Ummul-
Qura (the mother town), a major commercial centerth@ crossroads of trade
caravans linking Arabia with India, Persia, Chiaad Byzantium, a city that had its
own Red Sea port at Shuayba. Most importantly, dddwuses the Ka'ba, the cubic
AHouse of God which has always been sought foripgilgge and which used to be
circled by naked polytheigipilgrims who kept their idols, numbering 360 snaaid
big, male and female, inside it and on its roof-t&mong those idols was one for
Abraham and another for Ishmael, each carryinghdiarrows in his hands. Hubal, a
huge idol in the shape of a man, was given astabgithe Moabites of Syria to the
tribesmen of Khuza’'ah, and it was Mecca's chielf iiwo other idols of significance
were those of the Lat, a grey granite image whiels ¥he deity of Thagif in nearby
Taif, and the "Ozza, also a block of granite abtwenty feet high. These were
regarded as the wives of the Almighty... Each thld its own idol, and the wealthy
bought and kept a number of idols at home. Thatutstof pilgrimage was already
there; it simply was not being observed properlyd @0 was the belief in Al
Whom the Arabs regarded as their Supreme deitydBg$aganism, othéreligions

in Arabia included star worship and fetishism.

The Jews of Medina had migrated from PalestineYarden and settled there waiting
for the coming of a new Prophet from the seed ofaAbm in whom they said they
intended to believe and to be the foremost in falhg, something which
unfortunately did not materialize; on the contrahgy joined ranks with the Pagans
to fight the spread of Islam as the reader will edim know later in this book. Only a
handful of them embraced Islam, including one mamowvas a neighbour of
Muhammed; he lived in the same alley in Mecca whénadija's house stood; his
wife, also Jewish, used to collect dry thorny busstiem the desert just to throw them
in the Prophet's way.

Since Khadija did not travel with her trade carayashe had always had to rely on
someone else to act as her agent to trade on half laed to receive an agreed upon
commission in return. In 595 A.D., Khadija needed agent to trade in her

3aI-Mainsi, Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 15, p. 181. This text also exists in Vol. 2,9 of Al-
Khisal.



merchandise going to Syria, and it was then thairaber of agents whom she knew
before and trusted, as well as some of her owriveta particularly Abu Talib,
suggested to her to employ her distant cousin Muhednibn “Abdullah who, by
then, had earned the honoring titles a¥Sadiq, the truthful, andal-Amin the
trustworthy. Muhammed did not have any practicaibess experience, but he had
twice accompanied his uncle Abu Talib on his trages and keenly observed how he
traded, bartered, bought and sold and conductethdsss after all, the people of
Quraysh were famous for their involvement in trag®re than in any other
profession. It was not uncommon to hire an agenbt wid not have a prior
experience; so, Khadija decided to give Muhammetiamce. He was only 25 years
old. Khadija sent Muhammed word through Khazimah idakim, one of her
relatives, offering him twice as much commissiorslas usually offered her agents to
trade on her behalf. She also gave him one of berasts, Maysarah, who was
young, brilliant, and talented, to assist him aredhiis bookkeeper. She also trusted
Maysarah's account regarding her new employee'ducbnan account which was
most glaring, indeed one which encouraged her tm@dn her insistence never to
marry again.

Before embarking upon his first trip as a businessmepresenting Khadija,
Muhammed met with his uncles for last minute bngé and consultations, then he
set out on the desert road passing through WaQuad, Midian, and Diyar Thamud,
places with which he was familiar because of hatiegn there at the age of twelve in
the company of his uncle Abu Talib. He continueel lgngthy journey till he reached
Busra (or Bostra) on the highway to Damascus afbeut a month. It was there that
he had met Buhayrah the monk when he was a chiutiagah had died and was
succeeded in the monastery by Nestor. Busra, ttye wias then the capital of
Hawran, one of the southeastern portions of theipce of Damascus situated north
of the Balga'. To scholars of classic literatur@wian is known by its Greek name
Auranitis, and it is described in detail by YaqliHamawi, Abul-Faraj al-Isfahani,
and others. Arab trade caravans used to go thete gjten and even beyond it to
Damascus and Gaza, and few made it all the waphaoMediterranean shores to
unload their precious cargoes of Chinese papes#ktextiles bound for Europe.

