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It has been narrated in Dastoor al-Muzakareen on the authority of the Prophet
(MGB), “I would fulfill the supplications of whoever fasts the third day of
Muharram.”
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Section 6 On the Nobility of Fasting on the Ninth Day of
Muharram

| read the following in Dastoor al-Muzakareen through a chain of documents
on the authority of Ibn Abbas who said, "When you see the crescent for the
month of Muharram count the days. And when you make it to the
morning of the ninth day, fast.” He was asked, "Is this the way
Muhammad (MGB) fasted?" He replied, "Yes."
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Section 7 Deeds for the Night of Ashura and the Nobility of
Staying up on That Night

Know that this is the night that our Master al-Hussein - God bless him
and his companions — stayed up to worship God by prayers and supplications
while they were surrounded by those fake Muslims who wanted to shed their
blood, violate their sanctity, and arrest their veiled women. Thus, it is best for
anyone who experiences this night to be sympathetic to those mentioned in the
verses Al-Mubahili and Al-Tahrir regarding their high rank and be angry with
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their enemies along with the Almighty God and His Prophet (MGB), agree with
God and His Prophet regarding all affairs, and seek proximity to the Almighty
God with a sincere love towards His friends, and animosity with His enemies.

Note the following regarding the noblest form of staying up to worship that |
saw in Dastoor al-Muzakareen through a chain of documents narrated on the
authority of the Prophet (MGB), “Whoever stays up on the night of Ashura to
worship, it would be as if he has worshipped God as much as all the angels have
and his reward would be that of the reward of seventy years.

Next we shall report the deeds include prayers and crying to God’s Threshold.
The following narration is narrated on the authority of the Prophet (MGB).

We found the following on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr al-Madini
al-Hafiz in Dastoor al-Muzakareen, on the authority of VVahab ibn Manbah, on
the authority of Ibn Abbas who narrated that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “If
one says four units of prayers at the end of the night on the night of Ashura and
in each unit he recites the Opening Chapter ul-Kursi ten times, recites “Say: He
is Allah, the One and Only “ten times, recites “Say: I take refuge with the Lord
of the Dawn’? ten times, recites “Say: I take refuge with the Lord and
Cherisher of Mankind™® ten times, recites and after saying the salutations*
recites “Say: He is Allah, the One and Only’® one-hundred times God the
Sublime would build him a million towns made of light for him in Paradise with
a million palaces in each town with a million houses in each palace with a
million beds in each house, and a million cushions in each bed with a green
eyed Houri wife on each cushion, with a million tablecloths spread in each
house. And a million bowls on each tablecloth, and a million foods in each bowl
with a million servants ready to serve on each tablecloth with a million
kandkerchiefs on their shoulders ready to serve you."

Vahab ibn Manbah said, "May | get deaf if | have not heard this from lbn
Abbas.”

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Falaq 113:1.
% The Holy Qur’an: Al-Nas 114:1.

* Asalamu Alyak Ayahul Nabi va Rahmatullahe va Barakatuh. Asalamu Alayna va ala Ebadillah
Asalehin, Asalamu Alaykum va Rahmatullah va Barakatuh.

® The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.



Chapter 1 Deeds for the Month of Muharram 45
LejL;;-‘ J.Ja.;‘g "‘J}"wa J.o.& J c;.b Lo.;é (V)J«aﬁ

Ll 43y (S sedly Slshally Lbesls acde all Slghas sl Y50 all 2L 0 o (el
2l g 5 (Dle ol agin 15860 5 «Oladanadl ustdl ogie Tt @Y1 8505 (g
1S Lad ¢ ohal] Ty Alabadl & Jal Llad Ll g 055 0l il oin 23,51 el it (Dl gael|
1l 5ally cacde dll o algmnys Bl for Al o ladll o ey ¢ oSl plid) U5 5 e

51t 3lslan s oo LIs 8150 o oMEYL D o a1 ) iy s cade Jlodl O o Lo Legd

JB :JB ATy ade alll Lo ol oo oslialy o SAadl 55 OS5 Lyl b slgsl] Juab Lol
s A e w3be dll e LlSG o ple A Lol e Ty ade Al o alll g,
RTWAENPIPS LS VS B WS |

gl sl BMOAJL«;‘Y\MM};"

oo Bl el S o dems 8 by T ade alll o 1 e Bl 01 2l e
Al ool Jgmny JB 2B o cpl e ctio (2 oy 9 Joatedl o3l (Sl ) saes LS
iy ot :\,,;u;a,.sjt}s&;i,si W AT e DlsS, ij sysile W o e iddTy ade
09 5 e e - (G o 358l 8) 5 oo e - (bl alll pa 8) 5 oDl po s - S
Blo Al 3 o) Jus all 50 ke (Ul alll g J8) 13 W 136 oo e - () o 352
Al J8 b a8 IS S el Ll i s IS 3 O o e T ]
il g JS B el ool e sy G S B i3 T Al e IS e
sl JS' e sl o5 ) ATl o Braas ST dinas T il ssle IS 3 ile
tase oy JB ¢ ki Rhnoy oy S Ble e oy T i By ccinsy il

Also this narration has been reported in the book Dastoor al-Muzakareen
through a chain of documents on the authority of Abi Imamat that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “Whoever says one-hundred units of prayers on the day of
Ashura and in each unit he recites the Opening Chapter once, and “Say: He is
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Allah, the One and Only”" three times, and says the salutations’ in between each
two units and says the following seventy times once he is finished praying,
"And Glory be to God and Praise be to Him. There is no God but God. And
God is the Great. There is no change nor any strength except by God — the
Sublime, the Supreme."

God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “God would fill the grave of any man or woman
who says this prayer with musk and amber when he/she dies, and his/her grave
would be lit every day until the Trumpet is blown. And a tablecloth would be
spread for him/her from which the people eat from the start of creation until the
Trumpet is blown. All men and women would lose their hair once placed in the
grave except for those who say this prayer. Everyone would be taken out of the
grave with white hair except for those who say the following prayer. | swear by
Him who rightfully appointed me that whoever says the following prayer would
be looked upon by the Honorable the Exalted God as a Bride at Marriage at the
time the trumpet is blown and he is in the grave. Once the trumpet is blown, he
would be taken out of the grave and delivered to Paradise just as they deliver a
bride to the groom."

The author has continued with the rest of the narration regarding the nobility of
the Day of Ashura and the deeds for that day. However, we shall not report the
rest here since we want to focus on the deeds for the night of Ashura. We trust
on such narrations based on the following narrated on the authority of As-Sadiq
(MGB). “Whoever hears about a good deed and acts accordingly shall
receive its reward even if that deed is not really as he heard.”

The following has been found in some of the books on worshipping narrated on
the authority of the Prophet (MGB), “Whoever says one-hundred units of
prayers on the night of Ashura and in each unit of the prayer he recites the
Opening Chapter once, and “Say: He is Allah, the One and Only " three times,
and says the salutations® in between each two units. Once finished saying all the
prayers say the following, "Glory be to God and Praise be to Him. There is no
God but God. And God is the Great. There is no change nor any strength o

Then ask God for forgiveness seventy times. The narration continues with the

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.

2 Asalamu Alyak Ayahul Nabi va Rahmatullahe va Barakatuh. Asalamu Alayna va ala Ebadillah
Asalehin, Asalamu Alaykum va Rahmatullah va Barakatuh.

® The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.

* Asalamu Alyak Ayahul Nabi va Rahmatullahe va Barakatuh. Asalamu Alayna va ala Ebadillah
Asalehin, Asalamu Alaykum va Rahmatullah va Barakatuh.
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many rewards that are beyond many of our hopes and aspirations. However, we
shall not mention them here for brevity.
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We read the following in another narration regarding prayers for the day of
Ashura narrated on the authority of the Prophet (MGB), "Say four units of
prayers on the night of Ashura. In each unit of the prayer recite the Opening
Chapter once, and “Say: He is Allah, the One and Only"fifty times. After you

finish praying say a lot of God's remembrance, blessings upon His Prophet,
(MGB) and cursing their enemies as much as you can.

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
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The following prayers and supplications for the night of Ashura are narrated in
Al-Mukhtasar Minal Muntakhab, "On Ashura say four units of prayers. In each
unit of the prayer recite the Opening Chapter once, “Say. He is Allah, the One
and Only’" one-hundred times. It has even been narrated that the Opening
Chapter should be recited one-hundred times in each unit. Say “Say: He is
Allah, the One and Only*three times. Once you finish say the salutations®.
Then say the following, "Glory be to God and Praise be to Him. There is no
God but God. And God is the Great. There is no change nor any strength except
by God - the Sublime, the Supreme™ one-hundred times or seventy times as
reported in other narrations. Ask God for forgiveness one-hundred times or
seventy times as reported in other narrations. Bestow blessings on Muhammad
and his Progeny (MGB) one-hundred times or seventy times as reported in other
narrations and say the following supplications that are highly honored as
expressed in Kitab al-Riaz. "O' my God! | ask You, O' God! O' Compassionate!
O' God! O' Compassionate! O' God! O' Compassionate! O' God! O
Compassionate! O' God! O' Compassionate! O' God! O' Compassionate! O'
God! O' Compassionate! O' God! O' Compassionate! O' God! O
Compassionate! O' God! O' Compassionate!

O' God! And I ask You by Your Names — Pure, Pleasant, Pleasing, Great,
Extensive.

O' God! And | ask You by Your Names — Exalted, Impenetrable! O' God! And |
ask You by Your Complete and Perfect Names! O' God! And | ask You by
Your Names clearly known to be Yours. O' God! And | ask You by Your
Names that nothing deserves to be called by but You. O' God! And I ask You
by Your Names that do not collapse or end! O' God! And | ask You by Your
Names which You know that they please You. O' God! And | ask You by Your
Names to which all things prostrate. O' God! And I ask You by Your Names
that knowledge, sanctity, honor and tranquility do not equal.

O' God! And I ask You by Your means of demand with which You have made
the strongest covenants and those that You respond to if You are called by. O'
God! And I ask You by Your means of demand with which You deserve to be
asked. O' God! And I ask You by the demand to which You respond, “Ask
whatever you want and it is incumbent on Me to fulfill.” O' God! O' God! O'
God! O' God! O' God! O' God! O' God! O' God! O’ God! I ask You through all

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.

