Chapter 3 On the Nobility of Zil-Hajjih

In this chapter, the especial virtues of the month of Zil-Hajjih and the Divine
Fixed Times which are prepared for those who seek the Right Path are reported.
It consists of several sections.

Section 1 On Trying to See the Crescent Moon

It is best to try to see the crescent moon for this month and to recite
prayers and supplications that | have presented here since this month has
especial virtues that include those of the first ten days that should not be
neglected, those of the Al-Azha Festival, those of the Invocation Day,
and those of other times of this month that will be decribed in detail.
Thus, trying to see the crescent moon for this month and seeing it are
important for the knowledgeable people. However, | have not found any
especial supplications for it. For this reason, | have said my own
supplications for this month with the guidance of the Honorable the
Exalted God as follows.

“O’ my God! This is the crescent moon of the month which You have exalted.
You honored it, declared it, raised it, praised its first ten days, and established
ceremonies during it with prosperity for the worshippers. You unveiled the
Trusteeship to the nation and removed the sorrows during what happened in Al-
Ghadir in the eighth year. The Almighty God made His Secret public and
perfected the religion. You said, “This day have I perfected your religion for
you, completed My favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your
religion.”* You also made this month especial with the Invocation Day on
which You clearly showed the true faith to the atheists and bestowed a noble
rank on those who prepared for it. You also placed other goods and secrets in it
that shall be explained with clear narrations and sound reasons. You also
established it as a month in preparation for the next month being the month of
trial. You started with Kindness and Favors after we encounter the contentment
with manifold calamities that occurred in fighting the enemies. O’ my God!

You honored us with the knowledge of these blessings and invited us to the

! The Holy Qur’an Al-Maida 5:3.
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party in which these tables are spread. Please purify us such that we may
deserve to be in the company of the pure ones and receive the favor of Your
Glad Tidings. Please bestow on us what even the eloquent speakers are unable
to express. The benefits of Your Mercy and Tablespread are free of impurities,
protected from danger of sins, and is in line with bestowing before asking.
Please start with those who first open the gates of prosperity and salvation, and
let the people we care for be partners with us in this. Please unite our hearts in
what is good with Your Mercy! O’ the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.”
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Section 2 On How to Start the Month of Zil-Hajjih

We mentioned and will mention some points about the greatness of this month
and its deeds that indicate the necessity of exalting its arrival. We mentioned
some important issues that are like savings for this month when discussing the
deeds of the months of Rajab, Sha’wwal and Zil-Qa'dih. We additionally
mention the following points here:

You enter this month and sit at the table with a decent group and benefit from
the court of God who is informed of your secrets. Then, cleanse yourself from
physical and spiritual filth. Examine your body parts for filth before entering the
mosques and places of worship and remove any impurities from your heart that
you may become aware of since they form a veil between you and your Lord.
And after you have washed your body parts from filth and cleansed your soul,
you may engage in good deeds so that you may go to their presence and step
with tranquility and purity of heart and stand with humbleness and request your
safeness and well-being. Try to serve them in fulfilling their requests because in
this way you will gain prosperity, help and other things that you may never gain
on your own. At this time, remember me when you attain that great rank, so that
they may ask about my state.
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Section 3 On the Nobility of the First Ten Days of Zil-Hajjih
Briefly

Beware that at times when the Almighty God has specified for man to
remember God more than other times, a worshipper should exalt God more than
at other times. And he should nobly remember God with his intellect and heart
and pay attention to the fact that he is present before God who is the Knower of
the unseen. One should spend these times to do good deeds and purify all his
words and deeds since the Almighty God has chosen these times for
remembering Him; He has appointed them as the treasure of His Secrets; He
has considered these times to be worthy of exaltation; and He has established
them as a chance for doing good and bestowing charity and an opportunity for
thanking God. The first ten days of the month of Zil-Hajjih are one of these
times since the Almighty God says: “Celebrate the praises of Allah during the
Appointed Days. "

And my grandfather Abu Ja’far al-Tusi has quoted the following on the
authority of As-Sadig (MGB) in his book Al-Misbah Al-Kabir and elsewhere,
"The Appointed Day in the above verse refers to the first ten days of Zil-
Hajjih." Thus, it is best for you to try to become informed of the Almighty God
using your intellect, heart and soul in the month of Zil-Hajjih that God has
granted you and has established it as a courier or means to deliver its hidden
virtues to you. You should try to be like those who receive the blessings of the
Almighty God with exaltation and praising, and treat these couriers with
generosity and thanking for the great virtue to which they have been guided to.
You should employ each of your body parts in performing especial acts of
worship so that you remember God in all your acts and sayings during these ten
days.

