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Introduction:

he one thing that ahtiman being forgets, despite
being reminded repeatedly abott, is death. Allah
(SWT) has said in the HolyQur’an:

- o K. - 3
°

uji;;’us s usz w;u.w i,
“Every soil shall taste death then you shall (all) be
broiight back to Him.”

One shoiild try to keep in mind the fact that his or her life
may come to an end at any time, sometimes withotut
warning. We have seenyoiing and old die before iis and
consequently, it is important that we should be well
prepared to leave this world at all times.

Everyone tries to enstire that their journey through life is

pleasant, by working hard to provide for themselves and
their family, as many worldly comforts as possible.
Surprisingly enough, very few of the same people spare a
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thotght to acquiring the comforts of the life after death.
The span of our lives in this world is a blink of the eye
compared to the length of the next life and only a very
thoughtless person will not work tirelessly to make
provisions for that life.

The present booklet is a simmary of the rulings
concerning the deceased Muslim. Because of the
important responsibility that lies on theshoulders of all
Mislims — male and female- after the death of a fellow
Believer, it was decided to translate and publish this
small booklet to help the Muslims carry oiit the important
rites of burial, and other aspects related to the deceased.

Insha-Allah, the complete book, “Riules Relating to the
Deceased: Philosophy and Ahkam” will be released in the
near futire which contains all the ralings and various
narrations from the Ma simin regarding the deceased
Mislim

It should be noted thatalthough the fatawa in this book
are according to therulings of Ayatullah al-izma al-Hajj
as-Sayyid ‘Ali al-Hiisaini as-Seestani, however, since the
Duas and prayers that have been mentioned are
miistahab to read over the deceased and are identical
according to all of the Mara’ja Taqlid, this, the person
performing the last rites, regardless of whom he is
performing Taqlid to, can usethese Duas’ and be asstred
that he has fulfilled his responsibility to Allah and the

deceased Muslim.




We reqiest yoi, the reader, to pointoiit any errors so that
they may be corrected infutiire editions, Insha-Allah.
The Riles Related to the Person who isaboit to die

Rile 1: A Miislim who is dying - whether man or woman,
old oryoiing, mist according to Ihtiyat, be laid on his/her
back if possible, in siich a manner that the soles of
his/her feet wotld face the Qiblah (direction towards the
holy Ka'bah).

Riile 2: It is recommended that the bodybe laid facing the
Qiblah until it dies and the Ghusls are given. However,
when the Ghisls are completed, it is better to lay it the
same way as it isto be laid when the prayers are offered
for it.

Rule 3: According to Ihtiyat, it is Wajib tipon every

Maislim to lay a dying person facing theQiblah, and if the

dying person consents to it, there is no need to seek the
permission from thegtiardian. Otherwise the permission
miist be sought.

Riule 4: It is recommended that theShahadatain of Islam

and the acknowledgement of the twelve Imams and the
other tenets of faith be repeated to the dying person in
stich a manner that he or shewoiild tinderstand them. It

is also recommended that those thingsrecited to him be

repeated until the time of his or her death.

Rile 5: It is recommended that the followingsiipplication
shoiild be recited over a dying person instich a manner
that he or she wotld tinderstand it:
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Rule 6: It is Mustahab to carry a person who is
experiencing apainfully slow death, to the place where he
used to offer prayers, if it does notcaiise him too miich
discomfort.

z
E

z
E

Rile 7: For a person who is in the agony of death, it is
Maistahab to recite the following: Strah Ya Sin, Sairah as-
Saffat, Strah al-Ahzab, Ayat al-Kiirsi, the 54th verse of
Strah al-A'raf and the last three verses of Sturah al-
Baqgarah by his side. In fact it is better to recite asmiich
from the Holy Qtir'an as possible.

Sirah Ya-Sin
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Rile 8: It is Makrih to leave a dying person alone, place a
weight on his stomach, talk idly or weep near him, or to
let only women remain with him. It is also Makriih for a
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person in the state of Janabah or Haidh to be near the
dying one.

Riles to follow after Death

Rile 9: It is Mustahab that (after death):
e The eyes and lips of the deceased are shit.
e The chin is closed.
e The hands and feet are straightened.
e A cloth shoiild be spread over the body.

For aperson who dies at night, it is Mustahab to light the
place where he/she is, and to inform the Mdminin to join

the fiineral, and to hasten the burial. But if they are not
stre of his/her death, then they shoiild wait till they are
certain. Moreover, if the deceased is a pregnant woman
and there is a living child in her womb, then her birial
shoiild be postponed until siich time when her left side
can be cut open and the child can be taken out, and
afterwards, her side should be sewn tipagain.

