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Herile pot them (the idols) whom they inveke oiher
than Allab, lest they malicionsly revile Allah withous

knowledge, S I3 L)

There i no compalsion in religion, 2:2568

Obey Allab and obey the Messenger and boware, bur

i ve turn back then know ve all that nothing is inowm.

bent upor: Oar Messenger but to proclaim, 302
: i

Call to the way of thy Lond by reasoning and likeable
grhoristion; and srgue with thers v o ds

R fIanner

18: 26

And hold ve fast by the cord of Allsh all together and

be rot divided (smong yourselves) B:108

Versty: Tam Allah thereis no god but 1, therefore
submit to Me and of

oprayers to mention Ma. 20:14

Beeite Irom the Book reveated to thee and nffer prayer,

Frayer restraing from Bith and evill And remembrance

cof ALLAH is the greatest (thing in Bfe) withour doubt

and ALLAY knows what vou do. 2545

Gmy Son: Offer pravers apd enjoin the good and
forbid the evil and be patient whatever befalleth ithee:
for this is firmness in the conducs of affairs, 317
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PUBLISHER'S WOTE

The Trustess of the Pesrmahomed Ebrahim Truse,
hsve underteken io present te the zeneral public good read.
g matter, suited to their physical, mamtal, morsi wndd gpiri-
tual needs, The sensational pernographic reading materia)
that .gt;w by the nare of litors ¥y vroduetion in the wmarket
hig served to vitiete the wiole sooial wmifien, s that the
restraints on seeial sonduet e aver-more being relaxed,
with resuitant indiscipline tn the home atmozphere, no less
than in the wider fislds of human aetivities outside the home.
If such u situation is allowed o 4o on fourishing uncheck.
ed, o veritable hell on enrth is the nasural outsome, sy wa
are withessing in the waves of crime 8WeeDIng over svma of
the so-calied civilised counbries of the Wast which are already
affecting s, YBACK TO RELIGION" & new the watch.word
of the suner eloments among them.  [4is with this sense of
perturhetion thhy the frustees heve embarked on the veniure
of publistiing books, whivh are saleuln:ed to offseh the bansful
effeet of lowagrade, prti-engial forms of ceading maserial, and vo
meuleate = taste for and aeprediation of sound snd healthial
mental food.

Na commereinlisation ia atmmed as by this venture, as
would be apparent o even the moss superficial observer, from
the standard of prives of the books, which are fixed below the
actual enst, and that ton, becange free distribution of bocks
depreciates the worth of the same in the eyes of the general
reading public nnd are alap wasts, '

The Trustees, aro consvious of the fact thaeg inspite of
all precavtions on their part to pvoid ervors if something goes
amsins in the form of errors of judgement involuntarily for ne
one can be in s position 1o comprehend the entize field of
krowledge on any subjech, Of one thing they san sssure the
disereet renders, th wis, thag the wmaterind fur reading s
being presentod with the hegs of intentiens for she benefit of
the public and for the pleasure of the Almighty Allak. I§ any
reddar finds auything which contradicss this objective, his
ohservations in this hehalf shali receive the masmmum possible
caTe 1o redress 8RY remissness that may be peinted out as
Bavibg crept into the reading watter with the best - af wishes
for the reader, we remain.




From :

Sabir Thariani,
Clavion Road,
KARACHI-3.

Dated the Sth April, 1870,

The Trusiees,

Peermahomed Bhrahim Frust,
363, Siraiwddoula Rouad,
Hahadurahad Housing Society,
KEARACHI-S,

Tregr Sirs,

{ am sending vou herewish the iyped matier of the book
entitied “Study on the Hfe of Abu Talib”, written by me.

i, Sabir Thariani, author of the above cited book, am snitiled
to give you psrmission to print wheole or gist of this typed madier
in any language and in any number from time (0 tine,

1 being the awthor/writer of the above cited matter in ques-
tion, state that mo Royalty is required for it as it is knewn that
the Trust is publishing several Sorpial and Religious books with no
profit metive and price their poblications much under the cost and,
a8 such, they may also price this book.

Yours truly,

(SABIR THARIAND
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ardained by the Wil of God,  This mook contains facts taken from
authensic books ligt of which is also mentioned on the following

PARE.

Abu Talib protesied Muehammad dering his e e at the

cost of every thing dear to him and it was oniy after the death of
Abu Talib that calamitics began to fall oo Muhammad 5. 4. and

§

altimately he was obliged fo migraie 30 Mading under diving
orders. '

This hook will halp fo 2nbgl

ple’on the obligations

of Ahu Tallh on Muobammad (5.4 and his aission and if
d on

il thank the Almighty for helping me to achisve my obisct,

“SABIRY

Yhoriani
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Sudy on the Lifs of

BEZRABT BABU TALIS

BIRTH OF HBAZARAT ABU TALIB: (4. 8)

It is 2 day of great rejoicing in Mecca, EBvery citizen of that
great city is joyiul and jubilant. Al around, the aimosphere is
cheerful and gay. This rejoicing is due %o the fact that a son is
born te the “Sheikhul-Bataha” in this city. 'The name of fhis
venerable city father of Mecea is Abdul Muttalib. Heis the chief
of the Quraish, the sole trustee of the Harem, the bravest and the
most respected character of the time. His personality has beon
authentically described as the glamour of kings and the glory of
Prophets. He was the embodimeny of all the excellence that
belonged to the Hashamiie house.

2. (Chiefiains of various tribes of Arab, from far and near
have come to Mecca to offer congratulations to this respectable
Arab of Mecca accompanied by their chosen tribesmen, Not only
the advanced tribes of the Arab MNation but also those from deserts
and mountains, crossing difficult terrains, have reached Becca to
pay their homage to their awe-inspiring leader with their rusiic
atmosphere around them, presenting with their hearts, whatever
they could afford, receiving in turn, from their lion hearted chief,
gracious gifts.

3. On this happy occasion, sheir genercus bost Abdul
Mustalib spread his carpet of hospitality to an extent unknown to
the peasantry and the class and the hospitality continued for days
and days together.
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4. Fach individual was ecarsd for in minvlest details and
each guest was looked after 2o well that there was rejoicing and
cheerfulness allvound and the royal hospitality thus slowly came
to an end.  Bven then, thoss wheo, due to upavoidable cirenms
tances, could nos reach early began pouring in fo the metropolis
of Mecca and the hospitable house of Abdul Muttalib was ail
attention to them,

5. This hospitality was extended ¢to all the poor and needy
of the country who were coming in batches and cach individual
returned happy and contented from this wagnanimous housechold.
Each individoal was and offered his heartfelt thanks to Abdal
Muttalib and praved for the welfzre of the son that was born fo
him, This was is the vear 535 4., Arabiz was at that timoe at
its zenith in the field of poetry and lderature and various com-
positions fowed from the hearis of poets and iiterateurs in com-
memoration of this great occasion.

8, Abdul Mutialib gave the name of “Shaibatul Hamd” i, e,
the ““finality of praise’” to this pew born son of his. This name
spon developed inte the pet name of ‘Bhaiba’. In the Arab cul-
fure it was customary io give other pames also to the child and
aiso to shower upon the child other names., He was also calied
by the name of [mran which was the name of the father of Prophsi
Hareon, cousin of Prophet Moses. Since his great grand-father’s
name was Abd-e-Manal, he was called by that name also.

APPELLATION (KUNKNYAD

7. This child was given the title of Raees-e-Mecca, Shaikhul-
Bataha which means the chiefl of Mecca. It s also customary $o
give appeliation (Kaunpiyat) to the child so that when the child
grows up and becomes a father he knows the desire of his parents
about the names to be given to them. This kunnivat that this
child got was Abu Talih — the father of Talib — and this child
begame renowned by his kunnivat and il this day he s known
populariy by that name slone.

8. This nowly born child had  hardly besn fed on his
mother’s milk when, according to the prevalling custom of the
ttme, brave and exalted families of the Arab Clan began to app-
roach Hazeat Abdul Mutialib (A8 offeringtheir healthy acd rebust
ladies to suckle this child.  After grear serusiny 2z lady from g
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family renowned for chivalry, bravery and geuerosity was solected
snd she was eptrusted this child.  As days ‘ ;

1o grow excepiionzlly fast, vigourons apd 1
forehead shone rays that promised a3 grent

he chi
gk

oy him,

septionally promising .
wore aimost astounding. prehead the i

apparent aud from his ianocent pratzie come greal bints of brave

T

and foriliude,

TRAINING OF HAZEAY ABU TALIB (4.5

9. Abu Talib was hardly five vears of
began as 4 warrior and the art of mejug bow and
ship, riding and tsckling various Gghiing wes
routine,  Fe showed exceptionsl ability £ a5
and every one was stunned by his perfection o this fisld,  Sihmul
taneously and gradually Abu Talib also learnt the art of discourse
and public speaking and by $he time he had attained pubsrty be
appeaied to be a polished youth, a brave seldier, an impressive
spoalker and ¢ formiduble debater.

ASRTH OF HAZRAT ABDULLA (A b

10, The position of respect ihat Abu Talib bad attained in
chiidhood at the age of only ten can be imagined from the fact
that when ot that time another soun was born 1o Abduol Muanalib,
who was named Abdullah asd whoe alterwards hecame the Iathey
of Mubzmmad (5. A.) the Prophet, people while paying homage
and congratulations to Abdul Muttalib alse approached this young
boy — only ten vears of age and found him worthy enough to be
falicitated at the good luck of having a brother.

i1, Abdullah, the sewly born son got atfached 1o his ten
years senior brothsr Abu Talib in a very chracteristic manaer,  Abu
Talib wsed to take special care te heep Abdullsh bappy and con-
tented in all respects. Mo used to glve bim company to the best
of his ability and the love between ilie two grew by leaps and
bounds, It was a matter of greai satisfaction for the parcnds {o
see these two brothers so happily attached | who werg sons of the
same mother. Ina few years Abu Tallb grow fo be a promising
youth and a streng piilar of support for the entire family,
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CHARACTER AND MANNERS

12, Abu Talib, in his vouthful vigour furned out o be an
ideal youth for the entice Arab world of that time. His warlike
perfection, his great demeanour in general and his writings in
vtabic prose and poetry made him renowned, People liked the
ligerary flow from his head and heart and he was respected every-
where on that account. His chivairous bebavicwr, won for him
the hearts of the entire Arab world; and when he became the obiect
of admiration and adoration of all around him, sspecially his
benevelent parents and his voung loving brother, with whom his
attachment had increased beyond bounds, he found himself ip an
earthly heaven and his endeavours to reach perfection naturglly
muitiplied. He was the here of the Avab world and on his valour,
sagacity and generosity depended the futnre of the whole Arsb
nation.

i3, The high standard of culture that Abu Talib had for-
tunately developed aiways made him feel the necessity of change
in the atmosphere around him. It pained him {o see, as it did his
father, that in general the Arab mation stosd culturally on o very
low platform — bowing before handmade gods, fighting and quarreling
over minor affairs, sucking the blood of the poor by unlowful and
autocralic methods - class harred, lack of fraternity, absence of
fove and aflection in  home life — despicable  age-old customs of
sacrifice and wihims ~— the capitalist system of trade and bargaining,
adultery, gambling, drinking, killing of daughters at their birth,
fatolerable atrocities to slaves, cruelty with servants, bribery, corsup-
tion and looting, and these were gnawing af the heart of thiy great
youlh and he was craving for a dire revolution in these marters.

ANCESTORS OF HAZEAT ABU TALIB {A.8)

14, His forefathers and the entire family were so noble
minded that from ages they served the Arab nation in one form
of another. His grand-father Hashim, from whom they were all
known as Bani Hashim, was 2 great benefactor of his time and in
iimes of famine and other difficulties he used to procure foodsiuffs
from far and wide and st his own cost used to feed the masses.
in order to make the people happy and prosperoud i was this
great Hashim who bad managed to conclude ayresments with the
governments of Yemen, Syria, Rome, Hthopia, Iran and other
countries o a barter basis to exchange goods and to expand frade
and commerce,
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15, His father Abdol Muttalib, being inspired by divine
wisdom got the well of Zamzam agein flowing for the people of
Meoce and for those visiting this holy city. And be revived many
matters of the times of Abrabam which were uitimately incorpota-
ted in the rites of Haj afterwards.

16. Abdul Muttalib bad ten sons and six daughters,

17. Abun Talib and Abdulla were brothers born to his wife
Fatema binte Umroo. He had two more wives from whom were
born the other children.

18, Abu Talib and Abdulla both were extremely desr to
their father because they stood shgulder te shoulder with him in all
his noble activities,

1%, Abu Talib had growa up encugh and the parents were in
search of a befitting girl to be his wife. After great scrutiny and
care 3 maiden from the same family, Fatema, cousin of Abu Talib,
danghter of Asad son of Hashim was selected teo be bis wife and at
the age of about Twenty-five Abu Talib was married to this poble
lady, afier obtaining mutual consent.

90. This was the beginning of a very responsible life of
respect and dignity for this great son of 2 very great father.

21, Fatima binte Asad, grand danghter of Hashim father
of Abdu! Muttalib, wae a heroine of her time. She was the most
exalted Iady of the Hashmite family. She was an ideal woman
cultured and perfectly trained for all her duties. She born fauliless
chayacter snd the radiance of plety aund noblenecss shone from her
faca. The ladies of Niseca held her in grest esieem snd she was
ynown as the ides! of womanhood,

MARRIAGE OF HAZRAT ABU TALIB(A. 5,

22. The wedding toock place at Mecca with great pomp. All
the tribes of Arabia came to Mecca as guests of Abdul Mutiaiib
to take part in the wedding. All over there was joy and rejoicing.
It was a happy occasion in the family of the head of the Arabs.
Poets got an opportunity 1o express their feelings about their head
and shower encomiums on the great personality, for whom they
had profound respect and reverence. The atmosphere in Mscea
was joyful and jubilant and everywhere there was glory and gla-
MOU,
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m5  People had gathered in large mumbers for this weddin
and sach individual yushed 1o congratpizte Abu Talib and ki
revered father for this blessing that was bestowed upon the family.
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cand it in worthy of note thet the

Takih, If wasa

24, The nikah tcok plac

{
Khutha of the Mikah was personaliv by A

[steaelatt

Tistory has 160

glorious oceasion for this voung soul d
this Khutha in the most emphalie manner, whic

sustainer of all the werlds and Who i3 the lord of the Arsh — (he

Ka'ha und the exalted places.  He is the Lord who has choses us
feaders of the people and granted s the gpecial instinet ip hove
knowledge ahout Him and made us the guides for people. Helept
ug pure  from doubts — impurities, dcjécts and megn matiers —— FHe
placed us i an exaited position and gave Uus superiorily over 1he res!
of the tribes. Weare the substance of the reverence of the Holy
house of Abrahap and we are the posterify and green fieids of the

8. A4l profses are dus o that® Almighty God Whe is 1h2

progeny of fsawil.

