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Chapter 56  - Súrah al-Wāqiʿah

The surah that opens by naming the occurrence of the end of time with the 

title, The Imminent; for all who deny that it is coming will never belie it when 

finally it happens. It takes its name from , which mentions “the Imminent 

Hour” (al-wāqiʿah) i.e., the Day og Resurrection. The surah whose central 

message is stated in its opening verses: the Day of Judgement is inevitable 

and it will sort people into the humiliated and the richly rewarded. As in the 

previous surah, people are divided into three classes: those brought near to 

God (the best of the believers), those on the right (the ordinary believers), 

and those on the left (the disbelievers). Ample proof is given of God’s power 

and consequently His ability to bring about the Resurrection.

The surah is also known as: That Which is Coming, The Indisputable Event, 

The Inevitable, The Inevitable Event, The Occurrence, The Terror.

This surah was revealed in Makkah. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that a 

person who recites this surah will not be from among the absent-minded 

ones. Poverty does not come near this person.
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Chapter 56  - Súrah al-Wāqiʿah

Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (A) said that the one who recites surah al-

Waqi’ah will have a shining face of the Day of Reckoning. It is narrated from 

Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq (A) that whoever recites this surah on every Friday, 

will be from those whom Allah (s.w.t.) loves and he will be loved by people 

also. He will be free from troubles and poverty and will be counted from the 

loyal companions of Imam Ali (A). Reciting this surah on a dead person 

leads to all his sins being forgiven and if the person is on his deathbed then 

he will die with ease.

Keeping this surah in one’s possession is a means of increase in 

sustenance. Imam Ali Zainul Abideen (A) has narrated that if a person 

recites this surah (at night) on the first night of the lunar month and then 

continues to recite the same surah, increasing the number of times to 

coincide with the date, such that on the tenth night he recites it ten times, 

until the fourteenth night, then his sustenance will increase greatly.
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َّهُمَّ صَل ِّ علََ  دٍ وَ آ لِّ مُحَ اَلل دمُحَمَّ مَّ

O Allah send Your blessings on Muhammad

and the family of Muhammad.
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حْْنِّ ال يِّ بِّسْمِّ اللهِّ الرَّ حِّ رَّ

In the name of Allah 

the All-beneficent, the All-merciful.



عَةُ ﴿ لوَْاقِّ
 
ذَا وَقعََتِّ آ

ِ
﴾١ا

When the Imminent [Hour] befalls
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بةٌَ ﴿ اَ كََذِّ ﴾٢ليَسَْ لِّوَقْعَتِِّ

—there is no denying that it will befall—
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عَةٌ ﴿ افِّ ضَةٌ رَّ ﴾٣خَافِّ

[it will be] lowering, exalting.
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ا ﴿ لَْْرْضُ رَجًّ
 
تِّ آ ذَا رُجَّ

ِ
﴾٤ا

When the earth is shaken violently,
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ا ﴿ بَالُ بسًَّ لجِّْ
 
تِّ آ ﴾٥وَبسَُّ

and the mountains are shattered into bits
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نۢبَثًّا ﴿ ﴾ ٦فكَََنتَْ هَبَآ ءً مُّ

and become scattered dust,
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ٰـثةًَ ﴿ َ جًا ثلَ ﴾ ٧وَكُنتُُْ آَزْوََٰ

you will be three groups:
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لمَْيْمَنةَِّ مَآ  آَصْْ َـٰ
 
ٰـبُ آ لمَْيْمَنةَِّ ﴿فآَصََْْ

 
﴾٨بُ آ

The People of the Right Hand

—and what are the People of the Right Hand?
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لمَْشْـمََةِّ مَآ  آَصَْْ 
 
ٰـبُ آ لمَْشْـمََةِّ ﴿وَآَصَْْ

 
﴾٩ٰـبُ آ

And the People of the Left Hand

—and what are the People of the Left Hand?
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قُونَ ﴿ بِّ ٰـ لسَّ
 
قُونَ آ بِّ ٰـ لسَّ

 
﴾١٠وَآ

And the Foremost Ones are the foremost ones:
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بوُنَ ﴿ لمُْقَرَّ
 
ٰـ ئِّكَ آ َ ﴾ ١١آُو۟ل

they are the ones brought near [to Allah],

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



يِّ ﴿ لنَّعِّ
 
ٰـتِّ آ ﴾١٢فِِّ جَنَّ

[who will reside] in the gardens of bliss.
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لِّيَن ﴿ لَْْوَّ
 
