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“One of the rights of a Muslim over another Muslim is
that be should visit bis grave.”

Imam Jafar al-Sadiq *=2
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Remembering the
Deceased

One gift of the recitation of Surah al-Fatiha or a two
rak‘at salat is worth more to a deceased person than
we can ever imagine, and if possible, they would offer
the entire world in exchange for it!

The following tradition is recorded in Jami* al-
Akbbar from one of the companions of Prophet
Muhammad .

One day, speaking to his companions, the Prophet
# said: “Give presents to your deceased.”

The people asked him: “O Messenger of Allah,
what should we give as presents to our deceased?”

“You should present them alms and supplications,”
instructed the Prophet .

He added: “Every Friday, the souls of the believers

descend to the lowest sky directly above their houses,
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and each one of them cries out with sad tones and
weeps saying: ‘O my family members! O my sons! O
my father! O my mother! O my relatives! Be kind to
us, may Allah have mercy upon you, by presenting us
with some of that which we possessed! Now, woe and
perdition are to us while the benefits are to others!”

The Prophet # went on to say, “Each one of the
deceased then cries out to his relatives saying: ‘Be
kind to us by giving as alms (even if it be) a dirham, a
loaf of bread, or some clothing (to the needy) so that
Almighty Allah will dress you with the garments of
Paradise.””

The companions present said that the Prophet
# then wept so heavily that he could not continue
talking, and we also wept, and he then said: “Those
are your brothers-in-faith. They became rotten dust
after the pleasure and bliss (of this world). They
now express grief and lamentation saying: ‘Woe be

to us! Had we given all that we had as alms, seeking
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Almighty Allah’s pleasure and in obedince to Him, we
would not have been in need of you.” They then return
with regret and grief, calling out: ‘Hurry up in giving
alms for the reward of the deceased!”

The Prophet # is also reported to have said:
“Whatever alms you give on behalf of a deceased
person, an angel will take that in a plate of light while
it is shining, to the seventh sky. He will then stop at
the brink of a ditch and say: ‘Peace be upon you, O
inhabitants of the graves! Your people have gifted you
this present.” As the angel enters the grave with that
alms, the graves are extended for their inhabitants.
Verily, whoever dedicates alms to a deceased will
be given rewards by the Almighty Allah that are
as great as the mountain of Uhud. On the Day of
Resurrection, he will be placed under the shadow
of Almighty Allah’s Throne when there shall be no
shadow except His. Due to that alms, the person will

be saved in one’s lifetime and even after death.”
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It has been mentioned in the books of history that
the governor of Khurasan, Iran was seen in a dream
saying: “Send to me the leftovers that you give to the
dogs, because I am in urgent need of those (acts of
goodness)!”

In conclusion, visiting the graves of the believers
brings about an abundant reward, in addition to many
other advantages such as: it guides an individual into
the need to maintain religion; it helps to draw the
attention to the reality of our temporary, worldly
lives; it encourages a detachment from worldly
pleasures and to only use this world as much as is
required, and it instills a desire for the hereafter.

Visiting the graves of our dearly departed loved
ones is a highly recommended act for those who
are overly attached to this world or those who are
extremely distressed.

A true intelligent person is the one who learns

lessons from visiting the graves, strips oneself of the
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excessive sweetness of this worldly life, and changes
its sweet taste into bitterness.

In addition, when one ponders over the inevitable
end of this life and the continuous changes which
occur within it; when they remember that very soon,
they too will be just like the inhabitants of the graves
- unable to do any good deed, and one day they too
will be a lesson for others to learn from, this will
grant humbleness and humility to the individual

O Allah, instill happiness in the spirits of the
inhabitants of the grave!

Making the Deceased Happy

How can we make those who are no longer with us
“happy”?

Is there such a thing as this?

What kind of things make those who have left this
world “happy”?

Let us reflect on the following traditions (abadith):
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1. Imam Jafar al-Sadiq *=: was asked: “Is it possible to
recite prayers for the departed ones [and for them to
earn the reward of them]?” He replied, “Yes” and he
added: “Surely the deceased rejoices when he is pitied
and forgiveness is sought for him, just as a living

person rejoices upon receiving a gift.”

2. The Noble Prophet # once passed by the grave
of a person who had been buried the previous day
and he saw the family members around the grave,
weeping. Observing this he said: “Indeed, two small
rak‘at of prayer which you consider insignificant is
more lovable to the inhabitant of this grave than your

world in its entirety.”

3. Prophet Muhammad # is reported to have said:
“Indeed, the gifts (from the living) for the deceased

are supplications (du‘a), and the seeking of forgiveness

1. Al-Mabhajjat al-Bayda, vol. 8, pg. 292.
2. Tanbib al-Kbawatir, pg. 453.
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for their sins (istighfar).”

4. Imam Ali ibn Musa al-Ridha *& is reported to
have said: “Whosoever of God’s servants visits the
grave of a believer and recites Surah al-Qadr (ch. 97)
seven times, Allah will forgive that person and the

inhabitant of the grave.™

5. The Prophet of Islam # is reported to have said:
“Whosoever passes by some graves and recites Surah
al-Tkhlas (ch. 112) eleven times, and gifts its rewards
to the deceased, that person will be granted a reward
proportional to the number of the deceased (in that

graveyard).”

6. Imam Jafar al-Sadiq *2 is reported to have said:
“Prayers, fasting, pilgrimage, charity (sadaga), good
deeds, and du'a reach the deceased in their graves,

and the reward for these actions is written for both

3. Al-Mabajjat al-Bayda, vol. 8, pg. 292.
4. Man la Yabdurub al-Fagqib, vol. 1.
5. Mustadrak al-Wasaa’il.
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the doer and the deceased.”

7. Imam Jafar al-Sadiq #2 is reported to have said:
“Whosoever among the Muslims does a good
action for a deceased person, Allah will reward
that individual manifold, and will also permit the

deceased to benefit from that action.”

Therefore, as we pray for the deceased to attain ease
in the intermediate realm (barzakh), we must also
try to perform those actions which will grant them
happiness - those specific things that have been
taught to us by the Prophet #£ and the Ahl al-Bayt
22 in addition to humbly praying to Almighty Allah
to accept our deeds, and grant the rewards of our
actions to the departed souls.

Whenever we are fortunate to visit a graveyard in
which the believers are buried, let us remember all of
the Muslims buried there - even those whom we do

not know - and make supplication for all of them.
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Visiting the Graves of the
Believers

The trustworthy Shaykh Jafar ibn Qawlawayh al-
Qummi quotes Amr ibn Uthman al-Razi as saying
that he heard Imam Musa ibn Jafar al-Kadhim =
saying: “Whoever is unable to visit us (the Ahl al-
Bayt), should visit our righteous followers. If one does
so, then they will be granted the reward of visiting
us. Likewise, whoever is unable to connect to us, may
connect with our righteous adherents. When one does
so, they will also be granted the reward of connecting
with us.”

In another tradition, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Yahya al-Ashari is reported to have said: “I was in
Fayd (a stop on the way to Makkah) accompanied
by Ali ibn Bilal, and we were visiting the grave of
Muhammad ibn Ismail ibn Buzaygh. Ali said to me:
‘The one buried in this grave told me that Imam Ali
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ibn Musa al-Ridha *2 said: “Whoever comes to the
graves of his brother-in-faith, puts his hand on the
grave, directs his face towards the giblah and recites
Surah al-Qadr (ch. 97) seven times - will be secured
on the great day of fright (the Day of Judgement).””

From the apparent reading of this tradition, we
understand that security on the Day of Resurrection
will be for the person who recites that chapter of the
Quran - although it is possible that the one meant by
the tradition who will receive security on that difhicult
day will be the one who is being visited in the grave.

