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this world that do not have everlasting benefit, then you should remind yourself
of the following. How much effort would you exert in pleasing kings of this
world if they invite you, let you sit besides them, bestow on you cash and other
gifts such as lands and buildings, and rule over small or large regions that you

need? Therefore, your effort must be more on this night in the Presence
of the Almighty God who has offered you many gifts such as His
Attention to you, fulfilling your hopes, and other things that you need,
and treasures that you may find according to how much you try that
are even better than the gifts that the kings in this world may offer
you. If you get more pleased with the worldly rewards compared with
the rewards of the Hereafter, it is as if you do not believe the proofs of
the Prophet (MGB), or if you believe you may be ill in the heart due to
sins. Then you will be like one who is enslaved or defeated. Thus, you
should try to heal your spiritual ailments.
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Section 40 On Four Units of Prayers Said on the Middle Night of
Sha’ban in between the Night Prayers

The following has been narrated on the authority of God’s Prophet (MGB),
“Whoever says four units of prayers between the night prayers on the fifteenth
night of Sha’ban, and in each unit he recites the Opening Chapter once, and
‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only’* ten times. We read eleven times in
another narration. Once finished say the following, ‘O Lord! Forgive us’ ten
times, ‘O Lord! Have mercy upon us’ ten times, ‘O Lord! Return to us’ ten
times, and say ‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only’? twenty one times. Then
say the following, ‘Glory be to Him who gives life and causes to die, and He
causes to die what is living and He has power over all things’ ten times. God the
Sublime would fulfill his needs in this world and the Hereafter. God would
hand his Record of Deeds to his right hand and he would be under the
protection of God the Sublime until the following year.” ”
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Section 41 On Saying Four Units of Prayers on the Middle Night
of Sha’ban

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of Abi

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
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Muhammad Harun ibn Musa al-Talakbari — may God be pleased with him:
“The prayer for the night of the middle of the month of Sha’ban includes four
units. You should recite the Opening Chapter in each unit, say ‘Say: He is
Allah, the One and Only™* one-hundred times and say the following
supplications when you finish. ‘O’ my God! | am before You needy, afraid of
Your displeasure, but hopeful of receiving Your Protection. O’ Lord! Please do
not change my name and do not change my body. Lord! Do not put me to
severe test and trial. O’ Lord! Please do not subject me to the enemy’s ridicule.
| take refuge with Your Forgiveness to avoid Your retribution. | take refuge
with Your Mercy to avoid Your Punishment. | take refuge with Your
Indulgence to avoid Your displeasure. | take refuge with You from You.
Glorious and Sublime is Your Praise. You are as You praise Yourself, but
above and beyond that which the best orators say about You.” ” Then pray for
whatever you want.
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My grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi also narrated this on the authority of Abu
Yahya al-Sana’yee, on the authority of Abi Ja’far Al-Bagir (MGB) and Abi
Abdullah As-Sadig (MGB). Thirty reliable men have also reported this prayer

on their authority and say that they have said: “Say four units of prayers on the
middle night of Sha’ban.” And continue as mentioned before.
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! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
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Section 42 On Glorifications, Praise, Exaltation and Two Units of
Prayers on the Middle Night of Sha’ban

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of my
grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi, on the authority of Abi Yahya, on the authority
of Ja’far As-Sadiq (MGB) that when Al-Bagir (MGB) was asked about the
nobility of the middle night of the month of Sha’ban, He (MGB) said: “It is the
noblest night after the Night of Destiny. God endows His Servants from His
Nobility and forgives them with His Favor. Try to get closer to God the Sublime
on that night as God has made it incumbent upon Himself not to turn down
anyone who asks God for things other that in His disobedience on that night.
That isight which God has established for us — members of the Holy Household
(MGB) like the Night of Destiny which He has established for our Prophet
(MGB). Strive to say supplications and glorifications of God the Sublime on
that night. As indeed God would favor His Servants and forgive all the past sins
and fulfill all the needs of this world and the Hereafter whether he asks for them
or does not ask for them, since he does not know of whoever glorifies God on
that night one-hundred times, praises him one-hundred times and expresses
God’s greatness one-hundred times.

Abu Yahya added that he then asked Ja’far As-Sadiq (MGB): “Then what is the
best supplication for that night?” As-Sadiq (MGB) replied, “After saying the
night prayer, say two units of prayers. Recite the Opening Chapter and the Al-
Jahd Chapter that starts with ‘Say : O’ ye that reject Faith! * in the first unit,
and recite the Opening Chapter and the Al-Tawhid Chapter that starts with
‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only * in the second unit. When you are finished
say ‘Glory be to God’ thirty-three times, ‘Praise be to God’ thirty-three times
and ‘God is Great’ thirty-four times.” ”
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! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Kafirun 109:1.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
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Then go on and say the following, “O’ He to whom the people turn in urgent
matters; and unto whom the people run for help when misfortune strikes! O’ He
who knows the evident and the hidden! O’ He who is not unaware of
imaginations, and the remembrance of memories! O’ Lord of the creatures and
the people! O’ He who exercises full authority over the domain of the heavens
and the earths! You are God. There is no God but You. | turn to You saying
‘There is no God but You.” Therefore O’ ‘There is no God but You’, please let
me be of those on whom You look tonight and have mercy, and hear their
prayers and fulfill them, and learned of their slippage and ignored it, and
overlooked their past misdeeds and great crimes. Indeed | have sought refuge in
You from my sins, hoping You to cover my faults. O’ my God! Please be kind
to me with Your Benevolence and Kindness and wipe out my mistakes by Your
Forbearance and Pardon. Please cover me with Your Mercy tonight with
Your Abundant Generosity, let me be tonight among Your friends whom You
elected for Your Obedience, whom You selected to worship You, and kept them
sincerely attached and committed to You. O’ my God! Please let me be amongst
those who find happiness in their efforts and makes full use of the good fortune
made available to him, let me be of those who are healthy and blessed, and live
in prosperity. O’ my God! Please safeguard me against the evils of my past.
Protect me from from disobedient conduct, discipline me in Your Obedience
which will direct me to You, and give me a rank near You. O’ my Master!
Those who flee turn to You. Those who demand humbly demand from You.
The repentant and apologetic guilty ones rely on Your Kindness. You have
trained Your Servants to be benevolent, and You are the Most Benevolent of the
benevolent ones! You ordered Your Servants to be forgiving, and You are All-
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forgiving, Merciful. O’ my God! Please do not deprive me from that which I
expect to get due to Your Generosity, do not let me lose hopes of Your
Abundant Bounties, do not disappoint me from the share which You distribute
freely tonight amongst the people who obey You, and take me in under Your
Protection from the evils of Your creatures. O’ Lord! If I am not amongst those
who deserve, You are Benevolent, Pardoning and Oft-Forgiving. Please grant
me in accordance with what is befitting You, not what | deserve. Indeed my
expectations of You are very high, and | have great hopes in You, and | cling to
Your Liberal Generosity, verily You are Most Compassionate, Most Merciful
and the Most Kind of the kind ones! O’ my God! Please allocate my
share of Your Bounties with Your Generosity. | take refuge with Your
Forgiveness to avoid Your Chastisement. Forgive my sins that keep the people
away from me, and restrains my sustenance so that | may try to be good for the
sake of Your Pleasure, and be blessed with Your Abundant Gifts and prosper
with Your Countless Bounties. as | have taken refuge in Your Shrine and seek
Your Benevolence. | take refuge with Your Forgiveness to avoid Your
Punishment, and Your Forbearance to avoid Your Anger. Please give me what |
ask for, and let me attain what | humbly demand since | am asking You and
there is nothing more exalted than You are.”
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Then prostrate and say the following: “O’ Lord! O* God!” seven times, ‘There
is no Change or Power except with God’ seven times, ‘What God wills’ ten
times, and ‘There is no Power except with God’ ten times. Then bestow
Blessings upon Muhammad (MGB) and his Holy Household (MGB) and ask
God for the fulfillment of your needs. | swear by God that the Honorable the
Exalted God will fulfill your needs by His Benevolence and Nobility even if
they are as many as there are drops in the rain.” ”
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In another narration regarding this prostration after the supplications,
Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Tarazy said the following in his book: “Then
prostrate and say ‘O’ Lord! O’ Lord!” twenty times, ‘Please bestow
blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB)’ seven times,
‘There is no Change or Power except with God’ seven times,

*‘What God wills’ ten times, and ‘There is no Power except with God’ ten times.
Then bestow blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) as many times
as you wish and recite ‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only™ one-thousand
times after this prayer and before reciting the four units of prayers.”
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Another narration about this prostration after this prayer is based on
the book by Muhammad ibn Ali al-Tarazy. Muhammad ibn Ali al-
Tarazy narrated the following in his book. Our Master As-Sadiq Ja’far
ibn Muhammad (MGB) said this prayer on the middle night of the
month of Sha’ban and recited the following supplications: ‘O’ He to whom
the people turn in urgent matters!...” all the way to the end. Then he prostrated
and said the following while prostrating, Say ‘O’ Lord!” twenty-times, Say
‘O’ God!” seven times, Say ‘O’ Muhammad’ seven times, Say ‘There
is no Change or Power except with God’ ten times.
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In what my grandfather Abu Ja’far al-Tusi reported for supplications following
the prostrations, we read: “O’ my God! Tonight, the seekers have presented
their request to You and the ones who wish to turn to You have turned to You.
Those who demand are hoping for Your Grace and Bounties. Tonight You
bestow Your Hidden Bounties, Provisions, Gifts and Presents to those of Your
creatures whom You please and You deny them from those not covered by
Your Favor.

And here | am Your poor servant hopeful of receiving Your Grace and
Bounties. O’ my Guardian! If You have favored any of Your creation tonight
and have kindly bestowed him anything out of Your Kindness, please bestow
Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) — the Immaculate
(MGB), the pure ones, the best of the learned, and kindly bestow on me Your
Favors and Your Bounties. O’ Lord of the worlds! Please bestow Your
Blessings on the Seal of the Prophets — Muhammad (MGB) and his Holy
Household (MGB), the Immaculate — and may His peace be on them plentifully
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as God is Praiseworthy, and Glorious! O’ my God! I am calling on You as You
have ordered me to do so. Therefore, please respond to me as You have
promised me since You never break Your Promise.”
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Section 43 On Saying Four Units of Prayers on the Middle Night
of Sha’ban

The following is found in Kitab al-Tarazi regarding another prayer for the
middle night of Sha’ban: “Say four units and in each unit recite the Opening
Chapter and the Chapter Al-Ikhlas five times or say them 250 times if you wish.
When you are finished say the following, “O’ my God! | am before You needy,
afraid of Your displeasure, but hopeful of receiving Your Protection. O’ Lord!
Please do not change my name, and do not change my body, nor put me to
severe test and trial, nor subject me to the enemy’s ridicule. O’ my God! | take
refuge in Your Forgiveness to avoid Your Retribution. | take refuge with Your
Indulgence to avoid Your Displeasure. | take refuge with Your Mercy to avoid
Your Punishment. | take refuge with You from You. There is no God but You.
Glorious and Sublime is Your Praise. Your Praises and Glorifications cannot be
numbered, You are just as You praise Yourself, but above and beyond that
which the best orators say. | ask You to bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad
and his Progeny (MGB) and fulfill such and such things for me.”