نَ آ ٌ مِّ  ﴾ ١٣ثلََُّّ

A multitude from the former [generations]
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رِّينَ ﴿ لـْاَخِّ
 
نَ آ ﴾ ١٤وَقلَِّيلٌ مِّ 

and a few from the latter ones.
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وْضُونةٍَ ﴿ رٍ مَّ ﴾ ١٥علََٰ سُُُ

On brocaded couches
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لِّ  بِّ ٰـ ـ ِّيَن علَيَْْاَ مُتقََ تَّكِّ ﴾١٦يَن ﴿مُّ

reclining on them, face to face.
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 ُ خَلَّّ َٰنٌ مُّ لَْ مْ وِّ ﴾١٧ونَ ﴿يطَُوفُ علَيَِّْْ

They will be waited upon by immortal youths,
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يٍن ﴿بِّآكَْوَابٍ وَآَبََرِّيقَ وَكََْسٍ مِّ ن عِّ ﴾ ١٨مَّ

with goblets and ewers

and a cup of a clear wine,
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عُونَ عَنْْاَ وَلََّ ينُزِّفُ  ﴾١٩ونَ ﴿لََّّ يصَُدَّ

which neither causes them headache

nor stupefaction,

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



ونَ ﴿ ُ ا يتََخَيََّّ مَّ ٰـكِّهةٍَ مِّ  ﴾٢٠وَفَ

and such fruits as they prefer
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تَِوُنَ ﴿ ا يشَ ْ مَّ ﴾ ٢١وَلحَْمِّ طَيٍَّْ مِّ 

and such flesh of fowls as they desire,
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﴾ ٢٢وَحُورٌ عِّيٌن ﴿

and big-eyed houris
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لمَْكْنوُنِّ ﴿
 
ُّؤْلؤُِّ آ لل

 
ٰـلِّ آ ﴾٢٣كَََمْثَ

like guarded pearls,
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﴾ ٢٤جَزَآ ءًۢ بِّمَا كََنوُا۟ يعَْمَلوُنَ ﴿

a reward for what they used to do.
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يْاَ لغَْوًا وَلََّ تآَْ  ﴾ ٢٥ثِِّمًاً ﴿لََّ يسَْمَعُونَ فِّ

They will not hear therein

any vain talk or sinful speech,
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مًا ﴿ ٰـ مًا سَلَ ٰـ يلًً سَلَ لََّّ قِّ
ِ
﴾ ٢٦ا

but only the watchword, ‘Peace!’ ‘Peace!’
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ٰـبُ  ينِّ مَآ  آَصَْْ ليَْمِّ
 
ٰـبُ آ ينِّ ﴿وَآَصَْْ ليَْمِّ

 
﴾٢٧آ

And the People of the Right Hand

—what are the People of the Right Hand?
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خْضُودٍ ﴿ دْرٍ مَّ ﴾ ٢٨فِِّ سِّ

Amid thornless lote trees
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نضُودٍ ﴿ ﴾ ٢٩وَطَلحٍْ مَّ

and clustered spathes
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مْدُودٍ ﴿ لٍ ۢ مَّ ﴾٣٠وَظِّ

and extended shade,
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سْكُوبٍ ﴿ ﴾ ٣١وَمَآ ءٍ مَّ

and ever-flowing water
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ٰـكِّهةٍَ كَثِّيََّةٍ ﴿ ﴾٣٢وَفَ

and abundant fruits,
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﴾ ٣٣لََّّ مَقْطُوعةٍَ وَلََّ مَمْنُوعةٍَ ﴿

neither inaccessible, nor forbidden,
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رْفوُعةٍَ ﴿ ﴾٣٤وَفرُُشٍ مَّ

and noble spouses.
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نشَآ ءً ﴿
ِ
هنَُّ ا ٰـ َ َّآ  آَنشَآنْ ن

ِ
﴾ ٣٥ا

We have created them with a special creation,
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هنَُّ آَبْكََرًا ﴿ ٰـ َ ﴾٣٦فجََعَلنْ

and made them virgins,
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﴾٣٧عُرُبًَ آَتْرَابًَ ﴿

loving, of a like age,
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ينِّ ﴿ ليَْمِّ
 