This meaning is supported by a report from the
late Sayyid Ibn Tawoos who quotes a tradition in
which it is reported that Almighty Allah revealed to
Prophet Isa ¥ saying: “O Isa, devote to Me tears of
your eyes and reverence of your heart. Darken your
eyes with the stick of sadness when the idle ones
laugh. Stop at the graves of the dead ones and call

on them with a mournful tone so that you may learn
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lessons from them, and say to them: ‘T shall join you

along with all of those who will join you.”
According to another tradition, the best thing

to be said whenever one passes by a graveyard is the

following supplication:

o 2”7 . L4 A
1551 u‘@»b;wb Uy L»GJ »GU
O Allah, turn them to that which they had turned to, and

gather and resurrect them with those whom they loved.

Another tradition states that Muhammad ibn Muslim
asked Imam Jafar ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq #2:
“Should we visit the deceased?”

“Yes, you should,” replied the Imam.

“Will they know about us when we visit them?”
asked Muhammad ibn Muslim.

“Yes, I swear by Allah,” said the Imam %, “they
know about you, feel happy with that, and find

comfort with your visits.”
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“What should we say when we visit them?” asked
Muhammad.

The Imam answered: “You should say the following

words:
a3 ssen s 08 591 3ls 24l

Al osals Blas, A 22335 3651530
« 25 ’/5/ 2, 2
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O Allab, prevent the earth from barming them; take their
souls up to You; increase Your pleasure of them; and make
part of Your mercy dwell with them so that You save them
from loneliness and entertain their isolation. Verily, You

have power over all things.
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In Kamil al-Ziyarah, it is reported that Abd al-
Rahman ibn Abu Abdillah asked Imam Jafar ibn
Muhammad al-Sadiq #2 to teach him how to put
his hands on the graves of the Muslims when he visits
the graveyard to supplicate for the departed people.

Teaching him, Imam Jafar al-Sadiq #2 put his
own hand on the ground while facing the giblah and
recited a supplication.

Through an authentic chain of authority, Abdullah
ibn Sinan has reported that he asked Imam Jafar
ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq * to teach him how to
greet the inhabitants in the graveyard. The Imam

replied that he should say the following words:

>
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Peace be upon all of those [in this graveyard] from amongst
the believeing men and women. You have preceded us, and

when Allab wills, we will join you as well.

Imam Husayn ibn Ali %2 is reported to have said
that whoever enters a graveyard and says the following
words, Almighty Allah will record for him rewards
that are as many as the creatures from the time of
Prophet Adam #2 up to the coming of the final
Hour of Resurrection:

z 2 £5 _ _ bz
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O Allab, the Creator, the Nourisher, and the Protector of
these souls whose stay in this world was temporary, whose
bodies have decomposed, whose bones have rotted, and who
left this world while they had faith in You. Grant them
bhappiness from You and convey greetings of peace to them

from me.

Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib %2 is reported to have said
that whoever enters a graveyard and says the following
words, Almighty Allah will grant him the reward of
fifty years of worship, and will erase from him and his
parents the punishment of fifty years of wrongdoings:
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Peace be upon the people of the creed of Divine Unity
(Tawheed) who said: La ilaba illallah (there is no god but
Allah), from those of us who follow the creed of La ilaba
illallah. O those who follow the creed of La ilaba illallah! By
the sake of La ilaba illallab! How do you find the result of
having followed the creed of La ilaba illallah? (That result
which comes) from One who there is no god but He (Allah).
O Allab — the One who there is no god but You! By the
sake of La ilaba illallab! Forgive those who follow the creed
of La ilaba illallab, and resurrect us along with those who
believe in and say: There is no god but Allab, Mubammad
is the Messenger of Allah, and Ali is the beloved of Allah.

In Misbah al-Zair of Sayyid Ibn Tawoos, it states:
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“When you decide to visit the graves of the believers,
you should plan to go on a Thursday; otherwise, you
can visit them on any other day of the week. When
you go to the grave, turn your face towards the giblah,
put your hand on the grave, and say the following

words:

5
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O Allab, bave mercy on his separation, take away his
loneliness, relieve bis fear, let Your mercy be a companion
in his grave - such mercy that will make him free of need

of mercy from anyone other than You, and join him with
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whoever he used to love and follow.

Then you should recite Surah al-Qadr (ch. 97) seven
times, and follow it up by saying:

é@L&eus‘,&e&%é@&ﬁ@%i&Y
2l 52l 5. 81,8, S, 2gils 3451531
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O Allah, do not let them be comfortable simply lying on
their sides on the earth, (but rather) elevate their souls to
You, grant them Your pleasure, give them from Your mercy
what will serve as a companion to their loneliness, and what

will relieve their fear, indeed You are capable of all things.

The method and rewards of visiting the graves of the
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believers has been demonstrated in another tradition
reported from Fudayl who said: “A person who recites
Surah al-Qadr (ch. 97) at the grave of a believer seven
times, Almighty Allah will send an angel to him who
will worship Him (Allah) next to that grave, and the
reward of all of the devotional acts which are done by
that angel will be recorded for the deceased. When
Allah raises that person from the grave, He will make
easy for him all of the horrors which he will have to
pass through until he is allowed to enter Paradise.
Along with Surah al-Qadr (ch. 97), Surah al-Fatiha
(ch. 1), Surah al-Tawheed (ch. 112), Surah al-Falaq
(ch. 113), Surah al-Naas (ch. 114), and Ayat al-Kursi
(ch. 2, verse 255) should also be also recited - three
times each.”

Sayyid Ibn Tawoos then added the following
statement: “While you are in the graveyard, you
should recite Surah al-Tawheed (ch. 112) eleven times
and dedicate the reward of it to the deceased. It has
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been reported that Allah will reward the one who
does this with a reward equivalent to the number of
deparated souls in that graveyard.”

In Kamil al-Ziyarab Imam Jafar ibn Muhammad
al-Sadiq #2 is quoted as having said: “If you visit your
deceased before sunrise, they will hear and reply you;
and if you visit them after sunrise, they will hear you
but they will not (be able to) reply you.”

In the collection of Shaykh al-Shaheed, the
Prophet # is reported to have said: “Whoever repeats
the following words at a grave three times, Almighty
Allah will remove the chastisement from the deceased

one in that grave on the Resurrection Day:
Y &1 u# Jis uF u; aftaf &y a4
w /” ‘u‘a : ’»

O Allab, I ask You in the name of Mubammad and the
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family of Mubammad not to torment this deceased person.

Graveyard Etiquette

In regards to showing respect to the sanctity of a
graveyard, Prophet Muhammad # has said: “If I have
to walk over the burning desert, on fire, or to place
my foot on the edge of a sharp sword, I would prefer
those to trampling on the grave of a Muslim.”

The Prophet # also said the following to Imam Ali
%2 “O Ali! Allah considers a few things undesirable
for my followers ... one of them is laughing while in

»
a graveyard.

Reciting of the Noble Quran

Although any chapter of the Quran can be recited
on a grave with its reward being dedicated to the
deceased, there are certains chapters and passages

which are highly recommended to be recited.
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The following are some of the portions of the
Quran which should be recited while in a graveyard,

and specifically at a grave that you are visiting.