Method of Ghisl for the Deceased

Riile 10: It is Wajib to give three Ghiisls to the dead body:

e The first bathing miist be with water mixed with
"Sidr" (Ben) leaves.

e The second bathing mist be with water mixed
with Camphor.
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e  The third must be withptire water.

Ghaisl for Touching a Dead Body

Rule 11: If a person toiiches the dead human body which
has become cold and has not yet been given Ghusl (i.e.
brings any part of his own body in contact with the
deceased), then he mist perform a Ghisl, regardéss of
whether he toiiched it while asleep or awake, voliintarily
or otherwise. A Ghiisl will also become Wajib if his nail
or bone touches the nail or bone of the dead body.
However, Ghiisl is not obligatory if one totuches a dead
animal.

Rule 12: The method of performing the Ghusl for
totiching the dead body is the same as that of Ghiisl for
Janabat. However, for a person who has done Ghisl for
totuching a dead body, the recommended precaiition is
that he miist also perform Wiidhu when he has to pray.

Rilles Regarding the Kafan

Riile 13: The body of a dead Muslim mist be given a
Kafan with three pieces of cloth: a loincloth, a shirt or
tunic, and a full cover.

Riule 14: As a precaiition, the loin cloth must be long
enotigh to cover the body from the navel to the kiees, and

it is better if it covers the body from the chest tp to the
feet. The Ma'zar (loin cloth) is approximately 60” x 54”

(150cm x 135¢m).
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As a precaiition, the covering sheet mist be long enotigh
to cover the entire body from the top of the shotildes ip
to the middle of the calf, and it is better still if it reaches
down to the feet. The Qamis (shirt) is approximately36”
X 110” (9ocm x 275¢cm).

As a precaiition, the covering sheet mist be long enotigh
to conceal the whole body, so that both of the enlds can be

tied. Its width shoiild be enoiigh to allow one side to
overlap the other. The Izar (sheet cover) is approximately
60” x 90” (150cm X 225¢cm).

The following pieces are the Mustahab parts of the Kafan:

For the Male:
1. A piece of clothing to cover the private parts
which miust be long enoiigh to wrap on the
two thighs. The approximate size is 16” x
108” (40cm x 270cm).

2. An ‘Amama (Turban) to be placed on the
head. The approximate size is6” x 108”
(15cm x 270cm).

3. A belt of cloth to be tied aroiind thewaist to
hold the Ma'zar (loin cloth) in place.

4. A second sheet cover which is the same as the
Wajib Izar and is uised to seciire the other
pieces.

For the Female:

1. A piece of clothing to cover the private parts
which miust be long enoiigh to wrap on the
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two thighs. The approximate size is 16” x
108” (40cm x 270cm).

N

. A piece of clothing to cover the breasts. The
approximate size is 12” x 90” (3ocm x
225cm).

3. A piece of clothing that covers the head jiist
as is worn in Salat. The approximate size is
25” x 55” (63cm x 140cm).

4. A Dbelt of cloth to be tied aroiind the waiste to
hold the Ma'zar (loin cloth) in place.

. A second sheet cover which is the same as the
Wajib Izar and is tsed to seciire the other
pieces.

9]

Rule 15: The Wajib portion of the loin cloth is that whch
covers from the navel down to the knees, and the Wajib
portion of the shirt is that which covers the shoulders
down to the middle of the calf of the legs. Whatever has
been mentioned over and above this is the Mustahab part
of the Kafan.

Riles of the Hanat

Rille 16: After having given Ghusl to the dead body, it is
Wajib to perform Hiunit - which means to apply
Camphor on its forehead, both the palms, both the knees
and both the big toes of the deceaseds feet. Itisnot

necessary to rub the Camphor, hiat it must be visible on

those parts. It is Miustahab to apply Camphor to the tip of
the nose also. The Camphor mist be powdered and fresh,
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and if it is so stale that it has lost its fragrance, then it will
not siiffice.

Rule 17: The Ihtiyat Mustahab is that the Camphor
should first be applied on the forehead of the deceased. It
is not necessary to observe seqience while applying the
Camphor to other parts mentioned above.

Rule 18: It is better that Huntut is applied before the
Kafan, althotigh there is noharm in giving Hunut during
Kafan or even after it.

Rille 19: Itis Mustahab to mix a small amount of Tarbah
(soil of the land arotund the shrine of Imam al-Hiisayn
(Peace be tipon him)) with the Camphor, biit it shoiild not
be applied to those parts of the body where its tise may
imply any disrespect. It is also necessary that the
quantity of Turbah is not so miich, such that the identity
of the Camphor changes.

