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Section 7 On the Day the Earth Was Extended!

Pen and pencil are unable to write the Blessings of God who is the King of this
World and the Hereafter who has extended the Earth for His worshippers and
has made it as inhabitations for His worshippers. Therefore, | first report a few
narrations that | have chosen in this regard. Then I shall mention a few facts
about the virtue and the nobility of the 25" day of Zil-Qa'dih that has come to
my mind.
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Section 8 On the Deeds for the 25t Day of Zil-Qa'dih

The following is narrated through a chain of documents on the authority of
Sheikh Muhammad ibn Ya’qub Kulayni (May God have mercy upon him) in
the book Al-Kafi, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Sayqal, “On
the 25™ day of the month of Zil-Qa'dih, Abul Hassan ar-Reza (MGB) came out
of his (MGB) home in Marvih and told us, ‘Fast on this day. | am fasting on this
day, too’. I said, ‘May | be your ransom! With which day does today coincide?’
He (MGB) replied, ‘It is a day in which God’s Mercy extended to all; the Earth
was extended; the Ka’ba was established; and Adam (MGB) descended upon
the Earth”.
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Section 9 The Time of the Descension of the Ka’ba from the
Heavens

The following is narrated based on a chain of documents on the authority
of Al-Sheikh Abi Ja’far Muhammad ibn Babuyih — may God have mercy
on him — in his book Man La Yahzaruh Al-Fagih. Indeed the Sheikh has
guaranteed the correctness of its narrations in the introduction and the
sermon of his book saying that all narrations have been narrated based on
the quoted priciples narrated by the Divine Leaders (MGB). In it we read,
“It has been narrated the God the Almighty sent down the Ka’ba on the twenty-
ninth day of Zil-Qa'dih. And this is the first blessing that has been sent down.
Thus, whoever fasts on this day, it would count as expiation for seventy years of
his sinfulness.”
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Section 10 On the Nobility of the Day the Earth was Extended?

Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Babuyih in his books Man La Yahzaruh Al-Fagih
and Thawab Al-A’maal has narrated that Al-Hassan ibn al-Vusha says, “Once
when | was young, | was with my father on the twenty-fifth night of Zil-Qa'dih.
We ate dinner with Al-Reza (MGB). He (MGB) told my father, “Abraham
(MGB) and Jesus the son of Mary (MGB) were born on the twenty-fifth night
of Zil-Qa'dih. And on that night the Earth was extended from beneath the
Ka’ba. So, anyone who fasts on the twenty-fifth day of Zil-Qa'dih is like the
person who has fasted for sixty months.”

It has been written in the book in a copy of Thawab Al-

A’maal which I have, “On this day the Riser (MGB)2 will
rise.”
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2 Imam Mehdi (MGB)
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Section 11 On the Almighty God’s Nobility in Extending the
Earth! and Spreading It for His Worshippers

Here we mention the Sublime the Glorified God’s greatness in extending the
Earth for the worshippers and point out some of the secrets of this blessing and
God’s Favor. Any animal must have a place to live in and to keep himself safe
from being hurt by other creatures. Thus, creating the Earth for the living of the
creatures is one of God’s great Favors.

And one of its secrets is that God the Almighty has not entrusted the planning
and the creation of the Earth to the angels or to other special ones; rather, He
Himself has assumed the responsibility of this task with the hand of His Power
and Mercy and has filled it up with his treasures of Patience, Indulgence and
Kindness.

O’ the human whom God has bestowed the light of the intellect on you
remember and confess to the Lordship of the Lord of the lords. Think deeply
about the point that if you are poor and in need in this ephemeral world and you
do not have any money to build a home to reside in and be safe from the heat of
the summer and the cold of the winter: If in this situation, the king of the time
without your knowing him and your having served him, feels pity for you and
builds a home for you with his own hands, and fills it up with all sorts of goods
that you need, and he does not use your family’s limbs and heart in this work,
and then asks you to live in it and you enter it and see it filled up with all sorts
of resources, in this situation how would you like that great king and how would
you observe His Great Rights? And how would you confess to His absolute
Kindness? Thus, you should treat God at least like you would treat that king
who is himself owned by the Almighty God. The other fact to consider is that
the Almighty God is the root of all blessings.

Also God bless you! On the anniversary day of creating of this new home you
should confess to the right of the great Master over His servants just like you do
on a Festival. Engage in thanking and praising the Almighty God on this day
and other days. Do not let such a great day pass without realizing its value and
ignoring your Lord and His Great Status. Do not be lethargic about this lest you
may be deprived of His Attention, become belittled and be blamed about this as
He says, “And how many Signs in the heavens and the earth do they pass by?

! "And the earth, moreover, hath He extended (to a wide expanse);" The Holy Qur’an Al-Nazeat
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Yet they turn (their faces) away from them!”"

