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Section 14 Supplications for Starting the Month of Ramadhan

If we had reported these supplications in the section on the very first moments
of the beginning of the month of Ramadhan, there would have not been enough
time for you to use them. That is because once the Month of Ramadhan starts
you have to say the obligatory evening prayer on the first night followed by the
supplications, prayers and other deeds. Thus, we found no place better than here
to present the supplications for starting the month of Ramadhan.

The following supplications for the beginning of the month is narrated through
a chain of documents to our master Zayn al-Abedin (MGB) from his Sahifeh
Sajjadieh, “Praise be to God who guided us to His Praise and placed us among
the people of praise so that we might be thankful for His Beneficence and that
He might recompense us for that with the recompense of the good-doers! And
praise be to God who favored us through His Religion, singled us out for His
Creed, and directed us onto the roads of His Beneficence so that we may travel
to His Pleasure — a praise which He will accept from us and through which He
will be pleased with us! And praise be to God Who appointed among those
roads His Month, the month of fasting, the month of Ramadhan, the month of
purity, the month of submission, the month of putting to test, and the month of
standing in prayer, ‘... in which was sent down the Qur’an, as a guide to
mankind, also clear (Signs) for guidance and judgment (Between right and
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wrong)..." He clarified its excellence over other months by the many sacred
things and known excellencies which He placed therein. He made unlawful in it
what He declared lawful in other months to magnify it. He prohibited foods and
drinks in it to honor it, and He appointed for it a clear time which He does not
allow to be moved forward or delayed. Then He made one of its nights surpass
the nights of a thousand months and named it the Night of Destiny Therein
come down the angels and the Spirit by Allah’s permission, on every errand. *
With a peace, constant in blessings until the rising of the dawn on whichever of
His servants whom He wills and according to His firm decrees. O’ my God!
Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) and
inspire us with knowledge of its excellence, veneration of its sacredness, and
caution against what You have forbidden during it, and help us to fast in it by
restraining our limbs from acts of Your Disobedience and employing them in
acts that please You, so that we do not lend our ears to idle talk and do not hurry
to diversion with our eyes, and do not extend our hands toward the forbidden
and do not take any steps toward the prohibited, and our bellies only hold what
You have made lawful and our tongues speak only what You have exemplified,
undertake nothing but what brings close to Your Reward, and pursue nothing
but what protects from our Punishment! Then rid all of these from the false
showing off of those who show off or the fame seeking of those who seek fame
so that we do not associate anything as partner with You and seek no goal but
You. O’ my God! Please enable us to attend to the appointed prayers within the
limits You have set the obligations You have decreed, and the times You have
specified. In the prayers let us reach the rank of those who have reached the
rank of the guardians of their pillars, the performers of prayers on time
according to the traditions of Your Servant and Your Prophet Muhammad
(MGB) regarding bowing down, prostrations and all the other acts with the most
perfect and pure form and the most evident and intense humility! Give us
success in this month to strenghten our ties of kin with goodness and gifts,
attend to our neighbours with favors and gifts, rid our possessions from bad
results and purify them through payment of alms, go to those who have
abandoned us, fairly treat those who have oppressed us, make peace with those
who show enmity to us except for those who are animous towards You since
they are enemies that we will not make friends with and shall never hold them
dear. Enable us to seek nearness to You through sincere deeds by which You

! The Holy Qur’an: Baqara 2:185.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Qadr 97:4.
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may purify us from sins and protect us from renewing faults, such that what any
of Your angels brings in the form of obedience and proximity is less than what
we bring! O’ my God! I ask You for the sake of this month, and for the sake of
those who worship You during it, from its beginning to its end, and for the sake
of nearby-stationed angels, the dispatched Prophets (MGB), or Your
distinguished righteous servant, to keep us safe from deviation in professing
Your Religion, failure in glorifying You, doubt in Your Oneness, blindness
toward Your Path, sluggishness in serving You, lethargy in doing deeds for
Your Love, rushing towards Your Displeasure, and being deceived by Your
enemy, the accursed Satan! O’ my God! Please make us deserve what You have
promised Your Friends by Your Nobility, grant us what You grant those who
obey You, let us be of those who deserve the highest rank in Your Paradise, and
place us in the ranks of those who deserve companionship of those in the
highest rank through Your Mercy and Kindness. O’ my God! Some people are
freed by Your Pardon and Overlooking on each night of this month. Please let
us be of those who are freed and let us be of the best of the people for this
month. Please make our sins disappear along with the disappearance of its
crescent, let its consequences pass us with the passage of its days, until it passes
and You have purified us from the faults and freed us from the evils. O’ my
God! If we go the wrong way during it, please guide us to the Right Way, if we
deviate lead us to the Straight Path, and if we are trapped by Your enemy - the
accursed Satan, rescue us from him. O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings
on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). And fill this month with our acts of
worship, with its times adorned with our acts of obedience. Please help us fast
during its days, and wake up at nights to pray and be submissive to You with
reverence and humility before You, so that its days do not pass with our
ignorance and its nights do not pass with excess. O my God! Please let us be
during other months and times and what is left from the years and the years of
our life amongst Your Servants who are sincere in faith. ‘And those who
dispense their charity with their hearts full of fear, because they will return to
their Lord. It is these who hasten in every good work, and these who are
foremost in them.” ‘Who will inherit Paradise: they will dwell therein (for
ever)” 2 O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB)- the Immaculate Ones (MGB); and greet them many times.”

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Muminun 23:60-61.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Muminun 23:11.
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Beware that the previous supplications and the one that we are going
to report next have been reported from the manuscripts in the
handwriting of my grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi — may God have mercy on
him. He reported these two amongst the supplications for the first day of the
month of Ramadhan. The first one is for the beginning of the month of
Ramadhan and the second one is for the beginning of the year. It is obvious that
when the crescent of the moon for the month of Ramadhan is seen, the new year
also begins. The following has been reported in a pamphlet by Sheikh al-Mufid
- Muhammad ibn Muhammad Al-Nu’man -

a copy of which I possess. The pamphlet begins with the issue of the Prophets
(MGB) being immaculate. One of the Immaculate Divine Leaders (MGB) was
guestioned whether the new year starts at night or in the day. He (MGB)
responded that it starts at night. Thus it is best for these two supplications to be
included in this section that is about the deeds of the first night.