These four units and supplications have been narrated on the authority of my
grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi. He has only mentioned reciting the Opening
Chapter once, and reciting ‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only 1 two hundred

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
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and fifty times and has not mentioned what was said above.”
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Say the supplications for this night after this prayer and supplications as
reported by Al-Tarazy, “O’ my God! You are the Living, the Self-Subsisting,
the Sublime, the Supreme! The Creator! The Evolver! The One who gives life!
The One who causes to die! The first before all! The Creator! To You belong
Benevolence and Nobility! To You belongs all Praise! To You belong Favors!
To You belong Generosity and Benevolence! To You belong charge of the
affairs! You are the Only who has no associate. O’ the One, O’ the Absolute
One. O’ the One! O’ Eternal, Absolute! O’ ‘He who "begetteth not, nor is He
begotten; And there is none like unto Him!” O’ my God! Please bestow Your
Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Please forgive me and have
Mercy upon me and please take care of my affairs. Please pay back my
debts, and increase my means of livelihood, for surely, on this
night, every affair is decreed, and You provide sustenance to
whomever You please from your creation. So please provide for my
sustenance, for You are the best Provider of our needs. And You who are
the best of those who speak, said, ‘But ask Allah of His bounty.* So

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Nisa 4:32.
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I ask You from Your Bounty, and only You I seek, and I rely on
the son of Your Prophet, and hope in You, O’ the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful.” ”
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Section 44 On the Nobility of the Night of the Middle of Sha’ban
regarding the Great Affair, Saying One Hundred Units of Prayers
and the Remembrance of the Benevolent

The following is found in books on worshipping that open the gates of God’s
Mercy. There isarration indicating that God’s Prophet (MGB) said: “T was
asleep on the night of the middle of Sha’ban when Gabriel descended to me and
said, ‘O’ Muhammad! Are you asleep on this night? Muhammad (MGB) asked,
‘O’ Gabriel! What is this night?’ Gabriel replied, ‘This is the middle night of
the month of Sha’ban. O’ Muhammad! Wake up.” Then he MGB) woke me up
and we went to the Bagi Cemetery. Then he (MGB) told me, ¢ Raise your head
since this is the night in which the gates of heaven are opened. On this night the
gates of Mercy are opened, and the gate of Paradise, the gate of Forgiveness, the
gate of Nobility, the gate of Repentance, the gate of Blessings, the Gate of
Benevolence, and the gate of Kindness are all opened. God would free from the
fire of Hell as many people as there is hair on quadrupeds. God would establish
the destinies on that night, and the provisions for sustenance are allocated from
the next year and all that is to happen during that year is sent down! O’
Muhammad! Whoever stays up to say God’s glorifications and expression of
God’s greatness, says supplications and prayers, recites the Qur’an, does

Tl : 32



436 Supplications and Deeds for the Whole Year

recommended deeds and asks for forgiveness, Paradise will be his home and
place of abode. God would forgive all his past and recent sins. O’ Muhammad!
Whoever says one-hundred units of prayers on that night and in each unit he
recites the Opening Chapter once, and recites ‘Say: He is Allah, the One and
Only “ten times, and says the Ayat ul-Kursi ten times after he finishes saying
the prayer and recites the Opening Chapter ten times; and says God’s
glorifications one-hundred times, God would forgive one-hundred of his major
destructive sins that could result in him going to Hell and would grant him a
palace in Paradise for each verse and each glorification. And He would
intercede for one-hundred of his family members and make him a partner in the
rewards of the martyrs, and would grant him what would be granted to one who
fasts during this month and stands up to pray tonight without any reduction of
their share of reward. Then Muhammad! Please revive it and order your nation
to stay up on this night and seek proximity to God the Sublime by performing
deeds as it isoble night. O° Muhammad! | have come to you while all the
angels in the heaven are standing in front of God tonight. Some are bowing
down, some are returning to a standing position after having bowed down, some
are prostrating, some are praying, some are exalting God, some are asking for
forgiveness and some are glorifying God. O’ Muhammad! Indeed God the
Sublime would forgive all the believers who stand up to pray, sit down to
glorify God, bow down or prostrate in God’s remembrance on this night before
dawn. This isight on which no one prays without it being fulfilled, no one begs
without it being granted, no one asks for forgiveness without him being
forgiven, and no one repents without his repentance being accepted. O’
Muhammad! Whoever cannot attain the blessings of this night is really
deprived.” ”?
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! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
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God’s Prophet (MGB) prayed on that night using the following supplications:
“Q’ God! Please grant us fearing You that acts as a barrier between us and Your
disobedience, and Your Obedience that helps us achieve Your Pleasure, and
certitude that would ease the miseries of the world for us. O’ my God! Please
make us enjoy our hearing, our sight, our strength as long as You keep us alive
and let them remain for us. Make us take rise against those who oppress us, and
help us against our enemies. Please do not let our miseries be in our religion,
and do not let this world be our biggest concern, or the utmost extent of our

knowledge. Please do not subject us to those who have no mercy on us, by Your
Mercy! O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.”

This was presented before along with some of the other deeds.
However, it was presented here since it is one of the important deeds
for the night of the middle of Sha’ban.

We read the following in another narration regarding the nobility of
this one-hundred units of prayers in which we say the Opening
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Chapter once in each unit and say “Say: He is Allah, the One and
Only "*ten times in each unit.

Thirty of the companions of Muhammad (MGB) told me the following:

“God shall look upon whoever says this prayer on this night seventy times. And
God shall fulfill seventy of his needs, and forgive him each time He Looks.
Even if he is misfortunate and asks for prosperity, God will make him
prosperous. “Allah doth blot out or confirm what He pleaseth: with Him is the
Mother of the Book.”” If his parents are to go to Hell but they have not
associated partners with God, they shall be brought out of Hell. God would
fulfill all the needs of whoever says this prayer and bestow him blessings in
Paradise that no one has ever seen or heard of. | swear by Him who rightfully

appointed me to the Prophethood that whoever says this prayer
seeking to see the Sublime God’s Face would be granted a share of the
reward of all of God’s servants on this night. The Honorable Recorders
(Kiraman Katibin)® would be ordered to record good deeds for him and wipe off
his bad deeds until no bad deeds are left in his record. He would not depart
from this world until he sees his place in Paradise. God would appoint
angels to shake hands with and greet him. God would resurrect him
amongst the noblest people on the Resurrection Day. Should he die
before one year he would have died as a martyr. He would intercede on
behalf of seventy-thousand monotheists. Only the wretched are unable to
stay up on this night.
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! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Ra'd 13:39.

3 Kiraman Katibin: angels writing down your deeds: “But verily over you (are
appointed angels) to protect you, kind and honorable, writing down (your deeds).
They know (and understand) all that ye do.[The Holy Qur’an: Infitar 82:10-12].
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What is the interpretation of “destinies and provisions are divided on the middle
night of Sha’ban” while in some narrations we read, “Destinies and
provisions are allocated on the Night of Destiny during the month of
Ramadhan.” Answer: Perhaps what is meant is that the allocation of
destinies and provisions are done on the middle night of the month of
Sha’ban, but it is possible for them to change and destinies and
provisions are determined for sure on the Night of Destiny. Or perhaps
the Almighty God determines the allocation on the middle night of
Sha’ban but actually allocates them to His Servants on the Night of
Destiny. Or perhaps they are allocated on a protected tablet on the
middle night of Sha’ban but are actually allocated to the people on
the Night of Destiny. Or perhaps the promise is made on the middle
night of Sha’ban but it is actually enforced on the Night of Destiny or
they are destined on the middle night of Sha’ban and actually
allocated on the Night of Destiny similar to the case of a king who
promises to bestow something to someone on the middle night of
Sha’ban and actually bestows it on the Night of Destiny. Thus what is
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said about both of these nights is correct.

The following has been narrated by Al-Sayyid Yahya ibn al-Hussein in Al-
Amali through a chain of narrators on the authority of the Commander of the
Faithful Ali (MGB). God’s Prophet (MGB) said: “Whoever says one-hundred
units of prayers on the middle night of Sha’ban with one-thousand times of

‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only™* his heart shall not perish on the day
on which hearts perish! He shall not perish until he sees one-hundred
angels who shall safeguard him from God’s Punishment — thirty of
whom give him glad tidings of Paradise, thirty of whom shall
safeguard him from Satan and thirty of whom shall ask for his

forgiveness in the midst of nights or the ends of days. Ten of them shall fool
anyone who tries to trick him.” ”
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! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
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Section 45 On the Nobility of Staying up on the Night of the
Middle of Sha’ban and Fasting on the Day of the Middle of
Sha’ban

The following has been reported in the second volume of Kitab al-Tahsil on the
authority of Ahmad ibn al-Mubarak ibn Mansoor, on the authority of our Master
Ali ibn Abi Talib, on the authority of the Prophet (MGB): “When the night of
the middle of Sha’ban comes, you should get up to worship at night and fast
during the day. Indeed God descends from the sunset until dawn and calls, ‘Is
there anyone asking for forgiveness that I may forgive? Is there anyone asking
for sustenance that | may provide for?” ”
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Section 46 On Saying Two Units, Four Units or One-Hundred
Units of Prayers on the Middle Night of Sha’ban

My grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi narrated on the authority of God’s Prophet
(MGB) who said: “Whoever cleans himself thoroughly on the night of the
middle of Sha’ban and puts on clean clothes and goes to the prayer niche and
says the last night prayer and then says two units of prayers and in each unit of
the prayer he recites the Opening Chapter once, three verses from the beginning
of Bagara and Ayat al-Kursi and three verses from the end and in the second
unit he recites the Opening Chapter and ‘Say: | take refuge with the Lord and
Cherisher of Mankind* seven times, ‘Say: | take refuge with the Lord of the
Dawn * seven times, ‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only * seven times and then
salutes and then says four units of prayers and in the first unit he recites Ya-Sin,
and in the second unit he recites Ha-Mim al-Dukhan, in the third unit he recites

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Nas 114:1.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Falaq 113:1.
® The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
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Alif lam mim al-sajda and in the fourth unit Tabarak ul-Mulk. Then he says
one-hundred units of prayers and in each unit he says ‘Say: He is Allah, the One
and Only "ten times and the Opening Chapter once, God the Sublime would
fulfill three of his needs in this world or in the Hereafter. If he wants to see me
on that night he shall see me in his dream.”
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Section 47 Prostration Supplications and Prayers of As-Sadiq
(MGB) on the Middle Night of Sha’ban

My grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi narrated on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa,
on the authority of Aban ibn Taglan, on the authority of Abu Abdullah (MGB):
“On the night of the middle of the month of Sha’ban, the Prophet
(MGB) was with one of his wives. Al-Zumukhshari in Kitab al-Fa’iq
narrated that Umma Salma said, ‘I followed the Prophet (MGB) and
found him heading towards the Al-Bagi. The Prophet (MGB) returned
after |1 did and noted that | had walked quickly after him.” ” Al-
Zumukhshari did not report any supplications.