ٰـبِّ آ َصَْْ ﴾٣٨لِّْ 

for the People of the Right Hand.
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لِّيَن ﴿ لَْْوَّ
 
نَ آ ٌ مِّ  ﴾٣٩ثلََُّّ

A multitude from the former [generations]
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رِّينَ ﴿ لـْاَخِّ
 
نَ آ ٌ مِّ  ﴾٤٠وَثلََُّّ

and a multitude from the latter [ones].
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ٰـبُ  مَالِّ مَآ  آَصَْْ لشِّ 
 
ٰـبُ آ مَالِّ ﴿وَآَصَْْ لشِّ 

 
﴾ ٤١آ

And the People of the Left Hand

—what are the People of the Left Hand?
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يٍ ﴿ ومٍ وَحَِّْ ﴾٤٢فِِّ سََُ

Amid infernal miasma and boiling water
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مُومٍ ﴿ ن يََْ لٍ ۢ مِّ  ﴾٤٣وَظِّ

and the shadow of a dense black smoke,
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يٍم ﴿ ﴾٤٤لََّّ بََرِّدٍ وَلََّ كَرِّ

neither cool nor beneficial.
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َ مُتَْ  لِِّ ُمْ كََنوُا۟ قبَْلَ ذََٰ نََّّ
ِ
يَن ﴿ا ﴾٤٥فِّ

Indeed they had been affluent before this,

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



لْ 
 
نثِّ آ لحِّْ

 
ونَ علََ آ ُّ يِّ ﴿وَكََنوُا۟ يصُِِّ ِِّ ﴾ ٤٦عَ

and they used to persist in the great sin.
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تْناَ وَكُ  مًا آَءِّ وَكََنوُا۟ يقَُولوُنَ آَئِّذَا مِّ ٰـ َِ ﴾ ٤٧نََّّ لمََبْعُوثوُنَ ﴿نَّا ترَُابًَ وَعِّ

And they used to say, ‘What! When we are dead and become dust

and bones, shall we be resurrected?
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لوُنَ ﴿ لَْْوَّ
 
﴾ ٤٨آَوَءَابآَ ؤُنََّ آ

And our forefathers too?’
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رِّينَ  لـْاَخِّ
 
لِّيَن وَآ لَْْوَّ

 
نَّ آ
ِ
﴾ ٤٩ ﴿قُلْ ا

Say, ‘Indeed the former and latter generations
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ٰـتِّ يوَْمٍ  يقَ لََٰ مِّ
ِ
عْلوُمٍ ﴿لمََجْمُوعُونَ ا ﴾٥٠مَّ

will all be gathered

for the tryst of a known day.
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لْ 
 
ُّونَ آ آ ل لضَّ

 
اَ آ َّكُُْ آَيُُّّ ن

ِ
بوُنَ ﴿ثَُُّ ا ﴾٥١مُكَذِّ 

Then indeed,

you, astray deniers,
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ن زَقُّومٍ ﴿ ن شَََرٍ مِّ  ُونَ مِّ ﴾٥٢لـَاَكِِّ

will surely eat from the Zaqqūm tree
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لبُْطُونَ ﴿
 
نْْاَ آ ﴾٥٣فمََالِّـوُنَ مِّ

and stuff your bellies with it,
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يِّ  لحَْمِّ
 
نَ آ ٰـرِّبوُنَ علَيَْهِّ مِّ ﴾٥٤ ﴿فشََ

and drink boiling water on top of it,
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لهِّْيِّ ﴿
 
بَ آ ٰـرِّبوُنَ شُُْ ﴾٥٥فشََ

drinking like thirsty camels.’
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ينِّ ﴿ لِّ 
 
ذَا نزُُلهُُمْ يوَْمَ آ ٰـ ﴾٥٦هَ

Such will be the hospitality they receive

on the Day of Retribution.
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كُُْ فلَوَْلََّ تصَُ  ٰـ نُ خَلقَْنَ قوُنَ ﴿نََْ ﴾ ٥٧دِّ 

We created you.

