Azadari Slogans & Messages - A Closer Look

We often come across the following slogans and messages in Muharram, some of which are
quoted as traditions (hadith);

1. ‘Being silent in the face of oppression makes one an oppressor himself.’
(One must speak up and rise against oppression.)

2. The Imam ...« Was a revolutionary leader who rose and fought against
oppression (dhulm).’

3. ‘Every day is Ashura and every land is Karbala.’ (Equating present
circumstances, events and personalities to the event of Karbala.)

4. ‘Death with dignity is better than life with humiliation (zillat).’

5. There is no benefit in only crying and mourning, without understanding the
purpose (Magsad) of ‘Aza and bringing about change.’

6. ‘We must know what is the “Maqgsad (aim)” of majalis and the “Magsad” of
the Imam ...« going to Karbala & participate in its achievement’

In the present era the practice of misusing famous sayings and slogans has become very
common. What is worse is that these sentences are taken to be factual without any
investigation as to whether they have come from the Holy Infallibles ,.....This leads to the
propagation of erroneous thoughts which the youth in particular take to be facts, causing
deviation. This careless approach is due to our unfamiliarity with our religion.

We are so particular about everything when it comes to matters of the world, however we agree
with the words of just about anybody in matters of religion and accept it. In our worldly matters
if we want to buy something cheap or expensive, whether it be a book or a car, we investigate
many different sources as to whether it is useful and worth buying and consult others before we
make a decision. If we paid the same attention to our religion, we would not treat it the way we
are treating it today. We are also not willing to accept wrong for when it is wrong and instead
choose to proudly put our own arguments in defense.

The minority of people who do try to learn about the religion often go after the wrong sources as
a result of which they are given innovative interpretations of the religion. This leads to the very
foundations of the religion becoming corrupted.

The foundations of true religion are those, which the Aimmah s, their special
companions, and the earliest scholars have explained.
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It is not as if a new religion has been founded in this century nor does the original religion
require new interpretations and explanations.

The early scholars include all those who were close to the time of the Aimmah ... Surely they
were better acquainted with the religion because they either took the religion directly from the
Aimmah ...... or from the scholars of the smaller occultation and this chain has continued until
today.

The compilers of the four major books (Qutub Al-Arba’a) and the scholars that followed them
were pious and were familiar with the religion. Even today the foundations of this very religion
flourishes in the Hawza of Najaf. Hence every ‘new’ thought can be investigated through the
Hawza in Najaf.

History is witness to the fact that innovations in religion have been rejected by erudite scholars
of the Najaf Hawza, such as Ayatullah Nai’ni, Sayed Mohsin al-Hakim and Sayed Khoei, whose
knowledge and wisdom are well known and unparalleled to this day. Many of the Maraje’ today
are their students and state that no one is comparable to their teachers.

In our society, slogans such as these are spread, which on the surface appear to be ‘intellectual’
and fact-based but actually need careful analysis. In some cases, they are not in accordance with
the teachings of the Ahlulbayt ... whilst in other cases they are correctly worded but wrongly
interpreted in a way that is destructive to our beliefs. Very much in the way that the Khawarij
used the slogan of ‘No rule except that of Allah’ about which Imam Ali »3dl 4ile said ‘Kalematul
haq youradu behal batil* (Words are true but the interpretation is false). Hence knowingly or
unknowingly people question the veracity of the teachings of the Ahlulbayt ... Let us now
look at each one of the slogans in turn.

Slogan 1. ‘Being silent in the face of oppression makes one an oppressor himself.” (One must
speak up and rise against oppression.)

Our religion has given clear guidelines on jihad. If it did not give these guidelines, it would be
incomplete and it is our responsibility to know what they are instead of doing as we please.

In the period of the major occultation, a believer is not free to do as he pleases but is bound by
the rules of shariah. Obeying the shariah means that if a person himself is not a mujtahid he
should accept the word of his marja whose taglid he follows and find out if his marja has given
any fatwa. If there is a fatwa he should act on it and if not he should refer to the scholar next in
line. Under no circumstances can he disguise his own whims and desires under the garb of
religion for if everyone started to make decisions about the religion based on their own thoughts
the religion would be destroyed.
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On this matter, narrations direct a believer to remain silent in the time of occultation. Imam
Sadiq .« has said, ‘No one from our Ahlulbayt has ever done giyam (stood up) in order to repel
oppression or establish truth, and nor will do so before the giyam of gaim. If one does so,
calamities and misfortunes would surround him, resulting in an increase in difficulties and
miseries for us (the Ahlulbayt) and our shias.’ (Refrence: Sahifa Kamila Urdu pg.89, Mizan Al-
Hikmah vol 1 pg.392 no 27307, Madinatul Maajiz Aiimatul Ithnaasher vol 6 pg.142.)