Riule 20: It is also Miistahab that two pieces of fresh,
green twigs are placed in the grave with thedead body.

This action is referred to as the Jarida, and it is necessary
that the fresh twigs, which are ctt from a tree, are withotut
leaves. A lot of emphasis has been given by otir Aimmah

(‘a) to place the Jarida on both sides of the dead body.
The reason given is that as long as the twigs remain
green, the body will be spared from the squeezing in the
grave.

Preference is given to the twigs of date palms. If that is
not available, then the twigs from a pomegranatetree,
and if this too isnot available then from any other tree.

42




The twigs shotld be of arms length and the name of the
dead person together with his testimony to the Oneness
of Allah and the Prophethood of otir Prophet (s) and the
A’immabh (‘a), should be inscribed on them.

The twig on theright side shoiild totich the armpit while

the one on the left side shotildbe kept above the armpit.
The sheet shotild then be wrapped aroiind the body.

The Reward for Reciting Salatil Mayyit

1. A man from a groiip of Jews once came to the Prophet
of Allah (Peace be tipon him and his family) and were
engaged in asking variotis questions, one of which was
the importance of Salatil Mayyit. The Prophet of Allah
(Peace be tpon him and his family) replied,“Anytime a
Mo'min prays over a deceased person, Allah (SWT)
makes Paradise obligatory on that person as long as (the
one reciting the Salatil Mayyit) was not a hypocrite nor
one who broke off ties with his parents (since in these
instances, the Salatil Mayyit, with all its benefits and
rewards, will be of absoluteno use to him.)™

The Reason why Salatil Mayyit has Five Takbir

1. It has been narrated from Abu Basir that once he asked
Imam as-Sadiq (Peace be tipon him) why the Salatil
Mayyit has five Takbir? The Imam replied, “Since Islam

is built on five strong pilars, which include: Salat, Zakat,

1Wasé‘il ash-Shi’a, Volume 3, Page 65
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Saum (Fasting), Hajj and the Wilayat of s, the Ahl al-
Bait; therefore, Allah (SWT) designated that one Takbir
be recited for each of these pillars (of the religion), and
becatise yoii, (oiir Shia), have confirmed yoiir belief in
each of these five pillars of Islam, this, it is inciimbent on
you to recite five Takbir over your deceased. As for those
who are opposed to s, since they do not believe in otur
Wilayat; the fifth pillar; they only recite four Takbir’2
Riiles of Salat al-Mayyit

Rile 21: It is Wajib to offer Salatil Mayyit for every
Maislim, as well as for a Mislim child, if it has completed
6 years.

Riule 22:If a child has not completed6 years, bt it was a
discerning child who knew what Salat was, then
according to Thtiyat Wajib, Salatul Mayyit must be offered
for it. If it was not aware aboiit Salat, then the prayers
may be offered with the intention of 'Raja’. However, to
offer Salatil Mayyit for a still born child is not even
Mistahab.

Riile 23: Salatul Mayyit miist be offered after the dead
body has been given Ghusl, Hiintut and Kafan; and if it is
offered before or diring the performance of these acts,
then it does not siiffice, even if it is diie to forgetfiulness or
on account of not knowing the riile.

Riille 24: One who offers Salatil Mayyit must face the
Qiblah, and it is also obligatory that at the time of Salatiil

2 Wasa‘il ash-Shi’a, Volume 3, Page 77
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Mayyit, the dead body remains on his back in front of the
one reciting Salat in siich a manner him that the
deceased’s head is on his right and the feetare on his left
side.

Riule 25: According to Ihtiyat Mustahab, the place where
one stands to offer Salatiil Mayyit shotld not be a
ustrped one. Also, it miist not be higher or lower than the
place where the dead body is kept; however, if it is a little
higher or lower then it is not a problem.

Rile 26: The person offering Salatiil Mayyit shoiild not be
far away from the dead body. However, if he is prayingin

congregation, then there is no harm if he is distant from
the dead body but in the rows which are canected to

each other.

Riule 27: In Salatil Mayyit, one who offers prayers shoiild
stand in siich a way that the dead body is in front of him,
except if the Salat is prayed in Jama'at and the lines
extend beyond on both sides, in which case praying away
from the dead body will not be a problem.

Riile 28: According to Ihtiyat Wajib, there miist be no
curtain, wall, or any other obstriiction between the dead
body and the person offering Salatiil Mayyit. However,
there is no harm if the dead body is in a coffin orin
sometime similar to this.