56, f have selected as may life pariner Faiema binte Asad and
have discharged the agreed DMeher and you can take evidence aboud
this from her ond bear witness thereof.””

n7. At this, Asad, the father of she bride and nancle of Abu

Talib declared — We have given Falima 0 y0U in nikah and we
are pleased at that.”” ¥

28, After this there was endless rejoicing for full seven days
and the partaking of Valima continued day and sight.  People
came pouring in and buge feasts were heid in which each one ale
10 his heart's content and people used to 20 and congratuiate botb

Al Talib and his father on this great ozession.

9%, Pocis began to pour out thelr hearis celebrating this
great oeension and pansgyrics as recited by the well known post
fhnens-Sait wae ai the climax.  This piece of poetiy was recited by
him on the oocasion and won lawrets {or aim,

&
=
(75
ok
f=N

30, This marriage of Abu Talib and Fatema bint
*This denetes without any doubt shat Abu Talib belisved in the unity
of God,

=
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proved to be a wery hapey anion.  The husband and wife
an jdsal couple.  The understanding betwesn the twWo was ¢o
and this union brought ail huppiness and prosperity to the ont
family, Abdul Mugalib was extremely happy and joyous and was
day and night in gratefulness to hiy God for the endowmeny for such
a Flessing. Thete was peace and prosperity in the fm‘m%y but
there was a continnous prick in the hearts of Abdal Muttalib and
his entire family including his sons Abu Tuiik and Abdulla that
although they themsslves were very happy it had still not been
possible for them all to change the deplorable spiritual condition
of the Arabs,

THE ARABS OF THAT TIME:

31, The Ka'ba was foll of idols, lwoworand and vehement
M,ms botieved io several pods and serfs i ags old established
and in each one of them lay the Tundaments of pitiable
Their ways of life wers vory a.,!nhygcﬁic and impure.
mbline. drinking and Bbloodshed were their regular
s; their hearts bore hatred and malice and they guar
rolled over trifies and shed blood like ordinary water, Human iifs
and property werz aot sacved to them and pawly born daughiers
were being buried alive.  They used to take pride in going round
the Ka'be in a uaksd congdition and although Abdul Mutiaib and
His sons tried their best to bring abouot 2 revelution, the firmly heid
age-old convictions confd not be removed. Onthe contrary the
masses hated this intervention of this solitary family in thelr firmly
heid traditions and this poor state of alfzirs had a very saddening
efect op the entire family of Abdul Muttalib.  This condition was
prevalent not only amongsi the Arabs bur this was the siate of
aifairs whole throughout the known world of that day. They all
prayed day and night to the Almighty Creator so that the whims
and wrong convictions ol the mas conld shange for the belter
and that was the only move left for them.  Being themselves God-
minded they abhorred the masses bowling down before gods made
by their own hands and they could not understand the low mentality
of the Arabs when they used to make Gods out of sweetened flour
and sfter making idols out of it, they bowed before them and afier
postrations they used to eat the same away. S0 Base was the
mentality of the Arabs at that sime. This was genuine ocause of
unhappiness and restlessness for the aoble family  of Alsdul
Muitalib.
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HIRTH OF HAZRAT ABU TALIB (4. 5.3 1—

29, Anyhow the family of Abdul Muitalib itself was happy,
contented and prosperous and the happiness was multiplied when
a son was born to Abu Talib and according to the kunnivat given
by his father the som was named Talib, This was the first son
horn to Abu Talib and the joy, the happiness on this gocasion were
endless; jubilant celebrations were neld and thers was rejoicing all
cound. Abu Talib was ali thankful to his Creator for this blessing
and Fatema binte Asad was also greateful to God for the blessing

MARRIGE OF HAZRAT ABDULLA (A.5)

34, This happiness apd joy wenf on increassing since the
brother of Abn Talib, Abdulla, also was now twentyfive yoars of
age and his marriage also took place. He was married by mutul
consent Lo Amena, 4 cousin of Abduila daughter of his real uncle
Wahah son of Abd-e-Munaf. So these fawmily unions of Abu Talib
and Abdulls with their cousins sirengthed all ths more ihe Bani
Hashims and again according to the age old customs rejoicing
and celsbrations went on for a long time. Abduila was luckier
than Abd Talib in as much as while there wsre iwo patrons over
the head of Abdulla at the time of his marriage -~ one his father
Abdul Muitalib and the other his reversd slder brother Abu Talib,
Abu Talib had the shelter of only his father. Itis worthy of note
that Abu Talib acted as the central figure in these celebrations and
the joy and happiness of Abdulla knew 0o bounds.

BIRTHDAY OF HAZRAT AQEEL (A. 5.):

34, By this time another son also was born to Abu Talib
whom he named Ageel. Abu Talib at this tims had reached the
age of about shirtyfive.

TUE INCIDENT OF ABRAHA —

3%, Things were proceeding with peace and prosperity but
a5 is usual dark clouds gathered on the herizon to proneuncs with
graater emphasis the radiance of light.

36. The prosperity of Mecca and all the happiness found in
the household of the protectors of Ka'ba were the tatk of the Arab
world, The Ruler of Yamen Abraba, could mot tolerate these
positions of honour and importance of ¥aba and Mecca and he -
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had a keen desire to destroy the Ka'ba and to change the seat of
bonour to Yemen.

37, Since dbraha had intended to crush the glory of Mecca by
irring to direct the attention of people from Mecca to Yemen and
since he had put up avery attractive church at that place to take the
place of Ka'ba, Bani Fagim and Barni Malik of Meecca got jealouse at
this desian of Abraha and managed (o visiv the church secretly and
pollitted it in a very bad manner.  This earaged Abraha and he decided
to take reveage. In or aboul the year 570 A-D. he marched rowards
Mecca after making a gignatic preparations for war and took with him
a fleat of elephants to destroy the Ka'ba.

38. The historical incident noted in the Hely Qui’an ip the
chapter of the Elephant pertains to the epoch of Abdul Mugralib.
Abraha, the Ruler of Yemen who was a Christian pot extremely
jealous about the sanctity of the Holy Ka'ba, which was the contrs
of activity for ail the iribes on accout of its age-old distinction he
goyv a very big cathedral constructed in Wemen and tried to divers
the attention of the visiting and irading missions to collect thers
instezd of at Meoca. A his efforts falied and hiz ang
arcused 1o snebk an sxtent that fAnally be decided 10 see thay the
Hobv Ka'ba was destroyed so that his ambition could be fuifitied.

39, dspreviously meniioned this Ju] sedled 1o irvade Mecca
with a view to destroving e Holy Ka'ha Approaching Mecea, he
encamped in a vast plain and il the catie and coniels and shecp whick
were grazing on the ground belonging ro Abdul Mutialib were captured
by his army.  On getting this news Akdul Muftalib courageously
set out to protest. Both the chieftains met. Abdul Muttalib asked
for an explanation for the action taken by Abraha by capturing the
animals, Abraha, who had learnt a lot about ths bravery, lion-
heartedness and valour of Abdul Mutialib showsed surprise at this
protest. Hetold Abdul Muttalib surcastically that be {Abraha)
had held him so for in great respect but afier listening fo this
protest he was obliged to change his opinion. Abdul Muitalib
could not grasp what Abraha meant by this statemens. Abiahs
explained that he was shocked to learn that he {Abdul M attalib)
was reore concerned about kis personal property and bad nothing
to say about the Holy Ka’bs, which he bad come todestroy and for
which so much reverence was being shown all over.  Abdul Muttalib
in a very chivalrous manner explained that while the captured live-stock
was his personal property he would definitely fight for it but as far as

EF e
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Ka'ba was concerned it was the Holy House of God, ithe all Powerful,
and «y such he was absolutely confident and sure that God alone could
be sufficient fo protect His House and fight the tremendously powerfitd
arazy he hed brought which swould be done withour shedding aven o drop
af blood of the Arabs. So Abdul Muisalib in a verv calm bur oha-
Henging tone retorted that he was the Lord of the camels the release
of which he was asking for but the onse had its own Lord Whas
wottld defend it

40.  This shows the confidence and faith that Abdul Muttalib
had in the powers of his Ope Supreme God.  He was the direct
descendant of Prophet Abraham and in the veins of these heroes
was flowing the holy blood of great prophets.  When this historical
reply was given to Abrgha by Abdul Muttalib, his son Abu Talib
was full thirty-five vears of age and his younger son Abdulla was a
blooming youth of tweaty-five. These were the nobls imunressions
on the minds of these two sons from their reverad father,

DESTRUCTION OF THE HUGE ARMY OF ABRAHA

slo ds bistory proves it without o shadow of doubi, ihe huge
army of Abraha was destraved by o flock of birds carrying pebbles in
their beaks and each pebbie when it fell on fke elephants, and the army
the huge animals and soldiers lav dead on the ground.

42. This historical incident has beep recorded in the Holy
Qux’an in the chapter of the Elephant (hus

43, Ia the name of Cod, the Heneficent, the Merciful -
“What hast thou not seen how the Lord dealt with the
fellows of the Flephant
Didst He uot cause their device to err,
And sent He dewn upon shem birds in Hocks.
Pelting them with stoues of baked clay.
Thus rendered them Like straw eaten up (by cattie)?”
(Ch @ 10%)

UNFLINCHING CONFIDENCE IN GOD -

44. This great victory of the godly ones over their opponents
wag no ordipary incident. It established for ever the SUDIEmacy
of God over fragile human force and power and this incident had
a lasting impact on the entire world of that age. Abu Talib znd
Abdulla shared the joy of their father and their faith in God which
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was already strong now vzached the heights of unflinchive cope-
fidencs. '

45. ahdul Mutialib by one siaiement proved the confidence
e had in the Almighty.  He fulfilled his duty - an important duty
which was entrasied to him by his revered father, Hashim.

DEFEAT OF THE KING OF YEREN

46. It was not the first time that Kaba was ailacked by enemies
From the times of Propf’z._eﬁ Abraham and during the tines of the off-
springs of Hrzrat Ismael — ihe period of Fahr Ibne Malil is noted
for an atiack on Ka'ba. The King of Yemen Hassan bin-2-Kalale
Himyari could not tolerate the growing prosperity of Mecca due
to Ka'ba and be also attacked the Holy City so that he could ipclude
it in his empire, but the sagacity, courage and fortitude of Fahre-
bin Malik ¢id not allow this plan o eed  and with the help of
the tribos of Kanana, Khozaima, Asad and Zuzam he fought bravely
ty defegt the King of Yemen.

47. The members of this holy dignified fumily alone rose to the
pccasion to protect the sanctity of Ka'ba and in the time of Abdul
Muttalib the miraculons defear of Abraha put the last nail in this
coffin,

4%, Dashim’s grandfather Zaid, also known as Qisa Bin
Kilab reorganised she tribes and united them to from a powerful
force at Meccs known as Batahs al that tims.  The proteciion of
the sanctity of Ka’ba became his sole responsibility and he also be-
came the head of Mecea, He established the famons Darul Nadva
where justice was being dispensed by the Quralsh in the most
dignified manner. It was here also that decisions were taken to
open a public acconnt where people in geperal could donats and
monies thus sollected used to be spent on the hospitality of peopls
who visited Mecea during the pilgrimage seasons.

4%, His son Abde Mapaf and Abde Manal’s son Hashim
also continued the same trend and Hashim’s son Abdul Mutialib
alse kept up the family tradition and gave it additionad fustre,

E}EAE‘}% OF HAZRAT ABDULLA (A. 59

50, On return from this histerical incidens, so strongly
recorded in history — and after everything agaln became normal
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Abdulla went on a trade expedition towards Yasrab afterwards
koown as Mading, where he fell seriously ill and as a result brea-
thed his last on this journey. i was a day of ureat sorrow for
Abdul Mutsalib, Abu Talib and the entire Hashimite family. There
were tears, weeping and wailing everywhere i Mecea and the yrief
that took hold of the happy lamily can hardly ba described,  An
air of profound mourning grippsd the entire city of Mecca and
the distant death of Abdulia gave a shattering biow o the prevail-
ing happiness of the entire family. The cheerful faces of the Hashi-
mites changed to profound grief and gloom and the unhappinass
was multiptied due to the fact that Amena was in a family way and
still there were two months left for the child to see the tight
of day, ]

51. For Amena it was the greatest tragedy and her sorrow
ktiew no bounds. Everyone in the family, including Fatema bints
Asad diverted all their sttention to Amena giving her all the con-
solation they could, explaining to the grisf-siriken widow the
ultimate wisdom of God and the helplessness of the human beings
before His August Magesty. Thev all trisd 1o say whatever best
they could think of with a view to offering her one consclation
aiter another, predicting great things for the child in her womb
and offering consolation of various kinds. They all consolad her
to rely on the judgment of the Lord Who would one day or the
other reward her for her extreme patience and give her all the good-
ness as a recompense for this sad and painful bereavement,

32. Amena, grief striken and sad, disappeinted and discon-
solate paturally found great refief from thess soothing consolations.
Her oniy consolation was that after two months she would definitely
get in her arms a child that would be her life itself, born of her
beloved husband, and her own flesh and blood who would iilu-
minate her hark and desolate days. This hope was not unfounded
sinee, even during her pregaancy, the child in her womb was as
times behaving rather extra-ordinarily. She was many a time feeling
that the child in the womb was actually falking to her and talking
sense and she alse always observed that while passing near Ka'ba the
child would wish her to0 show respect for the sanctity of the Sacred
house of God.

33, History has recorded Amena saying that she never felt
anyihing burdensome or pain- giving during the period of pregnancy and
LS stated 1haot Abdul Muttalis, while he was near Holy Ka'ba the night



HAZRAT ABU TALIE 5%

before the child was born, saw the Holy Ka'ba actually howing down
towards the Magam-e-Abraham, and heard the words **Aliahe Akbar ™
twice, He also heard the Ka'bs thanking the Almighty God jor soime
ultimate preparation for its purification from the idols that were occs
Bying iy,

BIRTH OF THE HOLY PROPHEYT MUHAMMAID (5. 4.