Also God bless you! Pay attention to the fact that if in your home you need
some furniture and things and the king of the time furnishes your home with his
own hands, would you not make the utmost efforts by using your self, your
wealth, your tongue, your wife and children to be kind to him and serve him.
So, you should be careful not to treat the Almighty God less than you would
treat that king given the fact that God has extended the Earth like a carpet for
you to live on and He has put your sustenance in it. Also, may God have mercy
upon you! On this day, remember that the Sublime the Glorified God favored
you and was kind to you and remember how He sent down the Holy Ka’ba. He
appointed it as His Threshold and the place for opening the doors of His
Pardoning and Mercy at the time of acting rudely with Him. He asked you to
face it at times of turning to Him; and become happy with him by visiting Him
as a pilgrim when you are polluted with the filth of sins and the ugliness of
faults.

Thus, have mercy upon the weakness of the heart and the thinness of your skin
and body. And do not expose them to the danger that the Master and the Owner
of this world and the Hereafter faces you, calls you towards Himself and you
turn back your face from Him and you act impudently with Him. May God have
mercy upon you! If you destroy your existence, from where will you gain it
again? If you neglect your survival, from where will you acquire it? If you turn
your face back on your life, from where it will be acquired for you? If you lose
your health from where will you regain it? And who will support you against
His Stern Outrage? And who will ward off His Anger if He gets angry at you
from near or faraway? And if you go out of His Support and turn away from His
Direction and choose what is not lasting without the presence of the Everlasting
God and prefer it to Him, who do you hope will ward off the bad happenings,
calamities and miseries and who will help you achieve your wishes?

May God have mercy upon you! Thus, go on the pilgrimage to the Ka’ba of His
Generosity. And with humility circumambulate around the Threshold of His
Forbearance, Mercy and His previous blessings. Shed some tears out of
humbleness and close your eyelids before the end of crying and let some tears
flow out and like a person who is aware of his great sin and is unable to resolve
his grief, cry for what you have done negligently. In this case, you will find the
Almighty God Merciful, Affectionate and Patient with you regarding your
unwise acts. If you do not act humble in front of Him, who is more deserving

! The Holy Qur’an: Yusuf 12:105.



Chapter 2 On the Benefits of the Month of Zil-Qa’dih 31

for you to be humble to? If you do not cry for Him, for whom will you cry? |
ask you by God to also remember me at that time when you are supplicating,
praying and entreating to God at the Threshold of God the Almighty.
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Section 12 On the Nobility of the Night and the Day the Earth
was Extended!

The following has been narrated based on a narration in the handwriting of Ali
ibn Yahya al-Khayat. And we mention that indeed it has been narrated
through a chain of documents on the authority of Abdul Rahman al-
Salmi, on the authority of the Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn Abi Talib
(MGB), “The first Mercy which was descended from the heavens to the Earth
was on the twenty-fifth day of Zil-Qa’dih. For this reason, if one fasts on that
day and worships God on the night of the twenty-fifth of Zil-Qa'dih, it will be
accepted as the worship of one-hundred years for him. It would be as if he has
fasted all its days and worshipped God all nights. Also, any group of people
who gather together for remembering the Almighty God on that night, all their

! "And the earth, moreover, hath He extended (to a wide expanse);" The Holy Qur’an Al-Nazeat
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needs will be fulfilled before they separate from each other. A million blessings
from God will descend on this day and 99% of it will be put in the circles
formed for the remembrance of God, the ones who fast on this day, and those
who have worshipped God on that night.”

In another narration Abdullah ibn Masood narrated the following on the
authority of God’s Prophet (MGB), “In the five remaining nights of Zil-Qa'dih,
God shall descend His Mercy. Thus, the fasting of anyone who fasts on this day
will be considered like the fasting of seventy years for him”.

Also he (MGB) said the following in another narration, “On the twenty-fifth
night of Zil-Qa'dih Mercy descended from the sky and the commandment of the
exaltation of the Ka’ba was sent to Adam (MGB). Thus, all of the creatures
between the earth and the heavens will ask for forgiveness for anyone who fasts
this day.
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Section 13 Supplications for the 25t Day of Zil-Qa’dih