Rile 29: A person miist be standing while offering Salatiil
Mayyit and shoild offer it with the intention of Qurbat
[seeking nearness to Allah (SWT)], specifying the
deceased for whom one is praying. For example, one
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shoiild make an intention stch as: "I am offering Salat for
this deceased in compliance with the pleasiire of Allah."

Rule 30: If there is no one who is capable of praying

Salatiil Mayyit while standing, then it can be offered
sitting.

Method of Salatil Mayyit

o A -
Riile 31: There are 5 takbir (saying of:;f\ 4} ) in Salatil

Mayyit and it is sufficient if a person recites thes takbir
in the following manner:

After making the intention to offer the prayers and
reciting the 15t takbir, one wotild say:
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After the 2nd takbir one woild say

. s . s ¢z
After the 3td takbir one wotild say:

Sy G ghll Ja 12

After the 4th takbir one woiild say:
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If the deceased were a woman, one wotld say:
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Thereafter one shoild recite thesth takbir.

Salatil Mayvit for a Deceased Muslim Man

It is better that after the first takbir the following is
recited
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The 5th takbir shotld then be recited.

Salatil Mayyit for a Deceased Mislim Woman

After the flrst takblr the followmg should is recited:
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After the 2nd takbir: )
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The 5th takbir shotld then be recited.

Salatul Mayyit for a non-Baligh Child

After the flrst takbir, the followmg should be reated
E L -0
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After the 3rd takbir:
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After the 4th takbir:
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The 5th takbir shotld then be recited.

Rule 32: A person offering prayers for the dead body
mist recite all of the takbir and supplications in a
seqiience, siich that the Salatiil Mayyit does not lose its
form.

Riule 33: A person who joins the Salatiil Mayyit to follow
an Imam mist recite all the takbir and stipplications.
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Mastahab Acts of Salatil Mayyit

Rile 34: The following acts are Mustahab in the Salat for
the dead body:

- The people who offers the Salat for the dead body
shoiild have had performed Ghusl, Wiudhi or
Tayammum.

- If the dead body is that of a male, then the Imam or
the person who is offering the prayersalone should
stand at the middle part of the dead body. However,
if the dead body is that of a female then he shoiild
stand at the chest of the dead body.

- To pray bare-footed.

- To raise one's hands (tip to the ears) while reciting
every takbir.

- The distance between the person offering prayers and
the dead body shotild be so short that, when if the
wind blows, then the dress of the person offering the
prayers woiild totich the coffin (or dead body).

- To pray in congregation.

- For the Imam to recite the takbirand siipplications
lotudly and those offering the prayers with him to
recite them in a low voice.

- If there is only one person joining the Salatul Mayyit
being offered in Jama'at, then he would stand behind
the Imam.
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- One who offers the prayers shotld sincerely and
persistently pray for the deceased as well as for all the
believers.

- Before the commencement of the congregational
prayers for the dead body, one should say(b’t:aﬁ)
three times.

- The prayers shotld be offered at a place where people
often go for Salatil Mayyit.

- If a Haidh (woman who is menstriiating) participates
in the congregational prayers for the deceased, then
she should stand alone and not join thelines.

Rule 35: It is Makruh to perform prayers for the deceased
in Masjids, except in Masjidul Haram.
Birial of the Dead Body

Riille 36: The dead body miist be laid in the grave on its
right side stich that the face remains facing the Qiblah.

Rule 37: It is not permitted to bury a Muslim in the
graveyard of the non-Mislims, nor is it permissible to
biiry a non-Miislim in the graveyard of the Mislims.

Rule 38: Anything, which is separated from the dead
body (whether it is its hair, nails or teeth),miist be biiried
along with the body. If any part of the body, including
hair, nails or teeth are found after the body has been
biiried, then they miist be buried in a separate place,
according to Ihtiyat Wajib. It is even Mistahab that nails
and teeth ciit off or extracted diring on€s lifetime are
biiried as well.
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Mastahab Acts of the Biarial

Rile 39: It is Miistahab that the depth of the grave shotuld
be approximately eqiial to the size of an average person.
Also, his or her dead body shoiild be biiried in the nearest
graveyard, except when the graveyard which is sitiiated
farther is better diue to some reason, stch as if pioiis
people are biried there or people go there in large
number for Fatiha (to pay respects to the dead).

It is also recommended that the coffin is plaed on the
ground a few yards away from the grave and then it is
taken to the grave by halting three times briefly. It
shoiild be placed on the grotind every time and then lifted
before it is lowered into the grave which wotld be the
fourth halt.