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
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We read the following in another narration by Al-Tusi on the authority
of As-Sadiq (MGB): “In the middle of the night the Prophet (MGB) got out of
his bed. When his wife woke up, she noted that God’s Prophet (MGB) had left
the bed. Then she felt the jealousy that women usually get on such occasions,
and thought that he (MGB) had gone to the room of one of his other wives.
Then she got up and wrapped her sheet that was not made of fur or cotton but of
camel skin covered with hair around herself. She went to the rooms of the
Prophet’s other wives in search of the Prophet (MGB). Then she noticed
that he (MGB) had fallen on the ground just like a robe and
was prostrating on the earth. She went closer and noted that
he (MGB) was saying the following supplications: ‘I prostrate
myself in adoration before You with my whole thoughts and feelings, putting
faith in You from the bottom of my heart. These are my two hands with which |
have oppressed myself. O’ the All-Mighty, reliance is upon You in doing every
noble deed. Please forgive my serious offences because no one can forgive
grave transgression except the All-Mighty Lord.” ”

Then he raised up his head. Then he prostrated again and | heard him say the
following: I take refuge in the Light of Your Face that illuminated the heavens
and the earths, and eliminated all darkness and put the affairs from the
beginning to the end in order. | take refuge from Your unexpected chastisement,
and a change in Your Well-Being and the ending of Your Blessings. O’ my
God! Please bless me with a devout and pure heart — free from hypocrisy, which
is neither an infidel nor cruel.”

Then he rubbed his cheeks on the dirt and said the following: I put my
face on the dirt because it is my duty to prostrate myself in adoration before
You.”

When the Prophet (MGB) was about to return, she rushed to bed quickly. When
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the Prophet (MGB) returned to bed, he noticed that she was breathing quickly.
He (MGB) asked her: “Why are you breathing so quickly? Do you not know
what night is tonight? This is the night of the middle of Sha’ban on which the
provisions are allocated and the destinies are written. Those who are
to go to Hajj are recorded. Indeed God will forgive many more of His
creatures on this night than there are hairs on the people of the Kalb
tribe. God the Sublime also sends down His angels from the heavens
to Mecca on the Earth.”
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Section 48 Another Narration About Prostration Supplications
and Prayers on the Authority of the Prophet (MGB) on the
Middle Night of Sha’ban

My grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi narrated on the authority of some of the
wives of the Prophet (MGB): “On that night on which God’s Prophet (MGB)
was staying with me, he gently withdrew himself from bed and left. I got up
with the jealousy that women usually get on such occasions, and thought that he
(MGB) had gone to the room of one of his other wives. Then | noticed that he
(MGB) was prostrating on the ground — like a cloak fallen on the face of the
earth — prostrating with his fingers and was saying: “I made it to the morning
with me still poor, fearful and seeking Your Protection. Then please do not
change my name, and do not change my body, nor put me to a severe test and
trial. Please forgive me.”

Then he (MGB) raised his head up, prostrated again and | heard him (MGB)
say: “l prostrate myself in adoration before You with my whole thoughts and
feelings, putting faith in You from the bottom of my heart. These are my two
hands with which | have oppressed myself. O’ the All-Mighty, upon whom |
have hopes in every great affair. Please forgive my serious offences because no
one can forgive the grave transgressions except the All-Mighty.”

Then he (MGB) raised his head and prostrated for the third time. | heard him
(MGB) say the following: ““I take refuge with Your Forgiveness to avoid Your
Retribution. | take refuge with Your Indulgence to avoid Your Displeasure. |
take refuge in Your Forgiveness from Your Wrath. | take refuge with You from
You. You are just as You praise Yourself, but above and beyond that which the
best orators say.”

The he (MGB) raised his head and prostrated for the fourth time and said: “O’
my God! | take refuge in the Light of Your Face that illuminated the heavens
and the earths, and eliminated all darkness and put the affairs from the
beginning to the end in order. | take refuge in it from Your Wrath on me, or
Your Displeasure. | take refuge in You from the ending of Your Blessings,
sudden misfortunes, discontinuation of well-being You gave me, and all Your
displeasure. | return to You with all my power. There is no Change or Power
except with You.”
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When I saw God’s Prophet (MGB) do so, I left him (MGB) and I
returned to my home while I was panting. Then God’s Prophet (MGB)
came after me and said: “Why are you panting?” I said: “I was next to
you, O’ God’s Prophet (MGB).” He (MGB) said: “Do you know what
night is tonight? This is the middle night of Sha’ban in which the
deeds are written and the provisions are allocated and the destinies are
recorded. And God the Sublime will forgive everyone except those

who associate partners with Him, those who continue with their hatred
or break ties of kinship, are alcoholic, insist on committing sins, or are
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poets or rabbis!”

Al oo aldl Gy 0l o el s 13 el g 3 il 4S5 e U3 Syl Ll 2 I
Gl ol alll Jgm)y b ize Co8 s A8 2B € JW) ki) 1 Lot U ns] )T ade
A1 a5 (JYI oS5 (Bl s JLas VI g Lgd olonsy (o il 2 0 € on L

CoalS sl ela sl Cob e aae sl Sns poka sl ‘V}Jcbujyuwiﬁ,mwuu

Chapter 49 On the Birth of Our Master Al-Mehdi (MGB) on the
Middle Night of Sha’ban

Know that in this chapter we mention the birth of our Master Al-Mehdi (MGB)
on the night of the middle of Sha’ban and also the gifts that the Almighty God
grants as a result of exalting his (MGB) birth with the heart, the pen and the
tongue.

The story of his (MGB) noble birth has elaborately mentioned in the book Al-
Tarif Lilmulid al-Sharif where several chapters are dedicated to this as follows.

1. A chapter about buying his (MGB) mother (MGB).

2. A chapter about the story of his (MGB) birth, the name of the nurse, the
women present there and the neighbor who helped with his birth.

3. A chapter about the fact that our Master Imam Al-Hassan Al-Askari offered
his (MGB) offspring upon a group of honorable righteous protectors of the
secrets of Islam.

4. A chapter which mentions the names of those to whom Imam Al-Hassan Al-
Askari (MGB) had given the glad tiding of the birth of Al-Mehdi (MGB).

5. A chapter about the great offering and distributing meat and bread because of
this great birth.

6. A chapter which mentions the names of those to whom our Master Imam Al-
Hassan al-Askari (MGB) gave some of the meat of the sheep which he (MGB)
had offered for his birth.

7. A chapter about determining a contact by Imam Al-Hassan al-Askari (MGB)
when he (MGB) was alive for serving our Master Al-Mehdi (MGB).

We have done extensive research about all these subjects in that book and | do
not know of anyone who has done such a task before us in this order.
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Chapter 50 On the Glad Tiding of His (MGB) Forefather the
Noble Prophet (MGB) about the Birth of Al-Mehdi (MGB)

All the trustworthy honest people have agreed upon the fact that the forefather
of our Master Al-Mehdi (MGB) — i.e. God’s Prophet (MGB) had given the glad
tiding of his (MGB) birth and Islam’s benefiting of his (MGB) government. The
Prophet (MGB) has said that at the time of rule of Al-Mehdi (MGB), he shall
reach to a point of perfection and glory that none of the previous Prophets
(MGB), or their trustees who came after them did not reach - even Solomon
(MGB) who ruled upon men and genies did not reach this state because when
Solomon (MGB) asked God: “He said, “O’ my Lord! Forgive me, and grant
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me a kingdom which, (it may be), suits not another after me: for You are the
Grantor of Bounties (without measure).””* He was not told that his request is
fulfilled and no one will be given more later. Indeed the Almighty God said:
“Then We subjected the wind to his power, to flow gently to his order,
Whithersoever he willed,- As also the evil ones, (including) every kind of
builder and diver,- As also others bound together in fetters.”* Moreover, all the
Muslims agree on the fact that such a great bestowal and big rank has been
given as a gift to Muhammad (MGB) who is the Master of the Prophets (MGB)
and the Seal of the Prophets (MGB) that has not been given to any of the
Prophets (MGB) before him even Solomon (MGB). We also know that the
Riser (MGB) ® shall come at the end of time while the pillars of the religions
which the Prophets (MGB) have brought have become destroyed, the signs of
justice have disappeared, and the effects of the lights of the Divine Leaders
(MGB) have extinguished. And in this condition, he (MGB) fills the earth with
equity, justice and wisdom when it has been filled with ignorance and tyranny.

The explanation is that the Almighty God appointed His Prophet Muhammad
(MGB) as His Messenger (MGB) so as to place a base for all of the religions of
the Prophets (MGB) and the Messengers (MGB) so as to revive the signs of the
truthful ones — including those of the past and the modern generations and that
none of the Prophets and the Messengers (MGB) have reached the place which
the Noble Prophet (MGB) has. Abu Naeem as well as others who memorized
the Qur’an and were opposed to Shiah and lbn Munadi — who is respected by
the opponents of Shiahs — in the book Al-Malahim and Abul Ali Hamedani —
who has a high rank near them — have all endorsed and reported this point.
Moreover, the Shiahs have reported many narrations on the authority of the
Master of the Prophets (MGB) regarding the signs of the appearance and the
rule of Al-Mehdi (MGB).