® Asalamu Alyak Ayahul Nabi va Rahmatullahe va Barakatuh. Asalamu Alayna va ala Ebadillah
Asalehin, Asalamu Alaykum va Rahmatullah va Barakatuh.
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the demands that no one but You can tolerate. And I ask You by Your means of
demand — the greatest of them, the highest of them, the ones most remembered,
the ones with the most brilliance, the ones that are fastest to fulfill, the ones
closest to be answered, the most perfect, the most complete while all Your
means of demand are majestic! O’ God! I ask You by Your Names that nothing
deserves to be called but You including Grandeur, Sanctity, Majesty,
Magnificence, Honor , Light, Mercy, Power, Praise, Might, and Supreme
Nobility. O’ God! I ask You by Your means of demand with which You bestow
on anyone You wish, with which You start and end. O’ God! I ask You by Your
sublime and clear means of demand that are veiled from everything but You. O’
God! And | ask You by Your Especial Names.

And | ask You by Your Names - the Most Majestic - the Benevolent - the Kind!
O' the Glorious! O' the Elegant! O' God! O' the All-mighty! O' Exalted in
Might! O' the All-Generous. O' the One! O' the Odd! O' the One! O' Eternal,
Absolute! O' God! O' Compassionate! O' Merciful! O' God! And | ask You
through Your ultimate Names that are located deep within You! O' God! And |
ask You through that by which You named Yourself with which no one but You
is called! O' God! And | ask You by Your unseen names. O' God! And | ask
You by Your Names which no one but You know.

O' God! And I ask You by what You refer to Yourself from what You like!

O' God! And | ask You by all Your Magnificent Demands. And | ask You with
all forms of demands that |1 know of so that the demand will reach Your Grand
Name O' God! O' God! And I ask You by all Your Beautiful Names. And | ask
You by all Names that | know of until we reach the Exalted, the Great, the
Grand Name - The Highest High! That is Your Perfect Name that You have
honored above all with which You named Yourself. O' God! O' God! O' God!
O' God! O' God! O' God! O' God! O' God! O' God! O' Compassionate! O'
Merciful! I call upon You. O' God! And | ask You for the sake of these Names
and their interpretation that no one but You knows their true interpretation. And
| ask You by what | do not know and would still ask if | knew. | ask You by all
the Names which You possess by Your Secret Knowledge. Please bestow Your
Blessings on Your Prophet Muhammad (MGB)- the one entrusted with Your
Revelations — and his Progeny (MGB)! | ask You to forgive all my sins, fulfill
all my needs, to realize all my hopes, to quickly get what | want. Please bestow
me abundant sustenance. Please relieve me from my worries, grief and sorrow.
O' the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful!™
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Section 8 On the Nobility of Staying Next to Al-Hussein (MGB) on

the Night of Ashura and the Nobility of Visiting Him (MGB) on
that Night

The following is narrated based on documents on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-
Tusi, on the authority of Jabir al-Ju’afi, on the authority of Abi Abdullah Al-
Hussein (MGB): "Whoever spends the night next to the Shrine of Al-Hussein
(MGB) would see God on the Resurrection Day spotted with his blood. It would
be as if he had been killed along with him (MGB) in the Land of Karbala! In
his book Al-Tawarikh al-Shar’iya Al-Mufid narrated, “It has been
narrated that whoever visits his shrine and spends the night of Ashura
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near his grave until the morning, God the Sublime would resurrect
him spotted with the blood of Al-Hussein (MGB) amongst the martyrs
with him (MGB)."
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Section 9 On the Nobility of Fasting for the Day of Ashura and
Related Supplications

You should know that there are several narrations that admonish fasting on the
day of Ashura considering it a form of blaming and this seems to be clear from
the viewpoint of the religion. Blaming would be a violation of the sanctity of
the Almighty God and rejecting His ceremonies, violating the sacredness of
God’s Prophet (MGB) and destroying his signs. This is against Islamic decrees
and in line with destroying its ceremonies. Therefore, no one would be happy
on that day unless his intellect, heart, self and religion have perished out of
blindness and deviation and testified against him in disbelief and ignorance.
However, there are other narrations that support fasting on that day as follows.

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Ali ibn Fazzal, on the
authority of Abu Ja’far (MGB), "On the day of Ashura Noah's Ark landed
on Mount Judi'. Then Noah ordered all the genies and men who were

! According to very Early Christian and Islamic tradition (based on the Holy Qur’an, 11:44), is
Noah's place of descent, the location where the Ark came to rest after the Great Flood. The
Qur’anic tradition is similar to the Judeo-Christian legend. Mount Judi or Qardu is identified as a
peak near the town of Cizre, at the headwaters of the Tigris, near the modern Syrian—Turkish
border.
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with him to fast on that day." Abu Ja’far (MGB) said, “Do you understand
what this day is?” This is the day on which the Honorable the Exalted God
turned to Adam (MGB) and Eve. This is the day on which Moses (MGB)
overcame Pharaoh. This is the day on which God dissected the sea for the
Children of Israel and drowned Pharaoh and whoever accompanied him. This is
the day on which Abraham (MGB) was born. This is the day on which God
turned to the people of Yunus (MGB). This is the day on which Jesus — the son

of Mary (MGB) was born. This is the day on which the Riser (MGB)1 comes!
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Including the following: It has been narrated through a chain of documents on
the authority of Harun ibn Muslim, on the authority of Masadat ibn Sadagih, on
the authority of Abi Abdullah As-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father

(MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB), “Fast on the ninth and the tenth day of
Muharram (Tasua and Ashura) as it would eliminate the sins for the year.”

It has been reported in the third volume of Tarikh al-Neishaboory in the
biography of Nasr ibn Abdullah Al-Neishaboory through a chain of documents
on the authority of Sa’eed ibn al-Musayib, on the authority of Sa’ed that the

! Imam Mehdi (MGB)
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Prophet (MGB) did not fast on Ashura.
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The following supplications are found in Al-Mukhtasar min al-Muntakhab
where we read that you should fast on the day of Ashura and say the following:

"Glory be to God and Praise be to Him. There is no god but God. And God is
the Great. There is no change nor any strength except by God — the Sublime, the
Supreme. Glory be to God in the midst of nights or the ends of days. Glory be to
God in the mornings and in the evenings. “So (give) glory to God!, when ye
reach eventide and when ye rise in the morning;

Yea, to Him be praise, in the heavens and on earth; and in the late afternoon
and when the day begins to decline. It is He Who brings out the living from the
dead, and brings out the dead from the living, and Who gives life to the earth
after it is dead: and thus shall ye be brought out (from the dead).”* “Glory be
to Your Lord, the Lord of Honour and Power! (He is free) from what they
ascribe (to Him)! And Peace on the apostles! And Praise be to God!, the Lord
and Cherisher of the Worlds. “2«praise be to God!, who begets no son, and has
no partner in (His) dominion: Nor (needs) He any to protect Him from
humiliation: yea, magnify Him for His greatness and glory!”* Praise as many in
number as there are things, as much as it fills everything, as heavy as all things,
and many times more than this — so much that it suits His Grandeur. Glory be to
Lord of Sovereignty and Kingdom! Glory be to the Lord of Honor and
Omnipotence. Glory be to the Everlasting who shall not perish! Glory be to the
Sovereign, the Holy One! Glory be to the Upright! The Perpetual! Glory be to
the Living, the Self-Subsisting ! Glory be to the Highest High, the Glorified and
Sublime! Glory be to God — Sacred, Holy, Lord of the angels and the Spirit! O'
my God! | made it to the morning honored, blessed and in good health. O' God!
Please perfect Your Blessings, Favor and Well-being for me. O' God! Please

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Rum 30:17-19.
2 The Holy Qur’an: As-Saffat 37:180-182.
® The Holy Qur’an: Isar 17:111.
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bless me with Your Gratitude. O' my God! | was guided by the Light of Your
Face, and became needless by Your Bounties. | made it to the morning and the
evening by Your Blessings! O' my God! | take You as witness. You suffice as a
witness for me. | take Your angels, the carriers of Your Throne, all Your
creatures, Your Heaven and Earth, Your Paradise and Hell. | bear witness to
You as there is no God but You. You are the Only who has no associate. | bear
witness that any creatures from the heavens or the earth are doomed to
destruction but You. And | bear witness that Muhammad (MGB) is Your
servant and Your Prophet. | bear witness that the Hour is sure to come and there
is no doubt about it. | bear witness that You are the Resurrector of the dead
from the graves. O' my God! Please record my testimony near You until | meet
You with You pleased with me. O' the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful! O'
my God! All praise belongs to You. Praise of the heavens that has lowered its
peripherals in humbleness to You, and that the earth and whatever lies in it
glorifies You. Praise that rises and does not end. Praise that increases and does
not diminish. Praise that is everlasting, eternal, never stopping and never
ending. Praise that begins to rise and does not end. Praise belongs to You by
me, above me, with me, in front of me and near me. O’ my Guardian! Praise
belongs to You when I die and You survive. So all praise belongs to You for all
Your Bounties with all forms of praise for You. Praise belongs to You in each
beating of the veins, each instance of eating, drinking, dressing, exerting,
exhaling, and all hair. All Praise belongs to You. All Sovereignty belongs to
You. In Your hand is all the good. All affairs whether public or private return to
You. And You are the ultimate Authority! O' my God! Praise belongs to You
for having known and yet been patient, and for having pardoned even though
You can punish. O' my God! Praise belongs to You. Praise to You O' Cause of
Praise! Praise belongs to You! O' Inheritor of Praise! O' Creator of Praise! O'
Destination of Praise! O' Origin of Praise! O' He who honors his covenants!
And is truthful in promise, O' Exalted in Might! O' the Eternal in Glory! O' my
God! Praise belongs to You. O' He who give high ranks! O' the Responder to
supplications! O' He who sends verses from above the seven heavens! O' He
who brings out of darkness and into light! O' He who turns evils into good
deeds! O' He who gives ranks to good deeds! O' my God! Praise belongs to
You. O' Forgiver of sins, Acceptor of repentance, Strict in punishment, O' He
who is Benevolent. There is no God but You! “To You is our Final Goal.” O'
my God! Praise belongs to You at night when it is dark and in the daytime when
it is light. Praise belongs to You in the afterlife and the first life. O' my God!