Surah al-Fatiha

Recite three times:
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Surah al-Qadr

Recite three times:
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Ayat al-Kursi®

Recite three times:

e I [P
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6. Although Ayat al-Kursi is just the one verse, 255 of Surah al-Baqarah,
however in many of the abadith from the Ahl al-Bayt 22t we have been ad-
vised to complete its recitation by adding verses 256 and 257 as well.
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Recite three times:
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Surah al-Naas

Recite three times:

@w@‘jéi%-‘&é

Surah Yaseen

NS IRSHIPVP

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 35



I 8RB SAT 9 85 © s
Jo8 0yl Lo 0 © b2
530l U5 508 ) el 53l
8155 280 0,dat 08 50
EEEIGRIER O PR RS SR,

/’S«

— uLBSBI\ J\ B SUET 13

36 Knocking on Heaven’s Door



. :‘; /? < /;"5 /5 }7~.£7 /’E
& L (Pt W <o - LI L7 -

AN P G S TIN TR
) £ = .. . j,’.J_EAQ.; - .

b S A N BRGNS U P
2 _ . o o > £ % w}/
u;g_;A )3\_6‘& [3 3_‘,\:.49-\ sS* 9

Sy U B S JUY
el iy @ ool e
- = Z 25-%5 -2 51 2 3t
\}kagﬁ_}@t_s)'p\_@ﬁ&(}w 3)
VB I6 @ o od e T

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 37




SRARUREEINEIEAECELE
U s M\)Juuﬁyb;y\ﬁ
TN Ule Uy 8 Gplzdl 2 2

;,jod;;‘:_’%u;;mjg;j@@wr
SRR PEN SRS PN Iy
; B, 6 2

L @ b0 20 355 8l 5 L8583
fudug-w-nuww\w
A AR RN R

38 Knocking on Heaven’s Door

—¥\

b

.
\S[




~o

Fan N3, Ol A zass e
oo V3 U2 P SR iy
i 04 42 sl
it J—”‘J—duﬁwb r—(=-’f

\_Jj\\_nj @NJQ\U_ALS_L;’;)L})

S~ o g e
SN 50 ad e e id (e aals (6

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 39



;;ml )_i““ r_e,u\)\_“\_d\
R sz@uy 3
uw,&r_@\r,_@\ujj_m
@é;}é—ﬁ\—féﬁ@é\—ﬂ%o‘gj@
Lizoily el i BN r_@“
”“@@Jsv“ s L

40 Knocking on Heaven’s Door




5 év—“-’u—‘\j—j-‘}—"—'u@dj—imu—”
s uj&o%ﬁ_@»\w
ué;‘v’fé-;éuieusa;;v\@égﬁ
RIS [ r@—“w‘c:—fj
Q)_ler_a:\a\_e Lg:J\ C)_“.:L}_J\
d—b\—éﬁ—dsjéwa—db@
45355 52l @ o AT 55l S
V@ el o, 252085k 5 2 JyLss
V5 52al1 8,33 o1 LG g o A

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 41




) . '2} [d » s 5,0

SYE VAU W EE WY g W S Wy W
FE S (ORI S (RN S SN
G:U.Gj\ér_@)bw\_s\ Aa“\s-j

- 7w w )/ /Z/f, . 5 ?/7‘0

\_éafbéxgu_fr_@wj@uw\

2 -
< -] - 5% 227 <Y - T & s~
@ﬂbp—éﬁﬁ\—@u\g@d = r

PR PR R PR
L;fu)\ll@gj.)_@‘ - 9 g‘

327 s sy 1 w (T~ . (] Z 7o

251 J 3 B @ e J) LR

- 5 5//, 2 1’1 - s 9;/7, -
z

w w Sz PR P S~ 8

w\;&_@}:\;é_gr_@t’\a a5 G O

42 Knocking on Heaven’s Door



o5 Lo M) 65 B G B G

OWBLJQMF_E(&‘;;;

3555 Ot g_@.\»\g\
&) J‘u‘v\—ﬁ\ i r—"’”’\—’) )_d\

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 43




J—’l%éf—é-;jj dj—@-iﬁ

LSSl i de :—ﬁ‘vbbﬁ‘gk
g)jwyﬂrx—“:)j—c Ay
RREJER L (P R P

44 Knocking on Heaven’s Door




- -~
w s

Yo

@

%S\; G r_s==,J\ J__@_C\ (“‘J\’"‘

})})

w

M)»_cr_a)u&wi
@;,;_:;Lﬂa\uw Tg@
R P A T YL PO o NP
fwf EREE R R

SPGB P S T
e “m@_@jr_@w\x_@

- -

N A A AR L I I

i\

i

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 45



v\

Syras S b all i 26 2 e
r_@g&géc”’f AR PG

5 @ Gyrns V3 Ulas et 21 LG5
mwww\eu&»ﬂ»
b 85 s s el e g
5 o i B B Blsd; 53]
H)‘@WJJ—Q‘J°J:—‘J‘ 35 >
r_@w)@uj-iu\_@f_pw\

46 Knocking on Heaven’s Door




}—J@uj—l&\» \._4“9
@Ob@b‘u) &M\—w
Sy el L Al 058 e LAER
S o b ¢ et Y @
p“b‘r—gjf&—’}hu)}ﬁ—;
PP S RN N R W
518 aand s dadls T sy
o35 Wi LA 0705 @) Bt Tt
SRS FERERE R

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 47




réjj—;-;éf’ﬁ?_é‘aé‘&u}éﬂ
s AT G e 2T 2 AT g s
R J O P B R
5 0l s ol e as 2V
of B 31518 555 2 T o 2l g4
Sl 28 @ 8,88 o A Sy s

@O)—;-;f A “!/S&ﬁujﬂa

A\

A\

$

48 Knocking on Heaven’s Door



Surah al-Mulk

Pf?)\ Jj\aua\
wﬁd@;ﬁuu«“-w@‘ 253
Slagdhes disis cli 5.8
))—:';J\J—’J’j\)—m)u} w2 r‘—é"‘:
Qg’“\_n\_awugll_‘lé—l@—]-;-Sf\S\®
A P S A
[P PG - YRS PR ) B
by Bald ol O] clag 55

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 49



ey LA ST 200 55 3805 0 s
el s BTG4 Lglas
A ﬁ_idf_;\:_a
\ﬁ—gj‘\-“@f-@d\w};_ié_;u

®”—““’5W—“L@%—~\_w

L;-HL‘,KL’;H 2% :3,

@J—” (,J\\_@,gﬁf@ /»,

-
3

50 Knocking on Heaven’s Door



-,
58 4

BEAE s 0 s
7% p ERY < . s 5 =
Y\@)}M\ L:)\.,\_j?-_é& )d\_:\&lf\_j
@ }“ ;; \ 4 “J’TS\B_EJ }/ 7 - s

L, A2G Y8 5 wr;—sd_»@\j_m
St adly a5 e LB s g

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 51




- >
5

’:quf u_ﬁr_.u.ar

—¥r\

Ll

ﬁ@@sa%ww&ﬁ
WJ‘«ME—@J’}M‘ NIl
AR I L ERE Ly
55831 o) GBEN 055 o3 70

52 Knocking on Heaven’s Door



w5

r—.&lﬁ)ﬁ&;ﬁ(\ﬂ[}j\@)}}_&@&\%

»-asj;ﬁ;’c 3 5_; o A, dl

Céf—b’ T il 5 5 J 5@ 5, 5
ﬁ_jﬁ'uj@djjv*—ﬁ'u UOJY\
Lﬁljiag:c;;ﬁfo;ujmu

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 53



@Mf—w\_jf_g\jwfu({_u(
1y aes oL, 4 ad LT gl B
J—)"@Oj—é-ba‘\-*f-igsﬂ\ww)
L2 3 e oy 40T (oSBT 8 2 ]
L'-K aL:LZSo\ Jj\' "

54 Knocking on Heaven’s Door



One should conclude the recitation of the Quran by
asking the forgiveness of Allah for the deceased.

Attending a Funeral

The following traditions (abadith), all of which are
reported by Imam Jafar al-Sadiq #2, highlight the
importance of attending funerals for one’s brother or

sister in faith.

1. It is recommended to inform the brethren in faith
about the death of a believing brother or sister so
that more people can attend the funeral, offer prayers
over the deceased, and implore Allah’s forgiveness.
Whoever does so, both they and the deceased will be

rewarded.

2. When a believer is entered into the grave, he will
hear a caller saying to him: “Indeed, the first of your
gifts is Paradise, and the first of the gifts of those

who followed you (in your funeral ceremony) is
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forgiveness.”

3. The first gift of a believer in his grave is that all of
those who followed his funeral will be forgiven their

sins.