Based upon this, the rise of Al-Mehdi (MGB) is one of the signs of the Seal of
the Prophets (MGB) and the certification of the bestowal which the Almighty
God has granted upon God’s Prophet (MGB) and He has said: “... to proclaim
it over all religion: and enough is Allah for a Witness. ™

Thus, it is best for the exaltation of the night of the middle of Sha’ban to be as
his (MGB) grandfather Muhammad (MGB) has pointed out. This is because the

! The Holy Qur’an: Sad 38:35.

2 The Holy Qur’an: Sad 38:36-38.
® Imam Mehdi (MGB)

* The Holy Qur’an: Al-Fath 48:28.
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days of the Muslims’ lives has always been darkened and the enemy armies
have defeated them and the wretchedness of their wrong deeds have
encompassed them. And the Exalted God had one born on this night who shall
free them from slavery and open their chained hands and give everyone what
they deserve. He will provide similar conditions for all the people in the East
and the West. He shall treat the people like a kind father to his offspring or like
a forgiving king. This way he shall offer them happiness and the glad tiding of
prosperity in the Eternal Abode. Also on this night, it is best for everyone to
thank the blessings which the Honorable the Exalted God has granted upon that
great king (Al-Mehdi (MGB)). Also we should thank God for the fact that God
has let us be as one of his (MGB) followers and has recorded our name on the
list of his army men and has included us as the supporters of Islam who
eradicate disbelief, rebellion and enmity with Islam and bring prosperity
everywhere — from where the sun rises until the place in which it sets in the end
of the Earth. Also it is best for one to appoint a part of his time on this night for
the Prophet (MGB) since he (MGB) was the means of this birth, prosperity and
great kingdom. Also one should allocate a part of his worship for the pure
forefathers of Al-Mehdi - may God expedite his noble appearance - because
those generous ones were the root of this birth, and have struggled hard in this
way. One should also allocate a part of this night for Al-Mehdi (MGB) because
it is obligatory upon the inferiors to act so in front of their guardian and master.
However, it does not seem that man has the power to sufficiently honor this
birth unless he is helped with the Divine Power. Therefore, it is best for each of
the prosperous worshippers to honor his birth to the extent of the power which
the Almighty God has granted upon them.
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Section 51 Supplications for One Born in the Middle of Sha’ban

In the following supplications, there is a specific mention by the Almighty God
of the one born in the middle of Sha’ban:

“0’ my God! For the sake of this night, and the one born on it - Your Proof and
Your Promise for which You granted it a superior nobility and Your Words
were perfected truly and justly. No one can change Your Words or procrastinate
Your Signs — Your Splendid Light and Your Brilliant Brightness; Your Brilliant
Sign in the obscurity of darkness! He is absent and hidden! His birth is exalted
and his progeny is noble! The Angels will witness to him. God the Almighty
will help him and support him when the promise comes true, the angels will be
among his troops, He will be God’s Sword that will never miss, as light from
Him that will never diminish, and the perseverant who shall never jeopardize
the truth. They are the motives and reasons of the course of events, the honors
of time, the ones in charge of God’s Affairs — the ones in charge of God’s
Affairs. They receive that which comes down in the Night of Destiny — they are
the controllers of the Day of Judgment and Resurrection, the interpreters of his
revelations, the ones in charge of God’s Affairs and the ones who forbid evil.
O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on their last one and the one who
shall rise, who is invisible to the people. Please make his days, his return, his
time, reach maturity, and please let us be with him, as his helpers. Please let us
be his comrades, and record our names as his supporters and sincere friends,

! Referring to the Riser Al-Mehdi (MGB)
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bring us to life again during his reign, gentle and loving, happy and satisfied in
his company, and steadfast in his cause, free from sins. O’ the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful! And ‘Praise be to God the Cherisher and
Sustainer of the worlds; " Please bestow Your Blessings on the Seal of he
Prophets (MGB) and Messengers (MGB), Muhammad (MGB), and on his
Progeny (MGB) — the honest ones, his children — the spokesmen, and curse all
the oppressors. Please make a ruling between us and them. O’ the Best Ruler!”
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Supplications for This Night

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to my grandfather Abi
Ja’far al-Tusi- May God be pleased with him — narrated on the authority of
Kumayl ibn Zyad al-Nakha’ee, “l saw the Commander of the Faithful Ali
(MGB) prostrating on the middle night of Sha’ban and saying these
supplications.”

We read the following in another narration on the authority of Kumay! ibn Zyad

! The Holy Qur’an Al-Fatiha 1:2.
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who said, “T was sitting with my Master the Commander of the Faithful Ali
(MGB) in the Basra Mosque when a group of his companions were with him.
Some of the companions asked, “What does the following words of the
Honorable the Exalted God mean, “In the (Night) is made distinct every affair
of wisdom?””* He (MGB) replied, “It is the middle night of the month of
Sha’ban.”

I swear by Him who controls my life, all that is going to happen to one for the
next year is destined on the middle night of Sha’ban whether it is good or bad.
God will fulfill the prayers of whoever stays up on that night and recites the
supplications of Al-Khizr (MGB). When the Commander of the Faithful Ali
(MGB) went home, | went to see him. He (MGB) asked me, “O’ Kumayl! Why
have you come to see me?” | replied, “O’ Commander of the Faithful! The
supplications of Al-Khizr!”

He (MGB) said, “O’ Kumayl! Please sit down! Once you memorize this recite it
once on each Friday night, or once a month, or once a year, or once in your
lifetime. Then God shall suffice you, help you and provide for your sustenance
and you shall not lose being forgiven. O Kumayl! | grant you the honor of
entrusting this supplication to you due to your long companionship.” Then he
(MGB) added, “Write down: O’ my God! | ask You by Your Mercy which
encompasses all things, by Your Strength by which You overcome all things,
and to which all things submit; and before which all things humble. 1 ask You
by Your Omnipotence by which You have conquered all things, by Your Might
against which nothing can stand up, and by Your Grandeur which prevails upon
the pillars of all things. I ask You by Your Authority which is exercised over all
things, by Your Face that shall endure forever after all things have vanished, by
Your Names which manifest Your Power over the pillars of all things, by Your
Knowledge which encompasses all things, and by the Light of Your Face which
illuminates everything. O’ Light! O’ Holy One! O’ He who existed before the
foremost! O’ He who shall exist after the last! O’ my God! Please forgive me
for my sins that would ruin my integrity. O’ my God! Forgive me for my sins
that would bring down misfortunes. O’ my God! Forgive me for my sins that
would change Divine Favors. O’ my God! Forgive me for my sins that would
hinder my supplications. O’ my God! Forgive me for my sins that would bring
down calamites. O’ my God! Forgive me all the sins that | committed, and
every offense I made. O’ my God! | seek nearness to You through Your
invocation and | pray to You to intercede on my behalf. And | ask You by Your
Generosity to draw me nearer to You, and bless me to be grateful to You, and

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Dukhan 44:4.
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inspire me to remember You. O’ my God! | ask You from the position of a
debased and humble one begging You submissively! | ask You to treat me with
clemency and mercy, and to make me pleased and content with what You have
allocated to me and make me humble in all circumstances. O’ my God! And |
ask You as one who is passing through extreme privation — who prays to You
for his hardest needs and his hope for what You possess has been greatly
increased! O’ my God! Great is Your Authority is Great and Your Position is
Exalted! Your Plan is Secret, Your Authority is Manifest, Your Troops are
Subduing and Your Power is Prevalent and it is not possible to escape from
Your Dominion. O’ my God! | find not one but You to pardon my sins, nor to
conceal my loathsome acts. | have no one but You to change my evil deeds into
virtues. There is no God but You. Glory and praise be to You. | have oppressed
myself. | had the audacity to sin due to my ignorance relying upon my past
remembrance of You and Your Favors towards me. O’ my God! My Guardian!
How many of my loathsome acts have You covered up? How many of my
grievous afflictions have You alleviated? How many of my slippages have You
covered up? How many abominable things have You fended off? How many of
my praises that | do not deserve have You spread abroad? O’ my God! My trials
and sufferings have increased and my evilness has worsened, my good deeds
have diminished and my yokes of evil deeds have become firm. And high
aspirations hinder me from benefitting from good deeds and the world has
deceived me with its allurements and my own self has been affected by
treachery and procrastination. Therefore, O’ my Master! | implore You by Your
Might not to let my sins and my misdeeds prevent my prayers from reaching
Your Realm and not to disgrace me by exposing the secrets that You are aware
of nor to hasten my retribution for the wrong deeds committed by me in secret
which were due to misbehavior, exaggeration, ignorance, excessive lustfulness
and negligence. O’ my God! | beg You by Your Might to be compassionate to
me in all circumstances and well disposed towards me in all matters. O’ my
God! O’ my Lord! Do | have anyone but You? From whom can | ask for the
removal of my loss and looking into my affairs? O’ my God! O’ my Master!
You decreed a law for me but | obeyed my own low desires instead and did not
guard myself against the allurements of my enemy. He deceived me with vain
hopes and fate helped him in that respect. Thus I transgressed some limits set by
You and | disobeyed some of Your Commandments. All praise belongs to You
in all these matters and | have no plea against Your Judgment against me. | have
therefore become liable to Your Judgment and Afflictions. O’ my Lord! Now |
have turned to You after being guilty of shortcomings and transgressions
against myself, apologetically, repentantly, broken heartedly, entreating
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earnestly for forgiveness, submissively confessing since | can find no escape
from what | have done and have no refuge to turn to except seeking Your
Acceptance of my excuse and admitting me into the realm of Your Extensive
Mercy. O’ my God! Please accept my excuse, have Mercy on my intense
sufferings and set me free from my heavy chains! My Lord! Please have mercy
on the weakness of my body, the delicacy of my skin and the brittleness of my
bones. O’ He who originated my creation, my individuality, my upbringing, my
welfare and my sustenance! | beg You to restore Your Favors and Blessings
upon me as You did in the beginning of my life. O’ my God! O’ My master!
And my Lord! What! Will You see me punished with the Fire despite my belief
in Your Oneness; and despite the fact that my heart has been filled with pure
knowledge of You; and when my tongue has repeatedly praised You and my
conscience has acknowledged Your Love and despite my sincere confessions
and my humble supplications to Your Divinity? Alas! You are far too kind to
destroy one whom Your have nourished Yourself, or push away one You have
protected, or scare away one You have sheltered, or abandon in calamities one
You have maintained and have been merciful to. O’ my Master! O’ my God! O’
my Guardian! | wish | had known will You inflict Fire upon faces that have
submissively bowed in prostration to Your Grandeur; or upon the tongues
which have sincerely confirmed Your Unity and expressed gratitude to You; or
upon hearts which have acknowledged Your Divinity with conviction; or upon
minds which accumulated knowledge of You and became submissive to You; or
upon limbs which struggled at the places appointed for Your Worship to adore
You willingly and seek Your Forgiveness submissively? Such sort of harshness
is not expected of You and it is in contradiction with Your Nobility! O’ the All-
Generous! O’ Lord! You are aware of my weakness to bear even a minor
affliction of this world and its consequence and adversity affecting the residents
of this earth, although such afflictions are momentary, short-lived and transient.
Then how can | bear the retributions of the Hereafter which are enormous and
of intensive sufferings, of prolonged period and perpetual duration, that shall
never be alleviated for those who deserve it as they will be the result of Your
Wrath, Your Revenge, and Your Displeasure which neither the heavens nor the
earth can bear! O’ my Master! How can | bear it given that | am a weak,
debased, humble, poor and destitute servant of Yours? O’ my God! My Lord!
My Master! My Guardian! For which of the matters should I complain to You
and for which of them shall | bewail and weep? Shall | bewail for the pains and
harshness of the punishment or for the length of sufferings and their duration?
O’ my God, my Master, my Guardian and my Lord! If You subject me to the
same penalties as Your enemies and cast me with those who deserve Your
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Punishments and separate me from those who love You and Your Friends, even
if | patiently bear Your Punishments, how can | stand being away from You?
Even if | endure the scorching fire of Your Hell, how can | bear not to see Your
Benevolence? How could | remain in the Fire while | have hopes of Your
Forgiveness? O’ my Master! O’ my Guardian! | honestly swear by Your Might
that if You allow me to retain my power of speech in Hell, I shall cry out unto
You amongst its inmates like those who have faith in Your Kindness and I shall
cry for You — like the crying of those who cry for help. And | shall weep for
You — like the weeping of those who have lost their loved ones. | shall keep
calling You and say, ‘Where are You? O’ Guardian of the believers! O’ the
ultimate hope of the knowledgeable ones! O’ He who helps the helpless! O’ the
one loved by those who truly believe in You! O’ Lord of the universe! O’ my
God! Glory and praise be to You! Do You wish to be seen disregarding the
voice of a Muslim servant, incarcerated there for his opposition, tasting its
punishment due to his disobedience and imprisoned within its pits for his
evildoings and misdeeds, crying out to You like the crying of one who has faith
in Your Mercy and calling out to You like those who believe in Your Oneness
and seeking to approach You by means of Your Lordship! O’ my Guardian!
Then how could he remain in torment when he hopefully relies upon Your Past
Forbearance? And how could the fire cause him to suffer when he hopes for
Your Nobility and Mercy. How could its roaring flames char him while You
hear his voice and see his plight and how could he withstand its roaring flames
when You know his sighing and weakness? And how could he be tossed about
between its layers when You know his sincerity? And how could the guards of
hell threaten him when he calls out to You saying ‘O’ my Lord!’? And how
could You abandon him there when he has faith in Your Nobility to set him
free? No! That is not what we think of You! Your Grace does not have such a
reputation! This does not resemble that which You have awarded the
monotheists by Your Kindness and Generosity. | definitely conclude that You
would have made Hell cold and peaceful and there would never have been an
abode or place for anyone in it if You had not ordained punishment for those
who deny You, and had You not decreed Your enemies to reside in Hell. But
Holy are Your Names. You have sworn to fill Hell with the disbelievers from
amongst the genies and mankind and keep them there forever. Glorious and
sublime is Your Praise. From the beginning You favored me with honorable
blessings and said, ‘Is then the man who believes no better than the man who is
rebellious and wicked? Not equal are they.™ My God! My Master! | implore