What items did Muhammed carry with him to Busraj arhat items did he buy from
there? Meccans were not known to be skilled cragtsnmor did they excel in any
profession besides trade, but young Muhammed nhigie carried with him a cargo
of hides, raisins, perfumes, dried dates, lightgiweiwoven items, probably silver
bars, and most likely some herbs. He bought whatdeeinstructed by his employer
to buy: these items may have included manufactgeatls, clothes, a few luxury
items to sell to wealthy Meccans, and maybe somsdtmld goods. Gold and silver
currency accepted in Mecca included Roman, Persiad, Indian coins, for Arabs
during those times, including those who were mudchensophisticated than the ones
among whom Muhammed grew up such as the Arabseo$dithern part of Arabia
(Yemen, Hadramout, etc.), did not have a curreridj@r own; so, barter was more
common than cash. The first Arab Islamic currengy,the way, was struck in
Damascus by the Umayyad ruler "Abd al-Malik ibn Wan (697-698 A.D.) in 78
A.H./697 A.D., 36 years after the establishmenthefUmayyad dynasty (661-750).

The time Muhammed stayed in Busra was no more #ghaouple of months during
which he met many Christians and Jews and notibedtheological differences



among the major Christian sects that led to thasdisciation of the Copts, the Syrian
(Chaldean) Nestorian, and the Armenian Christiamenfthe main churches of
Antioch (Antakiya), Rome, and Egyptian Alexandri&uch dissensions and
differences of theological viewpoints provided Mairaed with plenty of food for
thought; he contemplated upon them a great deal.

There is another testimonial to the cloud that sdagoung Muhammed; it comes
from the holy and pure offspring of Muhammed.aim al-Hasan al-"Askaftihas
narrated saying that he once asked his fatheinfnAli ibon Muhammed, peace be
upon them, about the miracles performed by the Btegs of Alkh, peace and
blessings of Alih be upon him and his progeny, in Medina and Mekieae is what
Imam al-"Askari said to his son:

O son! As for the cloud (that used to shade theplet), when the Messenger of
All ah travelled to Syria to trade on behalf of Khadigughter of Khuwaylid, and the
distance from Mecca to Jerusalem was one monttoot) they used to suffer from
the extreme heat of the sun in those open plaine.Wind would blow at them and
would pour on them sands and dust. During thosestjialah Almighty used to send
a cloud to His Messenger in order to shade himoltild stop whenever he stopped
and resume whenever he did. If he advanced, it dvadvance, and if he lagged
behind, it would do the same. If he went to thét;ig, too, would go to the right, and
if he went to the left, it would go there, toouklted to protect him from the heat of the
sun from above. The wind that used to stir the samd the dust would do so in the
faces of the Quraishites and their camels, but wheame close to Muhammed, it
would become calm and quiet, and it would not caeigher sands nor dust. Instead,
an easy and cool breeze would blow on him, so naacthat Quraish used to say,
AMuhammed's company is better than a tent! They tsedek refuge with him and
try to earn his friendship. Comfort was theirs winegr they were near him even
when the cloud was actually intended only for Hikthen strangers intermingled with
their (the Quraishites) caravans, the cloud woukladce itself from them. They
would then inquire, AWhom is this cloud serving?! Whoever it serves lisely
honored and revered. The cloud would then addtessetin the caravan saying,
ALook at the cloud, and you will see that it is vt on it: "There is no god except
Allah, Muhammed is the Messenger ofahll | support him through Ali, the master
of wasis and distinguished him through his Progeny whdayal to him, and to Ali,
and to their friends, who are the enemies of hgoapnts. All this would be readable
and comprehensible to those who knew and wereedkiti reading and writing as
well as to those who did not.