The Second Supplication

The following supplication has been narrated in various ways including what
we read in Man La Yahzaruh Al-Faqgih by Ibn Babuyih as follows. It has been
narrated on the authority of the good servant Musa ibn Ja’far (MGB): “Recite
these supplications at the beginning of the new year in the month of Ramadhan.
Whoever recites these supplications with sincere intentions shall not suffer from
any chaos or harm in his religion, worldly affairs or helath. and God would
protect him from whatever occurs to him during that year.”
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“O’ God! I ask You, in the name of Your Name before which everything
kneels down, in the name of Your Mercy which encompasses everything; in the
name of Your Might which subdues everything and by Your Grandeur to which
all things are humble by Your Strength to which all things are humble and by
Your Omnipotence which has conquered all things and by Your Knowledge
which encompasses all things. O’ Light! O’ Holy One! O’ the First before
everything! O’ Everlasting after all things. O’ God! O’ Beneficent! Please
bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Forgive me for
my sins that would change Divine Favors. Please forgive me for my sins that
would bring down misfortunes. And forgive me for my sins that would cut off
hope. Forgive me for my sins that would allow enemies to lay hands on me.
Forgive me for my sins that would nullify supplications. Forgive me for my sins
that would bring down calamities. Forgive me for my sins that would hold off
rain from the sky. Forgive me for my sins that would expose what has been
forgotten. Forgive me for my sins that would expedite destruction. Forgive me
for my sins that would result in remorse. Forgive me for my sins that would ruin
my integrity and bless me with Your Impregnable Protective Covering which
never collapses. Please safeguard me from the evils which may frighten me by
threats, day in and day out, throughout this year. O’ my God! Lord of the seven
heavens and the seven layers of the earth and all that is therein and all that is
between them. O’ Lord of the Throne Supreme! O’ Lord of ‘the Seven Oft-
repeated (verses) and the Grand Qur’an’*. O’ Lord of Israfil, Michael, and
Gabriel! O’ Lord of Muhammad (MGB) — the Seal of the Prophets (MGB) and
the Master of the Messengers (MGB). | ask You in Your Name and in Name of
that which You referred to Yourself. O’ the All-Mighty! You are He who gives
great favors, fends off all dangers, gives abundant things, and rewards a lot in
exchange for a little. You do what You Will. O’ Almighty! O’ God! O’

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Hijr 15:87.
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Merciful! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny
(MGB) and cover me with Your Protection during this year. Illuminate my face
with Your Light, love me with Your Love, and let Your Pleasure and Abundant
Gifts reach me. The best of what is with You, and the best of what You have
ever bestowed to any of Your creatures except for the one no one equals to in
this world and the Hereafter. Also bless me with well-being. O’ He who settles
all complaints! O’ He who sees clearly all that is whispered! O’ He who knows
all which is kept undisclosed! O’ He who protects from calamities whenever He
Wills! O” Generous one who Pardons! O’ He who overlooks faults! Please let
me depart from this world adhering to the creed of the Prophet Abraham
(MGB), his disposition and following the religion and way of life of
Muhammad (MGB) — the best departure. Please take my life in love of Your
Friends, and as enemy of Your enemies. O’ God! Please fend off from me,
during his year, all words or deeds that could push me far away from You and
keep me close to all deeds and words which bring me near to You during this
year — O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. Please prevent me from all
words or deeds that could cause an evil result on account of which | am scared
of Your Aversion; and | am afraid that You may turn Your Noble Face away
from me and | be prohibited from obtaining my share of good fortune that is
near You — O’ Compassionate, O’ Merciful. O’ God! Throughout this year,
please keep me under Your Custody, near Yourself and by Your Side. Cover me
with Your Protective Covering and bestow on me Your Benevolence since
anyone under Your Protection is honored and Glorious and Sublime is Your
Praise and there is no God but You. O’ my God! Please let me follow Your past
Friends, and let me be closely tied up with them; and believe what they
truthfully said on Your Behalf. O’ my God! I take refuge with You from being
surrounded with slippages, crimes, ignorance, harming myself, following lust,
engagining in carnal desires that cause a barrier between me and Your Mercy
and Pleasure and | be forgotten by You and be subjected to Your Wrath and
Revenge. O’ my God! Please grant me success in doing deeds that would please
You and help me get close to You. O’ God! You did everything to help Your
Prophet Muhammad (MGB) regarding the threats of his enemies, removed his
anxieties, relieved his troubles, honored Your Promise, and completely carried
it out. O’ my God! Please keep me safe from fearful things and events, during
this year, and from their consequences including ailments, confusion, evil,
sorrow; and the economic recession. And through Your Mercy let me attain
perfect well-being from the Everlasting Bounties until the end of my life. I ask
You just like a person who has transgressed and oppressed others, but
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surrenders and confesses. | ask You to forgive my past sins that are counted by
Your preserving angels, and which have been recorded by the angels You
appointed over me. O’ my God! Please protect me from sins during the rest of
my lifetime up until my death. O’ God! O’ Beneficent! And please bestow Your
Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) and give me all | asked for
and for which I turned to You. It was You who ordered me to pray to You and
You obliged Yourself to fulfill. O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.” ”
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Another supplication that we found in a book hand written by Al-Razi al-
Musavi — may God have Mercy upon him that contains supplications.