Suppose the king of your time or one who has granted something to you and has

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Bagara 2:203.
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done good to you, has set a special time for you to be in his presence and praise
him. Will you not try to prepare a speech using superior words and beautiful
meanings to thank him and describe his favors to you? Will you not completely
concentrate on being sincere in your behaviour in his presence such that you
cannot neglect him when the king sees you and you are with him? Obviously
the Almighty God deserves the most to be treated this way and to be polite in
front of Him. He is more preferable than the king to get near to and ask of.
Then, why do you swerve to the right and the left and go astray by ignoring
God? Do not be negligent since your life is in His Hands - you shall die and you
are from the progeny of those who have died and everyone is the product of
God's Blessing and the remnants of His Mercy.
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Section 4 Detailed Accont of the Nobility of the First Ten Days of
Zil-Hajjih

The following is found in in an old volume of the book Amal Zil-Hajjih by Abu
Ali Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Ishmaeel ibn Muhammad ibn Ashnas al-Bazzaz
in his own handwriting dated 437 A.H. He is one of the Shiah scholars and
writers (may God have mercy upon them all). He has reported the following
through a chain of documents on the authority of God’s Prophet (MGB), “No
day in which good deeds are done is more loved by the Honorable the Exalted
God than the ten days — meaning the first ten days of Zil-Hajjih." He (MGB)
was asked, “O’God’s Prophet (MGB)! Even waging a holy war in God’s way?"
He (MGB) said: “Even waging a holy war in God’s way unless you leave your
house and spend your life and wealth in His Way and never return."

In another narration Ibn Ashnas al-Bazzaz (May God have mercy upon him)
has narrated the following through a chain of documents on the authority of the
Noble Prophet (MGB), “Doing good deeds on no day is better and more
rewarded than on the ten days of the Al-Azha Festival.” He (MGB) was asked,
“Even waging a holy war in God’s way?” He (MGB) replied, “Even waging a
holy war in God’s way unless you leave your house and spend your life and
wealth in His Way and never return."”

It has also been narrated that Saeed ibn Jubair' seriously worshipped God
during the first ten days of Zil-Hajjih. He did so in such a way that very few
people are able to do."
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! Saeed ibn Jaobair is known to be the first commentator of the Holy Qur’an.
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Section 5 On the Nobility of Praying on Each of the First Ten
Nights of Zil-Hajjih

Ibn Ashnas narrated the following in his book. Abu Abdullah al-Hussein ibn
Ahmad al-Mugayrat al-Sulaj narrated that he heard Tahir ibn al-Abbas quote
Muhammad ibn al-Fazl al-Kufi, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Ja’fari,
on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB),
“My father Muhammad ibn Ali Imam al-Baqir (MGB) told me, ‘O’ my son!
Do not abandon saying two units of prayers in between the evening and the
night prayers on the first ten nights of Zil-Hajjih. Recite the Opening Chapter
and say this only once “Say: He is Allah, the One and Only “*. Then recite the
following verse “We appointed for Moses thirty nights, and completed (the
period) with ten (more): thus was completed the term (of communion) with his
Lord, forty nights. And Moses had charged his brother Aaron (before he went
up): “Act for me amongst my people: Do right, and follow not the way of those
who do mischief. > Whoever does so shall share the reward of the Hajj pilgrims
even though he has not performed the Haijj pilgrimage himself."
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! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
2 The Holy Qur’an The Heights Al-A'raf 7:142.
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Section 6 On the Nobility of the First Day of Zil-Hajjih

It has been written in many narrations on the authority of the Divine Leaders
(MGB) that the first day of Zil-Hajjih is the birthday of Abraham - the Friend of
God (MGB). Abu Ja’far al-Tusi - may God have mercy upon him - has also
chosen this viewpoint in the book Misbah even though Abraham’s (MGB)
birthday has been reported to be on a different date based on another narration.