54, According to various historical statements the birth of
the child took place on the 9th or 10th or 12th or 17th of Rabiul
Awal, Amul Feel, April 571 A, C.

35. Many extracrdinary incidents have been racorded and
smentioned in history that took place at the hirth of the child. A
few of them are recorded here because these incidents created an
impact on the minds of Abdul Muttalib, Abu Talib and Fatema
inte Asad o such an extent that the course of their life was from
then directed in one chaonel alone to do all that was possible to
cara for the ¢hild and to see that he was givea all the protection
that was physically possible to enabls the child 1o fulfill his
mission,

36, Ar the birth of this child i is recorded thar the entive
atmosphere way illumingted with a peculiar [ustre.  Everyone present
was simined at the fllumination ircluding the child's mother Amena.
ft is also recorded that the place of Naoshervan rocked and fourteen
irrets of his castle cracked. The fire that was abright in Faras in
the fire temple for ful one thousand years all of o sudden went off and
il that place there was a Jeeling of frusirarion and wonderment,

57, All these symptoms, 2upeciziy the illumination of the
entire atmosphere which set abright the antire housshold and the
exceptionally fuminous face of the newly born child nroved with-
out doubt that the new-comer was no ordiasry humas being.  Abdul
Muttalib, Abu Talib and Fatema binte asad wers overwhelmed
with joy — their happiness and iniernal peace knew no bouads.
They feit that at least it appeared that their prayers wers heasd and
the prayers of Abraham were devinity responded ic and that from
this noble houschold of Abraham a child was born that held out
promises for the betterment of mankind from the very moment it
was born,  Allin the family were elated with jov and happiness.
Feople flocked to congratulate this patron of the Arabs and his
sen Abu Talib at the birth of this exceptional son and all through-
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aut Riscos (hers Was reioicing 2nd glee. Abdut Muttalib and Abu
Talib were filed with happiness and shere was cheerfulness all

[

8% (i the seventh day after ihe hirth of this child Abdul
Afutialib invited the Quraish of Mecca to an Aquiga feast and people
cume in awnbers (v attend the cerenony, After the feast was over
people asked Abdul spttalib what pame De had given 1o 1S
%@gmingly sxtraordinary child. Abdul Mutizlib replied that he had
named him MUHAMMAD since he was inspired fo do so. This
same was entirely a new name among the Arabs and people asked
Abdul Muttaiih why he had departed from she Arabic customs?
andul Mutialib replied that this child was one whose praises would
e sung on this carth and in the heavens and that he had named him
s ont that account.  The literal meaning of the name s Muhammad "
tx vane who iy prajsed”

FAZRAT ABU TALIES (A 5) ACTIVITIES ¢

59, abu Talib, Tollowing in the {ootsteps of his noble father,
was by now a very popular figure in the Arab world of that time,
Whenever an opportunity arose Abdul Mustahib would ask Abu
Tylib te represent him and the amicable and social nature and
renowned hospitality of this great youth won for him the hearts of
all those who came in contact with him.

60, When the time of pilgrimage approached, Abu Talib
wouid be the busiest man of Mecca. ie would nersonally organise
all matters to keop the visitors, numbering thousands, happy and
contented, He would make arrangements for iheir most comfor
able boarding and lodging and see 10 the minutest details for their
copvapience in all respect. Fle would spread carpets for them in
the various sarais fixed and appropriated for the purpose. The
feeding arrangements thar he wonld maks for shem at varicus
places reflected the Hashamite hospitality, rich and munificent, He
would give them succour and help in all directions and bis care of
the poor and the down-trodden was unparalleled. He was a shelter
for all the helpliess people.  He was like rains in fimes of famins
and light in a place of darkness. He would go out of his way 0
pay respect 1o those that happened (o be from the jower social
<traty and i used to be a pisce of achievement that after ihe pil-
grimage everyeag, rich and poor, went fully satisfied from ibe
thoreshonld of this grest Hashimite family. As was cusiomary

G
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poets and literary talents used to compose poems and write eulogies
expressing their joy and jubilance for the holy oocasion and history
is full of such literary pleces rocorded by most weli-known poots
and writers of that time.

&1, History has recorded in solden words the services rende-
red by AbuTalibto the down trodden and the ignorant Arad world.
The effect of his character was Telt day i and day out,  Fis pens-
rosity, hospitality and loving natore had created a place for hiin
in the hearts of the people. As previously stated the despicable age
old wrong customs of the Arabs always kept him sad and thinking,
particularly the cuises of gambling, drinking, wsury, ihaldry, looting,
plundering, Iving, plotting and debauchery which were pravelent n
thase davs.

&7, Fipding the Hashimite family alone as the saviour of the
Arabs and having boen accepted as ideal leaders of righteous people
Abdul Mubtizlib and his son Abu Talib were continuously appro-
ached by ignorant people 10 give their judgments when there was
guarre} and contention. Abdal Muztalib was gradually initiating
his son Abu Takb in the art of handling thest masters and the
being dealt with by Abu Talib in the most
heart Burnt when he found his peopie
guarrelling extensivaly ovey ardinary teifles and the sermons he gave
thom, eapiainmg am their weakness, are ail recorded in his-
tory.  Af times during gamibling peopie staked thelr all in thelr
ners, and the quarrels over
such nlgiters werg ot Reasrier cand painful Abo Talib settled
their disputes 15 an admirable mananer and while doeing so gave
them advice and instructions 1o shun ihe bad customs, habits and
practices and since he Wimself was above those vices angd bore an
ideal character, his words had powerful effect.  He o ted all
throughout in the capacity of an ideal reformer and his efforss to
educats the Hliterate, gnide ibe misguided and correct the wrong-
doers had definitely a zood effzct on the morals of the people.

jgnorant people were
hefitfing manner

ey

puinous games, aven their Wies

THE HOLY PROPHET MIUHAMMAD (8. A

63. The great, promising son thal was bora te Amena was 1he
centre of aitention for the entire Hashmite family. Abdui Mutialit
considered the child to be the light of his eves, Abu Talit considered
him as his very soul — Fatima binte  Asad ook care of him as if Ae
were the very sowrce of hey life and the position of Ament was £o
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exalied now in the family tha she became the object of respect und
reverence for all of them.

64. As was customary amongst the Arabs sslection was o
be made of 2 woman of high breed to feed the child with her mils
The child so far was heing Ted by ifs mother and afier seme time
2 lady by the name of Halecma-e Saadia, so well kpown in history
was appeinted to feed and look alier the child,

8% During the perfod Muhammad was under the care of
Haleema Sadia, so many unusual iacidenis took place that to
record all of them would 61l vp pages of reading matier. Hualeema
after having got possession of this child found herself endowed
with unusval blessings of peace and prosperity. The coming of
an Angel from hesven to the child apd the running away of other
children seeing that, has been recorded in tragditions. This murked
the spiritual elevation of this divinely gifted elifld. When o herd
of live stock was considered lost, it was this ¢hild Mubammad whe
siilingly came forward and with unusual assurance suromoned the
animals in his serene volce and to the astonishment of all presens,
the animals, as if in obedience to a divine commesand, came towards
him. This unusual incident naturaily mede Mubammad the lk
of the town. The news spread throughout the Atab world and the
name of Muhaminad became a sweel word on every lip,  [erea/e
whenever any lost thing was lto be found people wsed io flock io
Muhammad and this child, hardly four years o] age, wused to sorisfr
their requests and gradually Muhammad becamre well khowa in the
whole Arab world,

66. Halsema wused to narrate all these and other gnnsusl
incldents about the child to the lashamite family and Abhdul
Muttalib and Abu Talib got now prefectly convinced that soms
ing unusua! apd coremely extraordinary was thete about 1%
child and so their extensive love for this beloved ohild slowl
gradually began to deepen into reverence. Onee Haleema came
running to Abdul Muttalib and in an excited manner declared ihat
Mubhammad was not to be found and had been losi and inspite of
wide search, could not be traced. Abdul Muitalib was extr ]

H )

w

peiplexed and after performiing seven Tawafs of the Holy ¥a'ba

prayed to the Almighty for the recovery of the child.  Af:
search the child was found in ihe other vally — in meditation i un
exirdordinary spiritual mood. They were so much impressed by
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the demeanocur of the child in ahis tender age that awe tog
ol them and they now thought that, apart {rom lamily obiigs ions,
if was their religious duty to see that the child was wel] ¢ ared for
and kept continuously bappy and contented.

HAZRAT AMENA (A, S.)

67 Kind hewrted and generous as they were, they were
impelied to kerp uw child more than heppy because h:s father had
died prior to us buth rendering bim a noble orphan. The Hashzmim
family generally took umusuval care and paid special attention to
orphans and widows and no wonder that they poured out their
life and soul to keep Amena, ths widow, and  Muhammad, the
orphan, well contented any bappy. Abdu! Muttalib and Abu Talib
made it their religious duty to serve Amena and Muhammad and
they were all attention to both of them day in and day out,

68, Amena was Kept constantly satisfied and happy by Abdul
Muttalib, Abu Talic avd Faiima biate Asad.  Fatima binte Asad
took special care of 2m hereaved widow and saw that by her rendes
care she would make her forget the grie! of her early misfortuns,
This did have material efiect on her wind but the goodness of
Abdnlls, departed husband  always played upen her mind
anc sentiments and very offen it became dificuls for Fatima binte
Asad 1o console this sad and grief-sirichen iady., i one form or
another Fatlme would 5y W console Amena in the most nataral
and tactful mannser.  She would congratulate Amena on being the
mother of such an exaited child and this was the consniation that
worked like magic, dwmena, in ber Scrrowiial jears would just epen
her Lips jor o dignified smile and feel saiisfied ar the blessings
showered upon her by the Almighty in the gift of such a glorious son.

fi vy _,__m

DEATH OF HAZRAT AMENA {(A.8)

69, In order to get soms ponsolation for her grief, Amona
made ono request after great hesitation and that request was 1o go
to her husbend's tomb to pay her respects in person. It wasar quf:sﬁ
from n grief-stickan ilmri to a family full of sympathy and kindness
and the painful way in which it was prosentsd moved ihe heart of
every individul of ¢ ;za family, Abdul Muttalib and Abu Talib both
were moved o overflowing teurs at the thought of the tomb of late
Abduliz and a huge carsvan was ordered to move fo Meding Lo
SECOT Amena 1o her departed husband who was permanently resting
in the soil of Medina,
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0. The caruvan started in an atmosphere of grief and sorrow.
This was be firs: iime that sncha journey for such a purpose was
engderivken by the Ha-hmites and the atmosphere was full of grief awe
and povarence.

1. As lmek world have it, while veaching the manzil of Abva,
the prief that overtook Amena was so deep and overwhelming that
Awena's heaith tock 2 seriows tvrn and as providence had ordained
the clonds of ealamities pathered and Amenz hreathed her last 3¢
that place.

THE ORPHANHOOD OF THE HOLY PROPHET
MUBAMMAD (5. A.)

+3. and thus the orphanhood of Muhammad now became
complete.  The tragic death of Amena sent « wave of gloom and
grict in the wntire Hasbamite farily and there was weeping and

wailing in the entire household,  Tears Howed like rlve
and for Muhammad, who was BOW only 81X YPars ;
made a miark on the people their svmpathies became ppriversai,
Abdui Muttahib, Abu Talib and Falima binte Asad were prerwhel
smed with grief and sorrow apd the futwe of sdunammad now lay
only in thew purgntal care sMuhammad now becase more (HaG

ever, their sole parpose o dife and they il how wd down i prosira-

de fArpm determination 19 soe
that Mubammad never folt e o ot orphaphood i his tender
ppe.  From that time, Abdul Rfatraith, abu Talib aod Faiima
binte Asad took to Muhanunad with 4 sort o religions fervour and
Muhammad sione became the very purpose of their sxstence,

tion at the ihvine ded

13, mMuhammad, the six years old child, full of wisdom and
sense was geief firicken and sad at the loss of s beloved motber,
This sadaess of a mature nature made him ook all the more veaer-
abla. His hehaviour at this sudden 1oss was of a diznified sadness
that made him look like a mature personality full of patience, calm
and serenity.  His submission to this anm calamity was projound
and noble. Everyops jooked at the ohild with svmpathy and care
and the child looked as if ke wus d,  abdul
Bfutialib, Abu Talib ond Fad veed with grim
sorvow the dignified domeanour o

e astonsh

wat all the more because the ohild seomed (0 possess the wisd
of ail ages, In these clouds of sorrow and calamity the :
fike = sun. proclaiming that he was endowed with supesnal

]
shupe
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sense and all of them were convinced that & very graag personality
had been born in the family on whom perbans would depend the

future of haman civilisation.

74, About this thme a group of people, competetent in
predicting the future of persons from their faces and movements,
happened 10 come to Mecca and observing the child told Abdul
Muttalib that the movements of the chifd had impressed them aft
considerably and that his walking dameaour resembled the steps
that were imprinted on the Magam-e-Ibrahim—by this they per-
haps meant to convey that this chiid might walk in the fool-steps
of Prophet Abraham. The also advised Abdul Muttalib to take
special care of the child against erciies.  Abdul Mutlalid himself
being convinced about the saintly nitributes of (he child, conveyed
this message t0 Abu Talib, for whom it was noihing new because

he also was equally convinced about the excepiional greatness of
Muhammad.

75. By this time Muhammad was well renowned amongsi
the people as a child with extra-ordinary gualities and ability. A
group of Jews huaving heard his praises visited Mscea and wanied
W test the troth of his fame.  They invited him to eal with them
bui the child did not partake of the food prepared with meai. When
asked about the reason why he was not eating it, he promptly replicd
that since God's nume had not been taken ai the tims of slaughtering
the animal it was prohibited for hiv.