At the time of the start of the month of Ramadhan say: “O’ my God! This is the
month of Ramadhan in You revealed the Qur’an, ‘as a guide to mankind, also
clear (Signs) for guidance and judgment (Between right and wrong)...”" O’
Lord! In this month, I seek Your protection from the accursed Satan, his tricks
and plots, his deception and tricks, his parties and riding forces, his troops and
evil inspirations, going astray after being guided, atheism after belief, against

! The Holy Qur’an: Baqara 2:185.
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hypocrisy, showing off and crimes, and ‘from the mischief of the Whisperer (of
Evil), who withdraws (after his whisper),- (The same) who whispers into the
hearts of mankind,- among genies and among men.’*

O’ God! Please bless me with fasting, waking up at nights during it, obeying
You, obeying Your Prophet (MGB) and those in charge of the affairs (MGB),
and what causes proximity to You. Please save me from acts of Your
Disobedience and bless me with repentance, turning back to You, and
fulfillment of my prayers durig it. Please protect me from gossiping, laziness
and fear during it. And accept my supplications during it, give me physical and
mental health and give me some free time to obey You, and get close to You.
O’ the All-Generous! O’ Munificent! O’ the All-Generous! And please bestow
Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) and do such and such a
thing for me. O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.” ”’
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The Third Supplication

Another Supplication for the First Night of the Month of Fasting

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Abi Muhammad
Harun ibn Musa al-Talakbari with a chain of documents on the authority of Abi
Abdullah (MGB). At the beginning of the month of Ramadhan say the

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Nas 114:1-6.
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following: “O’ my God! This is the blessed month of Ramadhan in which You
revealed the Qur’an, and established it as a guidance for the mankind, with
evident demonstration and clear proofs for guidance and judgment. It has
begun. Please keep us healthy during it and after it. Please let us be peaceful
during it with ease and well-being for me provided by You. O’ my God! I ask
You to forgive me in this month, have Mercy on me during it, grant me release
from the Hell-fire, and grant me the best of what You have granted or would
grant to any of Your creatures during it.

Please do not make this the last month of Ramadhan in which | fast for You
since You made me reside on the earth until today. Please make it be perfect
blessings, best health, most abundant sustenance, and abdundant rewards for
me. O’ my God! I take refuge in You, Your Noble Face, Your Majestic
Dominion from You letting the setting of the Sun today, or let the rest of this
day pass, or the dawn of this night come, or let this month end and there remain
sins, offenses or wrongdoings that You want to question me about or stop me in
the position of humility in this world and the Hereafter, or punish me for it on
the Day I meet You. O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. O’ my God! |
call on You about the troubles which cannot be driven off by anyone but You,
about the mercy which does not come except from You, about the anguish
which does not go away except by You, about the affection which does not
grow unless You let it; and the needs which no one can fulfill but You. O’ my
God! You have given me permission to invoke You and ask You. You have had
Mercy on me with Your Remembrance. O’ my Master! Please be kind and
fulfill what | prayed to You for and save me from what | took refuge from in
You. O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB). Please open Your Treasures of Mercy for me. Please never
punish me afterwards in this world and the Hereafter. O’ God! Please bless me
with abundant, legitimately earned and pure sustenance through Your Extensive
Nobility. Please never make me needy of anyone but You such that | may thank
You more, and express my privation and poverty to You, and become needless
of others than You. O’ my God! I take refuge in You from doing bad deeds in
return for Your Kindness. O’ my God! I take refuge in You from improving the
affairs between me and the people at the expense of ruining my relations with
You. O’ my God! I take refuge in You from my thoughts causing a barrier
between me and You, or to be opposed to Your Obedience. O’ my God! I take
refuge in You from things that may come in the way of Your Obedience. O’ my
God! | take refuge in You for deeds of Your Obedience — little or a lot — that is
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for someone other than You, or deeds mixed with showing off. O’ my God! I
take refuge in You from lust that destroys one who follows it. O’ my God! |
take refuge in You from expressing gratitude for Your Blessings to anyone but
You in order to please Your creatures. O’ my God! I take refuge in You from
transgressing Your Limits with the intention of showing off and worldly gains.
O’ my God! I take refuge in Your Pardoning from Your Chastisement. | take
refuge in Your Indulgence to avoid Your Displeasure. | take refuge with Your
Obedience to avoid Your Disobedience. | take refuge with You from You.

Glorious and Sublime is the Praise of Your Face. Your glorifications cannot be
numbered no matter how hard | try, and You are just as You praise Yourself,
Glory be to You. Praise be to You. O’ my God! I ask You for forgiveness and
repent to and repent to You from the many instances of oppressing Your
servants.

If there is any male or female of Your Creatures whom | have oppressed
whether concerning his/her wealth, hearing, sight or strength and cannot now
recompense him/her, or ask him/her to forgive me: please bestow Your
Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) and make him/her pleased
with me anyhow and anyway You can and forgive me. O’ my Master! What do
You have to do with my punishment while Your Mercy has encompassed
everything. What would happen to You if You honor me with Your Mercy and
do not belittle me with Your Chastisement. O’ Lord! If You do what I ask You
for, nothing will be diminished from You and You are the Finder of all things.
O’ my God! I ask You to forgive me. I repent to You from all sins for which I
repented to You and then returned to. And for the obligations to You which |
did not perform and Your Rights incumbent upon me which I did not honor
including praying, paying the alms-tax, fasting, participating in holy wars,
performing the Hajj and Umrah pilgrimages, complete ablutions, obligatory
major ritual ablutions after intercourse, staying up at night with much
remembrance, payment of the expiation for swearing, returning to commitment
of sins, failure in doing things whether obligatory or based on tradition. Verily |
ask You for forgiveness and | repent to You for the major sins | committed, my
acts of disobedience, my sinful deeds and evil deeds, my lustful acts and my
wrongdoings committed whether on purpose or by mistake, in private or in
public.