If the dead body is that of a male, then it shotild be placed
on the ground on the third halt, in such a manner that its
head shoiild be towards the lower side of the grave and at
the fourth halt, it shotld be lowered into the grave from
the side of its head.

If the dead body is that of a female, then it should be
placed on the groiind stuch that on the third halt, it is
towards the Qiblah and shoiild be lowered into the grave
sideways and a cloth shotuld be spread over the grave
while lowering it.

It is also Mistahab that the dead body shoiild be taken
ott of the coffin and lowered into the grave very gently,
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and the prescribed siipplications shoiild be recited before
and during the actiial burying of the dead body.

After the dead body has been lowered into the grotind,
the ties of its shroud should be unfastened, its cheek
should be placed on the groiind, a pillow made of earth
(dirt) shoiild be done up under its head and some
unbaked bricks or lumps of clay shotuld be placed behind
its back so that the dead body will nottiirn onto its back.

Before closing the grave, the person reciting the talgin
shotild hold the right shoiilder of the dead body with his
right hand and shotld place his left hand tightly on its left
shotlder and piut his mouth near the deceased onés ear,
and while shaking its shotilders shoiild say thrice (the text
in the dotuible parenthesis):

The following is read if the deceased is a Male:

Ul )

Here the name of the deceased and his father shouldbe

called. For example, if the name of the deceased was
Muhammad and his fathers name was ‘Alj, then it should
said three times:

P - N

((&JMLW\@M\))

And then he shotld say:
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Here the name of the deceased and his fathefs name
shotld be taken, followed by:
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Here the name of the deceased should be said, and
thereafter the following shoiild be recited:
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Then the following words shotiild be said:
(( ---% w\ )

Here the name of the deceased should be said, and
thereafter the following shoiild be recited:
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Then the following words shotld be uttered:
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The following is read if the deceased is a Woman

(oo ool (ol ))
Here the name of the deceased and her father shoildbe
called. For example, if the name of the deceased was

Fatimah, and her fathers name was‘Ali, then it should
said three times:

(oo bl b og] annl )
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And then he should say:
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Here the name of the deceased and her fathefs name
shotld be taken, followed by:
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Here the name of the deceased should be said, and
thereafter the following shotuld be recited:
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Then the following words shotiild be said:
« ---b ;,Més\ ))

Here the name of the deceased should be said, and
thereafter the following shoiild be recited:
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Then the following words shotild be uttered:
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Rile 40: It is recommended that the person who lowers
the dead body in the grave shoiild be tahi, bareheaded

(no covering on his head) and bare-footed and he shoild
climb out of the grave from the side of the feet of the
deceased. Moreover, people other than near relatives of
the deceased shoiild put dirt into the grave with the
backside of their hands and recite the following:

(ufo-\)u\o\ wu\)

“Verily we are (all) from Allah and to Hlm is our return”
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If the deceased is a woman, then she should be lowered
into the grave by a mahram and in the absence of a
mahram her kinsmen.

Rule 41: It is Mustahab that the grave be square or
rectangle in shape and its height is equal to four fingers'
span. A sign shoiild be fixed on it for the purpose of
identification, water should be potired on it and then
those present should place their hands on the grave
parting their fingers and inserting them into the groiind.
One should then recite Sarah al-Qadr seven times and
pray for forgiveness of the departed soiil by saying:
/}/}/5/555/ oo o . = °% N @}“E
sa>g, Sl daol 5 i 2 o)W Ol )
- A - Pd z e PR ¥
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Rule 42: It is Mustahab that when the people who
attended the fiineral have left, the giiardian of the
deceased or the person the giiardian grants permission to,
shoilld recite the prescribed stpplications for the
deceased.s

Salatil Wahshat

Rille 43: It is recommended that on the first night after
the burial of a deceased, two Rak'ats Salatil Wahshate
offered for it. The method of offering this prayers is as
follows:

In the first RaKat, after reciting Stirah al-Hamd, Ayatiil
Karsi should be recited once; and in tle second Rak'at,

after Surah al-Hamd, Siirah al-Qadr shotld be recitedio

times, after saying the Salam, the following suipplication
shoiild be recited:

N )

s 0
s

(8 A el el

3 These prescribed supplications can be found in the detailed
books of Figh.
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Here the name of the deceased and his or her father's
name should be mentioned.

Rille 44: Salatul Wahshat can be offered on the night of
the birial of the deceased at any time, but it is better to
offer it in the early hotrs of the night following 'Isha
prayers.

The riles concerning the bereaved family

Riile 45: It is Mustahab that after the birial, the bereaved
family is consoled, and that they shotld be prayed for in
regards to their well being. However, if the condolence is
given long after the death, and if it sewes to revive the
sorrowful memories, then it should be avoided.