76, Atimecame in Mecca when there wereno rains and a very
severe famine visited in the metropolis. All round there was frustra-
tion and panic. People were anxious t0 see cven a streak of cloud
in the clean biue sky, but their eves searched for the same I vain.
When the siluation became very serious, people who used to
approach and sonsult Abdul Muttalib in such eritical situations,
and who wsed (0 do all he could {0 provide food and water to the
best of his ability, wltimately requested him to do something o
save the masses from uiter ruination. A thought flashed through
the mind of Abdel Muttal’b and he immediately took Muahammad
with him together with the Arabs of Mecca, 1o the hill of Abw
Qubais and ssked the child to prav 10 God Jor showering His
merey on fhao ity Lo ating 1o His Authority to sead rains.
As coen as tie imocest fiotds o Mo

el were roised o oo
fo ife wstonishimaent of the thousands whe fad gathercd there, clouds
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began 10 forn: [n jhe chv as if jin obedionee 10 fhe Firy Jingers of the
ctild v the auposphere svas fited with alf rain bearive clowds and
to dhelds overwiclming wonderment the cloads s and there was
heavy ram and that too, to an extent that the entire population became
graiefully conscious of the favour shown by the Creaior at the inter-
veniion of this swmall child Muhammead, People flocked 1o Abdul
Muttalib offering their thanks to him and kis nz the innoeent hands
0f the chiid that had been the cause of this g

cat divine favour.
DEATH OF HAZRAT ABDUL MUTTAL ®{aA k)

7T abda! Matalib, the patrinrch of the Quraigh, pretecior of
Kabu, chie of Mlecea, nad by this tine reached the advanced age
of cver sighty vears.  He was very happy 10 see his family’s posi-
tion perfectly secure under the able leadership 0f his son Abu
Talib who by this time had reached the ripe age of about forty-
theee Abdul Muitalib was also happy and proud to have in his
family a child like Muhammad. He had all that he could wish
for. In this peaceful atmosphere, and in the most contented
manner Abdul Muttalib fooked back with gratification at the
successful life which by Allah’s Grace he had enjoyed. He was
all thankful to his Creator for the exceptional blessings showered
wpon him.  He comiinuously used o instrust Abu Talid to take
special care of Mubhammad and also fold him about the difficulties
that wers in store for them. His benetrating eyes could foresee
the effects of the revolution that this divine child would bring
about and he also knew how difficult would be 1ife against odds of
ignorance, jealously and cruelty. He, therefore, used fo give
special instructions to Abu Talib to spare no pains in protecting
the child and 0 he continuously on the wateh so that nothing
untoward happened 10 the child.

78. Abu Talib patientty and lovingly listened to all those
mstructions and was determined more than ever to fulfil the desire
of his father in all respects.

79 During this time Abdal Muttalib o1 i1l and as provi-
dence would have i, he expired casting = terrible gloom on the
Hashamite family, the Ourish and the entire Arab world,  The
torck that was shining for more than wighty yoars all of a sudden
went off i the year 878 A0 snd there was darknoss pnd whonm
everywhere. For Muaham towas the third grest biowe-ihe
was hat OF not having besn able even 19 see the face of his Tather,
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ihe second that of losing the
mother at the age of only six and now
of eight t0 1ose the sheiter of a re ;
Muttalib, the most eminent scion of the Arab world.

tender age
i ful

wied paii

ABU TALIB (A8)S RESPONSIBILITIES

80, Abu Talib, the chosen ome of the Arabs, now became
the head of the Hashamite family.  On him fell theentire responsi-
bility that so far was being shouldered by Abdul Muttalib, He
became the profector of the Kaba, the patriarch of the Quraish
and the chief of Mecca.

81. Abu Talib had all the quatities of his great father and
people respected him out of natural 1ove and regard. He carried
on the noble traditions of the Hashamite family in identical manner
and the dignity of this clan was perfectly mainiained.  The presence
of Muhammad gave it an additiomal slumour and except for the
age-0ld despicable customs of the Arubs. which gnawed at the
hearts of Abu Talib like a thorn, the atmosphere was peaceful and
calni.

82, About this thme there was a second famine in Mecea due io
Tailure of rains.

83, Peopleapproached Abu Talibrequestinghim to do some-
thing, He was feeding the population 1o the best of his ability
but his means aiso had now reached a limit.

g4, Abu Talib, who knew the status and position of
Muhammad before his Creator, 00k him out with him, as was
previcusity done in the time of Abdul Muttalib,  When Mubammad
raised his hands o God in supplication praying for rains, hiv prayers
were immediately heard and rains came in profusely to the satisfac-
tion of all. BMuhawimad became the talk of the town on this occasion
also and his holiness and super natural powers wore over established.

TRADE EXPEBRITION OF HAZRAT ABU TALIB (A.8)

85, Affer some time Abu Talib had 0 take a trading
expadition 0 Egypt which was in those davs considered very far
away. Either out of love for Muhammad or out of fear of hidden
enemies, it is recorded that Abu Talib found it desirable to fake
Muhammad with himself on the enterprising expedition,
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56, The huge varavan under the leadeoship of Abu Talib
starfed and this was the first fime that Maohammad was leaving
Mecua {o see a 10w QoUBRLEY.

%7, Abu Falib was full of joy and happiness since on this
JUY P

journey he was dav and night near 0 Muhammad, his beloved

nephew.

£8. When the Caravan arrived near the borders of Misr
{Egypt) at a place where there was a church, under the care of the
great Christian Divine Bohaira who was renowned as an authority
on the heavenly seriptures, Abu Talib encamped there for respiie
from the extreme heat of the blazing sun. Bohaira who knew
Abu Talib came 10 see him.  He marked with great attention the
dignified demeanour of Muhammad and came 0 know all about
the child from him. Boharia’s discerning eves could see the
clouds of mercy that sheltered this great child and after putting
certain guestions to Mubammad and baing completely satisfied by
his replies, Bohaira congratulated Abu Talib suying that he could
find all the signs in this child which were mentioned in the hol ty
scriptures as assoolated with recepiants of divine guidance and
the child appeared to be the final redeemer of the down-trodden
world.

%9, It is alse stated that Bohaira could aot help exciaiming
to the child ; “My salams te vou, oh Prephet of Allah™ and advised
Abn Talib to iake wmore care of the child and not to risk anything
that would endanger his life agaiest known encmies of God.

90. It is also parrated that Abu Talib went to Syria and
there too a similar incident took place and a Nastoori chicf of the
Christians, observing the demeanour of the child and seeing the
seal Of prophethood on his back declared that there was no doubt
that this very child would be the last prephet of God and seriousiy
advised Abu Talib fo return (0 Mecea since he feared that the
jews of that place might prove very dangerous and might iry o
kil the child.

91, Abu Talib after completing his trade mission there only
returned to Mecea more than satisfied with the satisfactory results
achieved by him. He had a feeling all the way that on account of
the blessed presence of Muhammad evervthing would go well and
it proved to be much more than so, The profits were large both
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for those goods sold and those bartered.  Morenver Whe eom firm-

tion of the Christian Monk about the special posliion o his
nephew an predicled in holy seriptures sent o wave ol tranguitiic
through him.  He veturned io MMerca mach ricker aut oply mate-
rially but alse spiritually. wMuhammad, who already was sairemely
attached (o him now was actually a part and parcel of his tile and
he would 1ot allow Muhammad 10 be separated at all from him.
Fatima binte Asad cOming to know about the predictions as des-
cribad by the Christian Monks and as narrated to her by Abu
Talib was very happy but was very much scared at the warnings
given by them to protect Muhammad from the Jews and she
‘hecame very apprehensive and cautious in this matter.

92. She used fo request Abu Talib fo keep Muhammad wvay
from hazardous games and practices but Abu Talib wsed 1o 1ry 16
convinee her that swordmanship and such practices would definitely
prove of use fo Muhammad in facing the future which indicated
possibilities of trials and hard times.  So Abu Talib while leaving ne
stone yniwrned to keep Mufiammad safe from possible hidden cnemies
allowed him to train himself as « great warrior and ihis attitude
proved a great boon to Muhamead within o very short fime.

MUBAMMAD (S.A0)°S YALOUR

93. An old dispute that existed between the clans of Bani
Kanana and Bani Havazin, was continuously disturbing the peace
of Mecca, These disputes and occasional Irictions between the
two had continued {or vears, Bani Kanuna were being supported
by the Quraish in this dispute.  Binve Bay Havuvin were commit-
ting intolerable atrocities on their opponents Abu Talib now found
it necessary to personally intervene in'this matter.

94, When ail efforts failed ati peace, war was the only
solution.

95, Abu Talib prepared for a final fight against the Bani
Havazin. He also thought it proper to take Muhammad with him
to participate in the (war) fight betwsen the two tribes so that
war and blondshed can be intresssed by him personally and alt the
essary experionce gained. He was perfectly convinced about
the perfection of Muhammad in the war field and in its art and this
practical performance would definitely give hima practical opportu-
nity to show his worth, Notonly that Abu Talib also wanted that the




24 HAZRAT ABU TALIB

bravery

and mititary prowess of Muhammad
W e Avabs which would strike panic in
woald think ten tunes before forcing
he I The final hour was
Howiv a nrmidable conliot

shonta

Sho Al Talil was the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF on his
wied alvo fook astive pare in this first batile.  The
ved by Midiamd, on this orcasion was a i

2

cofoarddof Mulimisad i kis tesns e was now aalv
sjowas the coneedl ficure i this clash. Abu Talib was amezed
and agrecably surgrised to see that aet on fy Mulcemmad fought with
the eremy at dll points but e also cut all the arrows that were being
directed to wound Abu Talib,  The hoy was not only protecting him-
soli and advancing 1o anvibilate the enemy but also was continuousty
profecting Abu Talib teking all the risks that some other warrior
wiih loss courage would Lave avoided.  Onz can imagine the power-
Jul sentiments that tool hold of Abu Talit at this display of filiate
affecrion displayed by his nephew. Tears af joy flowed from his
eyes. Atwas a glorious occasion for Muhammad but it was more so
Jor Abu Talib in whose heart justifiable pride and gratification surged
with gratitude to God. Abu Talib beamed with Joy ro see that his
self-taught nephew had grown up 1o be a natural here, cast in a
mould of perfection in matiers which were fighty valued and esreem-
ed by the Arabs.  Hewas a lion hearted generous bestower, o perfect
scholar, a model of perfection in humanity and a brave fighter in
single combats.  For Abu Talib this demonstration of valour, art of
Jighting and strength of Muhammad was a great revelation. As was
expected, when the Bani Havazin took 1o their heels and Sled and
complete vietory was won, Muhanumad had all the laurels of victory.
His name was on every lip and the poets composed yerses in hix
praise in eulogistic phrases.

97. This necessary evil of a war brought am end 1o the feud
that was raging for years between the twe tribes and there was 2
breeze 6f peace alround.

98, This war had a very grim impact on Muhammad, Before
his eyes came the trivial matters over which the Arabs fought and
shed blood.  The death of Abdul Muttalib had already made him
sad and reserved, to prefer solitude to company and this war
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increased this. He would sit for long times pondering over the
future of the Arabs and since he was showered with divine mercy
and eternal wisdom he used to meditate for hours and hours as to
how to change the dogmatic ways Of the Arabs and how 1o unite
them on one single platform, creating amoengst them feelings of
brotherhood, love and fellow-feelings. People marked this change
in his life in a very ¢lear manner as he used 1o disappear in plains
and mountains and sit there in solitude for long time pondering
and meditating.

ABBAS AND TRADE EXPEDITION

99, When Muhammad was seventeen years of age his uncle
Abbas approached Abu Talib to permit him to take Muhammad
with him on a trade expedition to Yemen because he was convine-
ed that Muhammad’s presence in the caravan would bring him
unaxpected gains.

10, Abu Talib was continuously worzied ot the solitary
Muhammad, solitude and retirement being adopted by so he was
ery happy at this suggestion of his brother Abbas. Muhammad also
was ouly tos happy to be of heip to bis uncle and so the caravan lefi
Wieera Tor Yemen and returned safely with morc than expected profits.

101, This successful retwrn of Muhammad from the trade
expedetion convinced many traders in the city that this youth
carried good luck with him. It was now known 1o all the Arab
raders that Mubammad was a blessed personality and his very
presence was enough to bring good fortuns to those who were with
him,

102.  As previeusiy described Mecea was a renowned cify and
trade expeditions msed to freguently come to and go from there. This
cify was breathing life througk {rade and commerce.

HAZRAT KHADLJA (A.S.)

103, A very wealthy lady of Mecca by the name of Khadija
was engaged in trade and commerce on a large scale and she was
a women of enterprise. It is said that she possessed vast riches)
She was well-knmown as the wealthiest merchani-princess of that
great city. On account Of straight dealings and straight forward-
ness she had earned a very good name for hersetl, The wxient Of
her wealth could just be imagined by the fact that she possessed
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wd camicls on the move, laden with merchandise
This fady had by now learat more than any
One colse ui the aracter and personality of Muhammad ;
whilst om the look eut Tor « relisble Person who could be trusted
witii the miervhandise und management of her wealth so  that
Hurder: of it on herself could berelieved, she approached AbuTalib
requesting him tosend Mahammad to head her trading organisation.

104, AMecca was during  these davs dwindling in prosperity
because of occasional famines and this had an effect on the Sfinancial
position of Abu Talib also.  Abu Talib would have willingly agreed
to the proposal of Khadija pur the separation Srom Muhammad was
foo much for him, Movreover, Abu Talib abways remembered that
Muhammad was not safe Srom hidden enemies and all these matrers
came up for discussion while talking over the matier with Khadi ja.
Regarding protection of Muhammad she guaranteed that two cheicest
persons would be appointed by her to see that Muhammad was Pro-
tected every moment and, sirce she alse was not an idol-worshipper,
she told Abu Talib 1o rely on the Creator of Muhammad as far as
protection was concerned.  This dppeated to Abu Talib very much
and with the willing consent of Mulramnrad an ugrecment was reached
and 1t was decided that Mubammad would lead the next trade expedi-
ton, on behalf of Khadi ja, '

TRADE EXPEDITION O HAZRAT KHADLIA (A.S)

Y35, Preparations then began for the trade expedition. For
the sake of safety, and also for the sake of wellbeing of all, many
other traders decided to join this trade expedition and go together.
In all seven big traders decided 1o join Khadija’s trade expedition.
Each one of the expeditions was to be fed by its chieftain and their
NAMSS were announced.