| turn to You from bloodshed, parent’s damnation, cutting off ties of kinship,
escaping from battle, false accusation of adultery, oppressively devouring the
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wealth of orphans, false testimony, covering up testimony, violating Your
Covenant for a small price, usury, unloyalty, eating what is forbidden,
practicing magic, covering up and causing suspicion, atheism, hypocrisy and
theft, drinking wine, giving short of measure or in less weight!, cruelty,
hypocrisy, breaking promise, false accusation, cheating, betrayal, violation of
treaties, false oath, gossipping, slandering, accusing, scandals, slander, calling
others with bad names, disturbing neighbors and entering homes without asking
permission, arrogance, haughtiness, associating partners with God, insistence in
sins, too much pride, walking in the earth with excessive happiness, your nose
up, tyranny in judgment, not controlling zeal or anger, helping the oppressor,
helping in commiting sins and oppression, having a small family, little wealth,
few children, following bad suspicion and lustful desires, engaging in lustful
acts, enjoining to do evil, forbidding good, corruption on the earth, denying the
truth, unrightful use of decrees, mischief, trickery or stinginess, speaking of
what | do not know, eating the dead, blood, pork, and what has been killed in
the name of other than God, jealousy, aggression and inviting to corruption,
jealousy of what God has favored others with, selfishness, mentioning gifts,
doing oppression, denying the Qur’an, oppressing orphans, pushing beggars
away, breaking oaths, false oaths, false swearing, oppression to the people
regarding their property, honor, and body. | turn to You from any sins that my
sight has seen, my hearing has heard, my tongue has spoken, my hands have
stretched out towards, stepped towards it, touched it with my skin, thought
about, all false swearing, all corrupt acts, sins or wrongdoings, done in the
darkness of the night or light of the day, in public or private, | know it or not, |
remember it or not, heard it or not; but having disobeyed my Lord even for the
twinkling of an eye. | turn to You from my violation of the forbidden and the
allowed done by mistake or on purpose since the day You created me until now
that | am sitting here. | repent to You as You are Merciful and the Acceptor of
Repentance O’ All-Generous! O’ my God! O’ He who possesses favors,
nobilities and praise that cannot be measured! Please bestow Your Blessings on
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB), accept my repentance. Do not reject it due
to the excessive amount of my sins, or my excess regarding myself so that | do
not return to any sins I repented to You. O’ Exalted in Might! Let it be a sincere
repentance — truly approved by and accepted by You and raised to You and
placed in Your Treasures in which You placed that of Your Friends when You

1 A form of stealing in which the actual amount given to the customer weighs less than it should
be.



Chapter 4 On the Deeds for the First Night of the Month of Ramadhan 159

accepted it from them and were pleased with them. O’ my God! This self is that
of Your servant! | ask You to bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB) and protect it from sins, hinder it from wrongdoings and fend it
off from evil deeds. Place it in a strong shelter that sins or offenses cannot reach
it and faults or acts of disobedience cannot corrupt it until I see You on the
Resurrection Day when You are pleased with me, I am happy and all the angels,
your Prophets (MGB) and all the people envy me while You have accepted me,
and made me pure and include me with the honest ones near You. O’ my God!
Indeed | confessed to You about my sins. None of Your creatures can purify
them. O’ Forgiver of sins! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB). O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. O’ my God!
Glory be to You! Praise be to You. I did wrong, and | oppressed myself. Please
bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Please forgive
me as You are All-Forgiving, Merciful! O’ my God! Could You please bless me
with the opportunity to repent by Your Bestowal, Favor, Knowledge and Decree
and bless me with repentance. Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad
and his Progeny (MGB), protect me for the rest of my life, and give me the best
assistance to strive and struggle, rush towards what You like and approve, joy,
happiness and healthiness until | attain such a rank by worshiping and obeying
You that pleases You. And bless me with adhering to the limits of Your
Religion by Your Mercy and acting according to the tradition of Your Prophet
(MGB). Please do the same for all the believing men and women in the east or
the west of the earth. O’ my God! You thank for easy things and forgive a lot
and You are All-Forgiving, Merciful!” Repeat it three times.
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Then say: “O’ my God! Please grant me all that would put out the enmity of all
the ignorant and the flame of all who speak bad of me. Please bestow me
guidance from all deviations, enrichment against all poverty, strength against all
weaknesses, honor against all humilities, highness above all lowliness, security
from all fears, and well-being from all calamities. O’ God! Please bless me with