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Mumtahana 60:4.
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Praise belongs to You as many in number as there are stars in the sky. Praise
belongs to You as many in number as there are dominions in the sky. Praise
belongs to You as many in number as there are drops in the rain. Praise belongs
to You as many in number as there are leaves in the trees. Praise belongs to You
as many in number as there are men and genies. Praise belongs to You as many
in number as there is sand, animals, beasts and birds - as many in number as
there in the depth of the earth and as many in number as there are on the face of
the earth. Praise belongs to You as many in number as Your Book has counted
and Your Knowledge has encompassed and Your Throne weighs. Praise that is
plentiful and blessed in it. O' my God! Praise belongs to You as many in
number as You say, and as many in number as You know, and as many in
number as all Your creatures from the first generation to the last act, and equal
in weight and number to all we name up until we die and perish. There is no
God but God. He is One and there are no partners for Him. Sovereignty and
Praise belong to Him. He gives life and causes to die and He has power over all
things."
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Then say the following, "l Ask God for forgiveness™" — ten times. "O' God! O'
God!" — ten times. "O' Compassionate! O' Compassionate!” — ten times. "O'
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Merciful I O' Merciful!” — ten times. "O' Giver! O' Bestower!" — ten times. Say
“O' God! There is no God but You!” ten times. "There is no change nor any
strength except by God — the Sublime, the Supreme" — ten times. "Amen Amen"
ten times. “In the Name of God, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful" — ten
times. "Bestow Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB)" ten times.

Then say: "O' my God! You are my trust in all sorrow, and my hope in all
hardships. And You are my trust in all affairs. How my agonies by which the
hearts ache, the plots fail, the associates deny and the enemies blame me for
have | presented to You and complained to You about that You have dispelled
due to my turning to You and away from others! And You solved them and
eased them for me and You sufficed for me. And You are the Guardian of all
blessings, and the Possessor of all kindness, and the ultimate destination of all
desires! All praise belongs to You and the Noblest Favors belong to You. O' my
God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB),
ease my troubles, easily provide what | need, let me reach what I hope for and
to quickly get what | want. Please also pay back my debts. O' the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful!"
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Section 10 On the Nobility of Reciting the Pilgrimage
Supplications of Al-Hussein on the Day of Ashura

If the intention behind reciting the pilgrimage supplications of Al-Hussein on
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the day of Ashura be remembering him after being martyred and moved to a
superior rank that our weak intellect does not understand, then it is best to recite
the pilgrimage supplications of Al-Hussein in the afternoon of that day. He
(MGB) was killed in the afternoon as it is commonly known. Two pilgrimage
supplications on the day of Ashura for him are reported in Misbah al-Za'ir
where we have expressed their nobility and great reward. We shall report both
of these pilgrimage supplications here. There are also additions that have been
reported to have great nobility.
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The following is narrated through a chain of documents on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Dawood al-Qumi in his book Al-Ziarat val-Faza'il on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Zayd al-Shuham,
on the authority of Abi Abdullah who said, "When one visits the shrine of Al-
Hussein (MGB) on the day of Ashura and recognizes his rightfulness, it is as if
he has visited the Honorable the Exalted God in His Throne."
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A similar narration is quoted through a chain of documents to Muhammad ibn

Dawood, through his chain of documents on the authority of Hariz, on the

authority of Abi Abdullah (MGB) who said, "Whoever visits Al-Hussein

(MGB) on the day of Ashura is sure to go to Paradise."
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Section 11 On the Pilgrimage Supplications of Al-Hussein for the
Day of Ashura

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Abdullah ibn Ja’far
al-Humayri, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Koofi, on the authority of
Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad al-Hazrami, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
San’an, “I went to see my Master Abi Abdullah Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB)
on the day of Ashura. His color was changed and his tears were flowing down
his cheeks like pearls.

| asked him, “My Master! For God's sake! Why do you cry?” May God never
make you cry!” He said: “Do not you know that on like this day, Imam Al-
Hussein (MGB) was martyred? I said: “Yes. My Master! Today | have came to
you to learn a point from you and benefit from you.” He (MGB) said: “Ask
about whatever comes to your mind and you want.” I said: “O’ My Master!
What do you say about the fasting of this day?” He (MGB) said: “Fast this day
but not until night. And do not fast this day but not because of rejoicing at
others’ misfortune. Thus, do not fast all of this day; rather one hour past the
evening, though break your fast with one time of drinking water; because in one
hour past the evening of this day the dust of fighting with the family of the
Prophet (MGB) was finished and the fire of killing was extinguished while
thirty ones of them had fallen on the earth, those who their falling on the earth
was very hard for God’s Prophet (MGB).

Then Imam As-Sadig (MGB) cried severely to the extent that his beard became
white from the tears. Then he (MGB) said: “Do you know what day is today?” I

said: “O’ my Master! You are more aware than me.” He (MGB) said: | said,

"O' my master! You know better that | do." He said, "God the Honorable
the Exalted created the Light on the Friday of the first day of the month of
Ramadhan and created the Darkness on a Wednesday - the day of Ashura. He
established a Divine Decree and a way for each.

O’ Abdullah ibn Sanan! The best act in this day is that you wear your clean
clothes. And open the buttons of the clothes which you wear on the other
clothes. And bring up the sleeves of your suit and trousers. Then go to a hidden
place where no one sees you or in your home.

Then say four units of prayers and say the salutations® after each two units. In
each first unit you should recite the Opening Chapter, plus "Say : O' ye that

! Asalamu Alyak Ayahul Nabi va Rahmatullahe va Barakatuh. Asalamu Alayna va ala Ebadillah
Asalehin, Asalamu Alaykum va Rahmatullah va Barakatuh.
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reject Faith!"! and in the second unit recite "Say: He is Allah, the One and
Only"? and in the third unit recite the Opening Chapter and Al-Ahzab Chapters.
In the fourth unit recite the Opening Chapter and the Munafigeen Chapter. Then
say the salutations®, turn your face around towards the holy grave of Abi
Abdullah Al-Hussein (MGB), imagine his collapse, collect your thoughts and
concentrate on him. Then curse his murderer one-thousand times and you shall
receive the reward of one-thousand good deeds for each damnation, a thousand
of your wrongdoings shall be wiped off and your rank in Paradise shall be
raised a thousand steps. Then take seven steps forward and say the following
while you are moving forward, "Verily we are Allah’s and unto Him we return.
We are happy with His Will and carry out His Command." And at all this time
you should be sad with your face showing signs of your sadness. Once you
finished, go back to your place where you prayed and say the following seventy
times, "O' my Lord! Punish those who waged a war against Your Messenger
(MGB) and made his life miserable, and worshipped others than You, and
deemed lawful what You had forbidden. Please curse their leaders, followers,
and those who were with them, and those who condoned their misdeeds - a
great many curses."

Then say: "O' my God! Please quickly bring joy and happiness for the Holy
Household of Muhammad (MGB), and bestow Your Blessings on him (MGB)
and on all of them, save them from the dangerous clutches of the hypocrites, the
atheists and the ones who deny God. Please favor them, open the doors of
felicity for them, and on Your Authority let them have full control over Your
enemies, and their enemies."

Then raise your hands, and say the following supplications with your hands
raised, "O' my God! Indeed a great many people opposed the divine Leaders
and did not believe in the word’. They insisted on deviation, disbelief,
destruction, ignorance and blindness. They gave up the Book that You had
ordered us to recognize, and the Trustee Ali (MGB) whom You had ordered us
to follow. Thus they destroyed what is right and by twisting the truth they led
the nation astray. They opposed the tradition of the Prophet (MGB), falsified
the Book, encouraged partisanship; refused to believe in the evident proof and
chose falsehood whenever they faced the truth. They violated the right and led

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Kafirun 109:1.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ikhlas 112:1.

® Asalamu Alyak Ayahul Nabi va Rahmatullahe va Barakatuh. Asalamu Alayna va ala Ebadillah
Asalehin, Asalamu Alaykum va Rahmatullah va Barakatuh.

4 Refering to "There is no god but God."
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the people astray. They killed the children of Your Prophet (MGB), the best of
Your Servants, Your Chosen Ones, the bearers of Your Throne, the bearers of
Your Secrets, and those You had established as rulers in Your heavens and
earths. O' my God! Please upset their plans and movement and ruin their towns,
make their weapons and men unserviceable, induce discord amongst them,
crack up their strategy; and hit them hard with Your own sharp Strike; bury
them in calamities, throw them into devastating disasters, and punish them with
a hard and sharp chastisement, make them suffer from a high cost of living and
punish them with an exemplary punishment, as You punish Your enemies.
Please destroy them as You destroyed Your enemies. O' my God! Make them
suffer as You made the oppressors suffer - a hard and painful suffering. O' my
God! Your way of life has been tossed aside; Your code of law has been
suspended; and the Household of Your Prophet (MGB) are wandering in this
world like wild animals. O' my God! Please exalt the truth, and the upholders of
truth; and favor us with safety; guide us to true faith; expedite our happiness
and bliss by the presence of the Riser (MGB)l. Let him be our supporter, and let
us be his followers. O' my God! Please destroy those who celebrate the
martyrdom of the Household of Your Prophet (MGB) in happiness and joy.
Please punish each of the remaining ones as You punished the earlier ones. O'
my God! Please extend the calamities, punishment and retribution of the
oppressors - from the earlier ones to the later ones, especially that of those who
oppress the Progeny of Your Prophet (MGB). Please increase their punishment
and curse and destroy their followers, their leaders and their groups . O' my
God! Please have mercy on the Holy Household (MGB) that has been
dispersed, martyred and belittled who are from pure and blessed roots. O' my
God! Please exalt their words and make their Proof victorious. Strengthen their
hearts and the hearts of their followers. Help them, and assist them to persevere
in the face of the sufferings on account of their adherence to what is near You.
Please set up a certain period of time for them as You have guaranteed this in
Your revealed Book where You said, "Allah has promised, to those among you
who believe and work righteous deeds, that He will, of a surety, grant them in
the land, inheritance (of power), as He granted it to those before them; that He
will establish in authority their religion - the one which He has chosen for
them; and that He will change (their state), after the fear in which they (lived),
to one of security and peace: 'They will worship Me (alone) and not associate
aught with Me. 'If any do reject Faith after this, they are rebellious and

! Imam Mehdi (MGB)
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wicked." O' my God! Please exalt their words being "O' my God! You are

Allah! There is no God but You! O' my God! You are Allah! There is no God
but You!"