In the life history of the Aimmah ... we observe that almost all of the Ahlulbayt ... were
apparently silent in that they did not rise or openly counter or encourage rebellion against the
tyrants of their time. This despite there being rampant oppression in society, particularly on their
followers.

Examples include, Imam Ali ... being silent for 25 years after the Holy Prophet ..., ... died.
Imam Hasan ... Signed the peace treaty and was silent thereafter for ten years whilst Imam
Husain ... was silent for ten years prior to the event of Karbala. Even during the event of
Karbala the Imam ... tried to convey the message of guidance without war. Imam Zainul
Abideen ... Spent his entire life after the event of Karbala mourning even whilst the horrifying
event of Harra took place in which nearly 10,000 people, some of whom were memorizers of the
Quran were killed, horses were tied in Masjid al-Nabawi and there was so much bloodshed that
the blood had reached the grave of the Holy Prophet ..., «.s... Thereafter all the Aimmah up to
and including in the era of the minor occultation remained silent.

There is no backing and more importantly no ahadith to the often-repeated statement that, ‘Being
silent in face of oppression makes one an oppressor himself. It is therefore also improper to label
all those who remain ‘silent’ in the face of oppression as oppressors since the Aimmah s... were
themselves silent! Or does the believer of today consider himself to have a better understanding
of the religion than the Aimmah ... themselves?

Hence instead of making emotionally based decisions about the religion, we need to get familiar
with the seerat and sayings of the Masoomeen ... SO that our weak intellects can be guided to
know when it is appropriate to raise our voices and when to keep silent.
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Slogan 2. ‘The Imam L. .= Was a revolutionary leader who rose and fought against
oppression (dhulm).’

There are two key words in this sentence. ‘Revolutionary’ (ingilabi) and ‘rose’ (giyam). The
slogan of ‘rising up against oppression’ has been covered in the first point above.

Ingilab means change and it is an attractive word which brings about positive emotion. Any
positive change in society is known as ingilab. All the Holy Prophets and the Aimmah ..
strived hard and their actions were to direct society towards a change for good. Why is it then
that only Imam Husain ... is associated with the word ‘ingilab *? This is done to replace the
image of the ‘oppressed Imam’ ... and to portray him as the ‘leader of an uprising’, which
distorts the picture of the event of Karbala. The purpose of this is to achieve one’s own
objectives by associating them with the event of Karbala and fight personal agendas under the
cover of the event of Karbala, while ignoring the true teachings of the Ahlulbayt s ...

We need to appreciate that Imam Husain ... going to Karbala was a result of particular
circumstances and not a proactive assault, which can be termed as standing up against
oppression. The circumstances were such that the Imam ... was forced either to pledge
allegiance to a tyrant or to fight. There was no other option. The Imam’s ,«.... Speech and
writings show that he wanted an alternative solution so that the ummah could learn that while it
was not possible for the Imam ... to do bayyah, neither was an uprising the solution.

If one ponders over this, one realizes that this was precisely the point at which Imam Ali s
adopted silence and Imam Hasan ... declared a truce .This is the method of the Holy Prophet
and his Ahlulbayt s.... which was also followed by Imam Husain ,..... In order to preserve
Islam and due to certain reasons and realities Imam Husain ...... did not want to declare war but
wanted to resolve the issue without resorting to a fight. In similar circumstances, the other
Aimmah ... would have also adopted the same route and therefore to label the event of Karbala
as standing up or revolting against oppression is inappropriate.

It is not possible for the Imam ... to pledge allegiance nor had any Imam before Imam Husain
s« dOne so. Bayyah is to completely support and even give up your life for the person whose
bayyah is done. It is not possible for a representative of Allah on earth to give allegiance to
anyone, let alone a tyrant. The solution was to neither give bayyah nor to confront those in power
which is what the sayings of the Aimmah ... Show and was the method followed by them. The
‘revolution philosophy’ created today is that any system which we do not follow or understand is
an evil or false ideology and that its elimination is more important than the fundamental beliefs
of Islam (usool al-deen). The root of this type of thinking is unknown.
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Slogan 3. Every day is Ashura and every land is Karbala.’ (Equating present circumstances,
events and personalities to the event of Karbala.)

There is no such tradition or authentic poetry found. Such slogans are coined to distort the
essence of Karbala in order to reduce its importance and benefits. On the contrary, there is an
authentic tradition from Imam Hasan ... which states quite the opposite, ‘There is no day like
your day O Aba Abdullah.’ (Reference: Muntahal Amaal by Sheikh Abbas Qummi).