While in Syria, a monk named Nestor observed soigessof Prophethood about
Muhammed, so he asked Maysarals, there a glow, a slight redness, around his eyes

“*One of the offspring of Prophet Muhammed, Abu Muhed Inim Hasan al-"Askari was
the son of Imm "Ali al-Naqgi and the father of the Awaited am, the Mahdi, peace and
blessings of the Almighty be upon all of them. Haswborn in Medina on Rabi™ Il 10, 232
A.H./December 4, 846 A.D. and was martyred in Samalragq, on Rabi~ | 8, 260
A.H./January 1, 874 A.D. poisoned by the "Abbasiéral-Mutamid. If the reader wishes to
learn more about him and about the other Infallfderteen, | strongly recommend the book
titled Biographies of Leaders of Islaimy his eminence Sayyed "Ali Nagi Naqwi which |
edited. It is available from lam Hussain Foundation, P.O. Box 25-114, Beirut, Ineina

*al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwat Vol. 17, pp. 307-311. The pages following thesesnarrate
numerous other miracles of the Prophet.



that never parts with him? Nestor asked MaysaraheW\the latter answered in the
affirmative, Nestor saidAHe most surely is the very last Prophet; congrétiia to
whoever believes in him. And Nestor very much dgbsio see Muhammed. The rest
of the story is narrated by "Abbas, Muhammed'sejneho quotes "Abdul-Muttalib
guoting Abu Talib saying,

We once took Muhammed on a (business) trip to Syaen we were in the
marketplace, a high priest named Nestor came arid fant of him, looking at him
without saying anything. He kept doing so for thceasecutive days. He then could
no longer do so without going to him and comingibelnim, as if he was requesting
him for something. | said to hiO monk! Do you want anything from hin#&¥es,
Nestor saidAl do want something from him. What is his nand@Puhammed son of
"Abdullah, said I. By Alih, his face changed colour, then he sA{@iould you please
ask him to agree to uncover his back so that | loal at it? Muhammed drew his
garment from his back, and when Nestor saw the mBaRcophethood on it, he kept
kissing him and crying. Then he saf) man! Hurry and take this child back to the
place where he was born, for if you only know hoanyhis enemies in our land are,
you will not even think much of the reason becaafs&hich you came here. Nestor
kept looking after him every day, carrying food tam. When we departed from
Syria, Nestor brought Muhammed a shirt and sailditm ACould you please wear
this shirt so that you may remember me thereby?NButammed did not accept it,
and | noticed how he did not like the idea, sodktahe shirt myself so that his
feelings would not be hurt and said to high,shall wear it. Then | hurried and took
Muhammed back to Mecca. By Al, not a single woman or man, young or old,
stayed without eagerly welcoming him back with theception of Abu Jahl, may
Allah curse him, for he then had drunk so much winehtbavas completely drurfk.

Here is another testimonial to that incident:

Bakr ibn “Abdullah al-Ashja’i quotes his forefathesaying that in the same year
when the Messenger of Al went to Syria, "Abd Manat ibn Kinanah, Nawfal ibn
Mu awiyah ibn "Orwah ibn Sakhr ibn Nu'man ibn “Agiyalso went out as
businessmen. When Abu al-Muwayhib, the monk, meinthhe asked them\Who
are you?AMerchants from the people of the sanctuary, fromai@h. AFrom which
(clan of) Quraish are you? He asked them againy Tdreswered his question,
whereupon he asked therils there anyone else from Quraish in your company?
They said,AYes, a young man from Banu Hashim named Muhammdu #-
Muwayhib then saidAHe, by Allah, is the one | am seeking! They said to hixBy
Allah, there is nhone among the Quraishites more obdbarehim, and they refer to
him only as the orphan of Quraish. He is hired bg of our women named Khadija;
so, what do you want with him? He kept moving lesadh as he said\He is the one!
He is the one! Then he requested them to take dimeet MuhammediWe left him
(trading) at Bostra's market. Just as they welldniglthus, the Messenger of Altl
came. The monk immediately saiilhis is the one! He spent an hour in a dialogue
talking to him, then he kissed his forehead and tmat something from his pocket
which we could not tell what it was. He kept askMghammed to take it from him
as a gift, and Muhammed kept refusing. Once hehigf, he said to usiDo you
accept my advice? This, by AH, is the last Prophet! By A, he will soon invite
people to testify thatLa ilaha illa Allzh, Muhammadun Rasool-4H; so, when he
does so, you should follow him. Then he askedAlxes his uncle Abu Talib have a
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son named Ali? We answered him by sayiliyp. AHe must have either been born,
or he will be born this yeérHe will be the first to believe in him. We knowh and

we have a description of him as tasijust as we have Muhammed described as the
Prophet. He shall be the master and the scholdtedirabs among whom he will be
like Thul-Qarnain. He will be the most prominentang all creation on the Day of
Judgment next only to the prophets. Angels call Athre victorious hero; wherever
he goes, victory shall go with him. By A, he is more known in the heavens than
the shining suf.