It is Mustahab that food be sent to the members of the
family of the deceased forg days. It is, however, Makrith
to eat with them in their homes.

The discoiragement of eating with the memirs of

the family of the deceased for three days, and the
recommendation behind sending food to their hotise

1. Imam as-Sadiq (Peace be iipon him) said,“Eating food

with the members of the family of the deceased is one of
the actions of the people who lived diring the time of
Ignorance (the period before the Prophet of Islam (Peace
be tpon him and his family)). However, the way of Islam
is that food shoiild be sent to their house, jist as the
Prophet of Islam (Peace be tipon him and his family) did
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after the passing away of Jafar ibn Abi Talib (Peace be
upon him)4

2. In another hadith on the same topic, it has been
narrated that Imam as-Sadiq (Peace be iipon him) said,
“When Jafar ibn Abi Talib (Peace be tipon him) was
martyred in the way of Allah, the Prothet of Islam (Peace
be tpon him and his family) went to his wife, Asmabint
‘Amish, and after consoling her on the loss of her
husband, ordered that food be sent to the house of J&far.
Thereafter, this practice became the Siunnah of the
Maislims and untiltoday, this Stinnah has remained?’s

Crying for the deceased

1. Imam as-Sadiq (Peace be tpon him) said,“Verily the
Prophet Ibrahim al-Khalil (Peace be tpon him) asked
Allah (SWT) to give him a daughter so that after her

death, he woiild have someone to ciy over.”s
A believer is content with whatever Allah decides

1. A person once asked Imam as-Sadiq (Peace be tipon
him), “How do we know who a triie Believer is? The
Imam replied, “A triie Believer is one who submits
(without question) to Allah (SWT) and is content with
whatever Allah (SWT) gives him - whether it be

:Wasé’il ash-Shi’a, Volume 3, Page 237
. Ibid., Volume 3, Page 237

Ibid., Volume 3, Page 242
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something that brings him pleastire and happiness, or
something that brings him anger and rage’”

A believer is always surrounded by difficulties

1. Muhammad ibn Bahlil relates from Imam as-Sadiq
(Peace be upon him) that he said, “A Believer’s station
and position (with Allah (SWT)) is like that of a scale,
meaning that as his faith increases, his difficulties also
increase.”8

2. It has been narrated that Imam as-Sadiq (Peace be
dpon him) said, “Whenever a person is afflicted with
difficulties, it is recommended that he remember the
difficulties that the Prophet of Islam (Peace be tipon him
and his family) was faced with, since there is no one who
faced greater difficiilties than him?9

3. When thebrother of Ishas ibn Qais left the world, Amir
al-Mo'minin ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (Peace be tipon him) went
to see him and offer his condolences. After this, he said,
“If you show impatience and grief (concerning the
deceased), then you have filfilled the rigits of your
family; and if you show patience, then you have fulfilled
the right of Allah (SWT). Therefore, if you observe
patience over incidents that happen to yot, then yot are

;Ibid., Volume 3, Page 252

. Ibid., Volume 3, Page 263

Ibid., Volume 3, Page 267
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to be praised and commended; bt if you have grief and
anxiety and are not patient when things befall yot, then
yoil will be blamed and rebuked 1o

The reward will be taken away from one who is not
patient in the face of difficulties

1. Zurarah related that Imam as-Sadiq (Peace be tipon
him) said, “Someone who hits his knees when a
misfortine befalls him (becatse of not having patience),
loses the reward of that misfortune’

Explanation: This hadith has been related from the
Prophet of Islam and ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, and Miisa ibn
Ja‘far (Peace be tpon all of them) in which all of tlem
have mentioned that the reward of that which has come
to pass, is taken away for not having forbearance and
patience in front of the difficiilties and hitting the knees
(as a sign of grief).

The reward for saying “Indeed we are all from Allah
(SWT), and to Him is our retarn’

In a well known hadith from a companion of Imam
Miuhammad al-Baqir (Peace be tipon him), it is stated
that, “I heard the Imam (Peace be tipon him) say that
anytime a Believer is strick with problems and
diffictlties in this world, thattime one says:

10 Tbid., Volume 3, Page 270
11 Tbid., Volume 3, Page 270
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Then Allah (SWT) forgives him his past sins. Of coiirse
these are the minor sins, not those which are counted as
the major sins, since the major sins are those which Allah
(SWT) has promised the pinishment of the fire of Hell
for, which if performed contintiously, giiarantee one the
fire of Hell”

The Imam (Peace be tpon him) also said,“If at anytime
in one’s life, one recollects abotut a tragedy that befell
him, and then repeats:

Along with these words, if he thanks Allah (SWT), then
Allah (SWT) will forgive him those sins that occiirred
diring the time one said the above sentence, except for
the major sins.”