Then why do you not acknowledge it?
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ا تمُْنُونَ ﴿ ﴾٥٨آَفرََءَيتُُْ مَّ

Have you considered the sperm that you emit?
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نُ آ لقُُونهَُۥ  آَمْ نََْ لِّقُونَ ﴿ءَآَنتُُْ تََْ ٰـ ﴾٥٩لخَْ

Is it you who create it,

or are We the creator?
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لمَْوْتَ 
 
رْنََّ بيَنْكَُُُ آ نُ قدََّ ينَ نََْ بُوقِّ نُ بِّمَس ْ ﴾٦٠﴿ وَمَا نََْ

We have ordained death among you,

and We are not to be outmaneuvered
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لكَُُْ  ٰـ َ لَ آَمْث ُّبَدِّ  ئكَُُْ فِِّ مَا لََّ تعَْ علََٰ  آَن ن ﴾٦١لمَُونَ ﴿وَننُش ِّ

from replacing you with your likes

and recreating you in [a realm] you do not know.
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لُْْولََٰ 
 
َّشْآةََ آ لن

 
مْتُُُ آ ﴾٦٢ فلَوَْلََّ تذََكَّرُونَ ﴿وَلقََدْ علَِّ

Certainly you have known the first genesis,

then why do you not take admonition?
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رُثوُنَ ﴿ ا تََْ ﴾ ٦٣آَفرََءَيتُُْ مَّ

Have you considered what you sow?
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ل
 
نُ آ عُونَ ﴿ءَآَنتُُْ تزَْرَعُونهَُۥ  آَمْ نََْ رِّ َٰ ﴾٦٤زَّ

Is it you who make it grow,

or are We the grower?
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مًا فَ  ٰـ هُ حُطَ ٰـ َ ََكَّهوُنَ ﴿لوَْ نشََآ ءُ لجََعَلنْ لتُُْْ تَ َِ٦٥﴾

If We wish, We surely turn it into chaff,

whereat you are left stunned [saying to yourselves,]
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نََّّ لمَُغْرَمُونَ ﴿
ِ
﴾٦٦ا

‘Indeed we have suffered loss!
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نُ مَحْرُومُونَ ﴿ ﴾٦٧بلَْ نََْ

Rather we are deprived!’
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ى تشََْ  ِّ لََّّ
 
لمَْآ ءَ آ

 
﴾٦٨بوُنَ ﴿آَفرََءَيتُُُْ آ

Have you considered the water that you drink?
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لمُْزْنِّ 
 
نَ آ لمُْنزِّلوُنَ ﴿ءَآَنتُُْ آَنزَلتُْمُوهُ مِّ

 
نُ آ ﴾ ٦٩آَمْ نََْ

Is it you who bring it down from the rain cloud,

or is it We who bring [it] down?
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هُ آُجَاجًا فلَوَْ  ٰـ َ ﴾٧٠لََّ تشَْكُرُونَ ﴿لوَْ نشََآ ءُ جَعَلنْ

If We wish We can make it bitter.

Then why do you not give thanks?
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َّتِِّ توُرُو  ل
 
لنَّارَ آ

 
﴾٧١نَ ﴿آَفرََءَيتُُُْ آ

Have you considered the fire that you kindle?
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ـوُنَ ﴿ءَآَنتُُْ آَنشَآتُُْْ شَََرَتََآَ  آَمْ  لمُْنشِّ
 
نُ آ ﴾٧٢نََْ

Was it you who caused its tree to grow,

or were We the grower?
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رَةً وَمَتَ  هاَ تذَْكِّ ٰـ َ نُ جَعَلنْ ينَ ﴿نََْ عًا لِّ لمُْقْوِّ ﴾٧٣ٰـ

It was We who made it a reminder

and a boon for the desert-dwellers.
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يِّ  ِِّ لعَْ
 
سِّْْ رَبِّ كَ آ

 
آ بِّ حْ بِّ ﴾ ٧٤ ﴿فسَ َ

So celebrate the Name of your Lord, the All-supreme.
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لنُّجُومِّ 
 
ِّ آ ع قِّ مَوََٰ مُ بِّ

﴾٧٥﴿فلََ  آُقْسِّ

So I swear

by the places where the stars set!
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َّوْ تعَْلمَُونَ  َّهُۥ لقََسَمٌ ل ن
ِ
يٌ ﴿وَا ِِّ ﴾٧٦عَ

And indeed it is a great oath, should you know.
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يٌم ﴿ َّهُۥ لقَُرْءَانٌ كَرِّ ن
ِ
﴾٧٧ا

This is indeed a noble Qurʾān,

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



كْنوُنٍ ﴿ ٰـبٍ مَّ تَ ﴾٧٨فِِّ كِّ

in a guarded Book,

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



لمُْطَهَّرُونَ 
 
لََّّ آ
ِ
هُۥ  ا ﴾ ٧٩﴿لََّّ يمََسُّ

—no one touches it except the pure ones—

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



يَن ﴿ لمَِّ ٰـ لعَْ
 
ن رَّبِّ  آ ﴾٨٠تنَزِّيلٌ مِّ 

gradually sent down from the Lord of all the worlds.