deeds by which all the doors to certitude get opened for me, certitude by which
all the doors of doubt are closed to me, supplications by which | can get
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fulfillment, fear by which | can easily obtain all Mercy, and support that would
make a barrier between me and sins by Your Mercy! O’ the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful.”
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Then cry to your Lord and say: “O’ He who admonished me against sins but
does not divulge my secrets when I disobey Him! O’ He who gives me well-
being is and does not take it away from me when I disobey Him. O’ He who
honors me and increases His Blessings for me and does not hinder them from
me even though I disobey Him. O’ He who advises me but does not degrade me
when I do not follow His Advice. O’ He who gave me immeasurable advice out
of your Kindness and Mercy to me, but I did not follow it. O’ He who covers up
my evil deeds and shows my good deeds even though | do not act in His
Obedience. O’ He whose servants I pleased in exchange for His Wrath but He
did not leave me to them and continued to expand my sustenance. O’ He who
calls me unto His Paradise but | chose Hell and still this did not hinder Him
from opening the gate of repentance to me. O’ He who tolerates great mischief
and orders me to say supplications and gurantees their fulfillment for me. O’ He
whom | disobey but He covers up for me and gets angry at those who blame me.
O’ He who admonished His creatures from violating my sanctity while | am
violating His sanctity. O’ He who did not withhold His Grants even though I
wasted all my life in disobedience to Him. O’ He who did not debase me or
abandon me even though I insisted on acts of disobedience. O’ He whom |
challenged with wrongdoings but He does not punish me. O’ He who gives me
a chance to fully enjoy things and then promised to forgive me if | abandon
them. O’ He to whom I plead while I have disobeyed Him, but He fulfills my
needs with His Power. O’ He whom I disobeyed at night and during the day but
He appointed angels to ask forgiveness for me! O’ He whom I disobey in youth
and old age but He gives me more time and opens the gates of His Mercy for
me! O’ He who thanks me for my easy deeds and forgets my many
wrongdoings by His Benevolence. O’ He who frees me with His Power and
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saves me with His Kindness! O’ He who gave me slowly while I abandoned His
Love. O’ He who made it incumbent on Himself to respond to my prayers
despite the long duration of my evil deeds and neglecting the obligatory deeds.
O’ He who forgives our oppression, our sin and our rudeness while He does not
oppress us in His Decrees. O’ He who does not question us when we oppress
each other and gives us a chance to bring proof against each other’s claim! O’
He whose servants associate partners with Him despite having created them, but
it is not hard for Him to forgive them. O’ He who favored me with the belief in
His Oneness, measures my sins and hopefully shall forgive them with His Will.
O’ He who admonished and promised but I turned back to His Disobedience
afterwards. O’ He who knows that my good deeds would not even make up for
His Smallest Blessings. O’ He who did not close the doors of repentance even
though I wasted all my life in disobedience to Him. Woe be upon me for my
little shame! O’ Glorified! This is the Lord! How great is His Awe! Woe be
upon me! How blocked is my tongue when asking for excuse! What excuse do |
have in the face of His Proofs? And here | am revealing my crimes, confessing
to my sins near my Lord so that He may have mercy upon me, and cover me
with His Forgiveness. O’ He who has total control over the earths and the
heavens. O’ He who is the most suited to punish! Here I am confessing to my
sins. O’ He whose Mercy expands over all things. And here I am Your
exhausted and wrongful servant. Please forgive his sins. O’ He who is my
protector in my life and after my death. O’ He who is my Supported in the
darkness of the grave and its horror. O’ He who is my trust, my hope, my
supporter regarding the torture of the grave and its pressure. O’ He who helps
me, is my refuge, and my supporter regarding the Reckoning and its accuracy!
O’ He whose Forgiveness is great, but His Misfortunes are stern! O’ my God!
Please do not leave me helpless on the Resurrection Day as indeed You are my
Supporter regarding the Balance of Deeds and its being too light! And here | am
revealing my crimes and confessing to my sins and accepting my wrongdoings.
O’ my God! O’ my Creator! O’ my Guardian! Please bestow Your Blessings on
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB), and let my ending be in the form of
martyrdom and mercy. O’ my God! I ask You by all Your Names calling You
with makes it incumbent upon You to fulfill prayers. | ask You for the sake of
all who have a right incumbent upon You, and for the sake of Your Right
incumbent upon all others to bestow Your Blessings on Your servant and
Prophet Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) — Your servants the rightful noble
ones. Whoever wills to harm me, please grab him by his hearing and sight, from
the front and back, and safeguard me from him by Your Power and Strength.
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Verily You are able to do the All things. O’ my God! I am inclined to You in
the Noble Government by which You shall honor Islam and its followers, and
debase hypocrisy and its adherents. Please include us among those who invite
the people to Your Obedience, and lead them to Your Approved Path, and give
us the good of this world and the Hereafter. O’ the Most Compassionate, Most
Merciful. O’ my God! T complain to You about the absence of our Prophet
(MGB), the large number of our enemies, our small number, the extent of
sedition against us, and the vicissitudes of time. Please bestow Your Blessings
on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) and help us to overcome this state of
affairs with quick victory, honoring help, a rightful ruler, Your Mercy and Your
Well-Being by Your Mercy! O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. O’
my God! | have not done any good deeds except for what You have bestowed
on me, and have not done any bad deeds except for what the accursed Satan
adorned for me. O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and
his Progeny (MGB) and heal my ailment with Your Medication. My ailment if
my abominable sins, and Your Medication is Your Promise to forgive and the
sweetness of Your Mercy. O’ my God! Please do not divulge my secrets and do
not dispose my defects. Please change my fear into peace, overlook my
transgressions, relieve my destitution, pay back my debts and what | have been
entrusted with, and debase Your enemies and the enemies of the Progeny of
Muhammad (MGB) and my enemies and the enemies of the believers from
amongst the genies and men in the east or the west of the earth. O’ my God! I
ask You for my needs, my needs, my needs. If You grant it to me, nothing
withheld from me will cause me harm; and if You hold it back from me,
nothing granted to me will profit me. And grant me release from the Hell-fire,
and please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB).
Please be pleased with me. Please be pleased with me. Please be pleased with
me.” (repeat it until you run out of breath)
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“O’ my God! I turn to You for the settlement of my needs. And I present my
helplessness to You. Thus please let Your Mercy extend to me. O’ Grantor of
Paradise! O’ Grantor of forgiveness! There is no Change or Power except with
You. O’ He who exists everywhere! Where should | seek You? Once in the
fields and another time in the desert? Perhaps you hear my call! Indeed my
crimes are great and my shame is little. My heart is distressed, my demands are
far and my fears are extensive. O’ Lord! Which of my fears should | remember,
and which one should | forget? It would have been enough if | just feared death.
Then how could it be since there are greater fears after death. Woe be upon the
my heavy burden of sins, my destruction, loss and my little attention to myself.
How long should I keep repeating, ‘I return to You’ but You do not see any
honesty and loyalty in me. | ask You for the sake of those You accompany in
the depth of darkness and for the sake of those who were not satisfied with just
fasting in the days and struggling at night until they moved forward against the
spears and their beards were painted in red with blood and their faces were
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rubbed in the dirt, to pardon those who oppressed and did wrong. O’ Supporter!
O’ God! O’ Nourisher! I take refuge in You from sinful desires overwhelming
me and from enemies who attack me like dogs; from the adornments of the
world for me; and from myself that orders me to do evil unless my Lord shows
Mercy to me. O’ my Lord! O’ my Master! Please show mercy to me if You
showed mercy to others like me. O’ my Master! O’ He who accepted the
magicians’, please accept me. O’ He who feeds me with blessings in the
morning and the evening! You see me lonely with my eyes down with my deeds
hanging on my neck while all the people disown me — even my parents for
whom | strived! Who should I turn to, who will listen to my prayers, who will
be my company in my loneliness and who is going to help me talk when | am
put in the dust alone and You question me about my deeds that You know better
than | do.