4. Whoever follows the funeral of a believer to the
grave, Allah will order seventy angels to escort him on
the Day of Resurrection, and they will implore Allah’s
forgiveness for him from the grave to the time of the

Day of Judgement.

5. Whoever participates in carrying the coffin of a
believer who has passed away, Allah will forgive
twenty-five of his major sins. If he carries the four
corners of the coffin (one after the other as the body
is being carried to the burial site), all of his sins will

be forgiven.

Although it is not forbidden, it is not common for
women to take an active part in funerals.

In addition, it is discouraged (makrub) for those
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who take part in the funeral to laugh or speak about
frivolous things.

The dead body should not be visited by those upon
whom a ghusl is obligatory - such as menstruating
women, or men who have to perform any of the
required ghusl.

In regards to the final viewing of the deceased - a
custom which is prevalent in many communities is
one in which the believers gather to have one final
glance at the face of the deceased individual, it must
be noted that men who were not directly related to
the woman - meaning her non-mabram - are not
permitted to view the face of the woman, as the laws
of hijab remain after the death of a woman just as they

were when she was alive.

The Witness Document

The late Shaykh al-Tusi has advised that a document
should be written and kept with the deceased as a
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proof of their belief.

This document should initaly be signed by one
witness and further attested to by forty true believers
- all of who should read and sign the paper - despite
their knowledge of any faults of the deceased.

This document should then be folded up and
put with the palm-leaf stalk on the right side of the
deceased.

If possible, this testimony should be written with
water mixed with camphor and non-aromatic aloe-
wood - however if that is not possible, then it may be
written with a standard pen and ink.

The traditions (abadith) state that Allah will
forgive the deceased for his faults if forty believers
testify in this way.

The writer of this document should address the

witnesses with these words:

LWAd OB e § cadadh LGs L
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O ... and O ... whose names are mentioned in this

document, certify for me this testimony of yours so that you

will meet me carrying it at the Divine Pond.

As a reply, the witnesses say:
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O [name of the deceased person] we entrust you with Allah.

Our testimony, admission, and brotherbood are entrusted
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with Allab’s Messenger, may Allab bless bim and bis family.
We invoke upon you peace, Allab’s mercy, and His blessings.
O Allah, we know nothing except good about him, while

You know him better than we do.

Salat al-Mayyit

In the book al-Hilyah, the late ‘Allama al-Majlisi
quotes the Noble Prophet # as having said: “Whoever
performs the prayers (salat al-mayyit) for a deceased
person, seventy thousand angels will pray for him, and
Allah will forgive him his past and his future sins. If
this person remains with the deceased until the burial
is complete and the dirt completely covers his grave,
then this person will be granted a carat of reward for
each step which he took in the funeral - and one carat
is equal to the weight of Mount Uhud.”

The Prophet # is also reported to have said: “Any

believer who performs the prayer (salat al-mayyit) for
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a deceased person will be worthy of having paradise -
unless he is hypocrite or disrespectful to his parents.”

A person who is offering salat al-mayyit must
recite the five zakbeers, and the four supplications in
their correct sequence.

An individual who is performing the salat al-
mayyit and is following behind the imam must recite
the five takbeers and the four supplications on their
own, and NOT remain silent and merely listen -
like one normally does when performing the daily
congregational prayers.

The following acts are recommended when one is

reciting the salat al-mayyit:
1. To pray barefooted;

2. To raise ones hands up to the ears while

pronouncing every takbeer;

3. The distance between the person offering prayers

and the dead body should be very minimal;

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 61



To pray in a group - not individually;
The leader of the salat al-mayyit should recite the
five takbeers and four supplications out loud, and

those offering the prayers with him should recite

them in a low voice;

One who offers the prayers should earnestly and
persistently pray for the deceased one, as well as

for all of the believers;

Before the commencement of the salat al-mayyit,
one of the people in the gathering should say as-

salat three times;

The prayers should be offered at a place where
people often go for salat al-mayyit;

It is highly discouraged to perform salat al-mayyit

in any masjid - except in Masjid al-Haraam.

Short Method of Salat al-Mayyit

62
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There are 5 takbeers (saying of Allabu Akbar) in salat
al-mayyit, and it is sufhcient if a person recites the 5
takbeers in the following manner:

After making the intention to offer the prayers and
reciting the first takbeer, one should say:

bl Js230088 &l 52 @9 el s
After the second takbeer, one should recite:
s 5 L w _ bz
8 J13 9 P Ja 240
After the third takbeer, recite:

”
=

> s P P u‘u
e S arae il 3221 541

After the fourth takbeer, one would say:

el 134 3881 5401
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If the deceased is a woman, then one should say:

o553 3581 54

Thereafter one will recite the fifth takbeer.

This concludes the ‘short’ method of the performance
of salat al-mayyit. From this point, the community

would proceed on with the rites of burial.

Full Method - Deceased Man

After the first takbeer, the following is recited:

=
8
=

After the second takbeer, one shoul
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After the third takbeer, it is recommended to say:
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Thereafter one should recite the fifth takbeer.

Full Method - Deceased Woman

After the first zakbeer, the following is recited:

Z P w” ’,,; s o - P Z -, 2 ﬁ;
;M@;gm,m,@,;@\ 2 &
S22 S0 i 128

After the second takbeer, one would say
Lz - <z ,’;,N’G&;
de b5 uiz JT 5y o Jo S
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Following the third zakbeer, one should say:
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After the fourth takbeer, one would say:
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Thereafter one will recite the fifth takbeer.

Full Method - Non-Baligh Child

After the first zakbeer, the following is recited:
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After the second rakbeer, one would say:
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Following the third zakbeer, one should say:

)

-4 > 4 Pl w

- 59 - 7 25 “ . 25() 522 g2
M“/ s [-°‘,>--" 15 Cnae il 3821 oGl

—=o\

Thereafter one will recite the fifth takbeer.
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Burial

In the book Misbah al-Mutabajjid, Shaykh al-Tusi
says: “It is recommended for each person taking part
in the burial ceremony to carry the coffin from all four
sides, beginning with the front right side where the
head of the deceased is, followed by the back right
side where the leg of the deceased is, then by the back
left side, and ending with the top left side.

When the coffin is being carried to the grave, it
should be brought in such a way that it is carried in
three stages - s topping each time, lowering the cothn
to the ground, pausing slightly, and then lifting it up
again and continuing.

If the deceased is a woman, then the coffin must
be put in front of the grave towards the direction of
qiblah.

Once the body has reached the front of the grave,

the heir or the one who has been granted permission
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by the heir should go down and prepare the grave to
receive the body.
At this point, the following supplication is

recommended to be recited:

=z

2 s07 Wil st s E-, PPTEE i
HEE DT CAIE I SR R S5 HER G-l

?

O Allah, make this grave to be one of the gardens of paradise,
and do not make it to be one of the holes of the fire.

The person burying the body should go down into
the grave barefooted, bareheaded, and with the
buttons of his shirt unfastened - obviously keeping
in consideration the weather at the time of burial.

When this person receives the dead body, he
should begin by holding onto the head and placing
it in the grave, on the ground slowly, and saying

the following:
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In the Name of Allab, in Allab, on the way of Allab, and
following the principles of the Messenger of Allab. O Allab,
(this is on the basis of the) belief in You and giving credence
to Your Book. This is what Allab and His Messenger
promised us, and Allab and His Messenger spoke the truth.
O Allab increase us in faith and submission (to You).

Then, the individual who has taken the body into the
grave should position the deceased in the grave so that
they are lying down on their right side, with the front
of their body facing the direction of the giblah.
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This individual should then untie the knots of the
shrouds from the sides of the head and the legs, and
place the cheek of the deceased person on the soil of
the grave.

It is recommended to bury a small amount of soil
with the dead body, from the soil of Karbala from the
tomb of Imam Husayn 2.