O' my God! You are Allah! There is no God but You! O' the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful! O' the Living! O' the Self-Subsisting! Indeed |
am Your worshipping servant fearful of You, returning to You, asking of you,
relying upon You and taking refuge in You. Please accept my prayer, and listen
to me whispering! Let be amongst those whose deeds please You and You
guide them, and be of those whose prayers You have accepted and whom You
have chosen. By Your Mercy as verily You are Exalted in Might, the Grantor.
O' God! 1 ask You by saying There is no God but You!" Please do not place a
barrier between me, Muhammad and the Divine Leaders (MGB). Please let me
be amongst the followers of Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB)." Here you
should name them one by one until you reach the name of the Riser (MGB)Z.
Then continue by saying, "And admit me into what You admitted them to, and
take me out of what You took them out of." Then rub your cheeks on the dirt
and say, "O' He who rules as He wills and does as He wishes. You made Your
Ruling about the Progeny of Muhammad (MGB). All praise belongs to You -
praised and appreciated. Please expedite their arrival and bless us by them. You
have guaranteed to honor them after being debased, increase them after they
become a few, and make them apparent after they become hidden. O' the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful! O' my God! O' my Master! | ask You by Your
Benevolence and Kindness to let me attain my desires, and thank my minor
deeds. | ask You to give me more days, and let me reach that shrine, and let me
be amongst those who respond to their call for their obedience and friendship,
and let me see this quickly. Verily You have power over all things."

Then raise your head towards the sky as this is superior to the obligatory Hajj
and the Umrah! Beware that the Honorable the Exalted God would grant ten
things to whoever says this prayer on this day and says these supplications. God
the Sublime would prevent him from having a bad death. God would not let his
enemies overcome him before his death. God would protect him from misery
and poverty, and God would safeguard him against insanity and leprosy. God
would also provide the same protection for up to four generations for him and
would not let Satan and his friends overcome him." | said, "Praise be to God,
Who favored me by granting me recognition of you, recognition of your
rightfulness, and the fulfillment of what | must do for you. He is sufficient for

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Nur 24:55,
2 Imam Mehdi (MGB)
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me and in Him I trust.”
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Another pilgrimage supplication of Al-Hussein (MGB) for the day of Ashura
from Al-Mukhtasar min al-Muntakhab. Get ready for the pilgrimage and make
major ritual ablutions. Put on clean clothes. Walk in bare feet to either the roof
or the yard and recite the following pilgrimage supplication of Al-Hussein by
facing the Qibla and saying, "Peace be on you, O' inheritor of Adam (MGB) -
God's Chosen one! Peace be on you, O' inheritor of Noah (MGB) - God's
Trusted one! Peace be on you, O' inheritor of Abraham (MGB) - the beloved
friend of God. Peace be on you, O' inheritor of Moses (MGB), to whom God

lso s,
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spoke directly! Peace be on you, O' inheritor of Jesus (MGB) - God's Spirit!
Peace be on you, O' inheritor of Muhammad (MGB), God's Messenger! Peace
be on you, O' inheritor of the Prophets (MGB) and the Commander of the
Faithful (MGB). O' Master of the Trustees. The noblest of the forerunners. O'
son of Seal of the Prophets (MGB). O’ My Master! How could you be not so?
You are the Leader towards guidance, ally of piety, and one of the five people
under the cloak’. You were raised in the lap of Islam, you were nursed from the
bosom of faith. Blessed be your life and blessed be your death! Peace be on
you, O' inheritor of Al-Hassan (MGB) - the pure! Peace be on you, O' Aba
Abdullah! Peace be on you, O' the Honest! The Martyr! Peace be on you, O'
Trustee- the righteous, the pious, the content and the purified. Peace be on you,
and on the souls who came and stayed in your camp, and stayed with you in
your journey, struggled in the way of God with you and gave life to earn God's
Pleasure. Peace be on the angels who circumambulate around you. | bear
witness that there is no God but God. He is One and there are no partners for
Him. | bear witness that Muhammad (MGB) is His servant and Prophet (MGB)
and may His peace be on them plentifully - His servant and Prophet (MGB)! |
bear witness that your father Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) — the Commander of the
Faithful — may God's blessings be on him — the Master of the Trustees, The
Leader of those with white-foreheads?, is the Divine Leader whose obedience
God ordained obligatory for all people. So is your brother Al-Hassan ibn Ali
(MGB). So are you and the Divine Leaders (MGB) from your progeny. | bear
witness that you established the prayers and gave charity, enjoined doing good
and admonished against doing evil. You really struggled in God's way, until
death took you away. | take God and you as witness that | believe in God,
acknowledge Muhammad (MGB) and know your rights. | bear witness that
indeed you delivered what the Honorable the Exalted God has ordered you to
deliver, and you served him until the inevitable death tool you away. O' Aba
Abdullah!®* May my parents be your ransom. May God's Curse be on those
who killed you. May God's Curse be on those who ordered that you be killed.
May God's Curse be on those who assisted them in this. May God's Curse be on
those who heard this and were pleased. | bear witness that those who shed your

1 On the day of Mobahela the Prophet had his cloak over Fatimah, ‘Ali, al-Hassan and al-
Hussein's heads and said: "Oh God! These are the members of my household.” Then he prayed for
them and said: "Oh God! Whoever compromises with them | will also compromise with him. and
whoever wants to make war with them, makes war with me."

2 “Qa’ed al-Qur-11-Muhaj’jelin” — those who are proud of their deeds. Some have
interpreted this to refer to those whose hands, feet and foreheads are white due to
extended prostrations.

® Al-Hussein (MGB).
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blood, violated your sanctity, invited you but did not help you after you
responded to their invitation were all damned by the unlettered Prophet (MGB).
O' my Master and Guardian! If my body was not there to protect you when you
sought help, my will and wish responded to you. | bear witness that you were
right and your opponents were wrong. | wish | had been with you and had
attained a great salvation! Therefore - O' my Master! - | ask you to ask God —
exalted is His Remembrance - regarding my sins, and ask Him to let me join
you and your followers, and to grant you permission to intercede on my behalf
regarding my sins as God the Exalted said, "Who is there can intercede in His
presence except as He permitteth?"! May God’s Blessings be on you, your
forefathers, your progeny (MGB) and the angels who reside in your shrine. May
God’s Blessings be on you and them all, and on the martyrs who bear witness
with you and in front of you. May God’s Blessings be on you, on them, and on
your son Ali al-Asghar for whom you were agonized."

Then say, "O' my God! I implore You by You. | have placed myself within the
zone of sanctity of Muhammad and his household (MGB). | implore You by
them. | seek their intercession to You on my behalf. | ask You for the sake of
Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB) to fulfill my debts and whatever is
incumbent on me. Please remove my sorrow, and let my relief be connected to
their relief."

Then extend your hands so much that your underarm can be seen and say the
following, "O' God! There is no God but You! Please do not divulge my secrets,
and do not dispose my defects. Please change my fear into peace and overlook
my transgressions. O' my God! Please make me prosperous, successful and
make my deeds satisfactory. Please respond to my prayers! O' God - the
Generous!”

Then say: "Peace be on you and may God's mercy be upon you."

Then start and say, "Peace be on the Commander of the Faithful Ali (MGB)!
Peace be on Fatimah az-Zahra (MGB)! Peace be on Al-Hassan (MGB) — the
Pure! Peace be on Al-Hussein (MGB), the Honest, the Martyr! Peace be on Ali
ibn al-Hussein (MGB)! Peace be on Muhammad ibn Ali (MGB)! Peace be on
Ja'far ibn Muhammad (MGB)! Peace be on Musa ibn Ja'far (MGB)! Peace be
on Al-Reza Ali ibn Musa (MGB)! Peace be on Muhammad ibn Ali (MGB)!
Peace be on Ali ibn Muhammad (MGB)! Peace be on Al-Hassan ibn Ali
(MGB)! Peace be on the Living Imam (MGB)- rising by God's right, God's
Proof on His Earth! God's Blessings be on him and his forefathers (MGB)- the

! The Holy Qur’an: Baqara 2:255.
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ones who help develop, the Immaculate, the pure ones and may His peace be on
them plentifully.”

Then say six units of prayers two at a time. In each unit recite the Opening
Chapter once and "Say: He is Allah, the One and Only"‘one-hundred times.
Once you are finished say the following, "O' Compassionate! O
Compassionate! O' the Sublime! O' the All-Mighty! O' the One! O' Eternal,
Absolute! O' the One! O' the Odd! O' the All-Hearing, O' the All-Knowing! O’
Knowing! O’ Great! O’ Proud! O' the Glorious! O' the Elegant! O' the
Forbearing !0’ Strong! O' Exalted in Might! O’ Mighty! O' Available! O'
Guardian! O' Compeller! O' the Sublime! O' Helper! O' Giver! O' Bestower! O'
Acceptor of repentance! O' Resurrector! O' Inheritor! The Praiseworthy! O' the
Most Glorious One! O' the Worshipped! O’ Existing! O' Outward! O' Inward!
O' the First! O' the Last! O' the Living! O' the Self-Subsisting! O' Lord of
Majesty, Bounty and Honor! O' Lord of Honor and Authority! O' God! | ask
You for the sake of these Names and for the sake of all Your Names. | ask You
to bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB). Please
relieve me from all sorrow, sadness, grief, loss and restrictions. Please help me
pay back my debts; let me reach what | hope for, ease my troubles easily
provide what | need, and let me quickly get what | need, grant my requests and
my demands, and give me more than | desire. Please grant me the best of this
world and the Hereafter."
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Section 12 On the Pilgrimage Supplications for the Martyrs on
the Day of Ashura

The following is reported with a chain of narrations by my grandfather Al-
Sheikh Abi Ja’far Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Tusi — may God have mercy on
him — on the authority of Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ay'yash.
Al-Sheikh Al-Salih Abu Mansoor ibn Abdul Naeem ibn Al-Nu’man al-
Baghdadi — may God have mercy on him — narrated the following. In the year
252 A.H. when | was a small child and my father — may God have mercy on
him — perished, | received the following pilgrimage supplications for my master
Al-Hussein (MGB) and the martyrs from Al-Sheikh Muhammad ibn Qalib al-
Isfahany.