106, The expedition of the tribe of Bani Mukhzoom was to
be led by Abu Jahal, one of the leaders of Mecca ; Bani Adi
appointed Mutuam as their head ; Bani Zohra selected Ajnaia as
their head ; Bani Looi appointed Abu Sufiyan as their chief , Abbas
and Hamza, uncles of Muhammad also were 10 lead their own
caravan ; but when Khad ija, after consultations with her usual
chiefs, decided for the first time t0 appoint Mahammad as the head
of ber caravan there was an upproar and consternation in the camps
of Abu Jah] and Abu Sufivan,
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107, Abu Jahal being a senior Arab resented the appeintmeni
of Muhammad on the gmwzd.s' of persenal  jealousy. Abu Sufiyan,
heing an Cmmayid chief, was naturatly epposed to any exaltation of
any Hashmite, particularly o f Muhammad, now the renowed youlh of
the Hashamite clan. This epposition was mel very powerfully by
Hamza and Abbas and the situation became tenge especially between
Abu Jahal and Hamze,  Seeing all these iroubles Muhammad with a
cheerful smile on his face stepped forward to say thet it was 100
trival g matier to quarrel over and e dealt with the matter in such «a
pleasing and tact ful manner that the anzer on both sides subdued.
He declared that e would keep his caravan last of ali and that
others would load this huge jeint trade expedition.

108, This quenched the fire that had been kindled and every
one was stunnad by the sagacity and talk of Muhammad, especially
W hadija who was all praise for the brilliant tackling of the problem
by this great wise youth. In order 10 protect Mubammad she
deputed two of her chiefining Maisara and Hozaima bin Hakim
giving them special instructions to be near Muhammad all the
time and see that the youth was never left siprotected.

100, The day arrieved when the whole caravan was 10 start
with all its pageaniry and pomp. ALl the cumel-backs wers leaded
upto the brim and orders werc jssued so that the eavavan should
start. It so happened that at this time two camels would not get vp
cither dae to obstinacy or having been overloaded. Al efforts to
make them get up, failed. Mahammad was watching all this and
faally he approached these fwo Came «l when he just patied thom
wish his hand, to the surprise of the o carnvan, the iwe opmels
tly sot up and jolned the caravam on the march.  This had a
very singnlar effect on all those whe were present and since
M yuhammad was mstrumental in solving the deadlock, every oneg
approached M ahammad offering him congratulations.

5

110. The caravan started and marched on. On the way
ome day Muhammad asked a1l the chiefs not 1o proceed further
hut encamp at a particular glevated place bocause he fell that a
Aood was likely to meet them on their way. Al were surprised at
ihis ; even then all Hstened 10 his advice and thecatavan encamped
on @ platean. OUne person did mot heed this advice ang actually
was swept away by the fleod waters gince, as predicted by Mauhammad
the flood did come all of & sudden. The emlire caravan thanked
Mahammad for bis timely warning to them.
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10 At agnother place Abu Jahal emptied the entire water
Srom a small well and there was no water left at all in this well, but
it so happened that while the caravan lead by Muhammad reached the
well after a short time, to the surprise of all the well had enough
water in it for the requirements of Muhammad’s caravan.  This was
considered a Divine favour due to the blessed prosence of Muhammad,

112, On another occassion Abu Jahal, who was leading ihe
entire caravanp, came 0 g place and his camel, secing a very big
dragon (Azdaha) got panicky and bolted. Abu Jahal feli from his
camel and was bedly hurt, Muhammad on seeing the plight of
Abua Jahal approached him for any help he could render. Abuy
Fahal, nursing feelings of hatred for this young senior of Hasha-
mite family, sarcastically, told Mubammad that now he could
bring his own caravan in front and take the fead. Muhammad did
80 and when he saw the same Boaconstrictor the reptile moved away
at the sight of Muhammad and the entire caravan passed with ease
and without any distarbance from if.

t13. At a place called Eelah a Christian Monk by the name
of Qaligq bin Loban bin Abdussalib was very much impressed at
the sight of Muhammad and after discourses with him and to the
chagrin and astonishment ©f all, had no hesitation in declaring
that Muhammad’s was an exceptional personality and that he could
find in him all the attributes of prophethood.

114, On the way many such ineidents oucured which en-
hanced the prestige of Muhammad in the vves OF afl, especialiy in
the eyes of Moisara and Hozaima who were continutusly with him
as his guards on this expedition.

115, 'When the caravan reached its destination in Syria a
Jewish Rabbi had a discussion with Muhammad and he was deeply
impressed by his wisdom and personality.  He also made an
unequivocal declaration that Muhammad possessed all the great
gualities that are generally found in prophets prior to their attach-
ment of prophethood and said that he would be the saviour of the
world on the day of reckoning,.

116, The caravan started business dealings and, to the sur-
prise of all, the goods were disposed Of at very favourable prices
and that too without any trouble, Tt proved 10 be an exceptionally
successful (rip and all were over joyed at the astounding success
achieved in the Svrian market.
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117. There in Meocy, the return of the caravian wias ansions-
fv awaiied. Abu Talib on the one side and khuadija on the other
were ionging for the day when the caravan would return. Abu
Talib, who was separated from Muhammad for the first Gme for
such a long period was continuously counting days and nights for
his return t© Mecca. Khadija was auxiously waiting 10 know
about the resulis of fhis first trade expedition under the leader-
ship of Muhammad.

118, Amnd when at last the caravan returned to Mecca there
was all aver rejoici!xg:' The ecaravan had returped completely
saccessful in its mission and Abu Talib welcomed Mubammad with
gpen arms in joy apd ecsiacy.

HAZRAT KHADIJA (A.S.YS SENTIMENTS

119. Khadija was also very happy and when Maisara and
Hozaima narrated to her all that took place during the expedition
and also apprised her about the prophesies of the Christian Monks
and the Jewish rabbis a kind of respect was kindied in the heart of
Khadija for Muhammad in place of feelings based on purely
business relations. Now a different kind of spark was kindled in
her heart and that was a sublime regard for Muhammad reaching
the brink of sublime affection. Her attachment to Muhammad
became very prouounced and day and night she began to ponder
over the deep rooted feelings that had taken hoid of her. Basically
her thoughts and beliefs were identical with the fundamental be-
Lefs of Muhammad and the unity of thoughts and belief deepened
inta sublime affection for this youth,  She would contemplate in
solitude over the noble thoughts of Muhammad and she could feel
some strange sublime power catching hold of her throbbing heart.
A venerable woman herself, well bred and respectable, she could
not analyse the sentiments that were continmously Overpowering
her and she was extremely puzzled. Tears became her noeturnal
companions and her days were dull and her nights were restiess.
Some thoughts were crossing her mind but due to natural reserve
and modesty it was impossible for her tongue 10 speak out.  This
attitude and strange behaviour of Khadija did not go umnoticed.
Her tongue had ceased to speak but her eyes expressed clearly the
singular change in her demeanour but whenever a question was put
she warded the same off in a dignified manner.
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120, Khadils head a very close friend in o fad v MNafisa by
name, Nafisa was joarking the vousual effects on K hadi . Slowly
and tactfully, she munaged Khadijn to tell her the cause of this
great change in her,  Khadija avoided aay foakage of her secret for
quite a long lime bul afer all 1o £ clings in the eyves and seorst
tears cold not be hidden from one so close to her.  After great
persuasion and tact MNafisa managed 10 know the great secret that
MV hlda.,u: m fnc c:w:ﬁ of Khadija's heart and when she was oon-

L5 1t of Ms;xn rmmuid that was the 00t cause of
rul she mh ed her ow 5 19 301ve the probiem.
. bashzful and modest 'z‘n‘i.i'uc:-; Mafisn w0 Keop the secret
i herseif and Mafisa pronvsed and assured Fhadi ja that she would
move In the matier very cavtiously and very tactf ully huving due
regard t0 her position and status in life.

P

24, MNafisa began 10 think how to solve this intricate pro-
blem. She knew that Abu Talib was the head of the Hashamites
and since she knew Abu Talib as a very venerable chisf of the
Arabs, fully trustworthy and relinbie, Kind and tactini, full of
visdom and commonsense, elevated and noble, she decided 16
approach Abu Talib in solilude.  Abu Talib gave a pationt hearing
t0 Nufisa and she was perfectly satisfled with the audience, Having
apprised Abu Talib of the secret she requested Abu Talib whether
he would bless such a union. Abu Talib replied with a gentis
smile indicating that after all it was Muhammad who was mainly
com‘erncd in this matler. Nafisa, thereupon, requested Abu Talib

f he had any objection to her directly alki ng 1o Muhammad on
im subject. - Abu  Talib promptly  renlied indicating  that
would be fhe most proper thing to do. Nafisa was elated at her
initial success and rushed to Khadija to give her the glad tidings
of her inilial success. When opportunity presented itself Ndﬁ%d
contacted Muhammad in solitnde and asked him whether he hac
given any thought 10 the matter -i>m:1vnﬂ;4*1§’e partner. ﬁ/iuhmmnd
frankly replied that till then he had not given any sericus conside-
ration 0 the question of nmfrmony anzi that since his uncle and
guardian was Over his head it was more the Iatter’s w:ogimn than
1is Own.

L

122, MNafisa thereupon suquived whether she could suggesi
a mateh which would receive the biessings of Abu Talib also and
would be respectable and suitable in all respects Tor Muhamimad

himself, On Mubhammad reguesting Mafisa 10 name the lady she
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had in view she gave cut the name of Khadija. Al this
Muyhammead (S.A)) appearad to be bashefully surprised.  He
aot understand what to say in reply. With mixed Ffocld
enguired how such a union could be made possible. Nafisu assured
Mubammad that it would be her responsibility to bring thut about
if he gave his comsent tO it Al this Muhammad indicated that
Abu Talib may be contacted for his decision in the matter,

195, Mafisa was satisfied that she had discharged her duty 8s
a friend, Khadiin was now rejocing and checrful and when the
entire matter was most respectiully settied there was rejolcing and
jubilation throeghout Mecea.

124,  Abu Talib was more than happy. His nephew was 0
be married not only to a very noble tady of a family of high status
ut the womatn herself was a very great and respectable personality
and also from a worldly point of view Muhammad was to be
master of worldly possessions which was 50O essential a matter for
the success Of any mission. 'The clouds of anxiety that hovered
over the head of Abu Talib now began 10 disperse and there was
peace, joy and tranguility ail round,  Muhammad, who had very
high regard for Khadija on account of her plety, courage and
honesty was absolutely satisfied at this union and was thankiul fo his
Creator for this timely blessing.

125. Whadija came from a very noble family of the Quraish.
Khadija belonged to the same family as that of Muhammad. She
was ihe daughter of Khuvailad son of Asad, son of Abdul Ozza whe
was the son of Qise. Muohammad’s great graund father alse was
Qisa and s0 both of them beionged 10 the same {amily. It was
this Qisa from whom the clan was known as Bant Quraish. The
mother of Khadija was Fatima daughter of Zaeda and she also
belonged to the Quraish clan.

176. Historians have made various statements conceraing
her @ some say she was a widow and others say that she was not.
About her age at the time of her marriage t0 Muhammad there are
different versions. Abul Qasim Al ibne Ahmade Kufi menijions
the age of Khadija at the time of marriage as about 27 years.
He also saps that she was a virgin On aecount of having a very
generous and philanthrophic nature she had taken certain  children in
her care, especially those of her own sister and many historians have
therefore, mentioned thatl not only she was a widow but she alse had




32 HAZRAT ABU TaLIB

Asprings by her nrevions mdrriage.  Whatever the troth i true
that Muhammad asreed 10 warry a seasoned, aged womuy, senoT
1O i i gre becanse what he winled was 8 woman of character

ol

and conious and this shows the maode of thinking of this areat
YOuth.  fiven in this so callod advanced SGUiey of today One woold
think twice before agreeiny Lo mMAarry a wopign SCHION 10 Onesell in
age, whal o talk of those times when widows had no social status
and when women were regarded as tovs fo Play wirh, iWhen danghiers
were horn, they were e burived alive e 10 coriiiier ane degra-
dation and for Muhammed to UETOE L0 Marry v oF Fo lim i
age carried a social wpheavel.  in agreeing o srry bhadija
Muhammad had given wurmost Prioriiy to characier gnd condyci piery
and dignity-purity of soul and sublimity of life. This amply proves
the character of Muhammad in the full bloowm of his youtl at the age
of tweniy five.Since Muhammad war a very promising youth
naturally many heads of other clans showed their had desire to
give him their daughters in marriage and they also approached
Abu Talib giving him hints in this respect but Abu Talib would
only say that it was diffeult for any other lady to exce! Khadi ja
who was a model of perfection in afl respects.

MUHAMMAD (5:.A.)'S MARRIAGE

127, The marriage of Muhammad with Khadija WREDET-
fromed with respectable pomp and diguity, Khadija was perhaps
the wealthiest individual of Meeea, Nevertheless, agreeing t0 the
wishes of Muhammad who had a great dislike for wasteful extrava-
gance, false show and pomp of any kin e function in celebra-
tion of the marriage was dignified simpii iy, The futher of Khadija
spared 00 pains o make the function a succesy respecting all the
feelings of Muhammad. Abuy Talib, the chief of Merea enjoying
ihe position of a Patriarch also did likewise. The whole of Meces
looked cheerfu! and joyous and feasts were heid continuing for
days.

KHUTBA OF NIKAH BY HAZRAT ABU TALIR {4.8)

128, The actual marriage ceremony 0ok place with solemp
dignity and Abu Talib read the Khutba of the Nikah in a clear and
serene manner.  The Khutba, as recorded in history tuns thus : —

(29 “All praises gre due o Allal who chose us 1o be the

*This clearly signifies the faith of Abu Talib in the Unity of God and also
the prophethood of Mubiammad,

B RS
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progeny of Abraham and as a resuli of the green field
of Ismael established us .as foundutions of great
people like Mad and Mozar. Who appointed us as
the protector of His holy House and as the Trusiee
of His Holy Sanctuary. He alone chose us as the
defender of His sacred precinis ana He alone made
us governors over the entire people—me and ny nep-
hew Muhammad whose identity and position in respect
of his fineqse and descendancy Is clearly known unto
you all, and who, a5 you all know, will prove superior
in every respect to any oue else broughi in compari-
son ; and althongh it is crystal clear thai in worldly
possessions he is no doubt less but after all worldly
pomp is just transitory. He, my nephew fias jo:"v.:re(i’ ,
himself in wedlock with Khadija binte Khuvailad and
T have discharged the meher fixed for the wedlock
out of my wealth, and by God soon you will find  him
as a great *Message personified and he will be glori-
Jied beyond doubi, most asiensibly.””

130, Listening to these words Varga bin Nacfal, an uncle of
Khadija and a very learned man, exclaimed.