The person in the grave should then say the

following:

Z
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O Allah belp (him in) bis loneliness, entertain bis
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lonesomeness, have mercy upon his seclusion, put with him
part of Your mercy due to which he will dispense with the
mercy of any one other than You, and resurrect him with
those whom he bas been loyal to - namely, the Immaculate

Imams, peace be upon them.

The Talgeen

Before closing the grave, it is recommended to read
the following to the deceased.

It is advised to say these in Arabic AND also in
the native language of the deceased if they did not
know Arabic.

When the body of the deceased - male or female
- is placed in the grave - but if it is not possible in
the grave then this can be done before placing the
body in the grave, the person who is the closest heir
to the one who has passed away must hold the right
shoulder of the deceased with his right hand, and the
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left shoulder of the deceased with his left hand. This
person should then lightly shake the body every time
they take the name of the deceased, and say the words
of the talgeen.

Deceased Male

The one reciting these words to the deceased would

start by saying the following:

= C 2

W ags! ﬁ‘“’”"
Listen and understand, O ...

Here the name of the deceased and his father should
be called. For example, if the name of the deceased
was Muhammad, and his father’s name was Ali, then

it should be said three times:

m’ ’/’/}tng 2,2
o @R a2 g |

z
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Listen and understand, O Mubammad son of Ali

Then he should say:

e e G50 gyt el 8 &3T s
s Ay s QY olesls
s4ya5 380 A5k 2 Jo 108 &
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Are you still on the covenant you held when we parted,

0!

including the testimony that there is no god but Allab, the
One without any partners, and that Mubammad is His
servant and His apostle, the chief of the Prophets and the
seal of the Apostles, and that Ali is the Commander of the
Faithful and the Chief of the Deputies and the Imam whose
obedience has been made incumbent by Allab upon all
people, and that Hasan and Husayn, Ali ibn al-Husayn,
and Mubammad ibn Ali, and Jafar ibn Mubammad, and
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Musa ibn Jafar, and Ali ibn Musa, and Mubammad ibn

Ali, and Ali ibn Mubammad, and Hasan ibn Ali, and the

Mahdi - the Qaim, the Hujjabh — may the blessings of Allah

be upon all of them - are the Imams of the faithful and the

proofs of Allab for the whole of creation, are your Imams,
the Imams of guidance and piety, O...

Here the name of the deceased and his father’s name
should be taken, followed by:

\
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When the two angels and messengers who are favoured by
nearness to Allah, sent by Allab, the Blessed and Exalted,
come to you and ask you concerning your Lord, your
Prophet, your Religion, your Book, your Qiblab and your
Imams, then bave no fear or grief, and say to them the

following: Allab is my Lord, Mubammad, peace be upon
bim and bis family is my Propbet, Islam is my Religion,
the Quran is my Book, the Kabah is my Qiblah, and the
Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn Abi Talib is my Imam,
and Hasan ibn Ali al-Mujtaba is my Imam, and Husayn
ibn Ali al-Shabeed-e-Karbala is my Imam, and Ali Zayn
al-Abideen is my Imam, and Mubammad al-Bagqir is my
Imam, and Jafar al-Sadiq is my Imam, and Musa al-
Kadbim is my Imam, and Ali al-Ridba is my Imam, and
Mubammad al-Jawaad is my Imam, and Ali al-Haadi
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is my Imam, and Hasan al-Askari is my Imam, and al-
Hujjah al-Qaim al-Muntadhbar is my Imam. All of these,
may the greetings of Allab be upon them are all my Imams
and my leaders and my masters and my intercessors. I love
(all of) them and I have enmity to (all of) their enemies in
this world and in the next world — then know O ...

Here the name of the deceased and his father’s name

should be mentioned.
The following is then said:
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Verily Allab, the Blessed and Exalted is the best Lord.
Mubammad, prayers of Allab be upon him and his family,
is the best Prophet. Ali ibn Abi Talib and bis infallible
children - the twelve Imams are the best Imams. That what
was sent to Mubammad, prayers of Allab be upon him
and bis family, is the truth. Verily death is true, and verily
the questioning is true. Verily the questioning of Munkar
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and Nakeer in the grave is true (the two angels who will
question the deceased). Verily the raising up is true and the
gathering of everyone is true. Verily the bridge is true and
the scale (judgement) is true. Verily the opening of the books
is true, and verily the paradise is true, and verily the hellfire
is true, and there is no doubt in the coming of the Hour (of
Resurrection), and verily Allab will raise up those who are

in their graves.

Then the following words should be said:

[: s s %
Lo ELES!
I'd
Have you understood, O...

Here the name of the deceased is mentioned, and then

the following is said:

Sl & NG 5 ol J38l & augd
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May Allab keep you firm with the firm word, and may
Allah guide you to the straight path. May Allab acquaint
you with His Prophet and your Guardians in the abode of

His mercy.

Then the following words are said:
‘b}ﬁw‘},“. : u"j’ﬁh,s[;iém
288 Elgad c.eU“ EEy e, auﬂ uLJ\

O Allab, make the earth spacious on his sides (in the grave),

elevate him with bis soul up to Yourself, and reveal to

him Your proofs. O Allab, we beseech Your pardon, Your
pardon!
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Deceased Woman?

-Gl

Here the name of the deceased woman and her father
should be mentioned.

For example, if the name of the deceased was
Fatima and her father’s name was Ali, then it should

said three times:

o el 2Bl a8 )
Listen and understand, O Fatima the daughter of Ali.

>

e ale G50 gyl yeldt 8 3T s

7 We do not include the English translation of the Talgeen for

a deceased woman as the translation for it is similar to that
of the deceased man with the exception of those portions in
which the Arabic pronoun switches to the feminine tense.
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Here the name of the deceased and her father’s name
should be taken, and then the following should be

recited:
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Here the name of the deceased and her father should
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be mentioned and thereafter the following should be

said:

Todas &1 5 &9 s JF s 5T &
;”’521; z PN T - - 94 5/
Sl irolidaail s disadliall jo

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 91



P

eGP SR Al Sl sl ed

rd

Then the following words should be said:

L Geded!
Here the name of the deceased and her father should

be mentioned, and then the following:

Finally these words should be uttered:
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Once the body has been buried, all of those present
should use the back side of their hand to push some

dirt onto the grave while saying these words:

1 Boes L 10s Osatls a2l Bls &b B
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We are Allab’s and to Him shall we return. This is what

Allab and His Messenger promised us, and Allab and His

Messenger spoke the truth. O Allah, (please) increase us in
faith and submission (to You).

Note that is is not advised for the immediate family
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members to put dirt on the grave during this process
of the burial.

When the individual who had gone into the grave
to help bury the body has completed his task and
wants to come out of the grave, he should come out
from the side where the legs of the deceased are - as
opposed to the top portion of the grave where the
head is.

The grave should then be fully covered over with
dirt, ensuring that it is at least four fingers higher
than the level of the ground.

At the side of the head, a stone or marker should
be placed to indicate where the head of the deceased
is.

The believers should then pour water on the grave
beginning with the side of the head and continuing to
the side where the feet of the deceased are.

If any water remains, it can be poured onto the

middle of the grave.

94 Knocking on Heaven’s Door



When the process of placing water on the grave
is complete, those present should place their hands
on the dirt of the grave, spread the fingers of their
hand, pressing them into the dirt, and pray for the

deceased, saying:

O Allah, be a friend in bis fear, bave mercy upon his
seclusion, calm his fear, maintain (communion in) bis
loneliness, put with him part of Your mercy due to which be
will dispense with the mercy of any one other than You, and

resurrect him with those whom bhe was loyal to.
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When all of those who took part in the funeral leave
the graveyard, the nearest relative of the deceased
should remain there, praying to Allah to shower His
mercy on their deceased family member.

It is also recommended that they sit at the side of
the head, and once again recite the talgeen - and it is
best that if the deceased did not know Arabic that this
be recited in their native language. In addition, it is
advisable for the person who is reciting the talgeen to
put the palms of both hands on the grave, and their
mouth close to the ground.