"In the Name of God, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. When you decide to
recite the pilgrimage supplications of Al-Hussein— may God be pleased with
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him - stop at the position of his head that is the shrine of Ali ibn al-Hussein
(MGB). Then turn your face towards the Qibla where the martyrs are buried and
first point to Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB) and say the following:

"Peace be on you, O' the first one killed from the progeny of the best
descendants of the beloved Abraham (MGB) - May God’s Blessings be on you
and your father who said the following regarding you, "May God kill the people
who killed you. O' my son! How daring they are to the Merciful and how much
do they violate the respect for the Prophet (MGB)! Woe be upon the world after
you! It is just as if | see you standing in front of him and say the following to
the atheists:

"l am Al-Hussein ibn Ali. By God we — the Household of God are closest to the
Prophet.

| shall push the spears into your body so much that they bend down, and shall
hit you with the sword in support of my father. | swear by God that with the
blows of young Arab Hashemites, the one born of adultery cannot rule over us.”

Then death comes and you meet your Lord! | bear witness that you are closer to
God and His Prophet (MGB) and that you are son of God’s Prophet (MGB),
God’s Proof, His Religion, the son of His Proof and His trusted one. May God
rule about your murderer — Marat ibn Mingad ibn Al-Nu’man al-Abdi — may
God damn and dishonor him - and whoever assisted him in murdering you, who
supported him against you. May God throw them into Hell and a terrible return!
May God let us be amongst your visitors, companions, and companions of your
grandfather, father, uncle, brother, and oppressed mother. | disown from your
enemies who deny. May God’s peace, mercy and blessings be upon you. Peace
be on Abdullah ibn al-Hussein — a breast-fed baby who was shot with an arrow,
fell into his blood, and his blood spattered into the sky. He was killed with an
arrow in his father's lap. May God's Curse be on the one who shot him being
Harmalat ibn Kahil al-Asadi and his associates. Peace be on Abdullah — son of
the Commander of the Faithful who suffered calamities and yet announced Al-
Hussein’s Mastery in the Land of Karbala - The one hit from front and behind!
May God's Curse be on his murderer Hani ibn Sabit al-Hazrami. Peace be on
Abil Fazl Al-Abbas — son of the Commander of the Faithful who assisted his
brother with his own life, who took some means for the Hereafter and sacrificed
himself for him by going to fetch some water but lost both of his hands. God's
Curse be on both of his murderers Yazid ibn al-Ragad al-Hayti and Hakim ibn
al-Tufayl al-Ta'ee. Peace be on Ja'far - son of the Commander of the Faithful
who persevered with his own life, took something from this life for his afterlife,
offered his own life and went to bring water for his brother but his hands were
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chopped off. May God's Curse be on his murderer Hani ibn Sabit al-Hazrami.
Peace be on Uthman — son of the Commander of the Faithful — called Uthman
ibn Mazoon. God's Curse be on the one who shot him with an arrow - Khuwli
ibn Yazid al-Asbahi al-Ayadi al-Daremi. Peace be on Muhammad — son of the
Commander of the Faithful who was murdered by Al-Ayady al-Daremy - may
God damn him and increase his stern punishment. O' Muhammad (MGB)! May
God’s Blessings be on you and on your Holy Household (MGB) — the ones who
persevere! Peace be on Abi Bakr — the son of the pure Divine Leader Al-Hassan
ibn Ali who was shot by a destructive arrow. May God's Curse be on his
murderer — Abdullah ibn Agabat al-Qanvi. Peace be on Abdullah ibn al-Hassan
ibn Ali - the Pure. May God's Curse be on his murderer who shot him being
Harmalat ibn Kahil al-Asadi. Peace be on Al-Qasim ibn al-Hassan ibn Ali — hit
on the head, while calling his uncle Al-Hussein (MGB) and he rushed to him
like an eagle and saw that he was moving the dirt with his feet. Then Al-
Hussein (MGB) said, “May those who killed you be deprived of God’s mercy —
those who your grandfather and father shall be their enemy on the Resurrection
Day.” Then he (MGB) added, “I swear by God that it is hard for your uncle to
see you calling him when he cannot answer, or answer you when you are Killed
and have fallen on the ground and he cannot help you. | swear by God that
today we are suffering a great loss and our helpers are few. May God unite me
with you on the day you gather together. God's Curse be on your murderer
Umar ibn Sa'ed ibn Urwat ibn Nafil al-Azudy and send him to Hell and chastise
them with a painful Punishment.”

Peace be on Oan ibn Abdullah ibn Ja'far al-Tay'yar who shall fly in Paradise.
He was the pledge of faith, fighting with the strong people, advising for the
Merciful, and reciting the Oft-repeated verses and the Qur’an. May God's Curse
be on his murderer Abdullah ibn Qatbat al-Behbahani. Peace be on Muhammad
ibn Abdullah ibn Ja’far who was present at the location of his father, equal to
his brother, and protected him with his own body. God's Curse be on his
murderer Amir ibn Nahshal al-Tamimi. Peace be on Ja'far ibn Ageel. God's
Curse be on his murderer who shot him being "Bashr ibn Khuwt al-Hamidani.
Peace be on Abdul Rahman ibn Ageel. God's Curse be on his murderer who
shot him being Amir ibn Khaled ibn Asad al-Jahni. Peace be on the murdered —
the son of the murdered — Abdullah ibn Muslim ibn Ageel. God's Curse be on
his murderer Amir ibn Sa'asat or Asad ibn Malik. Peace be on Ubaydullah ibn
Muslim ibn Ageel. God's Curse be on his murderer who shot him being Amru
ibn Sabih al-Saydavi. Peace be on Muhammad ibn Abi Saeed ibn Ageel. God's
Curse be on his murderer Lagit ibn Nashir al-Jahni. Peace be on Suleiman —
servant of Al-Hussein (MGB) — son of the Commander of the Faithful (MGB).
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God's Curse be on his murderer Suleiman ibn Oaf al-Hazrami. Peace be on
Qarib — servant of Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB). Peace be on the Munjah — the
freed slave of Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB). Peace be on Muslim ibn Uwsaja al-
Asadi who said the following to Al-Hussein (MGB) after being granted
permission to leave. “How can we leave you? What excuse shall we then have
for God regarding the fulfillment of your right. No, by God! I shall not depart
until I throw my arrow into their hearts and break it and as long as | hold my
sword.”

Even if | do not have a weapon with which to fight with them, I shall throw
stones at them. | shall not leave you until | die with you and be the first one to
sacrifice his life and be the first one martyred to see God and lose my life for
Him.” | swear by the Lord of the Ka'ba that God shall thank you for your
perseverance and sympathy with your leader who came to you when you had
fallen down and said, “O’ Muslim ibn Uwsaja! May God have mercy on you.
Then he recited "...of them some have completed their vow (to the extreme), and
some (still) wait: but they have never changed (their determination) in the
least:"* God's Curse be on those who were united to kill you — Abdullah Al-
Zababi and Abdullah ibn Khashkara al-Bijli. Peace be on Sa'ed ibn Abdullah al-
Hanafi who said the following to Al-Hussein (MGB) after being granted
permission to leave. “No we shall not leave you so that God may know that we
protected you in the absence of the Prophet (MGB). | swear by God that even if
I knew that I will be killed, then be revived, and killed again and spread my dust
around and this was repeated seventy times, still I would not leave you until |
got killed for you. Now, how can | leave when I know that I shall only die or be
killed once, and shall benefit from an honor that shall never end.” Yes. You
were killed this way and were sympathetic with your Leader (MGB) and
attained the House of Permanence from God. May God resurrect us with you
amongst the martyrs and bless us with their companionship in the highest rank!
Peace be on Bashr ibn Umar al-Hazrami. May God thank you for saying the
following to Al-Hussein (MGB) after being granted permission to leave. “May
beast tear me into pieces if | leave you, ask you for something to ride on and
abandon you with a few supporters. No this shall never happen.” Peace be on
Yazid ibn Haseen al-Hamedani al-Mashreqi — the reciter of the Qur’an - who
was killed with an Al-Musharefy sword?. Peace be on Umar ibn Abi Ka’ib al-
Ansari. Peace be on Naeem al-Ajlan al-Ansari. Peace be on Zaheer ibn al-Qayn
al-Bajli — who said the following to Al-Hussein (MGB) after being granted