The following has been reported by Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Babuyih in his
book Man La Yahzaruh Al-Fagih and my grandfather Abu Ja’far al-Tusi
through several documents on the authority of our Master Musa ibn Ja’far
(MGB) said, “God will record the reward of eighty months of fasting for
anyone who fasts on the first day of Zil-Hajjih."

My grandfather Abu Ja’far al-Tusi has added the following, "This is the day on
which Abrahim the Friend of the Most Merciful was born and God chose him
(MGB) as his Intimate Friend."

Abu Ja’far al-Tusi - may God have Mercy upon him - added, "On the first day
of Zil-Hajjih God revealed the Chapter Repentance to the Prophet (MGB) and
the Prophet (MGB) sent it to Mecca by means of Abu Bakr. Then it was
revealed to the Prophet (MGB) that no one except the Prophet (MGB) or a man
belonging to his household is allowed to deliver the Chapter Repentance. Thus,
the Prophet (MGB) dispatched Ali (MGB) to Mecca and he (MGB) reached
Abu Bakr on the third day of Zil-Hajjih in the Al-Rawha station (near Mecca)
and he (MGB) took the Chapter Repentance from Abu Bakr. Finally Ali (MGB)
preached it to the people on the Arafa day or the offering day (the ninth or the
tenth day of Zil-Hajjih) on behalf of God’s Prophet (MGB) during the Hajj
pilgrimage.
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Since the Chapter Repentance was mentioned, it is proper to report some of the
narrations to shed more light on this topic.

1. Hassan ibn Ashnas - may God have Mercy upon him - reported the following
on the authority of Ibn Abi Al-Salj al-Katib, on the authority of Ja’far ibn
Muhammad al-Alavi on the authority of Ali ibn Abdul al-Sufi, on the authority
of Tarif Muwla Muhammad ibn Ismaeel ibn Musa and Ubaydullah ibn Yasar,
on the authority of Amru ibn Abi al-Migdam, on the authority of Abi Ishaq al-
Sabiee on the authority of Al-Harith al-Hamedani, on the authority of Jabir, on
the authority of Abi Ja’far (MGB), on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al-
Hanifih, on the authority of Ali (MGB): "When the Prophet of God (MGB)
conquered Mecca, he preferred to forgive them and invite them to the
Honorable the Exalted God as he had done earlier. Muhammad
(MGB) wrote them a letter and admonished them against outrage and
warned them of the Punishment of his Lord! And he (MGB) gave
them the glad tidings of the forgiveness of their Lord. And he (MGB)
wrote down the first verses of the Chapter Repentance to be read to them. Then
he (MGB) asked his (MGB) companions to go towards them but he (MGB)
noticed that all of the companions were not interested in doing this. For this
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reason, he called for someone to send towards the Meccans. Then Gabriel
(MGB) descended to him (MGB) and said, “O> Muhammad! This can
not be read except by a man from your household."

The narration continues with what Ali (MGB) says: “God’s Prophet
(MGB) informed me of this story. And he (MGB) sent me to fetch his
(MGB) letter and message for the inhabitants of Mecca. | went towards
Mecca even though | knew that any of the inhabitants of Mecca would
tear me into pieces if they could and put each piece of my body on a
mountain top even if they had to sacrifice their own life, their
possessions and the lives of their loved ones. | took the message of the
Noble Prophet (MGB) for them and | read his letter for them. All of
them including men and women treated me badly,threatened me and
showed their animosity to me. However, this did not cause me to act
sluggishly in doing what God’s Prophet (MGB) had dispatched me to
do."

Tabari has written the following about the events of the sixth year after the
migration of the Prophet (MGB) in Tarikh-i-Tabari: “When the Prophet (MGB)
wanted to go to Mecca and the inhabitants of Mecca did not let him (MGB)
enter Mecca, he (MGB) ordered Umar ibn al-Khat'tab to go to Mecca.
However, he made an excuse and refused to go.

Tabari has reported this as follows, "Then the Prophet (MGB) called Umar ibn
Khat'tab to go to Mecca and to preach the Chapter Repentance to the rich of the
Quraysh. However, he said, “O’ the Prophet of God! | am afraid that
the Quraysh may take my life!"