“By God you people are worthy of ull this and the
Arabs cannot deny vour dignity and position and none
can bring you down from the elevated platform you
occupy. We all are entirely in accord with this union
and we are anxious and pleased to have relationship
with (persons of ) your dignity and ma jesty. Oh, the
tribes of Arabs gathered here bear witness that 1
hereby agree to the wedlock of Khadija hinte
Khuvailad with Muhammad, agreeing to the appoint-
ed Meher.”

131, After this Amr bin Asad, also uncle of Khadija said,
“Oh tribes of Arab gathered here, bear witness that T agree to the
wedlock of Khadija binte Khuvailad with Mnohammad.”

132, After this nikah cersmony a valima was given open 1o
the public by Abu Talib.

WEALTH OF HAZRAT KHADIJA (A5

133,  Abu Talib was very happy at this union. Te was abie
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to discharge his doty very well as far as the murrizee of Muhammad
wag concerned.  He was happy that Muhammad was married not
only to attain peaceful bliss in his home Hile. but he was also sure
that now the wealth of Khadija would be used {or the upliftment
of the Arabs and used for a just cause, the Diviar cause, and the
great revolution which will elevate the Arab Mation,  All these
thoughts made Abu Talib very peaceful and happy.

134, This union of Muhamniad with Khadijn had a singular
effect and the position of the Hashm ne very enviable
amongst ilie Arabs. Abu Talib who already wus the chief of
Mecea, being the protector of the Kaba, beoume very powerful and
on account of the excepiional morals and character of Muhammad
the position of this house became firmly established.

REACTION OF THE WEDDING

135, OF course, this aise aroused the gealousy of those who
had tried for the band of Khadija and failed.

136, Khadija, no doubt was a jewel of womanhood, she had
character as well as wealth, She was also perfect in all other res-
pects.  The wedding of Muhammad with Khadija dealt a terrible
blow 0 the prestige of those who could not succeed in winning her
hand. Khadija’s father had turned down their offers on sound
grounds.  Most of them had nursed enemity for the Quraish from
ages past but when Khadija was married to Mubammad their
hearts burned with a consuming fire of hatred.

137. Abm Sefivan, the head of the Omuyyad clan, was the
person whe had sustained the greatest insuli on accouni of the
denial by Khuvailaid to give Khadija te him in marriage, and the
marriage of Khadija with Mohanunad fanned the fiames of his hatred
and fealonsy.

138, Abu Jahal, zlse was burning with hatred on the same
account, and thers were other leaders of the Arabs also who were
burning in the fire of envy {or the same reason,

£39. Although all of them were present at the wedding of
Khadija with Muhammad they were burning with the fire of enmity
within themselves. It was difficult for them to hide their jealousy
and enemity and in their ostensible exclamations of congratula-
tions lay the burning fire of jealousy that consumed their hearts.

#
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As was customary they offered their congratulations 10 Abu Talib
and Muhammad at the wedding £ unchion.

A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE

140. Abu Talib had by now rveached the venerabie age of
gixty and attained a very Ligh pasition in society. Mihammad and
Khadije made an ideal couple aid they were boil managing their
sstate and trading operations very COms nendably, Khadija, before
her marriage to Mubuimma sd, was no doubl philanthropic ; but
after becoming Mulammad’s spouse, fier goodness, generosity and
momificence  multiplied manifold. T\tum of the descwing Were
satisiied with bensvolence amd Ly heartodness,  Abu Talib was
happy and contented at ihis expesie of the couple and his
aoble mind craving for peoce aad sranuiliny for all, was completely
at peace. fie was over-joyed tosee that his nephew was coming
s On top in the Ara b society and even those OPPOse d 10 the
Quyaish bowed down wefore im beeause of the strangth of | his
character. Whenever guarrels were 1o be seitled or disputes were {0
be resolved. peeple would approach Muhommad with confidence of
fustice and impartiality and, with tac and wisdem, Muhammad wluld
sit and pariently listen lo them and afier expluiving in eloquent
Janguage o both the permm‘ in a very fucid manscr, setlle the dis-

o g0 the satisfaction of all av if Daniel had come to deliver
Judument. Not only justice was done by hitn but all the parties 1o
the dr.spm‘rf went away fully convinced that no body could have done
better justice in that malier. These services of Muhammad were
recognised by the Apabs all over and he began to be known i the
/.m[} world as *A] Ameer’-——ihe Trustworthy.

141, Aby Talib was now sixty five years of age. Unlike the
other Atabs he had married only one wife, Fatlma bints Asad,
who was his sole companion in life. From her 11l then hio had
four children—three sons, Taleb, Ageel and Jaffar and wme
daughter.

BIRTH OF HAZRAT ALL (A5)

142, Ar this time Fatima binte Asad was again in g family
way and ance while she was going round and round the Holy Kaba,
praising the Almighty in Jier ceremonial rounds of the Holy House,
all of a sudden she begun to feel that the time of delivery of the child
she was carrying had .su{!a’ele_‘ arrived. She was in g very owioward
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posiiion hecauie it was all instantaneous aind there was no time for
her io reiurn home.  She kacit down before the Kaba in full concen-
tration pleading to her Creator (o salve her delicate problem. History
records that wne of the walls of Kaba miraculously opened up and
Fatime hinte Asad entered the House of God and there as destined
by the erveior a son was born to her. The newly born child did not
open iis eyes il that time. It appeared a5 if the child had lept its
eyes cloved purposely and when Muhammad ook him in his lap and
the face of Muhammad was the first thing that the child saw after his
hirth. On opening the eyes the child recited verses of the Holy
Soripiures revealed to the prophets of yore witich astounded every one.
F1was o clovious day for Abu Talib and Muhammad siace the child’s
behaviour was very uausual and full of spiriiual blessings. Abu Talib
was verv kappy ie kave been Blest with a son with a distinguished
hirth in the sacred House of Cod and his joy Lnew no hounds. The
news about the birth of the child in the Kaba itself became the talk
of the town and made this child famous from his very hirth, The
child was given the name of ALL by Muhammad.  Abu Talib was
very happy to see that Muhammad was loving the child as if he was
iy own child and looking after him with 1ender care from his infancy.
Fhadi ja was olso loving All like her own son.  Lnder the render care
o Abu Talih, Fatima binte Asad, Muhammad and Khadija, Alibegan
1o grow.  Muhammad way inspired to name this child Ali which
mieany elevited. Perhaps he had prenomination about the character
and qualities of this child.  This very name conveys the hi oh elevated
guelities contained in the word.

143, Five years passed away happily and at this time it was
found essential to rebuild the Holy Kaba since i had dilapidated.
Under the care and supervision of Abu Talib this was done with the
co-operation of all the tribes of the Arab. Butl a serious dispute
aross on the oceasion of fixing the Hajr-e-Aswad, the Black stone
from heaven, in the niche that existed for the purpose in one corier
of the Kaba. Fach tribe wanted to earn this prestige for itself.
There was a possibility of a big feud dreaking our. Although many
suggestions were put forward by Abu Talib this problem could not be
solved.  Ulrimately it was decided that one who would be the first 1o
enter the Harem from that time would act as the arbiterin the matler.
Fo the pleasant surprise of all it was none else but Muhammad who
happened 1o be the first entrant to the Harem. Seeing Muhammad all
those pathered shouted, “It is Muhammad, the trusted one” W fren
Mubcomnad came over to them they requested him to solve their

ey
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Jilenima about how o manage the problem of fixing ihe koly Hlack
sione as corner sione of the Kaba without hurting the presiige and
sense of dignity of any tribe. Muhammad, the wise, the fecler of the
pulses of people thought for a while and then put up @ suggestion. He
suggested that a cloth be heid by all the tribal chiefs and the Hajr-e-
Aswad (the haly hluck stone) be put on the cloth in the middle. The
heads of all the tribes siiould lift it up w0 that no one particwiur clan
couid claime the Bigh honour of installing the Holy Stone in position.
The sione would De paced in posiiion from below the cloth by
Muhammad.  This suggestion wos heartily accepted by all and this
tactfud cutiing of :)’fehgord!a;z enot by Muhammad won the praises af
one and ali. Abu Talib was all thanks to His Creator for the suga-
cious handiing of the situarion by his nephei. T'his incident brought
Auhammad nearer to the hearts of the people and he was considered
as the sgviour of the Arabs and the best pedce malker of the time.

REFORMS

144, Mubanunad was now thirty-five years of age. There
was a pact existing amongst she Arshs called Halaf-al-Fuzeol,
s made years buck in order 10 maintain law and order
amonest the Arabs,  Since Muhammad had now gained a unique
position amongst the people he suggested a few additions to the
existing conditions Gf she pact and the important amongst them
are mentioned here, ne was fhnt the position of women was to
be raised since they wers most negiected in saciety at that time and
since daughters were considercd as a Cuise to  the family.
Muhamimad explained the high position of women n society and
this condition was thus added 10 {he pact. The other gondition
was that the oppressed would be assisted against the Oppressors
and all efforts would be made 10 suppsess oppression in any form.
The third condition was that the trading caravans that were being
ooted would be taken care of and each clan was made responsible
for the area under its control. it was also stipulated that if
necessary clans would join hands to uptoot this evil.

wiieh

145. Aba Tafib was very happy at the inclusion of all these
conditions in the Halaf-ul-Fazoeol e was very much concerned
with the betterment of the vo wms of the Arabs and since
Muhammad was the Al Ameen, the Trusted one, of the Arabs, it
was a muatter of great joy ot him to ses these reforms being
implemented. He was senior mosi amongst the Arabs and since
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A inad paid him grear Tespe + s his protector and benefacior
ine eatire Arab penpio recognised ADT Talib's status and paid him
ntnost respect.

BILHIAMIMEA D{B.AYE S RCLUSION

146, Biuham ad, In addition 10 his public activities
aatonyed 10 Solitary contemplation and used 1O refive 10 md
rie and oav w4 wherever he conitd find the schitude he sought for
tension, Abo Talibh was ahserving all this. sulusnmad’s retire-e
W 1o himoa kind of internal rerenity, Lranuuility and
e Abu Tulib observed all this d pietly and let Muhom mag have
e oway. KD wlija, the most cooperative wife of puhumied, was
alsa ohserving the attitnde and behaviour of Muhammad  was
attending o all wmatters very ably and discharzing all T duiies
ey catisfactorily, she was entirely happy al home., The conoeh-
tration of Muhammad m seclusion and his occasiona]l disappeat-
ances from the city were no doubt, & maticr of grave aniety for
her and she would anxiously wait for his return home, and when
iiis bocame almost @ matier of habit, she took this behayviour as i
sart of rouiine in home life. She” copid find apoculiar reananility
on tne fase of Muhammad after peturning from his gaiet abode
and wore genile. He
fender and 1ove would

1
i

£

AN
would become exceptionuily gentic @
dow irom him as i from o fountain £ y filled with afizction ]
on secount of this the pangs of separanion would disappoar and 2
sew enhanced glow of iove would it the nonsehold and his family
tife.

d his beshaviour woulkd he mors Loving

A

BIRTH OF PFAZRAT FAT EALAS.

147, At this tme an evenl of happiness made the entire
family of Abu Talib oves-joyed with happiness. Ten long years
had passed for expectancy and pow it became known that K hadl
was in the family way. There was rojolcing every where and Abu
Talib was the happiest personauw. Hehad brought up Muhammad
as more than g s0n and i fact his attachment to him was very
degp rooted.  For Winhammad the expectation of Birth of his first
child was a matter of great joy and gvery one longed for the day
1o come when Khadija would deliver the precious gift from God.

148, The glorious day came and Mubammad’s child came 06
this world—a baby girl. The ignorant Arab prople naurally feir
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disappointed since they were still the same old Arabs pre judiced to-
wards women and considering them ay undesirables,  They were atl
surprised at the jubilation and joy of Abu Talib, Muhammad and
Khadija on the birth of a doughter.  In Abu Talib’s family, a wave
of cheerfulness surocd forth not because a zirl was born in the fomily
but because the champions of the rivhis of women were bestowed
upon with the jewel of a wirl by God and thus they were ziven an
opporitnity to show to the world how fo reacr waturally to this creat
aatwral zift.  The birth of the sirlwas proudly announced through-
ot Mecea and for the firsi time in the history of the Arabs the birth
of a daughter was hailed.  This was « revolution that could hardiy be
imagined. The whole Arab nation wondered at this marvellous res-
pect that the new bhorn doughter of Mubammad received from the
Family and, from that dey omwards, the thinking of the Arabs fowards
daughters was influenced for the good.

149, The birth of this daoghter in the Hashmite family
proved o great blessing,  The child laid the foundation of respect
for the entire world of women, Thoe inferi that had
cioded e Arab society on the birth of consider-
alsly
to recuin their lost prestize and ks
wuhammad laid the foundation stone {or this great v
Thus this girl child becamnes @ boon for the people
birth.

riry comp]

reducsd and a new angle of vision vpe

Born daushies
VOl IO,
T FLOT Yery

150, Since the names of the grand-mothers of the child,
from the maternal and the paternal side were Fatema, this child
was also named Fatewa by Abu Talib whe chose this name as the
head of the family. Muhammad and Khadija were also very happy
al this decision.

THE ENMITY OF THE ARABS

151, At this time Abu Talib was an aged personality of

seventy vears of age.  This venerable head of the Hashimite family
was enjoying an enviable position in society.

152. The radical changss that Mubammad was advocaling to
the Arab soclety were being very anxiously watched by the enemies
of the Hashmites and they were 00t i favour Of the reforms that

vere heing introduced.  The birth of a daughter, which was con-
sidered as a curse in the Arab society, washailed by the Hashinites.
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This alse had a singular effect on the opponents, Moreover, the
overall ascendancy of the Hashmites over the rest of the Arabs,
due t0 the union of Khadija and Muhammad, was a thorn in the
eyes of the opposing sides. '

153. The following four heads of different grovps were
entirely hosiile to the family of Abu Talib. They weve Valid bin
Mughira, Abu Sufiyan, Abu Labhab and Abo Jabal. There weve
otiiers also whe were supporting them buni these were the viug
leaders.

154. The munificent charitics of Muhammad and Khadija
and their generously spending their wealth for the well-being of
the down trodden were winning for them the hearts of the lower
class. This also was intolerable to these opponents. They vould
not bear to hear the praises that were sung for Muhammad and
Khadija all over the Arab land. A roaring fire of jealousy flared
up in their hearis and they began 1o conspire to malign and Tun-
down the houss of Abu Talib. By now thess opponents had
planned many means t0 create tension,  In order 10 creute opposi-
tion, they created imnovations in the age 0ld customs that edsied
while performing the pilgrimage. These changes were abhorable
on the very face of them and naturally a rutional person Like Abu
Talib could not avespt them. Some of the innovations that they
had gradually imtroduced were as follows -

155. 1. The camping of the pilgrims on the plane of Arafar
which was going on for ages, was proposed lo be
stopped.