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ahzab 33:23
2 A kind of sword built in Mosharef in Demascus.
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permission to leave. “No. | swear by God that I shall never do this. Should I
leave and see the son of God’s Prophet (MGB) enslaved in the hands of the
enemies and save myself? No. May God never bring that day.” Peace be on
Amru ibn Qarzat al-Ansari. Peace be on Habeeb ibn Mazahir al-Asadi. Peace be
on Al-Hur ibn Yazid al-Riyahee. Peace be on Abdullah ibn Umayr al-Kalbi.
Peace be on Nafe’a ibn Hilal ibn Nafi’a al-Bajli al-Muradi. Peace be on Anas
ibn Kahil al-Asadi. Peace be on Qays ibn Mashar al-Sadavee. Peace be on
Abdullah and Abdul Rahman — the sons of Urvat ibn Hiraq al-Qaffareen. Peace
be on Juan ibn Hur’ri — the servant of Abizar al-Qaffari. Peace be on Shabeeb
ibn Abdullah al-Nahshali. Peace be on Al-Hijaj ibn Yazeed al-Sa’di. Peace be
on Qasit and Karshis — the sons of Zaheer al-Taglabayn. Peace be on Kananat
ibn Ateeq. Peace be on Zargamat ibn Malik. Peace be on Havi ibn Malik al-
Zab’ee. Peace be on Umar ibn Zabia al-Zab’ee. Peace be on Zayd ibn Sabeet al-
Qaysee. Peace be on Abdullah and Ubaydullah — the sons of Yazid ibn Sabeet
al-Qaysee. Peace be on Amir ibn Muslim. Peace be on Qa’nab ibn Amru al-
Tamree. Peace be on Salim — the servant of Amir ibn Muslim. Peace be on Saif
ibn Malik. Peace be on Zaheer ibn Bashr al-Khas’amee. Peace be on Zayd ibn
Magal al-Ja’fee. Peace be on Al-Haj'jaj ibn Nasrug al-Juafi. Peace be on
Masood ibn al-Haj'jaj and his son. Peace be on Maj'ma ibn Abdullah al-A'ezi.
Peace be on Imar ibn Hisan ibn Sharih al-Ta'ee. Peace be on Hay'yan ibn al-
Harith al-Salmani al-Azudi. Peace be on Jundob ibn Hijr al-Khowlani. Peace be
on Umar ibn Khalid al-Saydavi. Peace be on Saeed ibn Muwla. Peace be on
Yazid ibn Zyad ibn al-Muhajir al-Kundi. Peace be on Zahir - the servant of
Amru ibn al-Hamq al-Khaza'ee. Peace be on Jubulat ibn Ali al-Sheibani. Peace
be on Salim, the servant of Ibn al-Madina al-Kalbi. Peace be on Aslam ibn
Kasir al-Azudi al-A'araj. Peace be on Zameer ibn Saleem al-Azudi. Peace be on
Qasim ibn Habib al-Azudi. Peace be on Umar ibn Jundab al-Hazrami. Peace be
on Ibn Tamama Umar ibn Abdullah al-Saedi. Peace be on Hanzalat ibn As'ad
al-Shabami. Peace be on Abdul Rahman ibn Abdullah ibn al-Kidr al-Arji. Peace
be on Ammar ibn Abi Salama al-Hamedani. Peace be on A'yis ibn Shubaib al-
Shakeri. Peace be on Shuzab, the servant of Shakir. Peace be on Shubaib ibn al-
Harith ibn Saree'a. Peace be on Malik ibn Abd Saree'a. Peace be on Al-Jarih al-
Ma'soor Sawar ibn Abi Humayr al-Fahmi al-Hamedani. Peace be on Al-Marsas
along with Amru ibn Abdullah al-Janda'ee. Peace be on you the best of the
helpers. Peace be on you for your perseverance. What a good home shall you
have. May God house you amongst the righteous. | bear witness that God
would indeed remove the veil for you and spread out the carpet for you. You
shall receive great rewards. You did not turn your back to the truth and you
went ahead of us. | ask God to be in your company in the everlasting world.
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May God’s peace, mercy and blessings be upon you."
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Section 13 On the Nobility of Reading "Say: He is Allah, the One
and Only"Ion the Day of Ashura

It has been narrated that As-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Whoever recites the Chapter
Al-lkhlas one-hundred times on the day of Ashura would be looked upon by the
All-merciful. And whoever is looked upon by the All-merciful shall never be
punished.”

What is meant by “being looked upon by the All-merciful is a form of mercy to
the servant, being pleased with him and having kindness to him.”

9‘)_9&&«‘:_93@(4:-‘4“‘}&‘}3)3953‘}.43‘};oJS_x_,L‘,fg(\\”)Jw
@l ole I ks oMY 5y gan 80 A ;\”.:pr‘\;y 16 &l el acde Bolall e s,
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Section 14 On How to be on the Day of Ashura

Know that some of the etiquette for the day of Ashura and the relevant acts of
worship were reported before. These are enough for anyone who wishes to seek
proximity to the Almighty God and please Him. Here, | shall present what God
the Almighty has bestowed on me for those who wish to gain more prosperity.

On the day of Ashura you should at least consider the murder of our master Al-
Hussein (MGB) and his family and children who were martyred with him be
like the loss of your parents, children and your beloved ones. On the day of
Ashura act as if you have lost your most beloved family members while you
know that the death of your loved ones is not an act of oppression to you or
them and it is not a breach of the sanctity of Islam and that your enemies will
not violate your sanctity for it.

In what happened to Al-Hussein (MGB) and his group and his loved ones, the
sanctity of Islam was violated and the wise and knowledgeable people were
disrespected. Slogans of the religion were destroyed and the enemies blamed
those people.

Try to show the Almighty God that whoever is honored by Him is honored by

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-lkhlas 112:1.
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you, and whatever is considered to be bad for the Prophet (MGB) be bad for
you. Whoever wants to attain the high rank of loyalty to the Almighty God, the
Prophet (MGB) and the chosen ones

and wants the Almighty God, His Prophet (MGB), and the Trustees be with him
and help him at times of distress or need should be this way. Whoever is with
them at times of anger, content, pleasure and happiness, they shall be with him
in such cases.

If you have knowledge of the Almighty God and His Especial servants, and you
are pious in obeying the Almighty God's Will, on the day of Ashura you should
not be like one who has lost his father or son. You should sympathize with the
victims of Ashura according to the rank of Al-Hussein (MGB), his children and
family near God and the suffering of the Prophet (MGB) when losing his
grandson, and the loss inflicted on Islam.

The following is narrated through a chain of documents on the authority of our
Master Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB), "God would fulfill the needs of this world
and the Hereafter for whoever quits trying to fulfill his needs on the day of
Ashura. God would make the Resurrection Day a day of happiness and pleasure
for whoever makes the day of Ashura a day of calamity, mourning and crying
for himself. He would be pleased by visiting us in person. Whoever calls the
day of Ashura a day of blessedness and saves something on that day, what he
has saved shall lose its blessedness. He would be resurrected along with Yazid,
Ubaydullah and Umar ibn Sa’ed — may God’s curse be on them — at the bottom
of Hell on the Resurrection Day."

These were the points that we wanted to mention about sympathy with the great
calamities related to the murder of the Divine Leaders (MGB) to salvation! Still
we have not fully honored their great rights on us during and after our lives.

When you decide to eat food and drinks after the mourning, say the following,
"O"my God! You said, 'Think not of those who are slain in Allah's way as dead.
Nay, they live, finding their sustenance in the presence of their Lord;"™* Thus,
Al-Hussein (MGB) is now eating and drinking near You and we follow him in
this act of eating and drinking.

The condolence of our Master Ja'far ibn Muhammad (MGB) that he (MGB)
wrote to his cousins when they were imprisoned are presented here. These
imply mourning for Al-Hussein (MGB) and his family and companions.

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-i-Imran 3:169.
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The following is narrated based on a chain of documents on the authority of my
grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi, on the authority of Al-Mufid Muhammad ibn Al-
Nu'man and Al-Hussein ibn Ubayullah, on the authority of Abi Ja’far
Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Babuyih, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Valid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-
Saf’far, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khattab, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Ishaq ibn Ammar.
Likewise my grandfather Abi Ja’far al-Tusi narrated the following on the
authority of Abil Hussein Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa'eed ibn Musa al-
Ahwazy, on the authority of Abil Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa’eed, on
the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Qatrany, on the authority of
Hussein ibn Ayoub Al-Khas'amy, on the authority of Salih ibn Abil Aswad, on
the authority of Atiyat ibn Najih ibn al-Mutahar al-Razi and Ishaq ibn Ammar
al-Sayrafy who told me, "Aba Abdullah Ja’far ibn Muhammad As-Sadiq
(MGB) wrote the following to Abdullah ibn al-Hassan - May God be pleased
with him - while he and his family were being taken to prison.

"In the name of Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. To the righteous savior
and the pure offspring from my brother and cousins. If some calamities have
happened to you and your family members who are being taken to prison along
with you, you should know that you are not the only ones who are distressed. |
am also seriously distressed and worried and feel the extent of this calamity.

However, consider the Command of God to His Prophet (MGB) when He says,
"Now await in patience the command of thy Lord: for verily thou art in Our
eyes...” And when He says, “So wait with patience for the Command of thy
Lord, and be not like the Companion of the Fish...”> And when Hamzih was
murdered, God told His Prophet (MGB), “And if ye do catch them out, catch
them out no worse than they catch you out: But if ye show patience, that is
indeed the best (course) for those who are patient.”® And the Prophet (MGB)
was patient and did not punish his murderer. And when He says, “Enjoin prayer
on thy people, and be constant therein. We ask thee not to provide sustenance:
We provide it for thee. But the (fruit of) the Hereafter is for righteousness.”
When He says, ""Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To God! We belong,
and to Him is our return". And when He says, “They are those on whom
(Descend) blessings from Allah, and Mercy, and they are the ones that receive

! The Holy Qur’an: The Mount 52:48.
2 The Holy Qur’an: The Pen 68:48.

® The Holy Qur’an: The Bee 16:126.
* The Holy Qur’an: TA-Ha 20:132.
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guidance."*And When He says, "...those who patiently persevere will truly
receive a reward without measure!"? Lugman told his son, "...and bear with
patient constancy whatever betide You; for this is firmness (of purpose) in (the
conduct of) affairs."® When He says, "Said Moses to his people: "Pray for help
from Allah, and (wait) in patience and constancy: for the earth is Allah's, to
give as a heritage to such of His servants as He pleaseth; and the good end is
for the righteous.”™ When He says, "Except such as have Faith, and do
righteous deeds, and (join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and of
Patience and Constancy."> When He says, "Then will he be of those who
believe, and enjoin patience, (constancy, and self-restraint), and enjoin deeds of
kindness and compassion."® When He says, "Be sure we shall test you with
something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the fruits (of your
toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere."” When He says,
"How many of the Prophets fought (in Allah's way), and with them (fought)
large bands of godly men? But they never lost heart if they met with disaster in
Allah's way, nor did they weaken (in will) nor give in. And Allah Loves those
who are firm and steadfast."® ", for men and women who are patient and
constant,”® And when He says, "and be patient and constant, till Allah do
decide: for He is the best to decide."'°There are many other such examples
from the Holy Qur’an.

O' uncle and cousin! Indeed the Almighty God never cares about the calamities
and troubles that His Friends experience in this world. Nothing is more loved by
God than patience that accompanies troubles and calamities. The Blessed the
Sublime God never cares about the blessings of this world either. Were it not
so, God's enemies would have not killed His Friends, would have not frightened
them or restricted them while God's enemies are safe, in peace and have control
over His Friends. Were it no so, Zakariya (MGB) would not have been killed
and John (MGB)"* would not have hidden due to oppression by one born of

! The Holy Qur’an: Baqara 2:156-157.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Zumar 39:10.
® The Holy Qur’an: Lugman 31:17.