O’ God! If I say, ‘I did’ then where can I run from Your Justice and if I say, ‘I
did not’ then You will see ‘“Were I not witnessing and observing you?’ O’
Generous one who Pardons! Do | have anyone except You? If | ask anyone but
You, they will not give me anything. If I call unto anyone but You, they will not
respond to me. O’ Lord! I ask for Your Pleasure before I meet You. I ask for
Your Pleasure before the descension of the Fire. O’ Lord! I ask for Your
Pleasure before my hands are tied to my neck. | ask for Your Pleasure before |
call and no one responds! O’ He who is the best to overlook and pardon me! |
swear by Your Exalted Might from which hopes are not cut off! Indeed my
crimes are great and my shame is little! My heart has a disease for which there
is no medication. No one takes refuge in anyone but Him! The beggars ask of
no one more Benevolent than Him! No one is going in any direction but His!
Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Employ
my heart in Your Greatest Affairs and send it Your Love until I meet You while
blood flows in my veins. O’ the One! O’ the Most Generous of the benevolent
ones — the Proud! The Most Exalted! And please bestow Your Blessings on
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) and grant me release from the Hell-fire by
Your Mercy! O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. O’ my God! My
expression of gratitude has been little. O’ my Master! Please do not deprive me.
O’ my Master! My faults are many, please do not disgrace me. O’ my Master!
You saw me do acts of disobedience but You did not prevent me, did not
divulge my secrets. You ordered me to obey You but | ignored what You

! Pharaoah’s magicians
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ordered me to do. O’ my Master! If You do not enrich me there is no poor one
poorer than me. If You do not show Mercy on me there is no one more
wretched than me. O’ my Master! You are the best Lord! You are the best
Master! I am the worst servant! O’ my Master! O’ Nourisher! You find me here
right in front of You, confessing to my sins, confessing to my wrongdoings and
oppressing myself. O’ Lord! Who am I for You to punish me? Who can
interfere if You decide to show me Mercy? O’ my God! I ask You from this
world enough to close my tongue’, protect my private parts, settle the money
obligations, help my family, do business for my afterlife, and assist me in the
Hajj and Umra pilgrimages. Verily There is no Change or Power except with
You. O’ the All-Generous! | ask You by Your Might! I insist to You, | beg of
You and | cry to You and extend my hands with which | have committed sins
towards You. O’ my Master! Who should | take refuge in and from whom
should | seek help while anyone | went to ask for my needs and what would
benefit me directed and guided me to You and tried to make me inclined to
what is with You. | ask You for the sake of Muhammad (MGB), Ali (MGB),
Fatimah (MGB), Al-Hassan (MGB), Al-Hussein (MGB), Ali ibn al-Hussein
(MGB), Muhammad ibn Ali (MGB), Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), Musa ibn
Ja’far (MGB), Ali ibn Musa (MGB), Muhammad ibn Ali (MGB), Ali ibn
Muhammad (MGB), Al-Hassan ibn Ali (MGB) and the Riser (MGB)® and for
their high rank near You - since they have a high rank near You — | ask You to
bestow blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB), and fulfill such and
such things for me.” Then ask God for the fulfillment of your needs for this
world and the Hereafter. Hopefully God — the Sublime will fulfill them.
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! And not ask for things from the people.
2 Imam Mehdi (MGB)
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Then say: “O’ my God! Lord of all things! The Revelaer of the Torah, the
Bible, the Psalms, and the Grand Criterion'. The One who splits grains and
seeds! | take refuge in You from the evils of all animals that You have control
over. You are the First and there has been nothing before You. And You are the
Last and there shall be nothing after You. And You are Apparent and there is
nothing below You. Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB). Please pay back my debts and remove my poverty. O’ the best
to worship and the most grateful to praise! O’ the most Forbearing who
subdues! O’ the Most Benevolent who destines! O’ the most Hearing who is
called! O’ the closest One who is whispered to! O’ the most Secure who is
sought sanctuary in! O’ the Kindest of all who is asked for help! O’ the most
Benevolent of all those who are asked of! O’ the Most Benevolent who bestows
more than all who bestow! O’ the Most Merciful of all the merciful! Please
bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) and show
mercy on my little, my and lack of planning. Please favor me with Paradise as a
gift from You and kindly grant me release from the Hell-fire. O’ my God! I
obeyed You with the most beloved form that is adherence to belief in
monotheism. And | did not disobey you in its most heinous form that is belief in
polytheism. Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny
(MGB) and support me against my enemies. O’ my God! There is an enemy of
Yours that does not stop at any deviation. He is aware of my faults and is eager
to deviate me. He and his tribe see me while | cannot see them. O’ my God!
Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Please
protect us, our wealth, our wives and children, and what we lock inside our
house and what we protect as our honor from the evils of the satans, the genies
and the people. Please forbid me for Satan as You forbade Paradise for him.