One of Muhammed's observations when he was inSjaan city was the historical
fact that a feud was brewing between the PersidnRaiman empires, each vying for
hegemony over Arabia's fertile crescent. Indeedhsan observation was quite
accurate, for after only a few years, a war brokeé lmetween the then mightiest
nations on earth that ended with the Romans lasjrag the Holy Quen tells us in
Chapter 30 (The Romans), which was revealed inH./815-16 A.D., only a few
months after the fall of Jerusalem to the Persi@ss$to win in a successive one. Only
four years prior to that date, the Persians hadeslca sweeping victory over the
Christians, spreading their control over Aleppo,tidch, and even Damascus.
Muhammed was concerned about either of these twaresnextending its control
over the land inhabited by Muhammed's fiercely petelent Pagan people. The loss
of Jerusalem, birthplace of Christ Jesus son ofyiMaas a heavy blow to the prestige
of Christianity. Most Persians were then followihgroastrianism, a creed introduced
in the 6th century before Christ by Zoroaster (688- B.C.), also known as
Zarathustra, whose adherents are described asippesh of theApyre, the holy fire.
APersia, hence, mearthe land of the worshippers of the pyre, the sadned
Modern day Iran used to be knownAsryana, land of the Aryan nations and tribes.
Not only Iranians, but also Kurds, and even Germamgled in being Aryans,
(Caucasian) Nordics or speakers of an Indo-Euromkalect. Some Persians had
converted to Christianity as we know from SalmasFalisi who was one such
adherent till he fell in captivity, sold in Meccadafreed to be one of the most renown
and cherishedahabisand narrators dhadth in Islamic history, so much so that the
Prophet of Islam saidASalman is one of us, we Ahl al-Bayt (People oftHdoeisehold

of Prophethood).

The war referred to above was between the thenrBiyea(Eastern Roman) emperor
Heraclius (575 - 641 A.D.) and the Persian king $thu (Khosrow) Parwiz (Parviz)
or Chosroes Il (d. 628 A.D.). It was one of manysMa which those mighty nations
were embroiled and which continued for many certuriYet the hands of Divine
Providence were already busy paving the path famisthe collision between both
empires paved the way for the ultimate destruatibthe ancient Persian empire and
in Islam setting root in that important part of therld. Moreover, Muhammed's (and,
naturally, Khadija's) offspring came to marry lali@ho were born and raised at
Persian as well as Roman palacesinntHussain ibn Ali ibn Abu Talib, Muhammed's
grandson and our Third Holy Bm, married the daughter of the last Persian emperor
Jazdagird (Yazdegerd) Ill son of Shahryar and gandof this same Khusrau Il
Jazdagerd ruled Persia from 632-651 A.D. and lostBattle of Qadisiyyah to the

7Actually, “Ali was born in 600 A.D., five years éat
8bid., pp. 202-204.



Muslim forces in 636, thus ending the rule of tres&nians. Having been defeated,
he fled for Media in northwestern Iran, homelandP&rsian Mede tribesmen, and
from there to Merv, an ancient Central Asian citgan modern day Mary in
Turkmenistan (until very recently one of the repesbf the Soviet Union), where he
was killed by a miller.

The profits Khadija reaped from that trip were s much as she had anticipated.
Maysarah was more fascinated by Muhammed than Bthiag related to the trip.
Muhammed, on the other hand, brought back his isgwas about what he had seen
and heard, impressions which he related to his @yepl You see, those trade
caravans were the only links contemporary Arabsald their outside world: they
brought them the news of what was going on beybaut tirought-ridden and famine-
stricken desert and sand dunes.

Waraqgah ibn Nawfal, like Buhayrah (or Buhayrah) tmonk who had met and
spoken to Muhammed when Muhammed was a lad, adhtereithe Nestorian
Christian sect. He heard the accounts about thgopality and conduct of young
Muhammed from both his cousin Khadija and her s@nMaysarah, an account
which caused him to meditate for a good while dmndkt about what he had heard.
Raising his head, he said to Khad#&uch manners are fit only for the messengers of
God. Who knows? Maybe this young man is destineddoone of them. This
statement was confirmed a few years later, and §é&ravas the very first man who
recognized Muhammed as the Messenger ofihrAlmmediately after Muhammed
received the first revelation at Hira cave.