2. nihe state of Ahram no person would be allowed 1o
taste cheese or butier-oil.

3. During the pilgrimage only tents made of leather
would be allowed.

4. Tawaf or circumambulation of Kaba was prohibited
to persons who had pur on clothes brought from oui-
side.

Persons whoe could not afford o purchase new clothes
in Mecea were required to perform the Tawafl in
nude condition,

Sy

&, If any person through mistake performed the Tawaf
with clothes brought from outside then those clothes
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were fo be faken off and could not be used by any
one.

156. There were many other similar conditions laid down.
Naturally Abu Talib was not prepared 10 compromise with them
on any of these isspes,  How could Abu “‘ali’w the venerable head
of all the clans of Quraish, the Protector of Kaba, who had been
craving for reforms and improvements I the ignOrant sOciely agree
0 mesn and women doing the Tawal of Kaoa in the state of
nature ¢ How could he allow the poor, who would not afford
tents of leather, t0 be debarred from performing the pilgrimage
just because they were 100 poor 1o afford teats of leather 7 5o a
sarious conflict ensued between him and the opponents over these
innovations issses. Two distinct growps were - Tormed and there
wus tension and disorder.  Abu uLlib and Muhammad tried their
fevel best to explain to the opposite party the futility and dangers
of their uncalled for decisions but Arab obstinacy would not give
in.  This siate of affair contivned and Abu Talib, the Peace Maker,
and Buhammad, the Messenger of Peave, {olerated with patience all
that was happening and things drifted aiong for five long years.

157, Muhammad had no other vourse bat 1o think and
think and think over these and such oiher fouds that were provalls
ing in the Arab society.  As already oxpi i.ﬂui, ha was avcuslomed
10 sofitary meditations and used to -:,.L‘t';m: 10 mouptaing and caves
for the purpese of meditation and comcentration.

15%  Although now his responsibilities had increased due 10
marriage, still he was the same Muhanunad, always thiaking medi-
fating and concentrating on supernatural matters in a spiritual
atmosphere.  On the contrary, duoe 1o the practice of self-denial,
which s the basic theory to produce effective copcentration, he

would ke to be away from the happiness of home and ; 'clm
seculsion for the purpose Of higher upliltment of the soul; although

this gave anxious moments to Khadija at thmes, and also o m
Talib, because this philosopher would disavpear for long period
i search of meditated peace. Peace n'ré"i;sz.‘zﬁ_ly wontd be away
from to the family till Muhammad returned saf
some one would come and reported his whereabouis,

REVELATION

q 41

159, Muhammad bad now reached the ripe age of forly and
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as usual one dJday Khadija was anxiously waiting for his return
home but, as time passed, amidst anxiety and fear, there was no
trace of Muhammad’s return. She Kept patience as far as she
conild but when her patience was cxhausted fhers was uncontrofi-
able restlessness within her. Abu Talib was also extremely worried
and people who had been sent 10 search for Muhammad refurned
bringing no news about him.

0

a

160, After w long walting Khadija was hzspp}; 16 see
Muhammad retorn, and was relisved of her natural anxicty.  She
was enjoyed {0 see her hushand back home. Before she could utter
any word, her Ips got frozen and she became tongue-tied and an
awe caught hold of her. On the forehead of Muhammad she conld
see some exeeptional glow which <he had never noticed before. s
was an overwhelming awe-inspiring sight and a Wind of thrill ran
through her. She could not understand the veculiar demesnour of
Muohammad at that time.  His face shone Hke 2 moon and his entire
appearance seemied 10 be super human.  His vyes shittered with g
glint that would penetrate the depth of any darkness. 1t was a
vision ithat appeared astounding snd extracrdinary in all respects.
Muhammad stood hefore her valm, profound und peacefud, his seif as
i surrounded by a heavenly slow, There appeared to be a wnijue,
peaceful atmosphere of comteastment on his face that proncunced
enferaal exhilarasion. He did vot appeart 1o be the same Muohammad
as he was before but there was an sir of supernaturalness attached
o him.  Khadija was stilled to silence for guite some time.

Y61, When Khadiju regained her Ccongaskre, q gredt incident
was narrated by Muhammad,  Muhammad could  understand  the
condition of Khadije at that time becauyse he conid clearly visualise.
all that was surging within her at seeing him. He rold Khadija that
that was a glorious day for him.  He told her that at last the fong
awgited day had come ! He iold her thar the dayv of deliverance of
the world hod dawned. He told her that he was thank ful 10 his
Creator for making the announcement at last and hus entrusting 1o
Aion in this worldly from the responsihility of delivering the Divine
message. He told Khadi ju thar it was a day of greal exaltation and
satisfaction for him because now on he would act in this human Joarm
as the Messenger of the Almichty and irv his level best io deliver Iis
message fo the entire sworld.  He told Khadi ja thar Allah the Al
mighty had blessed him by commissioning him o deliver the divine
guidence and ihe true religion te mankind as a whole and thai he
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fiimself weas over joyed a this annouwncement and was thankjul o the
Snirce of merey himself being the medium of guidance jor the eniire
vkind, wer only Jor that time Dur Gl resurrection.  fe aorroted
tire wanle episode ay it took place in the cove of Hire. ife told her
that, as he was busy concentrating and negotiating spivitually with hiz
Creator, @ heavenly light descended on the cave spreading peace und
tranguility all round. B owas Gabriel, the grusted one, 1t came
Jrom God offering him salutations from the dlmighty m;.af after the
showering of br’ewngs and peace, conveyed 1o Nin thal Aflah was now
pleased to allew him ic announce his prophethood before the world.
The greai angel Showered all the blessings of Allah upon him and
aﬂer(’d fc)lr('ifafmm and congratulations ar the beginaing of the
deliverance of His lasi great Message.  He told Ahw!f/(( that .f 5e
blessings of Allak and His extreme heneficience ]z][m’ him with o
sense of happiness and graitude and thai when Gab fel pron zprw! Aim
to recite what Allah had alreqdy taxeht Bim so that he showld recite
the same before the world, his heari was full of joy and his eves | uli
of tears. An air of ewful dignity prevailed all vound and with joy
and ecstacy he recited the verses that Gabriel had read out ta hin.

162. Muhammad said to Khadija that after this episode

was over his within was filled with mixed feeling of joy and

anxiety. He was feeling joyous onaceount of theoficial annouage-

ment of prophethood in this worldly form and ihe sentimoents of

anxiely came over him on account of the great rr:s;'p()mii}i{i"y that

fie would be required to shoulder and the immense difficuities that
he envisaged for the futurs,

163, "(Imd' ja consoled hime saying that she would always be
with him in all the ups and downs of his mission and she firmiy
assured him ﬁmt she helioved him t0 be the prophet of God and
that she was proud 10 be the payiner in life of an enun! ment perstn
entrusted with a Divine Mission fo share the vicissitudes of the
arducus task ahead.

REACTION OF HAZRAT ABU TALIB (AB)

164, Khadija filled with joy and eostacy, did nol know how
to celebrate this great event. She had heard Abu Talib always
mention about Muhammad as the {uture saviour 0 humanity and
since Abduf Mutialib had apprised Abu Talib aboui {he groalness
of puhammad and instructed him to take e excepiional care of i,
Al Talib always uvsed {0 meniion about Muhammad and hus
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future status 1o Khadija. The prophecies of great saints during
the trade expedition were also within the knowledge of Abu Talib
and 50 khadija rushed (o Abu Talib 0 apprise him of this extraot
dinary invident.

65, When Abu Talib found Khadija in an extraordinary
mental state, he could not understand the situation, Khadija was
abmost uncontrolable in her feelings at the time. She wanted to
speak but words would not come out.  Abu Talib was perplexed
and felt deep anxiety for her.  When after some moments Khadija
came 10 herself’ and calmed down, Abu Talib very tactfully request-
ed her to inform him about the purpese of her sudden rush o
him.

166, Khadija, with tears of 10y in her eyes, narrated the
whols episode to Abu Talib whe was, whilst listening to her, just
patience personified. Abu Talib, who had seen the ups and downs
of life for full seventy five years, theoughout her narration remain-
ed calm und collected.  As Khadija went vn narrating the episode,
tears rolled down the cheeks of Abe Talib and the picture of Abduj
Muttalib, his revered father, passed before his eves. He conld not
control his feelings and he exclaimed, ““Oh my father, would thai
you were living to see this day.  Allthis was due 10 the fact that
as previously mentioned, on his death bed Abdul Mauttalib had
given cistinet instructions t0 Abu Talib to take exceptional care of
Mubammad who, according to the prophecies of great saints of
Christianity and Judiasm, was the promised Mesiah. Since Abdul
Muttalib was also convinced that from the progeny of Abraham
the last prophet of God would arise, he had given special instr uc-
tions 10 Abu Talib 10 protect Muhammad more than his awn
children and, when the final announcement of prophethood would
be made, to be by his side through thick and thin.

167. The picture of his dying father was now before his eves
and Abu Talib felt the very presence of his father and all the
venerable predecessors.  Abu Talib remembered his decease
father’s instructions word by word and, with the overwhelming
sentiments that overpowered him, now assured his father in heaven
that he would prove a noble son of 4 noble father and leave no
stone unturned to protect Muhammad, the Maessenger of God, and
also help him carry out his mission most successfully, ‘

168, Seeing the confidence of Abu Talib and the joy that
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surzed within him, Khadija folt exhilarated.  She felt very ny
at Muhammad (3.A.) possessing two strong supportersinhis mission,
Abu Talib, even in his advanced age, was the bravest hero of the
Araks of that time, and the provection of Abu Tulib weant freedom
from all fear. Abu Talib thanked the Almighty Crealor #on the
favour of this blessing on the family and in his mind resolved 10
make all preparations to see that Muhammad succeeded in his
mission with the Teast trouble,

VARQA BIN NAOFUL

169, There was a very venerablie Christian Missionary by
the name of Varga Bin Naeful. He lived In Mecea and was a
cousin of Khadiia, This venerable old man was most renowned
for his vast and deep knowledge of the scriptures. He was res-
pected by the entire neople for his plous life. Khadija oow could
not help approaching him and told him a1l about the happenings
with Muhammad in the cave of Hira.  Varga, after patiently hear-
ing all that Khadija had to narrate, told her that if what she
narrated was true then the Ange!l that visited Muhammad was
-definitely the same that had come 10 Moses and, no doubt her lus-
band was the prophet of God with a message from Him for the
peoplz,  He assured her that Muhammad ax he knew him wonld
stand firm in his mission,

170, Khadija was highly pleased with what Varga said to
her. Onretorning bome she informed Muhammad about all that
had happened. When after a few days Muhammad was returning
from the cave of Hira, he decided to circumambulate the Holy
Kaba before returning home. There he chanced t0 meet Varga.
Varga requested Muhammad to personally narrate to him the
incident. Varga kissed the forehead of Muhammad and told him
ali about the difficulties that lay ahead. He told Muhammad that
he would be severely opposed in Mooca and a time would come
when he would be obliged 1o leave the city and migrate, He pro-
mised Muhammad of all possible help from his side if life helped
him to do so.

FURTHER REVELATION

171, Muhammad used to visit the cave of Hira every now
and then for meditation and for receiving further instructions from
his Creator.  After a period of time had passed. Gebrial appeared
and mstructions were given for the mode of performing Namaz.
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and

a:;Lye;_".s just out of ;
free will and not beoause 3 was afsory. Their main intention
S0 g0 o miving siympany to b ’i,lmm“m ad inall things that he
Cdo s ordained by Ged Abu Talib seeing these three T
st offeriny pravers and following the Prophet strietly gove
wstrretions 10 his son Jafer also to follow in their footsteps. '

173, The Quraish used t0.0bserve these three persons busy
m w particular kind of praying exercises and the news of it spread
fike wild fire.  They used 10 approach Abu Talib to use hig zood
offices In xtonpmw these ionovations of Muhammad but Abu Talib
would explain away the malter in a tactfol manmner. Abu Talib
must have thought that his own assuming o scemingly neviral
tude under these circumstances would help the cause of
Muhammad, a2 that would be the best thing to do under
the ciroumstances.

I74. When people used 1o approach Muhammad on this
wsue he would smile at them and falk to them gently and with
patience and exhort them to develop a higher standard of charac-
ter.  Bince he was now an inspired sonl he would pony ont his heart
in the most eloguent wmanner advising them te give up bad habits of
intoxication, gambling, Iving foralcation and going reund the IHoly
Eaba in an indecent manner. His persuiasive words began (o find
place in the hearts of people and since he was s ¢y kuown as the
trustworthy asd the peace maker, }m preachings iuflnenced them and
softly peuetrated their hearis.