! The Qur’an
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Please make a distance between me and Satan as You made a distance between
the heavens and the earth even farther. O’ my God! I take refuge in You from
the accursed Satan, his filth, his deception, scandal and backbiting, seductions,
tricks, cunningness, magic, sedition and calamities. O’ my God! I take refuge
in You from them in this world and the Hereafter, in my lifetime and after my
death. O’ He who called himself with a Name by which all needs of those who
call him by that Name are fulfilled! | ask You by it when there is no one more
trustworthy than it to interecede on my behalf near You. | ask You to bestow
Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Please do such and
such a thing for me.” Ask for the fulfillment of your needs until God the
Sublime fulfills them.
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Then say: “O’ my God! You are praised whether You take me into Paradise or
punish me. O’ He who is Praised from all aspects! Please bestow your blessings
on Muhammad and His Progeny (MGB) and treat me as You please! And You
are Praised! O’ my God! Will You see me punished while | have rubbed my
cheeks in dirt for You? Will You see me punished while Your Love is in my
heart? However, if You treated me this way You have united me with a group
of people | have been an enemy of for so long for Your Sake. O’ my God! I ask
You by all Your Names that when You are called with You fulfill the prayers. |
ask You by the right of all who have a right incumbent upon You and by Your
Right incumbent upon all others to bestow Your Blessings on Your Servant and
Prophet Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) — the Pure ones. Whoever wills to
harm me or any of my brethren, please grab him by his hearing and sight, from
the front and back, and safeguard me from him by Your Power and Strength. O’
my God! You know better than me what | forgot, or remembered but | did not
express it verbally and asked You. Please bestow Your Blessings on
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). ‘Our Lord! Condemn us not if we forget
or fall into error; our Lord! Lay not on us a burden like that which You didst
lay on those before us; Our Lord! Lay not on us a burden greater than we have
strength to bear. Blot out our sins, and grant us forgiveness. Have mercy on us.
You are our Protector; Help us against those who stand against faith. O’
Lord! What would happen to You if You please all those whom | have done
wrong before, take me to Paradise by Your Mercy, and forgive my sins. Indeed
Your Forgiveness is for the wrongdoers and | am one of them. So please forgive
my wrongdoing. O’ Lord of the worlds. O’ my God! You are Forebearing with
the sinners and Pardoning the wrongdoers and | am Your faulty, sinful, sorry
and wretched servant. My sins frighten me and my wrong deeds ruin me. | find
no one but You to prevent them and forgive me. O’ Lord of Majesty, Bounty
and Honor! O’ my God! The world has enslaved me and made me serve it and |
am lost in between its many stories. Then O’ He who considers little good deeds
and thanks for them, and overlooks the many wrongs and forgives them after
covering them up. Please multiply my little amount of Your Obedience and
accept it. Overlook my many acts of disobedience to You and forgive them
because no one can forgive the grave transgression except the All-Mighty. O’
the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. O’ my God! Please bestow Your
Blessings on Muhammad and His Progeny (MGB) and help me regarding
praying at night and fasting in the daytime. O’ God! Please bless me with piety

! The Holy Qur’an: Baqara 2:286.
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that shields me from committing acts of Your Disobedience. Please let my acts
of worship be for You during my life. Please engage me in doing things that
please You during my lifetime, and bless me with more piety in the world.
Please instead of all this world let me meet with You. Please let me make up for
the part of my life that has passed during the rest of my lifetime. | know for sure
that You are Most Compassionate, Most Merciful at times of forgiveness and
mercy, but very stern at times of punishment and misfortunes. You are the
Omnipotent at the position of Magnificence and Grandeur. Then O’ All-
Hearing! Please hear me glorifying You. O’ Merciful! Please respond to my
prayer and overlook my transgressions, O’ the All-forgiving. O’ my God! How
many troubles that have You relieved me from? And how many crises that You
removed? And how many slippages that have You overlooked? And how much
Mercy that You have spread? And how many calamities had encircled me from
which You relieved me? ‘...Praise be to God who hath guided us to this
(felicity): never could we have found guidance, had it not been for the guidance
of Allah...”* O’ my God! I take You as witness and You suffice as a witness. |
bear witness that You are God. There is no God but You. You are my Lord!
And that Your Prophet Muhammad (MGB) is my Prophet. And that the religion
that You established is my religion. And that the Book which You sent to him is
my Book. And that Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) is my Divine Leader. And the
other Divine Leaders (MGB) from the Progeny of Muhammad (MGB) are my
Divine Leaders (MGB). O’ my God! I take You as a witness and You suffice
for me as a witness. Thus bear witness for me that You are God who bestows
Bounties on me and no one else does so! Praise belongs to You! Please perfect
the good with Your Blessings. There is no God but God. And God is the Great.
Glory be to God. Praise be to Him. Blessed be God the Sublime. There is no
Change or Power except with God the Sublime, the Supreme. There is no
Resting place and there is no running away from God but by taking refuge in
Him as many times as there are even and odd; and as many times as the number
of words of my Lord — the pure and blessed. God has spoken the truth and sent
Messengers (MGB). And we are of the witnesses for this. O’ my God! Please
bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Please place
light in my eyes, admonition in my heart, with mention of You on my tongue
each day and night, and provide me sustenance with Your Legitimate
Provisions without any mentioning and unrestricted. O’ my God! I ask You for
the best living necessary expenses such that I can fulfill all my needs with them

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-A'raf 7:43.
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and use them in this life for my afterlife - not so much that results in my
deviation. Please extend my means of legitimate livelihood and favor me with
Your Extensive Nobility. Blessings from You that are so abundant, and Your
Bestowals are without mentioning it.