Now compare the case of our Master Ali (MGB) with those who
surpassed him (MGB) in the issue of the Caliphate for the nation. See
how he (MGB) endangered his life to do whatever God’s Prophet
(MGB) commanded, but others preferred their lives over the
commands of God’s Prophet (MGB).
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In a more detailed account Hassan ibn Ashnas (May God have mercy upon him)
has written the following in his book in a narration quoted on the authority of
Ahmad ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Zakariya, on
the authority of Malik ibn Ibrahim al-Nakha'ee, on the authority of Hussein ibn
Zayd, on the authority of Ja'far ibn Muhammad As-Sadiq (MGB), on the
authority of his father: “When God’s Prophet (MGB) dispatched Abu Bakr to
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preach the first verses of the Chapter Repentance to the inhabitants of Mecca,

Gabriel (MGB) came to Muhammad and said, ‘O’ Muhammad! God
ordered you not to appoint him, but to appoint Ali ibn Abi Talib
(MGB) because no one but a member of your family should deliver
this message.” ” For this reason, the Prophet (MGB) ordered Ali ibn
Abi Talib (MGB) to go. He (MGB) set out after Abu Bakr and when
he (MGB) reached him, he (MGB) took the message from him and
told him: “Return to the Noble Prophet (MGB)”. Abu Bakr said: “Has
a new problem happened?” Ali (MGB) said: “Soon God’s Prophet
(MGB) will inform you." Abu Bakr returned to the Prophet (MGB)
and said: “O’ God’s Prophet! Couldn’t I have delivered this message
in your opinion?” Muhammad (MGB) said: “God wants no one but
Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) to preach it”. Abu Bakr discussed a lot about
this. And finally the Noble Prophet (MGB) said: “How can you who
was with me in the cave preach this message?!"! Ali (MGB) travelled
until he (MGB) entered Mecca. Then he (MGB) went to Arafat. And
then he (MGB) went to Muzdalefe and then he (MGB) returned to
Mina. He (MGB) performed the rituals in Mina and the offering and
the shaving of the head. Then he (MGB) went upon the holy and
famous mountain called Sha’b. He (MGB) announced the following
three times: “O’ the people! Do you hear? I am the messenger of
God’s Prophet (MGB) to you. Then he (MGB) recited the first nine
verses of the Chapter Repentance for them. Then he (MGB) pointed
with his sword and preached to them repeatedly.
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“A (declaration) of immunity from Allah and His Messenger, to those of the
Pagans with whom ye have contracted mutual alliances:- Go ye, then, for four
months, backwards and forwards, (as ye will), throughout the land, but know ye
that ye cannot frustrate Allah (by your falsehood) but that Allah will cover with
shame those who reject Him. And an announcement from Allah and His
Messenger, to the people (assembled) on the day of the Great Pilgrimage,- that
Allah and His Messenger dissolve (treaty) obligations with the Pagans. If then,
ye repent, it were best for you; but if ye turn away, know ye that ye cannot
frustrate Allah. And proclaim a grievous penalty to those who reject Faith. (But
the treaties are) not dissolved with those Pagans with whom ye have entered
into the Alliance and who have not subsequently failed you in aught, nor aided
any one against you. So fulfill your engagements with them to the end of their
term: for Allah loves the righteous. But when the sacred months are past, then
fight and slay the Pagans wherever ye find them, and seize them, beleaguer
them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war); but if they repent,
and establish regular prayers and issect regular charity, then open the way
for them: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. "

He (MGB) recited the first nine verses and showed the people his
sword and repeated this. The people said: “Who is this caller?”” Some
answered: “Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB)”. And some who recognized him
(MGB) said: “He (MGB) is the cousin of Muhammad (MGB). No one
except those belonging to the family of Muhammad (MGB) dares to
do this." Anyway, Ali (MGB) stayed in Mecca for the three days of
Tashrig®. And during these three days, he (MGB) read these verses
aloud at mornings and at nights.

-
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! The Holy Qur’an: Bara'at 9:1-5.
2 The three days after Eid ul-Azha
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The unbelievers answered: “Announce to your cousin that our answer
is only the sword and arrow.” Then Ali (MGB) started to go back to
the Prophet (MGB). During this time, there were no revelations to
God’s Prophet (MGB) about Ali (MGB) and what had happened to
him (MGB). For this reason, the Prophet (MGB) became so sad that it
could be seen in his face. He even did not approach women due to his
grief and sorrow.