If the nearest relative cannot carry this out, then
there is no objection if he appoints someone else to
do this for him.

According to the traditions, when the deceased has
the talgeen recited to them, and when Munkar and
Nakeer, the two angels who interrogate the deceased
in the graves come, they will say: “This dead person

has already been reminded and therefore, there is no
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need to interrogate him/her. Let us leave (him/her
alone).” Thus they will leave without interrogating the

deceased believer.

After the Funeral

It is important to give sadaqa on behalf of the
deceased on the first night after the burial, and this
act has many benefits which can only be achieved by
offering sadaqa on the first night when the deceased
is in most needed of it.

Sayyid Ibn Tawoos has narrated from the
Messenger of Allah # that he said: “The most
difficult time for a person who has passed away is the
first night in the grave, so have pity on your deceased
ones and give sadaga on their behalf so that their
difhiculty is reduced; and if there is nothing that you
able to give in sadaqa, then you should pray a two

rak’at prayer for them.”
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Salat al-Wahshat

It is narrated from Imam Jafar al-Sadiq #% that
whenever there is constriction and severity in the
grave of the departed soul, the Almighty widens their
grave and removes the constriction, and says to them
that this widening is because you had recited salat al-
wabhshat for so and so believer who had passed away.

It is recommended that on the first night after
burying someone, two rak‘at of salat al-wabshat
should be offered for them.

The method of offering this prayer is as follows:

In the first rak‘at after reciting Surah al-Fatiha,
Ayat al-Kursi (2:155) should be recited once; and in
the second rak‘at after Surah al-Fatiha, Surah al-Qadr
(ch. 97) should be recited 10 times. After finishing
the prayer with the salaam, the following should be

said:
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O Allab, send blessings on Mubammad and the family
of Mubammad, and give the reward (of this salat) to the

grave of ...

Here the name of the deceased person and his/her

father’s name should be stated.

Salat al-Wahshat can be offered at any time in the
first night following the burial of the dead body,
however it is best to offer it in the earlier hours of the
night right after the isha prayers.

In addition, ANYONE can perform this prayer for
the deceased - it is not limited to the family or the

direct inheritors of the deceased.

Supplication for Deceased Parents

Knocking on Heaven’s Door 99



One of the recommended supplications to be recited
for one’s deceased parents is the 24™ supplication from
Al-Sahifab al-Kamilab al-Sajjadiyab:
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O Allab, bless Mubammad, Your slave and Your messenger,
and bis Household, the pure, and single them out for the
best of Your blessings, Your mercy, Your benedictions, and
Your peace! And single out my parents, O Allab, for honour
with You and blessings from You, O Most Merciful of the
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merciful!
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O Allab, bless Mubammad and bis Housebold, teach me
through inspiration the knowledge of everything incumbent
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upon me towards them, and gather within me the knowledge

of all that completely! Then make me act in accordance
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with what You bave inspired me, and give me the success to
put into practice the knowledge which You bave shown to
me, for fear that I fail to act according to something You
have taught me, or my limbs feel too heavy to perform that

with which You bave inspired me!
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O Allab, bless Mubammad and bis Housebold, as You have

ennobled us through bhim, and bless Mubammad and bis

Housebold, as You have made incumbent upon us certain
rights towards other creatures because of him!
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O Allab, fill me with awe of my parents, the awe that one
has towards a tyrannical sovereign, and let me be devoted
to them, with the devotion of a compassionate mother!
Make my obedience and devotion to them more gladdening
to my eyes than sleep to the drowsy, and more refreshing to
my chest than drink to the thirsty, so that I may prefer their
inclination to my inclination, set their satisfaction before
my satisfaction, make much of their devotion to me though

it be little, and make little of my devotion to them though
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it be great.
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O Allab, lower before them my voice, make agreeable to
them my words, make mild before them my temper, make
tender toward them my heart, turn me into their kind

companion, and their loving friend!
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O Allab, thank them for my upbringing, reward them for

honouring me, and guard them as they guarded me in my
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O Allab, whatever harm has touched them from me, detested

thing bas reached them from me, or right of theirs which bas

been neglected by me, allow it to alleviate their sins, raise

them in their degrees, and add to their good deeds! O He
who changes evil deeds into manifold good deeds!
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O Allab, whatever word through which they bave
transgressed against me, act through which they bave been
immoderate with me, right of mine which they have left
neglected, or obligation toward me in which they bave fallen
short, I grant it to them and bestow it upon them, and I

beseech You to remove from them its ill consequences, for

I do not accuse them concerning myself, find them slow in
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their devotion toward me, nor dislike the way they have

attended to my affairs, O my Lord!
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They bave rights against me which are more incumbent,
precedence in beneficence towards me that is greater, and
kindness towards me that is mightier than that I should
settle accounts with justice or repay them with equivalents.

Where then, O my Lord, would be their long occupation
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with bringing me up? Where the bardship of their toil in
taking care of me? Where the stinting of themselves to
provide me with plenty?
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What an idea! I can never discharge their right against me,

Sulfill my obligations towards them, or accomplish the duty
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of serving them. So bless Mubammad and his Household
and belp me, O Best of those whose help we seek! Give me
success, O Most Guiding of those whom we beseech! Place
me not among the people of disrespect to (their) fathers and
mothers on that Day when every soul will be repaid for

what it bas earned, they shall not be wronged.

G233 plEes s
O Allah, bless Mubammad, his Household, and bis progeny
and single out my parents for the best which You have

singled out for the fathers and mothers of Your faithful
servants, O Most Merciful of the merciful!
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O Allab, let me not forget to remember them after my

ritual prayers, at every time throughout my night, and in

each of the hours of my day!
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O Allah, bless Mubammad and his Household, forgive
me through my supplication for my parents, forgive them

through their devotion towards me with unfailing forgiveness,
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be well pleased with them through my intercession for them
with resolute good pleasure, and make them reach through

Your generosity the abodes of safety!
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O Allab, if Your forgiveness reaches them first, then make
them my intercessors, and if Your forgiveness reaches me
first, then make me their intercessors, so that we may

gather together through Your gentleness in the house of Your
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generosity and the place of Your forgiveness and mercy!
Verily You are the Possessor of abounding bounty and
ancient kindness, and You are the Most Merciful of the

merciful!

Prayers for Deceased Parents

Imam Muhammad al-Baqir ¥ has said: “A person
may have been obedient to one’s parents during their
lifetime, but when they die, he/she does not repay
their debts or ask Allah to forgive them, so Allah
records that person down as being insolent towards
them. Or, one may have been disobedient to them
during their lifetime, but after their death he/she
repays their debts and seeks forgiveness from Allah
for them, so Allah records that person down as being
8

obedient to one’s parents.”

Allah emphasizes the worth and importance of

8. Al-Kafi, vol. 2, pg. 163, no. 21.
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parents at various places in the Quran.

It is enough for a wise person to realize this when
one reads the Quran, and sees that Allah mentions the
obedience of parents side by side with the worship of
Himself.

When it comes to the traditions, we read that if a
person’s parents are not pleased with them, then all of
that person’s worship and good deeds are gone waste
- they have no value.

This is not limited to parents who are alive only,
but even if they are dead, we must remember them
by praying for them, performing good deeds with the
intention that Allah grants them the rewards, and try
and rectify their faults (if any) in a proper way.

Perhaps at the time of departure from this world, a
person’s parents were not pleased at heart with them,
then if the children give due attention to the well-
being of their parents in the life after death by the
performance of good deeds and asking Allah to grant
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them the reward of those actions, then God willing
they will become pleased with their child, and their
negligence during their lifetime will be forgiven.

The grave - a place which is six feet under the
earth; and the barzakh - a barrier between this life
and the Day of Judgement is certainly a dreadful
place for the sinners. Although we should presume
that all of the people who leave this world from our
family and friends are pious, however we can never
know what condition they are in after they leave this
transient world.