The following has been reported in several ways including my grandfather Abu
Ja’far Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Tusi whose soul may be purified and his
shrine may be illuminated by God the Almighty in his book Misbah al-Kabir.
It is recommendable to fast on its twenty-fifth day on which the Earth was
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extended from beneath the Ka’ba. And it has been narrated that fasting on that
day equals fasting for sixty months. And also it is recommendable to say the
following supplication on this day, “O’ my God who has spread the Ka’ba,
splits the grain of corn, mitigates hardships, and alleviates sorrows! | ask You
today — one of the days belonging to You, which on account of their privileges,
and availability of Your Unrestricted Mercy are in them, have been declared
important, given preference over other days, and exclusively specified for the
believers — to bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad (MGB), Your high-
minded, great-hearted and generous servant, whom we will meet soon, on the
promised Day of Encounter —who opened what was kept locked and shut, and
invited to truth, in every walk of life; and on his Holy Household — the
Immaculate guides (MGB), the pillars of the Irresistible who are the Guardians
of Paradise and Hell. And give us today from Your repository of Grants, what is
not restricted or denied. Let us collect ourselves with repentance and a good
return, O’ the best one who is called and the most benevolent hoped for! O’ He
who gives enough! O’ He who keeps His Words! O’ He who secretly treats
with kindness! Please be kind to me with Your Kindness and make me
prosperous with Your Pardon. Please help me and do not forget me on the
Resurrection Day and the Day of Judgment. Please let Your Friends be present
beside me at the time when my soul departs, body disintegrates, activity ceases,
and my death comes. O’ my God! Please keep me in mind in the extended hours
of agony when | reside in between the layers of the earth, the preoccupied
people forget me, and | ask You to settle me in the House of Permanence® and
lodge me in a noble House. Please let me in the company of Your close Friends
and those whom You have selected and chosen. Please make my meeting You a
blissful occasion, and bless me with good deeds, free from slippages and
indecent indulgence, before death comes. O’ my God! Please let me reach the
Pond of Your Prophet, Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Let me have a
delicious and plentiful drink such that | never again become thirsty. Never push
me out of there once | am there, and let it be my most reliable preparation for
the day when witnesses will be brought. O° my God! Please damn the
oppressors — those of the earlier times and those of the later times who usurped
the rights of Your Trustworthy Representatives. O’ my God! Please put an end
to their rule, destroy their followers and agents; speed up their destruction; end
their authority, restrict their ways; and damn their partners and associates. O’
my God! Please expedite the arrival of Your Friends, retrun them what is
wrongly taken from them, let him be a help for Your Religion, and let him

! Paradise
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follow Your Orders regarding Your enemies. O’ my God! Please take revenge
by sending Your Angels to help him and giving him the responsibility of affairs
on the Night of Destiny until You are pleased, Your Religion is revived through
him with right separated from the wrong and with falsehood gone. O’ my God!
Please bestow Blessings on him and on all his forefathers, and let us be amongst
his companions and familiar friends, resurrect us in his service, so that we are of
his supporters in his era. O’ my God! Please let us experience days of his
leadership, and see his era with our own eyes. Please bestow Blessings on him
(MGB) and convey his message of goodwill to us. May God’s Mercy and
Blessings be upon him (MGB). This is the end of the supplications. Use what
comes to your mind with God’s help to supplicate before the termination of this
ephemeral world.
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Section 14 On What Is Best for the 25t Day of Zil-Qa’dih

Know that one of the important affairs for the prosperous people at the time of
the renewal of great blessings is to engage in thanking the grantor of those gifts.
This is especially true when one is in disagreement with his Master's Will and
he treats his friends with more pleasure and loyalty than his Master — who is the
Owner of all things and controls all the affairs of the ephemeral world and the
everlasting world are in His Hand and all aspirations and hopes land on His
Threshold.

Thus, one should be amazed that even though when the Almighty God created
him He was aware that he shall have these attributes of opposition and
disobedience of God, He prepared a place for him to live in, and created the
things which he will need until the time of his death for him. One should also be
amazed that God does not call him to account for his crimes and does not hurry
to punish him and treats him the same as the people who are obedient to God.

It is also best for those who obey their Lord to thank God for the blessing of the
house that God has granted them and the good things which God has granted
them like when they need it and buy it or the king bestows it on them, or build it
with a lot of effort and hardship with the help of a builder and workers. The sign
of happiness and thankfulness should be seen in them at least like the time when
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they are provided with or rent a house that they need. Otherwise, if their heart is
totally void of recognizing this kind of Divine Blessings they are like dead
persons who are never praised or like blind persons who do not look at the gifts
which those who observe Divine Limits deserve, or like deaf persons who do
not hear the sound of those who call them. Such persons should cry for losing
the benefits of their heart and intellect and must repent.
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Section 15 On How to End This Day

It is best for the people to end every blessed day and new time as if the king has
given a party and set up a table for them and has granted them as much as he
can, and has offered them rewards, and the people are seated at the table that
will not be set up again until the same time next year and eat as much as they
need and then they get up.

Thus, it is best for the people who are familiar with this great blessing that the
king sees them thankful of these blessings, remember his generosity and honor
the right of his rank in the best possible way. At the end of the day, the people
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should ask for Perfect Kindness from God who is aware of their secrets and ask
God to accept their deeds. They should ask God to help them attain their highest
aspirations and wishes and let their life end while obeying Him.

This is because if one tries to observe worshipping etiquette of blessed days, it
is hoped that the Blessed God soon make him worthy of an increase in
blessings. This can be seen from the following verse, “If ye are grateful, I will
add more (favors) unto you; But if ye show ingratitude, truly My Punishment is
terrible indeed. ™
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! The Holy Qur’an: Abraham 14:7.