And the people told each other: “Maybe they have given him the news
of his (MGB) death or he (MGB) has become ill”. For this reason,
they told Abuzar (May God have mercy upon him): “We are aware of
your rank near God’s Prophet (MGB) and you know how he (MGB)
is. For this reason, we want you to tell us why he is this way. Abuzar
(MGB) asked about this issue from the Prophet (MGB). The Prophet
(MGB) answered: “They have not given me the news of my death,
though I am going to die anyway while | have seen any good from my
nation. I am not sick. However, | am really worried about Ali ibn Abi
Talib (MGB) and no revelation has descended upon me in relation to
him. The Honorable the Exalted God has granted me nine things.
Three things relate to my world; two things relate to my Hereafter; |
am safe from two things; and | am worried about the two other
things."”

The practice of God’s Prophet (MGB) was that when he (MGB) said
the morning prayers, he (MGB) sat down facing the Qibla (the prayer
direction) until sunrise and he (MGB) spent his time in God's
remembrance. According to the command of the Prophet (MGB), Ali
ibn Abi Talib (MGB) stood behind the Prophet (MGB) facing the
people and the people sought his permission to leave to do their
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business.
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When Ali (MGB) went out on this trip, God’s Prophet (MGB) did not
appoint anyone instead of Ali (MGB) in the mosque. Rather, after
saying the prayers and the salutations God’s Prophet (MGB) himself
faced the people and gave them the permission to go until Abuzar

(MGB) stood up and said: “O’ God’s Prophet (MGB)! 1 have
something to do.” He (MGB) said: “Go and do your task.”

Abuzar(MGB) left Medina to welcome Ali (MGB) and after going a
portion of the way he suddenly saw that a camel rider was coming.
When he came closer it became evident that the camel rider was Ali
(MGB). After Abuzar (MGB) welcomed him (MGB), he hugged and
kissed him (MGB). Abuzar (MGB)said, "May my parents be
your ransom! Please come slowly so that | may give the glad
tidings of your coming to God’s Prophet (MGB) since he (MGB) is
severely sad and worried about you." Ali (MGB) agreed. Then Abuzar
(MGB) quickly returned to the Prophet (MGB) and said, “Glad
tidings!” The Prophet (MGB) said: “O’ Abuzar! Glad tidings for
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what?” He said: “Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) has arrived.” The Prophet
(MGB) said: “May Heaven be yours in return for this news.” Then the
Prophet (MGB) and a group of the people set out towards Ali (MGB)
riding their camels. When God’s Prophet (MGB) saw Ali (MGB), he
(MGB) made his camel sit and got off the camel. When he (MGB)
met Ali (MGB) he hugged him. The Prophet (MGB) put his cheek on
Ali's (MGB) shoulder. The Prophet (MGB) cried with joy upon his
(MGB) arrival and Ali (MGB) cried with him (MGB). The Prophet
(MGB) told him, "May my parents be your ransom! What
did you do? During this time, nothing was revealed to me about

you." Ali (MGB) explained what had happened to the Prophet (MGB).
Here God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The Honorable the Exalted God was more
aware of you than me since God commanded me to send you to preach the
message”.
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Ibn Ashnas al-Bazzaz has reported the following from the Sunni narrators.

“When Master Ali (MGB) preached the Chapter Repentance to the unbelievers,
Kharash ibn Abdullah - the brother of Amru ibn Abdullah who was killed by
Ali (MGB) in the Battle of Khandaq in a man to man fight - told Ali (MGB),
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“0’ Ali! We do not want four months." And we hate you and your cousin. If
you want, our only answer is the strike of the swords and arrows.” His other
brother Shubat ibn Abdullah said, “Only the swords and arrows rule between
we and your cousin. We will treat you the same way if we wish." Ali (MGB)
answered: "OK. Come forward if you wish!"

It has been written in another narration of the mentioned book Ali (MGB)
announced these four issues with a loud voice amongst the unbelievers.

1- After Mecca is announced as a safe place, no unbeliever is allowed to enter it
anymore.

2- No one is allowed to circumambulate around the House of God in the nude
anymore.

3- No one except the Muslims will enter Paradise.

4- Anyone who has made a covenant with God’s Prophet (MGB) has time only
according to the timeline in his covenant.

We read the following in another narration: In the Era of Ignorance,
the Arabs circumambulated around the House of God in the nude.
Their justification for this was that they did not want to
circumambulate around the House of God with unlawful clothes or in
clothes in which they had committed sins. They claimed that they
circumambulated around the House of God just as they were born
from their mothers!