The reward for offering condolences

1. It has been narrated from the Prophet of Islam (Peace
be tipon him and his family) that he said,“Whoever offers
condolences to one who is grieving, then on the Day of
Judgement, he will clothed with a beautifil and respectful
robe.”2

12 Thawab al-‘Amal, Page 441
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2. It has been narrated in ahadith from Imam Jafar as-
Sadiq (Peace be tipon him), that the Prophet of Islam
(Peace be upon him and his family) said, “Whoever
consoles a person who has had a misfortiine befall him
will receive the same reward - withoiit any decrease - as
the one who isfacing the tragedy.”3

The help those who are in grief receive from Angels

1. Abu Basir narrated that Imam Muhammad al-Baqir
(Peace be upon him) said, “Verily, Allah (SWT) has
commanded the angels in the graveyard that when the
people leave the deceased one, then they (the angels)
should take a hand full of dirt and sprinkle it arotund
those who are leaving and say to them to forget that what
they have just seen. If this was not done (and the
tragedies and misfortiines were never forgotten), then not
a single person wotild be able to enjoy life4

The reward for soothing and comforting an orphan

1. In a hadith narrated from Ghiyath ibn Ibrahim from as-
Sadiq from his father from his forefathers (Peace be tipon
all of them) that Amir al-MJdminin (Peace be tipon him)

said, “Anytime a believing man or woman - places their
hand on the head of an orphan to comfort him, then Allah

13 Ibid., Page 441
14 Wasa'il ash-Shi‘a, Volume 3, Page 278
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(SWT) records agood deed in the amotnt of the number
of hairs that their hand covers.5

2. Abi Marium Ansari relates that the Prophetof Islam
(Peace be upon him and his family) said, “When an
orphan cries, the ‘Throne of Allah (SWT) shakes and at
that time Allah (SWT) says,"Who is it that has made this
servant of mine cry, of whom I have taken his father and
mother while he is still i his childhood? By My Power
and Glory, I will make Paradise incimbent on that person
who stops this child from crying:”6

The reward for having patience and forbearance

1. Abu Hamzah al-Thumali realtes from Abi Jédfar al-
Baqir (Peace be tipon him) thathe said, “Whoever shows
patience in the face of diffictilties and shows his inner
strength, Allah (SWT) will add honodur to his honotr, and
will make him enter into Paradise with Mihammad
(Peace be tpon him and his family) and his Ahl al-Bait
(Peace be tipon all of them).”7

2. Abu Basir relates from Imam Jdfar as-Sadiq (Peace be
tpon him) that his father, Abu Jdfar (Peace be tipon him)
tused to say, “I show patience and forbearance with
regards to the (bad) actions of my slave and some

15 Thawab al-‘Amal, Page 443
16 Tbid., Page 445
17 Tbid., Page 440
73




members of my family, and this is miich more bitter for
the motuth than colocynth. Verily, anyone who adopts
patience and forbearance will receive the reward of one
who fasts, stays awake diiring the night in prayer, and will
attain the rank of a martyr who fought alongside the
Prophet (Peace be tipon him and his family).8

The reward for being patient over the death of a child

1. Imam as-Sadiq (Peace be tipon him) said,“If the child
of a person passes away uinexpectedly (and a person bears
the tragedy with patience), then the eward is greater
than if after the death of that child, the man has seventy
children and they remain alive and meet with Imam al-
Zaman (Peace be tipon him)19

2. Imam as-Sadiq (Peace be iipon him) narrates that the
Prophet of Islam (Peace be tipon him and hisfamily) said,
“Anytime the child of a Believer passes away, Allah (SWT)
knows best what the father says (at this loss). Thus, Allah
(SWT) says to the Angels of Death,“Did yot take the sotl
of this man’s child?” The Angels reply, “Yes Allah.” Then
they are asked, “At that time when My servant was faced
this difficulty, what did he say?” The Angels reply ‘Other
than your praise and the reciting ofﬁ_J\ \ 9 4 alJ U
O j_v-\ _ he said nothing.” Then Allah (SWT) w1ll say,

18 Tbid., Page 440
19 Wasa'il ash-Shi’a, Volume 3, Page 246
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‘(Even thoiigh) I took the light of his eyes (his child), w;th
the  exception of praising me and the reciting of 9 4 alJ U
dj.v—b A-J\ U he said nothing else — thus, I will bulld a
hotise for h1m in Paradise, and will name that hotuise the
Hoiise Of Praise”2°