They may be enjoying the fruits of their good
deeds, or perhaps they are in trouble because of some
short comings during their lifetime.

Therefore, when we perform any good deed on
their behalf or offer a prayer for them, they will
benefit immensely from it. It is said that even a simple
two rak‘at prayer for the deceased is better for them
than the riches of the whole world.

114 Knocking on Heaven’s Door



If they are not facing any difficulties, then bounties
are increased for them; and if they are in tribulation,
then their pain is lessened or entirely removed. In
addition to this, the performer of these good deeds
will also be rewarded.

Below are some of the acts of worship for the
benefit of one’s deceased parents, and although
they are said to benefit the deceased, but as we have
previously mentioned, the performer of these acts of
worship is also rewarded.

Although we should remember our dearly departed
loved ones every day, we should make it a greater
point to do so on Thursday night and on the day of
Friday.

In addition, the children of the deceased should
pray for their parents and give charity on their behalf.

Some other specific things that are recommended
to perform are as follows:

1. Reciting Surah Yaseen (ch. 36) is beneficial
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and the deceased are rewarded for this act being gifted
to them.

2. If one recites Surah al-Mulk (ch. 67) one
time, or Surah al-Qadr (ch. 97) seven times by the
side of the grave, then if any punishment is being
inflicted upon the deceased, it will be stopped.

3. Whenever a person wishes, one can perform a
two rak‘at salat for the deceased, and this act will give
the departed one great joy.

4. It is highly recommended for the son or
daughter to perform a two rak‘at salat between
maghrib and isha (in the method mentioned below)
with the intention of: ‘For the forgiveness of my
parents’.

In the first rak‘at after Surah al-Fatiha (ch. 1), one

should recite the following ten times:

AaE5 A% GaseBs 5095  3adt s
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<lad!
Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and all of the

believers, on the day when the reckoning will be beld. (Al-
Quran, 14:41)

In the second rak‘at, after Surah al-Fatiha (ch. 1)

recite the following ten times:
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My Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and whoever

enters my house in faith, and the believing men and the

believing women. (Al-Quran, 71:28)

Then complete the salat as usual.
Once the salat is finished, go into sajdab and recite

the following ten times:
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‘My Lord! Have mercy on them, just as they reared me
when I was (a) small (child)!” (Quran, 17:24)

5. The tasbeeh of salawaat and istighfaar should
be offered on behalf of the deceased.

6. Perform a two rak‘at salat and gift the rewards
of it to the deceased. In the first rak‘at after Surah
al-Fatiha (ch. 1) recite Surah al-Qadr (ch. 97) once,
and in the second rak’at after Surah al-Fatiha (ch. 1),
recite Surah al-Kawthar (ch. 108) once.

7. In another two rak‘at salat for the deceased,
in the first rak‘at after Surah al-Fatiha (ch. 1), one
should recite Ayat al-Kursi (2:255) once, followed
by Surah al-Tkhlaas (ch. 112) two times; and in the
second rak‘at, after Surah al-Fatiha (ch. 1) recite
Surah al-Takathur (ch. 102) ten times.

8. If a son or daughter did not fulfill the rights
towards their parents during their lifetime, then they
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should perform the following prayer, and God willing,
the deceased parents will be pleased with them:

Perform a two rak‘at salat on the night between
Wednesday and Thursday - after maghrib salar with
the intention of the fulfillment of the rights of one’s
parent(s).

In this prayer, after Surah al-Fatiha (ch. 1) recite
each of the following five times: Ayat al-Kursi (2:255),
Surah al-Ikhlaas (c. 112), Surah al-Kafiroon (c. 109),
Surah al-Falaq (ch. 113), and Surah al-Naas (ch. 114).

After finishing the salat, recite the following fifteen

times:

I seek forgiveness from Allab and I turn to Him in

repentance.

Once completed, dedicate the reward of this act of
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worship to the deceased parent(s), and the child will
get the reward of fulfilling the rights of one’s parents.

9. If a person suspects that there were some
wrong actions committed by their parents which
they may be punishable for, then the first course
of rectification is to try and resolve what they did
wrong - for example, fulfill their debts or resolve
any grievances that they may have had with other
people. In addition to this, the son or daughter should
perform the following two prayers of two rak‘at each:

1. In the first rak‘at of the first prayer, after Surah
al-Fatiha (ch. 1), one should recite Surah al-Ikhlaas
(ch. 112) twenty-five times; and in the second rak‘at,
one should recite Surah al-Tkhlaas (ch. 112) fifty
times;

2. In the first rak‘at of the second prayer, after
Surah al-Fatiha (ch. 1), one should recite Surah al-
Ikhlaas (ch. 112) twenty-five times; and in the second
rak’at, after Surah al-Fatiha (ch. 1) recite Surah al-
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Ikhlaas (ch. 112) one hundred times.
3. After the prayers, recite this supplication:
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Other Publications Available’

9 Note of publishers:

1 = Ilamic Publishing House (Canada) — www.iph.org

2 = World Federation of KSIMC (UK) — www.world-federation.org
3 = Islamic Humanitarian Service (Canada) — www.al-haqq.com
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40 Ahadith: Qur’an written by Sayyid Majid Adili
and translated by Arifa Hudda and Saleem Bhimji!

and 2

A Land Most Goodly: The Story of Yemen in the

Quran and in the times of Prophet Muhammad # and
Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib * by Jaffer Ladak!

A Mother’s Prayer compiled and translated by Saleem
Bhimji and Arifa Hudda'*™?

A Star Amongst the Stars: The Life and Times of the
Great Companion, Jabir ibn Abdullah al-Ansari by
Jaffer Ladak!

Alif, Baa, Taa of Kerbala written by Saleem Bhimji and
Arifa Hudda!

Arba‘in of Imam Husayn compiled and translated by

Saleem Bhimji'

Contentious issues in Islamc History — Umar ibn al-
Khattab written by Saeed Dawari and translated by

Saleem Bhimiji'

Most of the above books and hundreds of other articles can be read
for free at www.al-mubin.org or www.al-islam.org
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Deficient? A Review of Sermon 80 from Nahj al-
Balagha by Ayatullah al-Uzma Shaykh Nasir Makarim
Shirazi and translated by Saleem Bhimji!

Ethical Discourses — Volume 1 written by Ayatullah
al-Uzma Shaykh Nasir Makarim Shirazi and translated
by Saleem Bhimiji(et printed)

Ethical Discourses — Volume 2 written by Ayatullah
al-Uzma Shaykh Nasir Makarim Shirazi and translated
by Saleem Bhimji(t prineed

Exegesis of the 29th Juz of the Qur’an — a Translation of
Tafsir-i Nemuneh by Ayatullah al-Uzma Shaykh Nasir

Makarim Shirazi and translated by Saleem Bhimji'*?

Foundations of Islamic Unity — an English translation
of Al-Fusil Al-Muhimmah Fi Talif al-Ummah written
by ‘Abd al-Husayn Sharaf al-Din al-Masawi al-Amili
and translated by Batool Ispahany'

Fountain of Paradise — Fatima az-Zahra’ in the Noble
Quran written by Ayatullah al-Uzma Shaykh Nasir
Makarim Shirazi compiled and translated by Saleem
Bhimiji'
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

God and god of science by Syed Hasan Raza Jafri'

Guiding the Youth of the New Generation written by
Ayatullah Shaykh Murtadha Mutahhari and translated

sland 2

by Saleem Bhimiji

House of Sorrows written by Shaykh ‘Abbas al-Qummi
and translated by Aejaz Ali Turab Husayn Hussayni'

Inspirational Insights by Mohammed Khaku'

Islam and Religious Pluralism by Ayatullah Shaykh
Murtadha Mutahhari and translated by Sayyid

1 and 3

Sulayman Ali Hasan

Journey to Eternity — A Handbook of Supplications for
the Soul compiled and translated by Saleem Bhimji and
Arifa Hudda'

Love and Hate for Allah’s Sake by Mujtaba Saburi
translated by Saleem Bhimji'

Love for the Family compiled and translated by
Yasin T. Al-Jibouri, Saleem Bhimji and others'

Manifestation of the Divine Light — A Glimpse into
the Ziyarah of Fatimah az-Zahra’ by Shaykh ‘Ali
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23.