Some of the scholars who have reported the narration regarding the
Chapter Repentance have said the following:

“The meaning of this saying of the Prophet (MGB) to Abu Bakr for
not sending him towards the unbelievers, "You were with me in the
cave! How can you deliver this message?!" is that Abu Bakr acted
impatiently in the cave until the Prophet (MGB) consoled him and
said, "... Have no fear, for Allah is with us..."?> He was worried even
though there was no hardship of having to deal with the unbelievers

1nGo ye, then, for four months, backwards and forwards, (as ye will), throughout the land, but
know ye that ye cannot frustrate Allah (by your falsehood) but that Allah will cover with shame
those who reject Him." The Holy Qur’an: Repentance: 9:2.

2 TheHoly Qur’an: Repentance 9:40.
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there. Thus, the Prophet (MGB) argued that since Abu Bakr was with
the Prophet (MGB) but did not obey him. Then, how could he preach
the Chapter Repentance to the athiests when he is there alone with
them and the Prophet (MGB) is not with him.

The reason that the Prophet (MGB) was afraid for Ali’s (MGB) life
being harmed by the unbelievers, but he (MGB) did not fear for Abu
Bakr's life was that in the event of the Prophet’s (MGB) emmigration
from Mecca to Medina, nothing except escaping from the unbelievers
had happened for Abu Bakr. He had not killed or injured any of the
unbelievers. However, it was Ali (MGB) who slept in the Prophet’s
(MGB) bed so that the Prophet (MGB) remained unharmed. It was

also Ali (MGB) who had killed some of the unbelievers in each battle.
Thus, the fear of God’s Prophet (MGB) of Ali (MGB) being killed is confirmed
by the Intellect.

In a portion of the first narration reported above, it was written that after
conquering Mecca, the Prophet (MGB) sent our Master Ali (MGB) to have Abu
Bakr return to Mecca and preach the Chapter Repentance himself. Thus, we
should examine the reason why after conquering Mecca God’s Prophet (MGB)
sent Ali (MGB) to Mecca to preach the Chapter Repentance. It has been written
in history books as well as other books that the Prophet (MGB) conguered
Mecca in the eighth year after emmigration and he (MGB) appointed Atab ibn
Usayd ibn Ays ibn Umayyih ibn Abd Shams as his (MGB) agent in Mecca.
However, the people of the Havazan tribe gathered together and became ready
to fight with him. For this reason, the Prophet (MGB) set out from Mecca
towards Havazan and took their possesions as spoils of war. Then he (MGB)
went to Taif. And from there, he (MGB) went to Ja’ranih where he (MGB)
divided the spoils of war. Then he (MGB) entered Mecca to perform the Umra
pilgrimage procedures at night. After circumambulating around the House of
God, and performing the walking ritual' to and from Safa and Marva and
completing the recommended Hajj pilgriamge rituals, he (MGB) returned to
Ja’ranih. Then he (MGB) went to Medina and in that year, he (MGB) did

not perform the obligatory Hajj pilgrimage.

Upon the arrival of the eighth year after emmigtation, the people
carried out the Hajj pilgrimage under the supervision of Atab ibn

lsay



Chapter 3 On the Nobility of Zil-Hajjih 57

Usayd who was the governer of Mecca at that time. The Prophet
(MGB) did not perform the Hajj pilgrimage in that year. Other atheists
of Mecca and other atheists who had been granted immunity by the
Prophet (MGB) and other unbelievers who had joined them performed
the Hajj pilgrimage under the leadership of Abu Sayyarih al-Advany
who rode a blind donkey with reins made of twisted palm-leaf fiber.

Upon the arrival of the ninth year after the emmigration and the season for Hajj
pilgrimage when the Almighty God ordered his Prophet (MGB) to fight with
the unbelievers and reveal the majesty and honor of Islam and the Muslims.
That is when the Prophet (MGB) dispatched Ali (MGB) to have Abu Bakr
return as we reported before.