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Sajda 32:18.
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You by that Power which You destined and by the decree that You ordained
that prevails upon whoever You imposed it on, to bestow me on this night and
at this very hour forgiveness for all the transgressions that | have been guilty of,
all the sins that | have committed, for all the loathsome acts that | have kept
secret and for all the evils done by me, secretly or openly, hidden or not, and for
every evil action that You have ordered the Honorable Recorders (Kiraman
Katibin)' to record and to be witnesses over me along with the limbs of my
body, while You observe me besides them and are aware of what is concealed
from them but keep them secret by Your Mercy, and covered them by Your
Nobility. I ask You to increase my share of all the good that You bestow; all the
favors that You grant; all the virtues that You make known everywhere; all the
sustenance that You expand and all the sins that You forgive and the
wrongdoings that You cover up. O’ Lord! O’ Lord! O’ Lord! O’ my God! My
Master! My Guardian! O’ Possessor of my freedom! O’ He who controls! O’
He who knows my sufferings and helplessness! O’ the All Aware of my poverty
and indigence! O’ Lord! O’ Lord, O’ Lord! I ask You by Your Glory, Sanctity,
Your Superb Attributes and Your Names to cause me to utilize my time, day
and night, in Your Remembrance, by engaging myself in serving Your Cause
and to let my deeds be such as to be acceptable to You, so that all my deeds and
prayers may be transformed into one continuous effort and my life takes the
form of perpetual service to You. O’ my Master! O’ He upon whom | rely! O’
He unto whom | express my distress! O’ Lord! O’ Lord! O’ Lord! Strengthen
my limbs for Your service, strength my bones to persevere in Your Service and
bestow on me the eagerness to fear You and constantly serve You so that | rush
towards You in the race with other forerunners and speed up towards You
amongst those who hasten towards You, and eagerly try to get near You
amongst those who are eager to be near You, and draw myself towards You like
those who sincerely draw themselves towards You, and to fear You like those
who firmly believe in You and thus I may join the congregation of the faithful
near You. O’ my God! Please wish bad for whoever wishes me bad, and plot
against whoever plots against me and assign me a place in Your Presence with
the best of Your Bondsmen and nearest abode to You, for verily that position
cannot be attained except through Your Favor. Please treat me benevolently,
and through Your Greatness extend Your Munificence towards me. Please
protect me through Your Mercy and cause my tongue to accentuate Your
Remembrance and my heart filled with Your love. Please favor me by Your

1 Kiraman Katibin: angels writing down your deeds: “But verily over you (are
appointed angels) to protect you, kind and honorable, writing down (your deeds).
They know (and understand) all that ye do.[The Holy Qur’an: Infitar 82:10-12].
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Gracious Response and overlook my transgressions, and forgive me for my
errors. For verily, You have ordained Your Servants to worship You and have
ordered them to pray to You and have guaranteed them Your Response. So, my
Lord! | look earnestly towards You! And towards You, my Lord! | have
stretched forth my hands! Therefore, by Your Might, respond to my
supplication and let me attain my wishes and, by Your Nobility do not cut off
my hopes from You. Please safeguard me against the evils of my enemies, from
among the genies and mankind — O’ You! Who are readily pleased! Forgive one
who owns nothing but supplication for You do what You Will. O’ He whose
Name is the remedy for all ills and whose Remembrance is a sure treatment for
all ailments and Obedience to whom makes one self-sufficient. Please have
mercy on one whose only asset is hope and whose only armor is lamentation. O’
He who perfects all bounties! O’ He who wards off all misfortunes! O’ Light!
He Who illuminates those who are in bewilderment! O’ Omniscient! He Who
knows without learning! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB) and deal with me as You deem fit. May the blessings of God
be bestowed upon Muhammad (MGB) and the Rightful Divine Leaders (MGB)
from his progeny and may His peace be on them plentifully.”
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On Deeds for the Night of the Middle of the Month of Sha’ban in
the Land of Karbala

The following is narrated through a chain of documents on the authority of Abil
Qasim — may God have mercy upon him — in the book Kitab al-Ziarat on the
authority of Salim ibn Abdul Rahman, on the authority of Abi Abdullah
(MGB): “Whoever spends the night of the middle of the month of Sha’ban in
the land of Karbala, recites ‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only* a thousand
times, and asks God for forgiveness one-thousand times, and then praises God
one-thousand times and stands up and says four units of prayer while reciting
the Verses of the Throne in every unit, God the Honorable the Exalted would
appoint two angels to safeguard him from all evils, all devils and the king, to
record his good deeds, and not record his evil deeds and ask for forgiveness for
him for as long as they are with him.”
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! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
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Section 52 On the Nobility of Reciting the Pilgrimage
Supplications of Al-Hussein (MGB) on the Middle Night of
Sha’ban

Know that the reason that we have delayed the pilgrimage supplications of
Imam Al-Hussein (MGB) and have presented them in this section amongst the
deeds of the night of the middle of Sha’ban is that reciting these pilgrimage
supplications is one of the important deeds of this night. Moreover, the number
of people who need the prayers and the supplications of this night is more than
those who can go on pilgrimage to visit Imam Al-Hussein (MGB). For this
reason, we present the deeds which benefit all of the worshippers who live in
different areas earlier, and then we present the especial pilgrimages and gifts
which are hidden in safe treasuries and only a few people succeed to do them
later. This is similar to the case of Muhammad (MGB) - the Master of the
ancients and the modern people — who was kept safely in the Divine Treasuries
and he (MGB) was appointed to the Prophethood after all the other Prophets
(MGB) while he (MGB) had priority over all of them. Anyway, the narrations
which have been written about this are as follows:

1.The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Dawood al-Qumi about whose trustworthiness, knowledge and
fairness all agree — may the Almighty God act very mercifully with him. He has
written the following through a chain of documents on the authority of Al-
Hassab ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Abu Hamza al-Thumali that he heard
Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB) say: “Whoever likes to be greeted by and hugged by
124,000 Prophets should visit Al-Hussein (MGB) on the night of the middle of
Sha’ban since on that night the angels and the spirits of the Prophets (MGB)
seek God’s permission to visit him and they are granted permission. Blessed be
one who greets them and they hug him. They also include the five Ulul-Azm
Prophets which means Noah (MGB), Abraham (MGB), Moses (MGB), Jesus
(MGB) and Muhammad (MGB).” He (MGB) was asked, “Why are they called
Ulul-4zm?” He (MGB) replied, “Because they are appointed to the
Prophethood upon the east, the west, all the people and the genies.”

2.The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Muhammad ibn
Dawood Qumi, on the authority of lbn Abi Umayr - who had no equal in his
time - on the authority of Muaviyat ibn Vahab — the good and noble worshipper
- has written that Imam As-Sadiq (MGB) said: “When the first day of Sha’ban
comes, a caller calls from beneath the Threshold, ‘O’ the people who have come
to visit Al-Hussein (MGB), you should not stop visiting him (MGB) on the
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night of the middle of Sha’ban. If you knew what benefits are hidden in it, even
if you stayed by him (MGB) for one year until the night of the middle of
Sha’ban of the next year.”