24.
25.
26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

31.

Sa‘adat Parwar translated by Saleem Bhimji'

Moral Management written by ‘Abbas Rahimi and
translated by Saleem Bhimji'

Morals of the Masumeen written by Arifa Hudda'
Muslim Legal Will Kit compiled by Saleem Bhimji'

On the Shore of Contemplation - Authority of the
Jurist — Compiled by the office of Ayatullah Ja'far
Subhani and translated by Saleem Bhimiji'

Prayers of the Final Prophet — A collection of
supplications of Prophet Muhammad written by
‘Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabdtabdi and
translated by Tahir Ridha-Jaffer'

Ramadhan Reflections compiled by A Group of Muslim
Scholars and translated by Saleem Bhimji'

Salat al-Ayat written by Saleem Bhimji'*43

Salvation Through Patience and Perseverance: Salat al-

Ghufaylah written by Saleem Bhimji'

Secrets of the Hajj written by Ayatullah al-Uzma
Shaykh Husayn Mazaheri and translated by Saleem
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Bhimji'
Sunan al-Nabi written by ‘Allamah Sayyid Muhammad
Husayn Tabatabdi and translated by Tahir Ridha-Jaffer!

Tears from Heaven’s Flowers: An Anthology of English
Poetry about the Ahlulbayt 22 by Abrahim al-Zubeidi'

The Firmest Armament: Commentary on Ayatul Kursi
[The Verse of the Throne] written by Sayyid Nasrullah
Burujerdi and translated by Saleem Bhimji'

The Last Luminary and Ways to Delve into the Light
written by Sayyid Muhammad Ridha Husayni Mutlaq
and translated by Saleem Bhimji'

The Torch of Perpetual Guidance - A Commentary
on Ziyarat al-‘Ashiird? written by ‘Abbas Azizi and
translated by Saleem Bhimji'

The Third Testimony: Ali ibn the Adhan compiled
and translated by Saleem Bhimiji'

Weapon of the Believer written by ‘Allamah Muhammad
Bagqir Majlisi and translated by Saleem Bhimji'

Ziyarah: History, Philosophy and Etiquette compiled
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40.

41.

42.

43.
44.
45.

46.

and translated by Saleem Bhimji'

The “Deficiencies” in Women - A Commentary
of Sermon 80 of Nahj al-Balagha by Ayatullah al-
Uzma al-Hajj Shaykh Nasir Makarim Shirazi and
translated by Saleem Bhimji'

The Day the Germs Caused Fitnah — An Illustrated
Journey on Achieving Islamic Unity Through Surah

al-Hujurat written and illustrated by Umm Maryam!

Knocking on Heaven’s Door: A Comprehensive
Collection of Prayres and Supplications to use at the
Graveyard and Beyond'

To be published, Insha-Allah (God Willing):

A Year with Prophet Muhammad written by Saleem
Bhimji and Arifa Hudda

People of the Frontiers - Commentary on the
Supplication for the People of the Frontiers by
Imam ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn Zayn al-Abidin”written by
Shaykh Husayn Ansariyan and translated by Saleem
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

Bhimji
The Ninth Day - The Day of ‘Arafah compiled and
translated by Saleem Bhimji and Arifa Hudda

Young Muslims’ Daily Devotions - Volumes 1, 2, 3 -
compiled and translated by Saleem Bhimji and Arifa
Hudda

Secrets of the Hajj - 20th Anniversary Edition
by Ayatullah al-Uzma Shaykh Husayn Mazaheri
translated by Saleem Bhimji

Pray as You See Me Pray according to the edicts of
Ayatullah al-Uzma Sayyid ‘Ali al-Husayni al-Sistani
and translated by Saleem Bhimji

Islamic Queries compiled by the Porch of Wisdom
Institute and translated by Saleem Bhimji

Khums: The Fiscal Blueprint for Community Self-
Sufficiency written with translations by Saleem
Bhimji

The Magtal of Imam al-Husayn ’ written by Shaykh
‘Abd al-Zahra’ al-Ka‘bi and translated by Shaykh Dr.
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Usama al-Atar

54. Islamic Marriage and Divorce Processes written
with translations by Saleem Bhimji

55. Ramadan Reflections: Supplications for the Nights of
al-Qadr compiled and written with translations by
Saleem Bhimji

56. Sex and Spirituality in Islam written by ‘Al
Husseinzadeh and translated by Saleem Bhimiji

57. Victor Not Victim: Zaynab al-Kubra written with
translations by Saleem Bhimji

...and more to come, Insha-Allah (God Willing)
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Abu Abdillah narrates from his ancestors who said the
following: “A man once came to the Messenger of Allah
# and said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, what is knowledge?’
The Prophet replied: ‘It is silence.” The man then asked:
‘Then what?” The Prophet said: ‘It is listening.” The man
asked: ‘Then what?” The Prophet replied: ‘Then it is
remembering.” The man further questioned: ‘Then what?’
The Prophet answered: ‘Then it is to practice (according to
what one has learned).” The man finally asked: “Then what
O Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet replied: ‘Then it is to

disseminate (what one has learned).”"

10 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, pg. 48, trad. 4.
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Established in early 2001, gaining inspiration from the
above statement from Prophet Muhammad #, today, the
Islamic Publishing House is Canada’s premier publisher of
high quality Islamic literature for Muslims of all ages.
Our mission is to ensure that the authentic teachings of
normative Islam — in all aspects of life — as exemplified
by Prophet Muhammad # and his immaculate family, the
Ahlul Bayt * are made available for everyone in a clear and

easy to understand language.

Over the past twenty years, we have been fortunate to
publish 40 full length texts which have been distributed
throughout the world in print — with another 10 full
length works — both original writings and translations
in the pipeline for release over the next 10 years; released
over 30 ePublications as well as providing our books on
numerous Print On Demand platforms globally; and
authored hundreds of articles — all due to the countless
blessings of Allah 35, the grace of the Prophet # and the
Ahlul Bayt ¥, and the continued support from donors all
over the world.

With the ever changing landscape of how and where we
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consume information, we have embarked upon the creation
of what we term, ‘Visualations’ in which we fuse together
audio, video and the written word to develop a unique
educational experience — videos which are uploaded to our
YouTube channel, garnishing tens of thousands of viewers.
In addition, our Podcast channels attract listeners from all

over the world with our regularly updated content.

Our publications and video productions are all financially
supported by the generous donations of individuals and
non-Profit institutions in North America and Europe, for

whom we are eternally grateful.

As we continue to produce English publications and unique
and original video content, we continually appeal to all of
those people who have a passion for the spread of the faith
of Islam to assist us in any way possible in promoting the
teachings of Islam as taught by Prophet Muhammad # and
the Ahlul Bayt .
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GET INVOLVED!

PROMOTE our content - books, videos, etc... with
your contacts on social media and within your local
communities in addition to your circle of family and
friends.

VOLUNTEER your time and talents to assist us with our
print publications or our video content and help us to
expand our global reach via social media.

SUPPORT our work by generously donating any money
or financial assistance towards content creation and the
costs associated with publications, video production and
future initiatives.

SUGGEST content which you feel is needed for Muslims
to better understand their faith, or to educate non-
Believers which is not already available in print or video.

HELP us by making du'a — supplication — to Allah ¥ for
our guidance and success in our efforts to spread the
teachings of Islam to others and educate them.

To support us, go to www.iph.ca or contact us at iph@iph.ca
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