This happened when the Muslim inhabitants of Mecca envied Ali (MGB) or
they wanted revenge and blood-money for their family members whom Ali
(MGB) had killed, and the polytheists in the Hajj season were his (MGB)
enemies. Considering these conditions, Ali (MGB) moved alone and confronted
all of them. Thus, the Almighty God and His Prophet (MGB) honored Islam
with the hands of our Master Ali (MGB), and debased the unbelievers and the
rebellious ones! In the tenth year after emmigration
when the season for the Hajj pilgrimage came,
the Prophet (MGB) went on the farewell Hajj
pilgrimage and expressed what the Almighty God
had ordered him to announce. Then he (MGB)
advised the people about Islamic principles and
taught them about the Hajj pilgrimage
procedures. Then the Prophet (MGB) advised the
peoplel, and set out for Medina. And finally in
the same year, the Almighty God called him
(MGB) towards the House of Peace”.

Before Abu Bakr headed to Mecca to preach the Chapter Repentance God the
Sublime was aware that he does not deserve to do so ,and that Gabriel will
descend upon the Noble Prophet (MGB) to issue the command for discharging

Abu Bakr from this affair and returning. Thus, it becomes clear for the

! He (MGB) clarified the issue of Caliphate and the Trusteeship of Master Ali (MGB)when
returning from Hajj in Qadir Khom.

2 The Hereafter
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wise people that in this way God wanted us to realize that someone
who does not deserve to carry out a small affair related to leadership,
will not deserve to be in charge of the total affair which means leading
the nation. It is also noteworthy that when the choice made by the
Prophet (MGB) who is in charge of all the affairs is not useful for
preaching a few verses, how could the choice of a few people (the
Sagifeh inhabitants) be useful for being in charge of the leadership of
the whole nation?!

How could one whom God considers not to deserve to be in charge of
preaching a few verses deserve to be in charge of all the different
affairs?! How could a group of Muslims choose one for leadership of
the nation according to their own supposition whom God has certainly
discharged?! How could one who does not deserve to preach a
message from the Sublime God and His Prophet (MGB) to one city
deserve to rule over all Islamic territories?

Thus, this narration that has a credible document clarifies for the
scholars that only Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) can be the Trustee of
God’s Prophet (MGB) and no one else can be the Prophet's successor.
Based upon this, this narration clearly indicates that God appointed
Ali (MGB) to the leadership rank. And also it says that God’s religion
was honored by means of the leadership of Ali (MGB). And Islam’s
religious law became clear by means of this. Also concealment of
faith and the shame from stating the religious decrees and the Islamic
laws which had stayed hidden until then, were all put aside.
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Deeds for the First Day of Zil-Hajjih:

The following is narrated through a chain of documents on the authority of my
grandfather Abu Ja’far al-Tusi. It is recommended to say the Fatimah (MGB)
prayers on that night. It has been narrated that they consist of four units of
prayers just like the prayer of the Commander of the Faithful Ali (MGB). In



Chapter 3 On the Nobility of Zil-Hajjih 61

each unit say the Opening Chapter once, and “Say: He is Allah, the One and
Only “*five times. Then proceed with the Fatimah Zahra glorifications® plus the
following supplications, “Glory be to the Possessor of lofty and exalted
Majesty. Glory be to the Lord of Grandeur and Grand Exaltation. Glory be to
the Lord of Sovereignity and Eternal Magnificence. Glory be to Him who sees
traces of an ant crawling on a hard rock. Glory be to Him who sees the
descension of a bird in the air. Glory be to Him who is so and no one other than
Him is as such.”
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This prayer and the relevant supplications were presented before when
discussing the deeds for Fridays. However, they were repeated here for
completeness.

On of the deeds for the first day of Zil-Hajjih until the afternoon of the
Arafa day is the following narrated through a chain of documents to Abi
Muhammad Harun ibn Musa al-Talakbari — may God be pleased with him
— on the authority of Abil Mufazzal Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Shaybany
— may God have mercy on him, on the authority of Abu Ali Muhammad
ibn Humam al-Iskafi, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Mabandad, on the
authority of Ahmad ibn Hilal, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Ibn Miskan, on the authority of Bakr ibn
Ubaydullah — partner of Abi Hamzaal-Thumaly, on the authority of Abu
Abdullah Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB). Abu Abdullah (MGB) said the
following supplications for the first day of Zil-Hajjih until the afternoon of
the Arafa day after the morning prayer and before the evening prayer. “O’
God! These are the days You have honored and made nobler than other
days, and have favored me with Your Mercy to experience them. So please
send down Your Blessings for us, and increase Your Bounties bestowed on

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
2 A sequence of 33,33,34 expressions in glorification of God.