3.The following is narrated on the authority of Muhammad ibn Dawood, on the
authority of Yunus ibn Ya’qoob that Abu Abdullah said: “O’ Yunus! All the
past sins of any pilgrim of Al-Hussein (MGB) on the night of the middle
Sha’ban shall be forgiven. They will be told to restart their deeds.” I said: “Is all
of this for those who visit him (MGB) on the night of the middle of Sha’ban?”
He (MGB) said, “O’ Yunus! If I told the people what is bestowed to the
pilgrims of Imam Al-Hussein (MGB), their heads would be cut off and hung!”

Perhaps what is meant by the recent sentence is that if the Imam (MGB)
expressed all the nobilities of visiting Imam Al-Hussein (MGB) on the night of
the middle of Sha’ban, many who narrated this would be killed by the rulers.

Know that the submission of Imam Al-Hussein (MGB) to God’s Command
when he (MGB) was invited towards martyrdom to give his life is one of the
extraordinary things. Note that he (MGB) was aware of the frightening things
which happened since his grandfather (MGB) and his father (MGB) informed
him.

Thus, no matter how much the Almighty God rewards him (MGB) and his
visitors who strive in the way of the Almighty God, it is not a lot. This is
because what the people consider to be a lot is little to the Almighty God; since
the Almighty God is Powerful, Merciful and Generous and no matter how much
He Grants, His Gifts do not decrease. Rather, an increased amount of His
Bestowals and Blessings would expand His Kingdom.

It is of utmost importance for the pilgrims to be sincere in this task, purify their
intentions and their pilgrimage should be only to carry out the orders of the
Almighty God. They should worship God by doing acts of worship and they
should obey Him by respecting the pilgrimage. This could be done this way. If
you go to visit him (MGB) along with many other pilgrims, you should think
that you are there alone and think that your eyes and mind only belong to the
Lord of the worlds! This is what the intellects of the scholars witness to clearly
as the Almighty God says: ‘And they have been commanded no more than this:
to worship Allah, offering Him sincere devotion... "

4. The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Muhammad ibn
Dawood al-Qumi, on the authority of Abi Abdullah al-Bargi that it was asked

! The Holy Qur’an: Bayana 98:5.
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from Imam As-Sadiq (MGB): “What is the reward of one who visits Al-Hussein
(MGB) in the middle of the Sha’ban and his intention from visiting is just God
and what is by Him, not the people?” He (MGB) said: “God would forgive his
sins on that night even if they are as many as the goats of the Kalb tribe.” He
(MGB) was asked, “May | be your ransom! Will God the Honorable the Exalted
forgive all of his sins?” He (MGB) said: “Do you count this as a lot for the
pilgrim of Imam Al-Hussein (MGB)? How can He not forgive them while
visiting him (MGB) is equal to visiting the Honorable the Exalted God in the
Threshold.”
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5. We read the following in another narration on the authority of As-

Sadiq (MGB), “In the middle of Sha’ban God would forgive all the past and
future sins of the pilgrims of Imam al-Hussein (MGB).”
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Section 53 On the Pilgrimage Supplications of Al-Hussein (MGB)
in the Middle of Sha’ban

You may perform the pilgrimage supplications of Al-Hussein (MGB)
on the first night of the month of Rajab month using the same
pilgrimage supplications. The reason we mention it in the section of the
deeds of the night of the middle of Sha’ban is that this night is greater
than the first night of the month of Rajab. For this reason, we report this
pilgrimage supplication in the best place.

When you decide to do so, make major ritual ablutions, put on your
cleanest clothes, and stand at his (MGB) shrine facing the Qibla. Send
salutations to our Master — the Prophet of God (MGB), the
Commander of the Faithful Ali (MGB), Fatimah (MGB), Al-Hassan
(MGB), Al-Hussein (MGB) and the rest of the Divine Leaders (MGB)
from his Progeny (MGB). Then enter and stand at the shrine, exalt the
Sublime God one-hundred times and say:

“Peace be on you, O’ son of God’s Prophet (MGB)! Peace be on you, O’ son of
the Seal of the Prophets (MGB)! Peace be on you, O’ son of the Master of the
Messengers (MGB)! Peace be on you, O’ son of the Master of the Trustees
(MGB)! Peace be on you, O’ Aba Abdullah (MGB)! Peace be on you, O’
Hussein ibn Ali (MGB)! Peace be on you, O’ son of Fatimah Az-Zahra (MGB),
Master of women in the worlds! Peace be on you, O’ Intimate Friend of God,
and son of His Intimate Friend! Peace be on you, O’ God’s Chosen One, and the
son of His Chosen One! Peace be on you, O’ Proof of God. And the son of His
Proof! Peace be on you, O’ God’s beloved one, and the son of His beloved one.
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Peace be on you, O’ Representative of God, and the son of His Representative!
Peace be on you, O’ Custodian of the Record of Deeds! Peace be on you, O’
Inheritor of the Torah, the Bible, and the Psalms! Peace be on you, O’
Administrator of Divine Mercy! Peace be on you, O’ Partner of the Holy
Qur’an! Peace be on you, O’ the Pillar of the Religion! Peace be on you, O’
Gateway of Wisdom of the Lord of the worlds! Peace be on you, O’ Treasure of
Divine Knowledge! Peace be on you, O’ Depository of Divine Secrets! Peace
be on you, O’ God’s Blood, son of God’s Blood! Peace be on you, and on the
souls of those who came and stayed with you in your camp for good. O’ Aba
Abdullah (MGB)! May my parents be your ransom! Verily, terrible was the
calamity, and your suffering casts gloom upon us and on all the Muslims. So,
God’s Curse be on those who planted the seeds of hostility, persecution and
cruelty to crush you and members of your household. God’s Curse be on those
who renounced your position, and took away from you the ranks which God
had established for you. O’ Aba Abdullah (MGB)! May my parents and myself
be your ransom! | bear witness that, verily, the foundation of the Heavenly
Throne and the creatures jolted when your blood spilled,. The dwellers of the
heavens and the inhabitants of the earth and Paradise and the land and the sea
all shed tears for you. God’s blessings be on you as much as God alone knows.
Here |1 am at your service — O’ He who invited the people unto God — Although
I could not put myself physically at your disposal when you asked for help, and
could not declare my readiness to help you when you sought support, but my
mind and soul, my understanding and insight, are at your beck and call. ‘Glory
be to our Lord! Truly has the promise of our Lord been fulfilled! " | bear
witness that you are pure purified purity; and the offspring of pure purified
purity. You are pure and the land where you are present is rendered pure, and
the earth wherein you are resting has been purified, and also your Holy shrine is
pure. | bear witness that, verily, you treated the people fairly and justly and
invited them to do the same. Verily, you are the truthful who kept his word, told
the truth and proved honest in what you invited the people to do. Verily, you
stood up for God in the earth. | bear witness that, verily you fulfilled the task for
which you were commissioned by God, by your grandfather, the Prophet of
God(MGB), by your father, the Commander of the Faithful Ali (MGB), by your
brother, Al-Hassan (MGB), and gave sincere advice and strived in God’s Way,
and sincerely worshipped God until the inevitable death came unto you.
Therefore, God granted you the best reward ever won and indeed blessed you,
and may His Peace be on you plentifully. O’ my God! Please bestow Your

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Isra 17:108.
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Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Please bestow Your
Blessings on Al-Hussein (MGB) — the Oppressed, the Martyr who showed the
right path, Killed for tears, and surrounded by grief. Please bestow growing,
purified and blessed blessings. Let its beginning rise and do not let it end — the
noblest of the blessings which You have bestowed on any the children of Your
Prophets (MGB) and Messengers (MGB). O’ Lord of the Worlds!” ”

Now kiss the holy shrine and place your right cheek on it, then place your left
cheek upon it. Circumambulate the shrine and kiss all around it. After this go to
the shrine of Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB) and recite the following while standing
at his grave: “Peace from God! Peace from the nearby-stationed angels and the
dispatched Messengers (MGB) and His Servants in the ranks of the righteous
and all who obey Him amongst the residents of the heavens and the earths.
Peace be on Aba Abdullah al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB). God’s Mercy and
Blessings be upon him. Peace be on you, O’ the first one to be killed from the
best descendants of the progeny of Abraham — the Friend of God! May God’s
Blessings be on you and your father who said the following to you, “May God
kill the nation that killed you. O’ my son! How daring they are to the Merciful
and how much do they violate the respect for the Prophet (MGB)! Woe be upon
the world after you!”

“l bear witness that you are the son of the Proof of God and the son of his
Trusted One. May God rule about your murderer, send him to Hell with a
terrible final return. May God let us be amongst your visitors, friends, and
companions of your grandfather, father, uncle, brother, and oppressed mother —
the holy and pure. | disavow to God those who killed you. And ask God your
company in the Eternal Abode. May God’s peace, mercy and blessings be upon
you. Peace be on Al-Abbas (MGB) — son of the Commander of the Faithful
(MGB). Peace be on Ja’far (MGB) — son of the Commander of the Faithful
(MGB). Peace be on Abdullah (MGB) — son of the Commander of the Faithful
(MGB). Peace be on Abi Bakr (MGB) — son of the Commander of the Faithful
(MGB). Peace be on Uthman (MGB) — son of the Commander of the Faithful
(MGB). Peace be on Al-Qasim ibn al-Hassan. Peace be on Abi Bakr ibn al-
Hassan. Peace be” on Abdullah ibn al-Hassan. Peace be on Muhammad ibn
Abdullah ibn Ja’far ibn Abi Talib. Peace be on Ja’far ibn Ageel. Peace be on
Abdul Rahman ibn Ageel. Peace be on Abdullah ibn Muslim ibn Ageel. Peace
be on Muhammad ibn Abi Sa’ed ibn Ageel. Peace be on Oan ibn Abdullah ibn
Ja’far ibn Abi Talib. Peace be on you — members of the chosen Household
(MGB). Peace be on you — people of gratitude and contentment. Peace be on
you — God’s helpers, His men from amongst the people of truth, calamities, and
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the fighters in His Way. | bear witness that You are as God the Honorable the
Exalted said, ‘How many of the Prophets fought (in Allah’s way), and with them
(fought) large bands of godly men? But they never lost heart if they met with
disaster in Allah’s way, nor did they weaken (in will) nor give in. And Allah
Loves those who are firm and steadfast.  You were never weakened and never
gave in until you met God on the Right Path, with His Help and God’s Perfect
Word. And may God bestow blessings on your spirits and your bodies. And
may His Peace be on them plentifully. Indeed you were saved. By God | loved
to be with you so that I may have been saved. Have the glad tidings of God’s
Promises which He shall never break since He never breaks His promise. | bear
witness that you are the noble ones, and the masters of the martyrs in this world
and the Hereafter. | bear witness that you struggled in God’s way, and you were
killed in the way of God’s Prophet (MGB) and You are the forerunners, the
fighters. 1 bear witness that you are God’s helpers and the helpers of His
Prophet (MGB). Praise be to God, Who honored His Promise and showed you
what you liked. May God’s peace, mercy and blessings be upon you.”