Similarly, traditions mention the excellence of the land of Karbala in that it is better than the land
of Makkah and the Ka’ba itself. It is therefore inappropriate for a believer to use such a slogan,
which states that every land is Karbala. It is suspiciously similar to reducing the Holy Prophets’
wsaee e IMpOrtance and status by stating that the Holy Prophet ..., .. and the Ahlulbayt ...
are like ordinary human beings while it is clear that no human being can be like them.

Similarly, nothing can be equal to the Day of Ashura. Hence to equate the great sacrifice of
God’s chosen Imam .....t0 today’s circumstances, events and personalities is downplaying the
Imam’s ... Status and the event of Karbala.

Using the name of the greatest sacrifice to further one’s own political agendas and to play with
momineen’s beliefs and emotions and equate the personalities of today to the incomparable
personalities of God’s infallible representatives ..., is not only decreasing the importance of
the event of Karbala but it also insults the religion of the Holy Prophet and his family ... and is
against hadith.

Slogan 4. ‘Death with dignity is better than life with humiliation.’

This was the response of the Imam ... on the Day of Ashura when he was asked to accept
Yazid’s proposal of bayyah. It is referring to the fact that to die with dignity while being
oppressed is better than a life in which one has to bear the humiliation of doing bayyah of Yazid.

This sentence is not meant to be taken as it presented nowadays. It refers to the dignity of Allah
(SWT), the Holy Prophet .., s and the believers, which Allah (SWT) declares to be as
dignity.

Dignity is certainly not those matters in which ego driven conflicts are initiated. Today the
issues which are presented as being that of ‘dignity and humiliation” are in fact not so, and can
be solved through patience, forgiveness and overlooking. Certain people, in order to achieve
personal egos and agendas, under the garb of religion, fool the ordinary momin to the extent that
he is willing to give up his life for this.
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Such people have never tried and are not willing to understand the event of Karbala through the
lens of it being an episode of oppression, because their personal and regional agendas and wars
are associated with those slogans by which they invite their own people and others to put their
lives in peril.

Most traditions when mentioning the event of Karbala, narrate the oppression on the Imam s ...
The Holy Prophet .., «... Nnever mentioned that his son would die fighting against his enemies
for ‘honor’. The Imam ... only acts as per the will of Allah (SWT)!

Slogan 5. There is no benefit in only crying and mourning, without understanding the purpose
of ‘aza and bringing about change.

If the purpose of majalis and azadari is ‘to change’ or anything other than the ‘love for and
attachment to the Ahlulbayt .....” then the following questions arise;

I.  What change was Prophet Adam and all the other Holy Prophets bringing about
when they mourned?

ii.  The Holy Prophet alus 4li5 4le & La cried upon the birth of Imam Husain s
and he also cried at each mention of the event of Karbala. What was the purpose
of such crying and what ‘change’ did he intend?

iii.  Angel Jibrail brought the message of the event of Karbala to all the Prophets and
cried at these occasions. So what was the purpose of this crying?

iv.  Imam Ali ... mourned over the event of Karbala, so what was his philosophy for
that?

v.  Why did the daughter of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon her) mourn over her son
even before the tragedy occurred and why did she ask about the mourners of her

son?

vi.  Imam Hasan ... at the time of his own martyrdom cried upon Imam Husain ...
instead of his own self. For what purpose?

vii.  All the other Aimmah ... arranged mourning sessions for Imam Husain s ...

What magsad (aim) was being mentioned in all the above-mentioned instances?

The one and only purpose in all the above examples was to mention the importance of ‘aza
(mourning), narrate the event of Karbala, and to express attachment and love for Imam Husain ..

hadle

The Ayah of Mawaddah (42:23) is clear in that, we being the ummah of the Holy Prophet ., ..
., are duty bound to discharge the right of mawaddah (love) upon us. We are proud that Allah
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(SWT) has guided us to and associated us with this group of mourners that recognizes the right
of the Ahlulbayt ... and tries extensively to give them their rightful due.

Every believer through majalis, ‘aza, gatherings of remembrance, crying, grief, juloos, matam
and all such activities, announces that every part of their lives is for the Ahlulbayt ... If they
are happy then he is happy and if they are sad then he is sad.

The Ayah of Mawaddah clearly orders us to demonstrate and express love, hence narrating
the merits and tragedies of the qurba (i.e. the Ahlulbayt »>ldl aeile), is the best expression of
love and attachment and as a consequence the preferred content of majalis.

Imam Ridha ... is reported to have said to Rayyan son of Shabeeb, ‘be happy in our happiness
and be sad in our sadness’. This sentence also points to the fact that happiness and sadness is all
connected to Ahlulbayt ... Hence, the primary purpose of the majalis is to present
condolences to the Ahlulbayt ..., there being no other purpose.

It is illogical and improper to seek a purpose for the expression of emotions just as it is
improper to seek reasons for the emotion of being sad and expressing condolences for your own
loved ones. The source of azadari is mawaddah as demanded by the Ayah of Mawaddah and
hence the basic goal of azadari is mawaddah of the Ahlulbayt s ...