* The Holy Qur’an: Al-A'raf 7:128.

® The Holy Qur’an: Al-Asr 103:3.

® The Holy Qur’an: Al-Balad 90:17.

" The Holy Qur’an: Baqara 2:155.

8 The Holy Qur’an: Al-i-Imran 3:146.
® The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ahzab 33:35.
1% The Holy Qur’an: Yunus 10:109.
1 yahya
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adultery. Were it not so, your grandfather Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) who wanted
to carry out the Honorable the Exalted God's Commands would not have been
oppressively killed and your uncle Al-Hussein ibn Fatimah (MGB) would not
have been oppressively martyred.

Were it not so the Honorable the Exalted God would not have said the
following in His Book, "And were it not that (all) men might become of one
(evil) way of life, We would provide, for everyone that blasphemes against
(Allah) Most Compassionate, silver roofs for their houses and (silver) stairways
on which to go up."* Were it not so as He said in His Book, "Do they think that
because We have granted them abundance of wealth and sons We would hasten
them on in every good? Nay, they do not understand."?

Were it not so, the following would not be narrated in traditions, "If the
believers did not get distressed, | would have given the atheists an iron head
band to wear so that they never get a headache."

Were it not so, the following would not be narrated in traditions, "The world is
not even worth the wing of a mosquito to God." Were it not so, God would not
even give one sip of water to the atheists. Were it not so, the following would
not be narrated in traditions, "If a believer is on top of a hill, God would send
him an atheist or a hypocrite to bother him."

Were it not so, the following would not be narrated in traditions, "When God
likes some people or some person, He sends calamities to them one after
another, and would make them feel sorrow after another sorrow."

Were it not so, the following would not be narrated in traditions, "Two things
are most loved by the Honorable the Exalted God for His servants to do in this
world. One is for a believer to quench his wrath, and the other is to be patient
for the sake of God in face of calamities." Were it not so the Prophet's
companions never prayed for those who oppressed them to have a long life,
physical health, increased wealth and many children. Were it not so we would
not have heard the following narration, "Anyone for whom God's Prophet
(MGB) prayed to attain God's Mercy and asked for his forgiveness was
martyred."

O' uncle, cousin, cousins and brothers! | advise you to be patient, content,
submitted to God,

and be patient with His Destination, adhere to His obedience and abide by His

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Zukhruf 43:33.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Muminun 23:55-56.
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Commands.

May God grant you and us patience. May God grant you and us rewards and
prosperity and save you and us from all dangers by His Might and Power.
Indeed He is All-hearing, All-near! And may God bestow blessings on His
chosen creatures - the Prophet Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB)."
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The above was precisely reported from its original book written in the year 448
A.H. hand-written by Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Mahjinab al-Bazzaz. It should be
noted that here Abdullah ibn al-Hassan is referred to as 'the good servant' and
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the above includes the prayers of the Divine Leader As-Sadiq (MGB) for him
and his cousin to attain prosperity. This indicates their good relations with each
other. This also indicates that the excuse of the people being taken to jail was
acceptable for As-Sadiq (MGB) and they were all admired by him (MGB) and
knew his love for them.

Of course in some books it is reported that they had separated from the Divine
Leaders (MGB). This could be due to concealment of faith so that their
criticisms were not ascribed to the Pure Divine Leaders (MGB). Many
narrations including the following indicate that they knew the truth and testified
to it.

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to Abil Abbas Ahmad
ibn Nasr ibn Sa’ed in an old copy of the book Al-Rijal, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Abd ibn Sa’eed al-Kundi, "I went to see Abi
Abdullah As-Sadig (MGB).

He (MGB) asked, "Do you know anything about those members of the family
of Al-Hassan (MGB) who departed me?" | knew about them but the Imam
(MGB) did not like that we report it without being asked.

I said, "1 hope God would grant them well-being." He (MGB) said, "Were are
they and where is well-being?" Then he (MGB) cried loud and we all started to
cry. Then he (MGB) said, "My father (MGB) said that Fatimah - the daughter of
Al-Hussein (MGB) had heard her father (MGB) say, "Several of your children
shall be killed next to the Euphrates or will suffer calamities. None of those
before them reach them and none of those who shall come after them can reach
them." No one but them had remained from the children of Fatimah - the
daughter of Al-Hussein (MGB).

This narration that has been reported with several authentic documents is a clear
proof of the praise of those children of Al-Hassan (MGB) who were arrested
and died and were taken to the Almighty God with Prosperity and Honor.

The following is narrated on the authority of Abul Faraj al-Isfahany, on the
authority of Yahya ibn Abdullah who was amongst those in prison but survived,
on the authority of Abdullah ibn Fatimah, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of his grandmother Fatimah (MGB) - daughter of God's Prophet
(MGB), on the authority of God's Prophet (MGB), "Seven of my grandchildren
will be buried next to the Euphrates. None of those before them reach them and
none of those who shall come after them can reach them.” Yahya ibn Abdullah
said, "l told Abdullah ibn Fatimah that we were eight people." He said, "I do not
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know why." However, when they opened the doors of the prison, they saw that
all but me have died. | had a little bit of energy left. They gave me some water
to drink and took me out of the prison. This is how I survived."

The following is another narration that indicates their knowledge of the truth is
what Ahmad ibn Ibrahim reported in Al-Masabih through a chain of documents.
Some people asked the following question from Abdullah ibn Al-Hassan when
he was sitting in a carriage and was being taken to prison. "O' son of God’s
Prophet (MGB)! Is your son Muhammad al-Mehdi?" he replied, "Muhammad
shall rise from there (while pointing to Medina) like a bull who cleans his nose
until he dies. Whenever you hear that Al-Mathur has risen from Khurasan you
should know that he is your Divine Leader (MGB)!"

Here, there seems to be a misspelling in the word Al-Mathur® and it could have
been Al-Mutur?. Anyway;, this also indicates that they knew the truth.

The following is narrated through a chain of documents to my grandfather Abi
Ja’far al-Tusi narrated on the authority of Jama'a, on the authority of Harun ibn
Musa al-Talakbari, on the authority of Ibn Humam, on the authority of Jamil, on
the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Ismail, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Riah, on
the authority of Abil Faraj Aban ibn Muhammad — known as Al-Sindi, “One
year when Abu Abdullah As-Sadiq (MGB) was performing the Hajj pilgrimage,
he (MGB) went to the Ka’ba and sat there with Abdullah ibn al-Hassan on the
right, Hassan ibn Hassan on the left and Ja’far ibn Hassan in the back. Then
Iban ibn Kasir al-Basry came to him (MGB) and said, “O’ Aba Abdullah!” And
he (MGB) said, “Yes.” He did this three times. (Or he said, “O’ Ja’far!) Then
Abu Abdullah As-Sadiq (MGB) said, “O’ Aba Kasir! What do you want?” Aba
Kasir said, “I found in one of my books that there shall rise a man who will be
torn into pieces of a rock!” Abu Abdullah (MGB) replied, “O’ Aba Kasir! Your
book is false! It is as I tell you. I swear by God that it is as if | can see him. He
has thin and wounded legs, big stomach, a tiny neck and a big head! He stands
right there at this corner of the Ka’ba (referring to Rukn Yamani) and he
hinders the people from circumambulating around the Ka’ba while the people
fear him. Then, God shall bring a man from my progeny (pointing to himself)
that shall seize him and kill him just like 'Ad, Thamud and Pharaoh - the Lord
of Stakes.” Then Abdullah ibn Hassan said, “I swear by God that he is telling
the truth!” Then all of them acknowledged it. Does this not refer to the fact that

! The one who has remained
2 One whose revenge is taken
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they knew about the Riser Al-Mehdi (MGB)" and the true Shiah religion and
were pious?

The following is reported in another narration. The children of Al-Hassan
(MGB) did not believe that any one of them who rises is the Al-Mehdi! They
did not believe that the first one to rise in their family or the first of them called

Al-Mehdi shall not be Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn al-Hassan (MGB).

Yahya ibn al-Hassan al-Husseini mentioned in Al-Amali, on the authority of
Tahir ibn Ubayd, Ibrahim ibn Abdullah ibn al-Hassan, on the authority of
Ibrahim ibn Abdullah ibn al-Hassan (MGB) that he was asked about his brother
Muhammad, "Is he the awaited Al-Mehdi?"

He replied, "Indeed Al-Mehdi is a promise of God the Sublime to His Prophet
(MGB). He promised that He would establish Al-Mehdi from his Progeny who

is not called by his name and his time of coming is not known. My brother
adhered to his responsibility to enjoin to do good and admonish
against evil for the sake of God. If the Sublime God wills to let him be
the awaited Al-Mehdi, this would be due to God's Favor which He
bestows on whomever He Wills. Still, if God does not do so, my
brother did not sit waiting for the time to come for which he was not
responsible.”

He also narrated the following in a few sections back in Al-Amali on the
authority of Abi Khaled al-Vasety that Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn al-Hassan
said, "O' Aba Khalid! I will rise and am sure to be killed!" Then he expressed
his reasons for rising despite knowing that he would be killed. All of these
indicate that they adhered to God and the Prophet (MGB).

Ahmad ibn Ibrahim reported the narration that Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn al-
Hassan knew about being killed in Al-Masabih.
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Section 15 On What to End the Day of Ashura With

Here what to end the day of Ashura with and the loyalty needed for man is
discussed. The end of the day of Ashura has been the time when the surviving
women and children of Al-Hussein's family were captives in the hands of the
enemies and they were all in grief, sorrow and crying. This day ended in such a
state of belittlement and grief that | am not able to put in writing. They spent
that night in a condition that they had lost their men and their supporters. They
were lonely when they stayed there and were being taken away later. The
enemies made their utmost effort to disown them, turn away from them and
belittle them so as to get closer to Umar ibn Sa'ed who had abandoned the
religion, turned the Prophet's grandchildren into orphans and hurt their feelings.
They also wanted to get closer to Ubaydullah ibn Zyad, Zindig, and the head of
the enemies Yazid ibn Muavia.

| read the following in Al-Masabih through a chain of documents on the
authority of Ja'far ibn Muhammad As-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his
father Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Bagir (MGB),

that he had asked Abi Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB) about how they were
delivered in captivity? He (MGB) said, "They put me on a camel
without any saddle and moved me ahead of everyone with the head of
Al-Hussein (MGB) on a spear. The women were carried on donkeys
without saddles who moved in the back. The armed guard who were
holding their spears were moving around us. They hit anyone who
shed any tears for the head with their spears. When we reached
Damascus, someone said in a loud voice, "O' people of Sham! These
are the captives of the damned family!"

| hope that it is not such that if your parents or other beloved ones suffers from
such calamities would be very hard for you, but the suffering of these noble
people whose rank you know is easy for you.