Then consider greeting the martyrs and say: “Peace be on Sa’eed ibn Abdullah
al-Hanafi. Peace be on Hur ibn Yazid al-Riahi. Peace be on Zahir ibn al-
Yageen. Peace be on Habib ibn Mazahir. Peace be on Muslim ibn Usaje. Peace
be on Agabat ibn Sam’an. Peace be on Barir ibn Khazeer. Peace be on Abdullah
ibn Umayr. Peace be on Nafe’a ibn Hilal. Peace be on Munzar ibn al-Mufazzla
al-Ju’afi. Peace be on Amru ibn Qarzat al-Ansari. Peace be on Abi Samamt al-
Sa’edi. Peace be on Joan, the servant of Abizar al-Qaffari. Peace be on Abdul
Rahman ibn Abdullah al-Azudi. Peace be on Abdul Rahman and Abdullah — the
sons of Urwat. Peace be on Saif ibn al-Harith. Peace be on Malik ibn Abdullah
al-Hairi. Peace be on Hanzalat ibn As’ad al-Shabami. Peace be on Qasim ibn al-
Harith al-Kahili. Peace be on Bashr ibn Umar al-Hazrami. Peace be on Abis ibn
Shubaib al-Shakiri. Peace be on Hajjaj ibn Masrooq al-Ju’afi. Peace be on
Amru ibn Khalaf and his servant Sa’eed. Peace be on Hisan ibn al-Harith. Peace
be on Majma ibn Abdullah al-A’izi. Peace be on Na’eem ibn Ajlan. Peace be on
Abdul Rahman ibn Yazid. Peace be on Umar ibn Abi Ka’ab. Peace be on
Suleiman ibn Oaf al-Hazrami. Peace be on Qays ibn Mushar al-Siydavi. Peace
be on Uthman ibn Farvat al-Qaffari. Peace be on Qaylan ibn Abdul Rahman.
Peace be on Qays ibn Abdullah al-Hamedani. Peace be on Umayr ibn Kunad.
Peace be on Hablat ibn Abdullah. Peace be on Muslim ibn Kunad. Peace be on
Suleiman ibn Suleiman al-Azudi. Peace be on Hammad ibn Hammad al-
Muradi. Peace be on Amir ibn Muslim and his servant Muslim. Peace be on

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-i-Imran 3:146.
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Badr ibn Rugayt and his two sons Abdullah and Ubaydullah. Peace be on
Ramith ibn Umar. Peace be on Sufyan ibn Malik. Peace be on Zuhayr ibn
Sayyar. Peace be on Qasit and Karsh — the sons of Zuhayr. Peace be on Kananat
ibn Atiq. Peace be on Amir ibn Malik. Peace be on Munia ibn Zyad. Peace be
on Nu’aman ibn Amru. Peace be on Jilas ibn Amru. Peace be on Amir ibn
Julayda. Peace be on Zaida ibn Muhajir. Peace be on Habib ibn Abdullah al-
Nahshali. Peace be on Hijaj ibn Yazid. Peace be on Juwayr ibn Malik. Peace be
on Zabi’at ibn Amru. Peace be on Zuhayr ibn Bashir. Peace be on Mas’ood ibn
al-Hajjaj. Peace be on Ammar ibn Hisan. Peace be on Jundab ibn Hajir. Peace
be on Suleiman ibn Kaseer. Peace be on Zahir ibn Suleiman. Peace be on Qasim
ibn Habib. Peace be on Anas ibn Kahil al-Asadi. Peace be on Zargamat ibn
Malik. Peace be on Zahir — the servant of Amru ibn al-Hamg. Peace be on
Abdullah ibn Yagtar the baby of Al-Hussein (MGB). Peace be on Munjah — the
servant of Al-Hussein (MGB). Peace be on Suwayd — the servant of Shakir.

Peace be on you — the Divine! You are God’s Chosen ones. God has chosen you
for Abi Abdullah (MGB). You are so special that God has chosen you. | bear
witness that you were Killed for inviting to the Right Path, you helped and died
by giving your souls along with the grandson of the Prophet (MGB). You are
the prosperous ones who have attained high ranks. May God bestow the best of
what He has ever bestowed on those who patiently persevered along with the
Prophet of God (MGB) to you — the brethren and the helpers. May what is
bestowed upon you and the greetings be prosperous for you. Mercy of God has
covered you and you have attained the honor of the Hereafter.”

When you decide to leave, say the following that is found in some of the
farewell supplications: “Peace be on You! O’ my Guardian! Peace be on You!
O’ God’ Proof! Peace be on you, O’ God’s Chosen one! Peace be on you, O’
sincere ones for God! Peace be on you, O’ murdered in thirst! Peace be on you,
O’ the loneliest of the lonely ones! Peace be on you, greetings of one who says
farewell but never gets weary. Thus if | return now, it is not due to weariness or
a bad opinion about what has been promised to those who persevere. May God
not make this be my last occasion for visiting you. May God bless me with
return to your shrine - staying in your residence and standing in your sacred
shrine. | ask God to make me prosperous for your sake and let me be with you
in this world and the Hereafter.”
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Section 54 On Praying on the Night of the Middle of Sha’ban near
Al-Hussein (MGB)

It was first planned to report this prayer before the farewell supplications for the
middle of Sha’ban so that it is not neglected due to the farewell supplications
and getting distant from the shrine. However, it was noted that it is more
important to present the pilgrimage supplications, and putting off its farewell is
opposed to customs. Thus, this prayer is reported along with the deeds for the
pilgrimage of Imam Al-Hussein (MGB) so that it may be attended to by the
interested ones and acted upon. This is the prayer of Al-Hussein (MGB).

It has also been reported in the section on deeds for the week in the fourth
volume of the book series Al-Muhimat val-Tatamat for deeds on Friday with
the only exception that it has additional supplications there. Muhammad ibn Ali
Al-Tarazy has written the following in his own handwriting in his book,
reported from the hand written script of Sheikh Abil Hassan Muhammad ibn
Harun — may God give him success — without mentioning the chain of
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documents.

The prayer for the middle night of Sha’ban at the shrine of our Master Abi
Abdullah al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB) consists of four units. In each unit recite
the Opening Chapter fifty times, ‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only *fifty
times, and read them in the bowing down ten times.

You should do the same when you stand upright from the bowing down
position, and the same in when you are in prostration.

Then say the following supplications: “You are God who fulfilled the prayers of
Adam and Eve when they said, ‘Our Lord! We have wronged our own souls: If
You forgive us not and bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be
lost. 2 And Noah called upon You and You answered his prayer and saved him
and his Progeny from the grave grief. And You put out the Fire of Nimrud on
Your Friend Abraham (MGB) and made it cool and peaceful for him (MGB).
And You are the One who fulfilled the prayers of Job (MGB), ‘...when He cried
to his Lord, “Truly distress has seized me, but You are the Most Merciful of
those that are merciful.” ”* You removed his distress and granted his wife one
like themselves in the form of Mercy from You and as a means of remembrance
for the wise. You are the One who fulfilled the prayers of Zun-nun when °.. he
cried through the depths of darkness, “There is ho God but You: glory to You: |
was indeed wrong!” ” * and You saved him from his sorrow. And You are the
One who fulfilled the prayers of Moses and Aaron, and said, ‘...Accepted is
your prayer (O’ Moses and Aaron)!...” > And drowned Pharaoh and his people,
and forgave David’s sin, awakened his heart, and pleased his enemy by Your
Mercy and Your Remembrance. And You are the One who gave up Abraham’s
sacrifice® in return for the grand sacrifice’. Then they submitted to You and
Abraham (MGB) laid him down on the ground but You called him and gave
him the glad tidings of Relief and Mercy. And You are the One Zakariya
(MGB) cried to in secret, ‘Praying: “O’ my Lord! Infirm indeed are my bones,
and the hair of my head doth glisten with grey: but never am | unblest, O’ my
Lord, in my prayer to You!” ”® And You are the One who said, ‘...they used to

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Araf 7:23.

® The Holy Qur’an: Anbiya 21:83.

* The Holy Qur’an: Al-Anbiya 21:87.
® The Holy Qur’an: Yunus 10:89.

® Ishmael (MGB)

7 Al-Hussein (MGB)

® The Holy Qur’an: Maryam 19:3.
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call on Us with love and reverence, and humble themselves before Us.” ** And
You are the One who made it incumbent upon yourself to give more to those
who believe and do good out of Your Nobility. O’ Lord! Please do not let me
amongst the lowliest of those who beg to You. Please fulfill my prayers as You
did for them for their sake, and purify me, accept my prayers and good deeds
and purify the rest of my life. Please purify my death. And be my successor
Yourself, and protect them with my supplications. Please let my progeny be a
pure one, and safeguard them Yourself by the same means with which You
safeguard the Progeny of Your Friends and those who obey You — by Your
Mercy — O’ Merciful! O’ He who has power over all things. O’ He who
observes all things. O’ He who is close to all who beg. O’ He who fulfill the
needs of all His Creation who pray to Him. You are God! There is no God but
You — The Living! The Eternal! The One! The Eternal, Absolute! He begetteth
not, nor is He begotten; And there is none like unto Him! You possess a Power
by which You are High above Your Throne, raised up Your heavens,
established Your mountains, covered Your earth, made the rivers flow and You
controlled the clouds, the sun, the moon, the night and the day by it, and created
all creatures with it. 1 ask You by the Grandeur of Your Noble Face that
illuminated the heavens and brightened the darkness. | ask You to bestow Your
Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB).

Please take care of my enemies, my afterlife and my sustenance. O’
Lord! Please improve my affairs and do not leave me to myself even
for the twinkling of an eye. Improve the affairs of my father and
wife and enrich me and them with extended sustenance from Your
Treasures and Nobility. O’ God! Please bless me with the knowledge of
Your Religion and benefit me from what You let Your Servants You were
pleased with benefit from. And establish a leader for me from amongst
the pious people as You did with Abraham (MGB). For indeed the
pious ones get prosperous by Your Success, the ones who want to
repent, repent to You and the ones who want to worship, worship You
and the righteous ones are saved by Your Help and Guidance. O’ my
God! Please grant my soul piety as You are its Guardian and Master,
and You are the best to purify it.