3. ‘Aliibn Asbat narrated that, it was the ciistom of Imam
as-Sadiq (Peace be iipon him) that anytime a difficulty
arose, he wotld say, “Praise be to Allah that this difficulty
that has come is not a diffictlty in the religion (meaning
not a test of his beliefs). Praise be to Allah (SWT) that it
was only this amoiint (and not more), since Allah (SWT)
is the All-Powerfil and cotld have made this trial greater
than it is. Praise be to Allah (SWT) that this trial was piit

99,

before us.”2t

Rule 45: It is (also) Mustahab that a person shotld
observe patience on the death of one of the near ones,
especially on the death of his son, and, whenever the
memory of the departed sotl crosses his mind, he shotld
say:

uj»\)us u} i

»

“Verily, we are (all) from Allah and to H1m is our return.

20 Tbid., Volume 3, Page 246
21 Tbid., Volume 3, Page 247
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One shotld (also) recite the Holy Qiir'an for the sake of
the departed ones. A person shoiild also visit the graves
of one’s parents, pray for the blessings of Allah for oneself
and shotuld make stire the grave is solid so that it may not
be rtiined easily.

Riille 46: As a matter of Ihtiyat, one miist refrain from
scratching one's face or body, or piulling otit one's hair as
a sign of grief. However, slapping onés head or face is
permitted.

Rile 47: It is not permissible to tear one's clothes on the
death of anyone, except on the death of one's father and
brother, althoiigh according to Ihtiyat Miustahab, one
miist not tear one's clothes on their death either.

Rille 48: If a wife moturning the death of her hiisband
scratches her face caiising blood to come oiit or pulls her
hair, then according to Ihtiyat Mistahab she shoiild set a
slave free, feed ten poor people, or provide them with
clothing. The same riile applies if a man tears his clothes
on the death of his wife ar son.

Rile 49: The Ihtiyat Mustahab is that while weeping over

the death of any person, one's voice shotld not be very
loud.
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Glossary of Terms

Haram: Forbidden, prohibited. It is necessary to abstain
from the acts that are Haram. If one who performsa
Haram act, stich as eating pork, drinking alcohol, he will
be punished.
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Baligh: The age at which a Miuslim becomes responsible,
meaning that certain acts stich as Salat, Saum, Hajj, etc..

become Wajib ipon him or her. Itcan be proven by
certain ways, the most common is the completion ofi5

lunar years for a boy and 9 lunar years for a girl.

Dafan: The actual burial of the dead body.

Hiinit: The application of Camphor on the deceaseds
forehead, palms, both the knees ard both the big toes of
the feet.

Thtiyat Miustahab: Recommended Precattion. Its
significance is the same as that of Mustahab. When a
Mijtahid tses this term, he means that there is no solid
proof for that particilar act being Mustahab, but his
standards of precatition demand that it be considered as
Mistahab.

Thtiyat Wajib: Obligatory Precaiition. Its significance is
the same as that of Wajib with the difference that in the
riilles where a Mijtahid says it is“Obligatory precatition”,

you have the option of leaving his taqlid (following) in
that partictilar problem, and following the rilings of the
second most knowledgeable Mijtahid in that problem(in

order words, performRiji).

Irtimasi: A form of Ghusl/Wiidhi in which the entire
body is sibmerged tinder water at one time.

Kafan: The three pieces of cloth (for the man) and the

four pieces of cloth (for the woman) tsed to cover a
deceased Muslim.
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Makrih: Reprehensible, disliked. @ The acts whose
performance is not punished, biit whose avoidance is
rewarded, e.g., eating in the state of Janabat.

Miubah: Permitted, allowed, lawful, legal. The act or
thing which is permitted and lawfil. There is no reward
for performing it and no punishment for neglecting it,
e.g., drinking tea. Miibah is mostly tised for lawfil things,
not for permitted actions.

Mistahab: Recommendable, desirable, better. The acts
which if a person does not perform, is not piinished for,
biit whose performance is rewarded, e.g., the call to
prayer, (Adhan).

Tartib: Literally ‘in stccession’. = Commonly tsed in
conjunction with Wiidht and Ghisl, meaning that the
actions miust be performed one after the otherin a set
order.

Wajib: Obligatory, necessary, incimbent. An act which
mist be performed, and if performed, one will be
rewarded and pinished for neglecting it, e.g., the daily
prayers, the fasting of the Month of Ramalan.
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