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



دْهِّ  يثِّ آَنتُُ مُّ لحَْدِّ
 
ذَا آ ٰـ َ ﴾٨١نُونَ ﴿آَفبَِِّ

What! Do you take lightly this discourse?

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



َّكُُْ تُ  زْقكَُُْ آَن عَلوُنَ رِّ بوُنَ ﴿وَتََْ ﴾٨٢كَذِّ 

And make your denial of it your vocation?

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



لحُْلقُْومَ ﴿
 
ذَا بلَغََتِّ آ

ِ
﴾٨٣فلَوَْلَْ  ا

So when it reaches the throat [of the dying person]

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



رُونَ ﴿ ُِ ينئَِّذٍ تنَ ﴾ ٨٤وَآَنتُُْ حِّ

and at that moment you are looking on

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



نكُُْ وَلَ  ليَْهِّ مِّ
ِ
نُ آَقْرَبُ ا ونَ ﴿وَنََْ ُ ﴾ ٨٥ٰـكِّن لََّّ تبُْصِِّ

—and We are nearer to him than you are,

though you do not perceive—

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



ينِّينَ  ن كُنتُُْ غيَََّْ مَدِّ
ِ
﴾٨٦ ﴿فلَوَْلَْ  ا

then why do you not, if you are not subject

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



ينَ  قِّ ٰـدِّ ن كُنتُُْ صَ
ِ
عُونََّآَ  ا ﴾ ٨٧ ﴿ترَْجِّ

[to the Divine dispensation], restore it,

should you be truthful?

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



بِّيَن ﴿ لمُْقَرَّ
 
نَ آ ن كََنَ مِّ

ِ
آ  ا ﴾٨٨فآَمََّ

Then, if he be of those brought near,

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



يٍ  ﴾٨٩ ﴿فرََوْحٌ وَرَيََْانٌ وَجَنَّتُ نعَِّ

then ease, abundance, and a garden of bliss.

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



ليَْمِّ 
 
ٰـبِّ آ نْ آَصَْْ ن كََنَ مِّ

ِ
آ  ا ﴾٩٠ينِّ ﴿وَآَمَّ

And if he be of the People of the Right Hand,

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



ليَْ 
 
ٰـبِّ آ نْ آَصَْْ َ مِّ ٰـمٌ لَِّ ينِّ ﴿فسََلَ ﴾٩١مِّ

then ‘Peace be on you,’

[a greeting] from the People of the Right Hand!

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



 
 
بِّيَن آ لمُْكَذِّ 

 
نَ آ ن كََنَ مِّ

ِ
آ  ا آ لِّ يَن ﴿وَآَمَّ ﴾٩٢لضَّ

But if he be of the impugners,

the astray ones,

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



يٍ ﴿ نْ حَِّْ لٌ مِّ  ﴾٩٣فنَُزُ

then a treat of boiling water

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



يٍ ﴿ ﴾ ٩٤وَتصَْلِّيَةُ جَحِّ

and entry into hell.

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



ليَْقِّينِّ ﴿
 
ذَا لهَوَُ حَقُّ آ ٰـ نَّ هَ

ِ
﴾٩٥ا

Indeed this is certain truth.

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



يِّ  ِِّ لعَْ
 
سِّْْ رَبِّ كَ آ

 
آ بِّ حْ بِّ ﴾٩٦ ﴿فسَ َ

So celebrate the Name of your Lord, the All-supreme!

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



َّهُمَّ صَل ِّ علََ  دٍ وَ آ لِّ مُحَ اَلل دمُحَمَّ مَّ

O Allah send Your blessings on Muhammad

and the family of Muhammad.

The Holy Quran: Surah al-Wāqiʿah



Please recite  

Surat al-Fatihah

for

ALL MARHUMEEN