There are many other ahadith exhorting us to be sad when the Ahlulbayt are in grief. The
ahadith exhort us to hold majalis and they only refer to grief, crying and dhikr of Ahlulbayt and
nothing else.

There is not a single tradition to support the view that such majalis must or preferably
include propagation or social causes. In fact, this hadith - ‘adorn your sittings with the
remembrance of Ali .....’, indicates that the real adornment is the remembrance of the
excellences of Imam Ali s ..

Slogan 6. We must know what is the ‘magsad’ (aim) of majalis and the magsad of the Imam
going to Karbala?

The purpose of Majalis, and the purpose of the Imam ... going to Karbala are two very
different issues and it is not necessary for both to be the same.

As far as the purpose of the Imam ... is concerned, there is no hadith which tells us about this
purpose, except one in Bihar Al-Anwar by Allamah Majlisi on the authority of Asam Kufi (a
hadith which some ulema consider weak). In this hadith the Imam ... gives his will to
Mohammad al-Hanafiya on leaving Medina and explains that he is going for the rectification of
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the ummah of his grandfather and to enjoin good and forbid evil (amr bil maroof and nahi anil
munkar) and his path would be as per the traditions the Holy Prophet.., ...« .. and his father. He
also clarified that if this was not accepted then he would be patient (and not fight).

This was the crossroad where on one side was the ‘wilayah and khilafah’ and on the other the
‘survival of the religion’. When Imam Ali ... was faced with a similar situation, he chose the
survival of the religion over his right. Imam Hasan ... also chose the path of truce. It was
precisely this seerat that Imam Husain ... was following for the preservation of the religion. He
did not want to fight but rather tried to resolve issues without violence. This was the reaction of
all Aimmah ... in similar situations. Hence, to equate the purpose of the event of Karbala as an
‘uprising against oppression’ is inappropriate. Thus, the event of Karbala is a chronicle of
tragedy and oppression and not of an uprising or war as often portrayed. The Imam ... took
with himself his women and children which is ample evidence that his purpose was guidance and
not an uprising.

This guidance was not limited to the jurisprudential details of prayers and fasting but to save the
very roots of the religion, which were in danger whereby belief in the oneness of God, Prophet
hood and the resurrection were being denied from the pulpits of Syria.

As regards to the purpose of azadari, it is the narration of the tragedy and oppression as already
mentioned in the previous point, which is an expression of the mawaddah which every believer
has with the Ahlulbayt ...

Those who claim that the purpose of Imam Husain’s ... stand was an uprising or that the
purpose of ‘aza is only the propagation of Islamic rulings, are either not aware of the foundations
of the religion or purposely want to disassociate azadari with mawaddah and the excellences of
the Ahlulbayt s ..

They are knowingly or unknowingly following the footsteps of the enemies of Imam Ali s ..
They, in order to divert the attention of people from the actual religion and wilayah of Ameerul
Momineen ... exclusively put people onto the path of worshipping so that they become
forgetful of the roots of the religion and the wilayah of Ameerul Momineen ......and became
forgetful of those who usurped his rights.

Those who want the religion to be bereft of love and emotional attachment to the Ahlulbayt .. ..
sow the seeds of these ideas into the minds of people thus misguiding them. Centuries have
passed narrating the tragedies of the Aimmah ... and in doing ‘aza and matam, but the
Wahhabi thought, which is now being sowed in the past few years within Shi’ism and
particularly in azadari is very disturbing. This has dealt such a blow to the hearts of the believers
that today the very foundations of momin’s beliefs are shaky.
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When philosophical and ‘irfani’ thought promoters ,propagated their beliefs & views to the
simple minded (not-so-astute )believers ,particularly of the subcontinent, it spoilt their beliefs
and foundations and put them on such paths that not only damaged the message of the Ahlulbayt
s DUt iN reality it completely distorted it

Azadari which was and is an expression of love towards the oppressed Imam ......and a method
of condolence to the Holy Prophet ..., and his daughter (peace be upon her) is similarly
attacked. Under the name of ‘Protest (Ehtijaj)’ it is now used to misguide the nation.

Majalis which are supposed to be the narration of the tragedies and excellences of the Ahlulbayt
s NAVe been spoilt by being labelled as ‘tabligh” in which ‘economic and social matters’ are
discussed.

Whist all these matters are important and indeed should be discussed in lectures throughout the
year wherein people are invited to act upon such matters and learned persons can discharge their
duties from the pulpits, even the Ahlulbayt ... would speak about different issues throughout
the year, but however, the days of mourning are almost exclusively for narrating the excellences
of the Ahlulbayt ... and the tragedies that befell them.

18 August 2020
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