So stand up near the end of the day of Ashura, express greetings for the Prophet
(MGB), our master - the Commander of the Faithful Ali (MGB), our master Al-
Hassan ibn Ali (MGB), our master Fatimah al-Zahra (MGB), and their pure
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family (MGB).

Express your condolences with a sad heart and tearful eyes for their suffering.
Then ask them and the Almighty God to excuse you for your shortcomings in
performing what you must have performed. Ask God to forgive you for not
having done what you should have done in mourning for them since it is
unlikely for you to be able to fully perform the mourning rituals the way they
deserve to be. Let all your movements and actions be focused on mourning over
these calamities and servitude to the Almighty God. Seek proximity to the
Almighty God this way and ask them and ask God for what they demand of you
and what you need even if you do not know what you need yourself. They can
bestow on you things that you ask for according to their ranks, and they can
treat you with kindness regarding what you do not ask for.

If you are asked why do the Shiah mourn so much from the first day of
Muharram until the tenth day, but do not do so after the day of Ashura while the
martyrdom of Al-Hussein (MGB) occurred on the day of Ashura: Is it not better
to mourn after the day of Ashura? In response you should say that the reason
behind mourning during the first ten days of Muharram is the sufferings and the
calamities that they experienced. However, once he (MGB) was martyred on the
tenth day, he (MGB) is subject to the following verse of the holy Qur’an in
which God the Sublime said, "Think not of those who are slain in Allah's way as
dead. Nay, they live, finding their sustenance in the presence of their Lord. They
rejoice in the bounty provided by Allah. And with regard to those left behind,
who have not yet joined them (in their bliss), the (Martyrs) glory in the fact that
on them is no fear, nor have they (cause to) grieve."*

Thus, since they have attained prosperity with martyrdom and have become
happy, we should also join them in this happiness after their martyrdom so that
Wwe may attain prosperity.
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Section 16 On Deeds at the Time of Eating on the Day of Ashura

Beware that as we said before the day of Ashura is for mourning and we should
not eat food or drink until later during that day when we may eat some of his
holy dirt along with your food and say the supplications that were previously
reported in the first volume. You should also recite the following supplications.
“O' my God! We stopped eating and drinking since the family of the Prophet
were fighting and in grief. But now it is time for their martyrdom and their
transfer to the everlasting world having attained ranks of prosperity and
martyrdom.” They are covered by the glad tidings of the following verses, "So
(give) glory to God!, when ye reach eventide and when ye rise in the morning;
Yea, to Him be praise, in the heavens and on earth; and in the late afternoon
and when the day begins to decline. It is He Who brings out the living from the
dead, and brings out the dead from the living, and Who gives life to the earth
after it is dead: and thus shall ye be brought out (from the dead)."* We agree
with them and eat food now that they are being fed in the House of Pleasure to
be supportive of them. Let this be a cause of freeing of our necks and joining
them in the ranks of the righteous by Your Mercy! O' the Most Compassionate,
Most Merciful!”
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Section 17 On Tasks for the Twenty-First Day and Night and the
Twenty-Eighth Day of Muharram

The following is about the month of Muharram narrated based on documents on
the authority of our Sheikh al-Mufid— may God be pleased with him - from
Hada'ig al-Riaz. On its twenty- first night that happened to be a Thursday night
of the third year after migration, Fatimah (MGB) - the daughter of the Prophet
of God (MGB) was married off to the Commander of the Faithful Ali (MGB).

The Shiah narrators have reported many news of this holy marriage. Here, I
shall suffice to one narration by Al-Khatib who is the author of Tarikh-i-
Baghdad who is clearly an enemy of the Household of the Prophet (MGB). In
the eighth volume of his book and in the section on the biography of Ahmad ibn
Ramiah, he reports the following through a chain of documents on the authority
of Ibn Abbas, "When Fatimah (MGB) was married off to Ali (MGB), the
Prophet (MGB) was in front of them, Gabriel was on their right hand side,
Michael was on their left-hand side, and seventy-thousand angels followed them
while glorifying and praising God until dawn."

Thus, it is best for man to turn to God the Almighty on this night and seek
proximity to God by doing good deeds. It was on this night that the seeds of
Divine Wisdom and Prophetic Mercy were planted by the Leaders (MGB) of
the land and the Proofs of God. You should pray on this night for the fulfillment
of all your minor and major needs by imploring the many great secrets that are
hidden in this night.

You should also note that when | ran across the report by Sheikh al-
Mufid Muhammad ibn Al-Nu’man - may the Almighty God grant him mercy
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and Paradise - that Fatimah (MGB) and our master Ali (MGB) - the
Commander of the Faithful got married on the twenty-first night of Muharram |
was about to get confused about the narrations | had seen about this issue.
However, when the twenty-first night of Muharram of the year 655 A.D. came |
was in my house in Mugayidieh in Baghdad. | told my family members about
this narration and those who were with me and asked them to act accordingly.
This is a long story. Anyway, | sat down to study the book Tazbil - Ala Tarikh
by Muhammad ibn al-Najjar. | decided to pick the narrations that were about
this issue. Suddenly I noticed an interesting narration about the marriage of
Fatimah (MGB) and Ali (MGB) that included points about the nobility of God
and the Household of the Prophet (MGB). Then | told myself this may be a
form of verification of the viewpoint of Sheikh al-Mufid and his report. Thus,
this could be the wedding night of Fatimah (MGB) and Ali (MGB) since | do
not remember having become informed of this before in this way. Thus, | ask
God to protect me and to grant me success and report that narration here.

In that narration | saw that the details of the wedding of our great

grandmother Fatimah (MGB) reported by the followers of the four
sects.

Al-Sheikh Muhammad ibn al-Najjar who was the elder of the narrators at the
Al-Mustansariya school in Baghdad reported the following. Caliph Al-
Mu'tasem - may God grant him the best reward - had donated a copy of the
book Tazbil - Ala Tarikh to his father's Caravan boarding house. In this copy
that is the tenth volume of Tazbil - Ala Tarikh by Ahmad ibn Sabit who has also
authored Tarikh-i-Baghdad he has written the following.

The following has been reported in the biography of Abul Tayib Al-Shahid
Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Dal'lal from Samira. Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-
Atroosh narrated on the authority of Abi Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn
David al-Azudy, on the authority of Abul Hassan Ali ibn Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Bazzaz and Abu Muhammad al-Hassan ibn
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Faham al-Samerian, on the authority of Abu Ali Zia
ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Ali and Abu Hamid Abdullah ibn Muslim ibn Sabit and
Yusuf ibn al-Mayal ibn Kamil, on the authority of Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn
Abdulbagi al-Bazzaz, on the authority of Abul Hussein Muhammad ibn Ahmad
al-Barsi - May God be pleased with him — narrated that the judge from Halab
Abul Hassan Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Sameri narrated on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Shahid known as Al-
Dal'lal, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad known as Al-Taroosh, on
the authority of Abu Amru Suleiman ibn Abi Ma'shar al-Jaraby, on the
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authority of Suleiman ibn Abdul Rahman on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Abdul Rahman, on the authority of Asma - the daughter of Vasalat ibn al-
Asga'‘a, on the authority of Asma - the daughter of Amis al-Khas'amia, on the
authority of my master Fatima (MGB), "One night when | went to see Ali ibn
Abi Talib (MGB), | became afraid when | was sleeping in the bed." Asma - the
daughter of Amis al-Khas'amia said, "O' master of the ladies! Why did you
become afraid?" Fatima (MGB) relied, "I heard that Ali (MGB) and the earth
were talking with each other."

I made it to the morning and told this to my father (MGB) while | was
still frightened. The Prophet (MGB) made a long prostration, and then
he (MGB) raised his head up and said, "O' Fatima! | give you the gald
tidings of having a pure progeny! Indeed God has favored your husband
over all His other creatures and has ordered the earth to report whatever
happens from the east to the west to Ali (MGB)."

This was the exact narration that | saw.

And the acceptance of the fasting of this day is sure just as our Sheikh al-Mufid
—may God be pleased with him - who is honest and trustworthy has said and we
can trust him and act accordingly.

Thus, you should fast on this day to thank the Honorable the Exalted God and
remember His Especial days. Indeed the Almighty God wants the sincere ones
to remember God's especial days and has said, "...and teach them to remember
the Days of Allah..."™
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! The Holy Qur’an: Ibrahim 14:5.
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Section 18 On the Twenty-Eight Day of Muharram

Beware that on the twenty-eighth day of Muharram on a Monday in the year
656

Malikularz conquered Baghdad on Monday the 28th day of Muharram of the
year 656 A.H. At that time, I lived in my house in Mugayidieh in Baghdad.
Thus, the Prophetic predictions and narrations all turned into reality. We spent a
dreadful night in fear of the terrible things that could happen to us. However,
the Almighty God saved us from all those dreadful events and were constantly
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under His Protection and were seeing the realization of Prophetic predictions.
Then, in the month of Safar Malikularz put me in charge of the Alavites, the
scholars and the saints and sent nearly 1000 people with me in addition to the
guards who accompanied us and we safely moved to Hella. Thus, | pledged to
myself to say two units of prayers and say good supplications for Malikularz for
gratitude on this day every year to be saf

e from dangers and to acknowledge our great grandfather Muhammad (MGB)
who had given the news of what shall come in the future.

The government of the Abbasids was destroyed on this day as it was expressed
by our Master Ali (MGB) and was known by the people. It is best to end the
month of Muharram as reported before in similar cases and ask God not to
abandon our support at the end of this month. It should be mentioned that this
section was added after compiling the book.
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