I ask You not to give me so much wealth as to take away the opportunity to
thank You for it, get amazed of worldly pleasures and get fooled by adornments
of the world. I ask You not to give me so little that I fail to obtain it with my
own work, and my heart gets filled with grief. Please grant me immunity from
the evils of Your creatures so that I may attain Your Pleasure. O’ the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful. O’ my God! I take refuge in You from the evils
of this world, its residents and all that is in it. Please do not turn this world into
a prison for me and do not make departure from it as a source of grief for me.
Save me from its sedition. Please make my deeds in it accepted and let my
efforts in it be appreciated so that | may reach the House of Living and the
Home of the Good people by this. O’ my God! I take refuge in You from its
hardships, earthquakes, wrath of its rulers, evil of its devils and oppression of
the oppressors! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny
(MGB). Protect me with tranquility and bless me with Your Impregnable
Protective Covering, and take me under Your Protecting Cover, and improve
my conditions. Please bless my wife, children and wealth for me. O’ my God!
Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB), cleanse
my heart and my body, purify my deeds, accept my efforts, and let some of the
good that is near You be for me. O’ my Master! I am so hungry for Your love
that it cannot be satiated. | am so thirsty for Your love that it cannot be
quenched. O’ He who loves those who love Him! O’ apple of the eyes of those
who take refuge in Him and cut off from others. You see my loneliness from the
people and my fear. O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad
and his Progeny (MGB). Forgive me, be my company in my fear and show
mercy to my loneliness and strangeness. O’ my God! You are aware of my
needs without being taught and bestow them on me without me exerting hard.
O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny
(MGB) and deal with me regarding my affairs of this world and the Hereafter
that You know better than I do. O’ my God! Sins of Your servant are many but
Your Forgiveness can serve me well. O’ Lord of Righteousness and Lord of
Forgiveness! O’ my God! Truly, when You pardon my sins, overlook my
mistakes, take a lenient view of my disorderly conduct, cover up my foul
actions, and show forebearance despite my many transgressions committed
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willfully or negligently, I am tempted to ask You for what | do not deserve. You
give me the daily bread by Your Mercy, show me what is suitable for me by
Your Power and let me know of Your Acceptance of my prayers. | persist in
calling out while believing in You, and | invoke You talking familiarly, not
afraid, or shy, but assured of Your Love and Kindness whenever | turn to You.
However, even if there is a short delay, | blame You out of my ignorance.
Perhaps this delay may be a blessing in disguise since You alone know the
consequences. O’ Lord! I know of no more generous master than You so patient
with dissatisfied servants like me. You call me but I turn away from You. You
act friendly with me, but I am aggressive with You. You are friends with me,
but I do not accept it from you as if | have favored You. This does not prevent
You from bestowing Your Mercy and Kindness on me and bestowing favors on
me out of Your Generosity and Kindness. Please bestow Your Blessings on
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB), and show Mercy on Your ignorant servant
and forgive him by Your Nobility and Kindness for indeed You are Benevolent
and Kind.” ”
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Then say: “In the Name of God, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. In the
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Name of God. In the Name of God. In the Name of the Knower of all that is
hidden! In the Name of Him in whose Oneness there is no doubt. In the Name
of Him from whom nothing is diminished and there exist no inclinations but to
Him. In the Name of the known, unlimited, famous but undescribable. In the
Name of Him who causes to die and gives life. In the Name of Him who
possesses the Hereafter and this world. In the Name of the most Exalted in
Might! In the Name of the Most Majestic! In the Name of the one Praised
without any limits who deserves it when we are happy or sad! In the Name
mentioned at times of hardship and ease. In the Name of the Guardian, the
Irresistible! In the Name of the Giver, the Benign! In the Name of the Exalted in
Might who does not abuse His Might and Power! In the Name of He who has
always been and what does not end. In the Name of God. There is no God but
Him. He is the Self-Subsisting, Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep.”
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Then say: "0’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB); improve me before death,
have mercy upon me during death and forgive me after death.
0" my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and
his Progeny (MGB) and wipe out our sins by Mercy and turn our sins
to repentance. O’ my God! My sins have accumulated so much that | fear to
describe them, but they are small compared to Your Pardon! O’ my God!
Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny
(MGB); and pardon me. O’ my God! If You make me suffer, give me
patience but | prefer to be healthy. O’ my God! Please bestow Your
Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) and change my
opinion of You into a good one and make it realized. Please combine my deeds
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with insight and bless me with Your Pardon as much as | desire, and do not
punish me for my wrongdoings since that will destroy me. Indeed Your
Kindness is beyond punishing one who has sinned, failed and been enmious -
but has taken refuge in Your Nobility, fled from You to You,
hoping in Your Promise to forgive those who possess a good opinion of You.
O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and
his Progeny (MGB) and forgive me while my skin is fresh and I
breathe, I speak, my Book of Deeds is open, the pens are
recording, repentance is accepted, there is hope in crying,
before I no longer can ask You for forgiveness when my life
ends and my deeds terminate. O’ my God! Please bestow Your
Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Take care of
our affairs and do not trust us to others. | ask God for
forgiveness so much that no one but He can measure, and no one but
Him can look at its end, understand what is beyond it and what is
meant by it. O’ my God! I ask You to forgive me for all the promises |
made but then I broke them. | ask You to forgive what | repented to
You and then returned to. | ask You to forgive all the good deeds that
| decided to do for Your Sake but then my intentions were mixed with
things other than You. | ask You to forgive me for all the blessings
that You bestowed me but | used them to insist on doing acts of Your
Disobedience.”
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Another supplication on the authority of Abi Abdullah (MGB): “When the
month of Ramadhan started, God’s Prophet said, ‘O’ my God! Surely, the
month of Ramadhan has begun. O’ my God! O’ Lord of the month of
Ramadhan in which You have revealed the Qur’an making it a guidance to
people and clear proofs of guidance and distinction. O’ my God! Please bless us
in this month of Ramadhan and assist us to observe fasting and say prayers, and
accept it fromus.”
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Section 15 Supplications Called Dua Al-Iftetah to be Repeated on
Every Night until the End of the Month of Salvation

Muhammad ibn Abi Qarrih narrated the following supplications based on his
documents on the authority of Abul Qanaim Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abdullah al-Hassany who quoted Abu Amru Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn
Nasr al-Sakooni - May God be pleased with him: “I asked Aba Bakr Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Baghdady — may God have Mercy on him — to
give me supplications for the month of Ramadhan that were his uncle’s Abu
Ja’far Muhammad ibn Uthman ibn Sa’eed al-Umary — May God be pleased
with him and use them to supplicate. He brought a notebook with a red cover
and wrote many supplications from it including the following. He used these
supplications every night during the month of Ramadhan. The angels hear
supplications in this month and ask for the forgiveness of him who prays. The
supplications are as follows: ‘O’ my God! I begin these glorifications with Your