The trip's measure of success encouraged Khadgmpioy Muhammed again on the
winter trip to southern Arabia, i.e. Yemen, theddhat introduced the coffee beans to
the rest of the world, the land where the renowmilMi@rigation dam was engineered,
the land of Saba and the renown Balgees, the AraQiacen of Sheba (Saba) of
Himyar, who married prophet Solomon (Sulayman theewpeace be upon him), in
975 B.C. (after the completion of the constructidithe famous Solomon's Temp)e

the land of natives skilled in gold, silver andetimetal handicrafts, not to mention
their ingenuity in the textile industry and domedtirniture..., and it may even be the
land that gave Arabic its first written script whjcas some believe, was modelled
after written Amheric, then the official languagekthiopia and its colonies. Yemen,
at that time, was being ruled by an Ethiopian régé&his time Khadija offered

This temple was built by Solomon (Prophet Sulaynmargxpress his gratitude for what the
Almighty had granted him. Solomon had in advandaiakd his Lord's permission to erect it.
A glimpse of its grandeur is described in the HQIyr’'an in 27:44:Alt was said to her (to
Balgees, the Queen of Sheba): Enter the palaceythem she saw it, she deemed it to be a
great expanse of water, that is, its marble fleti@ne like glass, reflecting her image as water
does. This temple was later ordered by Solomonetaldmolished in its entirety, and the
claim of the Jews that the al-Agsa mosque is loulits very foundations is false. The Jews
plot to demolish the al-Agsa mosque in order tasildbSolomon's Temple. The Jews intend
to do so at the right time, when they realize that Muslims of the world, because of the
weakness and hypocrisy of most of their rulerstaceweak to stand between them and the
achievement of their most vile goals, and whenA@éristian West will be ready, more so
than now, to help them achieve their objectivese Thest has been supporting the Jews
against the Muslims, and there will never be amgrgal to this trend.\We belong to Adih,

and to Him shall we return...
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Muhammed three times the usual commission. Unfattlp, historians do not tell us
much about this second trip except that it was igpeofitable to both employer and
employee. Some historians do not mention thisatriall.

Khadija was by then convinced that she had finfdlynd a man who was worthy of
her, so much so that she initiated the marriaggpqeal herself. Muhammed sat to
detail all the business transactions in which heabee involved on her behalf, but the
wealthy and beautiful lady of Quraysh was thinkingre about her distant cousin
than about those transactions. She simply fellowe Iwith Muhammed just as the
daughter of the Arabian prophet Shu ayb had fatidove with then fugitive prophet
Moses. Muhammed was of medium stature, inclinedlitoness, with a large head,
broad shoulders and the rest of his body perfgmibportioned. His hair and beard
were thick and black, not altogether straight bighdly curled. His hair reached
midway between the lobes of his ears and shouldershis beard was of a length to
match. He had a noble breadth of forehead andwhls of his large eyes were wide,
with exceptionally long lashes and extensive brosiightly arched but not joined.
His eyes were said to have been black, but otheyusts say that they were brown,
or light brown. His nose was aquiline and his mowts finely shaped. Although he
let his beard grow, he never allowed the hair sf mibustache to protrude over his
upper lip. His skin was white but tanned by the. gumd there was a light on his face,
a glow, the same light that had shone from hisefatbut it was more, much more
powerful, and it was especially apparent on hisafirfiorehead and in his eyes which
were remarkably luminous.

By the time he was gone, Khadija sought the adeta friend of hers named
Nufaysa daughter of Umayyah. The latter offeredgproach him on her behalf and,
if possible, arrange a marriage between them. Nafagme to Muhammed and asked
him why he had not married yeil have no means to marry, he answevBlut if
you were given the means, she s&@idnd if you were bidden to an alliance where
there is beauty and wealth and nobility and abucglawould you not then consent?
AWho is she?! he excitedly inquireKhadija, said NufaysadAnd how could such a
marriage be mine?! he askefleave that to me! was her answAFor my part, he
said,Al am willing. Nufaysa returned with these gladnig to Khadija who then sent
word to Muhammed asking him to come to her. Whenamee, she said to him:

O son of my uncle! I love you for your kinship withe, and for that you are ever in
the center, not being a partisan among the peopléhis or for that. And | love you
for your trustworthiness, and for the beauty of ryobharacter and the truth of your

speech

Then she offered herself in marriage to him, ary thgreed that he should speak to
his uncles and she would speak to her uncle "AmradcAsad, since her father had
died. It was Hamzah, despite being relatively yquagom the Hashemites delegated
to represent them on this marriage occasion, $irogas most closely related to them
through the clan of Asad; his sister Safiyya hast jmarried Khadija's brother
"Awwam.,

It was Abu Talib, Muhammed's uncle, who delivereel marriage sermon saying,

All praise is due to Allh Who has made us the progeny of Ibrahim (Abrahdime),
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seed of Isma'eel (Ishmael), the descendants of didhe substance of Mudar, and
Who made us the custodians of His House and therstsr of its sacred precincts,
making for us a House sought for pilgrimage andhr@ne of security, and He also
gave us authority over the people. This nephew wfenMuhammed cannot be
compared with any other man: if you compare hislthiegith that of others, you will
not find him a man of wealth, for wealth is a vémg shadow and a fickle thing.
Muhammed is a man whose lineage you all know, aadh&is sought Khadija
daughter of Khuwaylid for marriage, offering hecltand-such of the dower of my
own wealth.

Nawfal then stood up and said,

All praise is due to Allh Who has made us just as you have mentioned afekd
us over those whom you have indicated, for we,eddare the masters of Arabs and
their leaders, and you all are worthy of this (bafdnarriage). The tribe (Quraysh)
does not deny any of your merits, nor does anytsedispute your lofty status and
prestige. And we, furthermore, wish to be joinegdor rope; so, bear witness to my
words, O people of Quraysh! | have given Khadijaugtder of Khuwaylid in
marriage to Muhammed ibn “Abdullah for the dowefanfr hundred dinars.

Then Nawfal paused, whereupon Abu Talib said to, Hinwished her uncle had
joined you (in making a statement).” Hearing th&iadija's uncle stood up and said,
“Bear witness, O men of Quraysh, that | have gikéadija daughter of Khuwaylid
in marriage to Muhammed ibn "Abdullah.”

All this took place in the same year: 595 A.D. Tddgtails and more are recorded in
Ibn Hisham'sSeera After his marriage, Muhammed moved from his usci®use to
live with his wife in her house which stood at #maiths market, an alley branching
out of metropolitan Mecca's long main bazar, belimmas a the place where the
pilgrims perform the seven circles during tiegj or cobra In that house Fatima was
born and the revelation descended upon the Messehgkllah many times. This
house, as well as the one in which the Prophetsiaim was born (which stood
approximately 50 meters northwards), were both dismed by the ignorant and
fanatical Wahhabi rulers of Saudi Arabia in 1413HA1993 A.D. and turned into
public bathrooms... The grave sites of many famigmbers and companions of the
Prophet had already been demolished by the saméaliehin 1343 A.H./1924 A.D.
against the wish and despite the denunciation efattherents of all other Muslim
sects and schools of thought world-wide.

The marriage was a very happy one, and it prodackedy who was one of the four
perfect women in all the history of mankind: Fatideughter of Muhammed. Before
her, Qasim and "Abdullah were born, but they batid @t infancy.

By the time Khadija got married, she was quite altiwy lady, so wealthy that she
felt no need to keep trading and increasing hertivemstead, she decided to retire
and enjoy a comfortable life with her husband wio,his part, preferred an ascetic
life to that of money making.

The Messenger of Alh had no desire to accumulate wealth; that wash@opurpose

for which he, peace and blessings ofaAlupon him and his progeny, was created. He
was created to be the savior of mankind from thirdess of ignorance, idol worship,
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polytheism, misery, poverty, injustice, oppressiand immorality. He very much
loved to meditate, though his meditation deepenedjtief at seeing his society sunk
so low in immorality, lawlessness, and the absafi@ny sort of protection for those
who were weak and oppressed. Khadija's period ppihass lasted no more than 15
years after which her husband started his missianwvite people to the Oneness of
God, to equality between men and women, and todraethe evils of the day.
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