O’ my God! Please clarify growth and piety for it, and let it land in the
highest points of Paradise. Please purify my death and my life with the

! The Holy Qur’an: Anbiya 21:90.
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noblest transfer to afterlife and the best habitation and protection since
You are my Lord and Master! O’ my God! Please hear and fulfill my
prayers by Your Mercy, and by the rank of Muhammad (MGB), Ali
(MGB, Fatimah (MGB), Al-Hassan (MGB), Al-Hussein (MGB), Ali
ibn al-Hussein (MGB), Muhammad ibn Ali (MGB), Ja’far ibn
Muhammad (MGB), Musa ibn Ja’far (MGB), Ali ibn Musa (MGB),
Muhammad ibn Ali (MGB), Ali ibn Muhammad (MGB), Al-Hassan
ibn Ali (MGB), and the Your Proof — the Riser (MGB)' and their
position near You — O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.” ”
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Section 55 On the Description of the Night Prayer for the Middle
of Sha’ban

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of my
grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi — may God be pleased with him — about deeds for
the middle of Sha’ban. After saying the night prayers, say two units of prayers
and then say the following supplications: “O’ my God! Please bestow Your
Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) — the tree of Prophethood and
the position of the Prophetic mission and where angels will come and go; the
treasurers of knowledge, the Household of revelations. Please let me attain my
desires on this night, and accept the means of my appealing to You. | implore
You by Muhammad (MGB), Ali (MGB) and their Trustees (MGB), | rely upon
You and ask You. O’ the Responder of the cries of the distressed ones! O’
Resting place for the fugitives! O’ the Ultimate desire of those who desire and
the Last Resource of those who are needy. O’ my God! Please bestow Your
Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) — blessings that are abundant,
pure which should please them and grant them their due rights. O’ my God!
Please revive my heart with Your Obedience and do not make me ashamed of
my disobedience to You. O’ God! Please bless me with sympathy with those
whose sustenance is restricted with the abundance in my share of sustenance out
of Your Nobility, as You are the One who expands Nobility and distributes
Justice, and Fit for all good.”
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Then say two units of prayers and say the following: “O’ my God!
You are called, hoped for, the provider of good, and the remover of

evil. You are the Forgiver, the Pardoner, the Sublime who hears

prayers! | ask You on this night the fulfillment of my prayers, turning
back to You, repentance, good return and the best of what You allocate, and of
every affair of wisdom that is made distinct." You are aware of my conditions
and merciful to me. Please favor me with what You favor Your weak

servants with and let me be of the inheritors, and of those who shall reside
near Yourself in the Permanent Abode and the abode of the good people.”
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Then say two units of prayers and say the following: “Glory be to the
Only other than whom there are no gods. The Eternal who has no

beginning! The Perpetual for whom there is no termination! The
Diligent for whom there is no rest!

You are the Everlasting and shall not perish! The Creator of the seen and

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Dukhan 44:4.
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the unseen! He knows everything without being taught! He is the
forerunner in imagining what would not even fit in man’s thoughts. ‘Glory be to
Him! High is He above the Partners they attribute to Him!* O’ my God! |
beg You confessing to Your Eternal Calamities and Blessings to
bestow Your Blessings on the best of Your Prophets (MGB), Prophet
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) — Your Chosen and Loved Ones.
| also beg You to bless me when meeting You!”
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Then say two units of prayers and say the following: “O’ He who
removes grief! O’ He who eases all hardships! O’ He who bestows
bounties before one deserves them! O’ He who is the refuge for the
people and their trust! You have ordered us to pray and have guaranteed an
answer. Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB).
Please provide me with all good and relieve me from my worries due to them.
O’ God! Please bless me with the coolness of Your Forgiveness, the sweetness
of Your Remembrance, and the expectation of Your Rule! Please take a
merciful look upon me with one of Your Looks. Please let my life
be filled with abundance for as long as You let me live. Please let my
death be filled with joy and pleasure for me and in my favor. Please do not
make me poor during my life so that | do not come from this life to meet You in
the Hereafter in a weary state for indeed You have power over all
things.”
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! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Zumar 39:67.
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Then say two units of prayers and say the following before you stand
up to say the Al-Vatr prayers: “O’ my God! Lord of the even and the
odd, the night as it passes away. | ask You for the sake of this night on which
whatever is to be divided amongst Your worshipping servants is determined and
divided to increase my share of it, do not change my name, and do not
change my body. Do not let me go blind instead of being guided. Please let me
have a prosperous and acceptable ending — O’ He who is the best inclined to
and begged of.”

S RUPERPRE LU RSPUTUD IR B RURIJEY WPH PRI AR WPt
Vs g g iz o Lo b cpsiomalls B Lo e L i Al oo 5on
Csbp b gl Balandly J @il oo LN o Yy a8 Ny ol J3

(. gy adl

Then stand up to say the Al-Vatr prayers. Once you finish the hand
supplications for the Al-Vatr prayer and while you are still standing up
before bending down say the following supplications: “ O’ my God!
O’ He whose Loftiness is written on the borders of the Curtains of the
royal court. O’ He who is hope and aspirations and a place to turn to for
all who are in hardship “...Truly distress has seized me, but You are the
Most Merciful of those that are merciful.”* The roads have become
restricted for me but “You are the best Sustainer (of our needs).”> Why
should I fear while You are my hope. How should | be at a loss while
You are my savings for times of hardship. O’ my God! | ask You by
Your Glory and Beauty that are behind veils, by the Splendor of Your
Perfection that has encircled the Throne and by the juncture of the Might
of Your Throne, with steadfast pillars and by the Dominion of Your
Authority over which Your Power has control! O’ He whose Orders none
can reverse and whose decrees none can procrastinate! Please let there

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Anbiya 21:83.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ma'ida 5:114.
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be a cover from Your Cover and a protector between me and my
enemies by Your Order. O’ He whose Power even destructive winds cannot
overcome, sharp swords cannot harm Him, and fine spears cannot penetrate
Him. O’ Mighty of Assault! O’ Exalted in the Throne! Please
remove my harms - O’ Remover of harm from Job (MGB)*! Please
place a barrier between me and those who wish to flood me with
misfortunes and direct destructive events towards me by Your
Sufficiency and Your Protection. Please relieve me from my worries and
sorrow — O’ He who gave comfort to Jacob’s sorrow! Please let
me overcome those who wish to overcome me - O’ Conqueror
who cannot be overcome! “And Allah turned back the Unbelievers for (all)
their fury: no advantage did they gain; and enough is Allah for the believers in
their fight. And Allah is full of Strength, able to enforce His Will.”* “...But We
gave power to those who believed, against their enemies, and they became the
ones that prevailed.”® O’ He who saved Noah (MGB) from the oppressive
people. O’ He who saved Lot (MGB) from the corrupt people. O’ He who saved
Hud (MGB) from the oppressive people. O’ He who saved Muhammad (MGB)
from the people who made fun of him. | ask You for the sake of this month
and its days during which Your Prophet (MGB) used to fast and stay
up at nights to worship all during his noble lifetime, to record me
amongst those whose deeds are accepted, whose hopes are fulfilled,
and have spent their life in Your Obedience. Let me fast all the
obligatory fasting month completely and perfectly, so that my sins get
all wiped out along with its passage. | take refuge in You by Your Grand
Names, and the friendship of Your Noble Trustees (MGB) who are in charge of
the affairs. Each of them being a Divine Leader (MGB) after the other.
They are the Lights in darkness and God’s Proofs over all people.
May the best of Your Peace and Blessings be upon them (MGB). O’
my God! | ask You for the sake of the Sacred House, Rukn and Magam* and
the grand Signs to grant me on this night of Your Abundant
Donations, and withhold from me Your Calamities. O’ my God! Please bestow
Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Please do not let my

! Ayoub

2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ahzab 33:25.

® The Holy Qur’an: Saf 61:14.

* Referring to the holy places in the House of God in Ka'ba, i.e. the Station of Abraham, etc.
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share of this be just reciting this prayer. Rather, let its fulfillment be my share as
indeed You have power over all things.”
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I saw that in an old book in the shrine of our Master Ali (MGB) there
wasarration regarding the night recommended prayers reported with these
characteristics and supplications on the authority of our Master Zayn al-Abedin
(MGB). It included the following statement: “Recite the above supplications
‘O’ my God! O’ He whose Loftiness ...(to the end)” after you say the Al-Vatr
prayers.
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Section 56 On Staying up on the Night of the Middle of Sha’ban

Know that whoever is successful in worshipping God the Exalted considering
that God sees him would not let any part of this night pass without him
engaging in some good deeds. However, if he has some excuse in performing
some of the deeds that were presented and explained or attends to some of these
deeds without sincerity due to negligence, he might spend some of this night
without performing good deeds. We hope that such a person does not spend any
of this time in doing deeds that may be harmful to his afterlife or would not
benefit him after death. This is because based on the narrations that
were presented, this is one of the four nights of the year on which it is
highly recommended to stay up and perform acts of worship. Based
onarration on the authority of the Prophet (MGB): “Whoever stays up on the
night of the Eid and the middle night of Sha’ban to worship, his heart shall not
perish on the day all hearts perish!”

Thus, even if you lose control and fall asleep for a portion of the night
and you fail to do some of your acts of worship or say your
supplications, let this be like the sleeping of the servants who sleep in

order to gain strength to do your acts of worship. Do not sleep as a matter
of habit like quadrupeds as you may lose some of what the knowledgeable ones
may attain by the sleeping of the neglectful ones.
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How to End this Night

The way to end great times was said before. Thus, you can act accordingly since
what was said there is sufficient for anyone who knows what it means. Now we
recommend that you entrust your deeds on the last moments of the night of the
middle of Sha’ban to one of the Immaculate Divine Leaders (MGB) whom you
really believe in and who can serve as a mediation between you and God the
Exalted. Attend to God by attending to him so that he (MGB) may present your
deeds without any imperfections to God and deliver them with request for
Pardon and Forgiveness. He (MGB) may be able to open up the doors of
acceptance and raise your deeds up through the stairways to heaven in such a
way that you hope. You should never have a good opinion of yourself and your
acts of obedience since there are many deeds that you may have thought you did
them perfectly with a lot of hope of acceptance, but then you have found out
that much to your surprise they have been imperfect. Then how would it be

if God the Exalted from whom nothing is hidden is watching over your
deeds.
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