V5. For three long years the missionar ¥ work of Muhammad
went onoina secluded manner and by that time severat persons
Joined his fold.  The prominent amongst these that accepted Islam
which was Muhammad’s faith were Zaid Bin Harsz, Abubaker,
Zubair, Usman, Ammar, Abuzer, Sad Bin Abinaggas, Talha, Argam,
and Abdullak ibne Massod,

DAAWATE.FIL ASHIEA

176, In the wmean time orders came io Muhammad from
God 1o dnvite his mear of kith znd kin and 10 instract them o
accept the faith. Al was ordered to prepare Tood in a small
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guantity consisting of hread, meat and mifk.  Abu Talib’s house
was rudburelly availabis Joc the purpose.  Fory persois, all Troum
the pregeny of Abdul WMuigsiih, gatherad in the house ot Abu 'Tailb,
To the surprise ol ail o soceodingly small quantiy of food
sufficed for all and before Muhammad could utter a word about
his mission Abu Lahab, thearch enemy of Muhammad, made e
gathering disperse saying that it was a clever piece of soreery and
‘ all with a small
civen he next day

magic that Muhammad had displayed by feedin
quantity of food. A cimnilar invitation was
4150 and this also was foiled by the ensples of Muohammad.
On the third day Muhammod addressed the gathering immediately
after the meal and delivered a sermon praising God and announcing his
mission. He asked of the audience as 10 who would come forward i
help him in his mission and ausured that the person coming Forward
and accepting his offer would be his heir and vazeer after i, Mo

yeept voung All, @ boy nat more than fotirteen 1ears of
vd asiide A 3T dowsn iwice and, when on [he third
youp promicing oll help 1o Muhammad in hiy mission,
wisn and declared before the gathering that this
oir and vareer cfter binn worth listening {0 and
worth followinz, At this annouacement Al fahal first and then
Abu Lahab began addressing Abi Tallb saunting that now the time
had come for him $o0 pay obesiance to his Owp SON. abhu Talib
replicd 1o Abu Lahab saying, “*Oh one eyed man, keep goiet. FHow
are you concermed with this 9* These words of Abu Talib conveyed
countless meaning. After that e turned to Muhammad apd told
him, “Oh, my Amir 1ise aud say whatever you want 1o say and
detiver the message of your Lord, because you are botlr truthful
and frustwerthy.”’

one got Hp
age. Muhams
occasion Al
the Praphet emorad
boev, A6

auid Be i

MISSION OF THE HOLY PROPHET MUHAM MAD (5.4

177. ©On account of this open support of Abu Talib for
Muhammad hard times lay ahead {or him.  As previousty stated,
¢the enemies of Bani Hashim had already formed themselves into &
powerful group. Now ibere was enough cause for open emmity.
Wow Muhammad was onenly delivering his message andl this was
ahsolutely unpalatable to the idol-worshippers. Muohammad used
s dectare thai human hends should bow down before only one Ged,
the Sustaimer of the worlds and that bowing before map-mace
idols, and considering them as the creators or helpers was ;norance
of the worst kind. The idolworsbippers, who were seoustomed
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0 idol worship from the times of their forefathers, could oot tole-
raie the preaching of sduhammad against their tims-honoured
icons.  Mahammad, inspired by divine power, would not care for
anvihing in delivering his message and by now he had created a
nuﬂmbervo‘f' foliowers on acoount of nis porsuasive preachings.

HAZRAT ABU TALTB (A.5.)'5 PROT ECTEO%

178, These idol-worshippers got irritated every now and
ther and wanted to  pip this movement in the bud and
so they began persecuting the poor foliowers of Mubhammad haras-
sing them and beating them whenever opporfunity arose. They
conld not dare touch Muhammad because they were mightily a fraid of
Abu Talib, the acclaimed hero of the Arabs.  Abu Talib was Sound
always by the side of Muhammad 1o protsct him and so fthese enemies
were continously worried about what they should do.

7%, C
frankly told hiin about 1

wce they approached Abu Talibina deputation and
r feelings and requosted him to prevent
Mubammad from stopping peopie fromy idel-worship and from
othey practices which they were accustomed to. Abn Talib hand-
fed thewm all in @ very taetful masner on that occasion and they
returaed withoul achioving their objective.

. 180.  After some time then again they all mes Abu Talib and

“used strong words in protest. They openly told Abu Talib that he
was boldly encouraging Muhammad in carrying on the propaga-
tion of his mission and that now their patience was exhausted,
They paid him all respecis as the chiel of the Arabs but al the same
time they warned him that they had then come for a final decision:
from him 2nd having given a stern warning te Abu Talib in the
stromgest terms, they all retarned.

181, Muhammad was observing the attitude of Abu Talib
at all these thrests and was very pleased when Abu Talib patted
him, kissed and embraced him and exborted him to carry on with
the mission in the manner he liked and assured bim that be would
always be by his side, coms what may.

182, Onee cgain the encmies of Muhammad approgched Abu
Talib and offered him a very handsome end promising youth by the
nan:e of Ammora bin Walld bin Maghira, so that Abs Falid can take
undor Bis pare thiz verv promizing vouth wond in retura hand over
Blubammad to them so that they could conivel his aciivifies, Ai this
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sstion the colour of dbu Talib’ s face reddensd with rage and he
became wraih personified. fire began 1o ovze oul of s eyes and he
began to shake with aages. Those preseni gof siunned at (he fove
dispiay of love of Abu Tallb for Muhaminad. He rocred gt their Sayings
“pe you wish rhat 1 chould see Mubammad Beiny sacrificed by you
Jor proclaiming and propagelting Fis mission ¢ aourizi some oneg
& from amongst You in his place 77 On seeing 1S kindivd fire of
4in Talie, AMutaam bin Adl pin Naefal bin Abnd-e-AMunaf tried (6
qrijeien Aim by saying that they kad come to offer @ just solurion to an
intricaie problem. But Abu Talib lost his temper with them again
end fold them his final verdict that he would never accede 10 thelr
request.  After this the assembly openly declared that they considered
themselves free o do whatever they wanted and that it was 10 he seen
how Abu Talib discharged his professed responsibility fo look after
the proteciion of Muhamiaad. ‘

SECLUSION G THL HOLY PROVHET MUHAMBMAD (5.4

i83. {Oynce it so happensd that siuhammad had again retirsd
for mediation 0 s0MmMme cpeluded place and did not return as ne
wsually wouid do.  Khadija and Abu Tahb were very much WOTTE
¢d shout his salety.  Abu Tanb fearsd thal some harm bad been
done to Muohammad by his eaemiss,  Despite search far and wide

s iraco of Muba WS . . : s B
no 45 of Mubammad was found . ﬁ@w Byra Iy _?&g@ B

{84. ‘When Abu Talib entered the Haram with Muhammad
holding Muhammad by bis arm his sccomplices were siting as
directed but on finding M uhanunad safz and sound 1bey Lept quist,
“hen Abu Talib reared ocut to nis men asking them i¢ take oul
what they possessed. immediaic!

v at this order twenty shining
pers were drawn and the chief of the Quraish sitting thers were
horrificd, When they asked him what all this was Abn Talip told
them eoverything very frankly and this convinced thern shout the
Zetermination of Abn Talib to protect Muhammad at any ¢ost
even to the exient of the extinction of all the chiefs of 1
sines. Abu Talib, a great poet of pis time, recited verses i 1k
praise of Muhammad at that time and one of {the couplets was

<3 my son | You are BoW free to move abpui there is 0o
danger for you whaisoever goed 1i6ings {0 you MAY Yousy £3es slyays
revaein cost asd ealm.”

185, After this Abu Talib and his men retarned and thers
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Was great turmoil amongst the enemies at this important incidens.
THE HIIBAT OF MUSLIM 5

186.  The mission of Muhammad was spreading slowly byt
very convincingly, The oppression to which the near followers of
Muhammad wers being subjected, was beyond description. They
ware being mentally and physically toresired i the most cruet
mananer. . This state of atizirs began to win the sympathy for the
sufferrers and instead of curbing the mission, on the sontrary this
aelped to give it g tillip, Muhammad and Aby Taiib wers very
much concerned with fhe calamities that were befeiiing the new
Muslims bus they had not the resources to protecs them all.  There
Was great concern about these affairs in the camp of Muhammad
and Abu Talib and Muhammad decided 1o goive the problem any-
Bow, Counsuitations were held and it was ultimately decided that
those who could not be profecied by their family or clan should
get ready to miprats to Ethiopia. This suggsstion was found
aceeptable to all. The Juraish were happy o see that what fo
ther: seemed avil was fizzling out ny migration of the copverts and
Maushammed ang Abn Talib weors Bappyr 10 spe “that the faithial
followers of their faith woro stlig bevond their country and thai the

mission woald now he carcied far anid wide,

” Vhereupon adu Tulib coliected Twenty of his men, fecluding

Als sons, and gave them instrpctions i g0 to the Tavam with sharp
{ dagrers snd esch ore tg ba near each of the hoads of varions clang
| yhat used tn B there geverally slan iy and plotilny  asaipst
Maobammed. e told them that he would make fis Jasp effort 1o
find Muhammad bat if he did nsi suocesd andg seturpad afone in the
Flaram they shonld attack cack chiof with their daggers and fpih
them off {han apd there. Abn Talib searched for Mubammad
secompasied by hiy sons apd o Bis great foy foand him at fant om
the smiskipts of 5wy codlemplating

C Almighiy, Ia 2 excitement of oy and i

o embrased My ad and fnstracred ki

Eotime without ind g thes,

187. A first baich of migrants was presared and ten men

and five women joined 1he cxpadiy
yoar of the mission when Mubammad was iorty.

188, Alter two yeavs, when the new Muslims s being
tortured in the most cruel MADNer, necessity arcse again 1o sep that
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they aiso migrated to Ethiopia, ?-iihiepi,z s
King of that place had earned for '
just and highly learned and was {o

189, This time Abu Tallh was wery
Fihiopia & wreal suee
these mig rw%:s
i §§% charge.

misgion io

TR ‘3;§§3 "y’
father willingt

to be delivered 1o Majashi, the Emperor of Ethiopia and hapded it
cver to his son for being conveyved in the most befliting manoper o
the Emperor.

5t
b
193.  abu Talib preparad a very well worded postic message
ed
L5

LEADEREHIP OF HAZRAT JAVAR (A.5.)

191, This expedition consisted of 83 men aad 18 wowen und
the lesdership of Jufer, %;%ae zsmmm@ o osom of Aby ’Tmzb T
resched Btidopia safely :;as.a{ii wers wel vd there. iEg
to dend a pravelnd Jife,
g the sams place Trom ﬁ.'ii@:
of Omro b A

H

hone Musiim

TERE S WH fron

192, Emperor Najashi ssnt for these M
1bne Aba Talib attended the (OL!E% L
most disciplined nnd organised mannsr,

JAFFAR (ASYS EXPLANATION

193, The Bruperor told Jafer about the
Aas and fafer gave a befitting explanation.
in ihe same vein as Abu Talib, that among tug Avabs insre was
dizunity aad choss ; there was darkaness and fguerange, that they
were worshinping baad-made icons as rhelr gﬁﬁs, that they wers
eating dead animsls, enpaging fo immoral sad ilicit actioos o (hat
they were oppressing thelr mear and dear enes, the poweul from
amongst them were crushing the weaker cues ; in ibis bosnidle cone
dition suddenly a light had appeared in the midest that cas. off all
darkness and beaconsd them to z now life and brightened the
horrible, dark atmosphers. A person came up o eradicals ;aii
evils and showed them where they were continuously wrring. Hs

rold the Empsror,
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opened up their closed eves and deadened hearts and they were
awakened to a2 new philosophy—they begun to understand their
shortcomings and sinee he pointed out to them, they could under-
giapd who was the Creator. They told bim that He managed to
dirert them from idol-worship and prostrating thomselves before
sveryene ; he gave them instructions to adhere fo rruth and follow
the right path and created a wonderful brotherhood amongst them,
He preached to them from the Holy Book that had descended upon
him and influenced of these heavenly words had caught their
imagination and inspired them to a new way of life,  He made
them understand their respomnsibilities towards one another and
showed them the value of being trustworthy. Tromorality, unjusti-
fisd killings, telling of lies and misappropriation of the property of
the orphans were prohibited by Him. He had shown them the
way of praving to One Almighty and obeying Him. It was on this
acoount that all the peopie began to hate them and perpetratad
terrible tortures on ibhem and their families so thay they should
aive up their new faith and rovert to the dark days of ignorance
with them, but this was the lasy thing they would agres 160 Aund
so when they had found that their oppression was unbearable, they
had thought of migration from their homsland., Then he continasd
saying that they bad many places to go 1o but since be had learnt
a4 lot about the justice and sense of fair-clory prevailing in the
Fmperer’s domain they thought it wiss to come over to his coun-
try whers they supected (0 jcad a peageful, madisturbad life.  Then
Jafar subuiitted to the Emperor that what he had narrafed was the
only crime for which they wvere beiny perseceied. e also opened
up bis bosem sayiog that whes the Quraish were pot willieg to aliow
them te live peaceful life in their adopted cousiry what would they
pot do to them if they were turned over fo them and sept over fo the
country under their crael rule.

MESSAGE OF HEAZRAT ABU TALIB (A5)

194. S0 saying Jafar read out the message handed overby
Abmn Talib, his father at the time of their migration in a loud, clsar
and ringing voice which counld be distinesly heard by all who were
present in the Court, including the delegation of the Quraish.

195, “Oh Emperor of Ethiopia ! Know thou that *Muhammoed

*Acgeptance by Abu Talib in the unity of God and the prophethood of
Mubhammad,
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s @ prophet in the same

sumner gy Moses gpd Jesus weare
God v messens ;

rerg,  He has Bro
the same aanwner a5 [hey bie
quides from their Lord and pader
And vou musi figve 7o
regarding the coning of this prophet,

0 omessage from {od in
bty amd ol of theis are

His divect protection,

d i vour goriptures the mforaaiion

196.  dud 50 no one can be a pariner of the Mighty Crealor and
the right path i distinet and clear and not davk and nils-
leading.”

THE REACTION

197, Op listeaing to this greal mussago of Abu Talib, the
BEmperor was very qpeh touched. He was- s learasd man with
knowledge of the Holv Scriptures Tmmediately he remombered
the passages that referrod to the coning in their old books
and he was convinced about the truth that jaler spoke. He softly
requested Jaffer if he remembered unyihiog from the verses rscited
and tavght by Muhammad. lsfer, ihe son of a very great and
learnied father did not miss the opportunity and soon salected the
most appropriate passage from the Quran contmining the sehject
matter of Mary and Jesus.  He recited from the Chapter of Mary
sarses that stupned the Nejushi,  bie was in tears 28 the heavenly
words of the Wely Ony’an had an overnhelming cHect on him.  He
was coovinged about the mission of Mubammad and without the
shighiest hesitation agread to pive 8l profectivs 1o the Mustims and
Amr Bin Ass got the worst defeat ke eouid expect,

EY .
WLORIEN

THE PLANNING OF QURAISH

198, The infidels of Quraish were determined to create as,
many obstructions in the way of Muhammad and his Mission a8
shey could think of.

199 The enly woridly obsincle in their way that siopped
them from Lidips Mubammad was the preseats of aAbu Talith. They
knew that Abe Talib would not tolerats any harm to Mubammad,
however, miner, The bravery and valour of Abu Talib were known
to them and they conld not muster sulficlent courags to face them.

500, Omnce when these infidels had slaughtersd certain camels
as sacrifice to their gods installed in Kaba and were busy merey-
making in the Haram, Mohammad happened to pass by. e
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walkad awsy in
were over-avwed,
ne was the
e a
wantad o fnd oul some wey 1o haruss
hm how desply they hawd hins,

illed manner that they all
themselves that

was clalming
£ ol them and fhey

=

1o prove 1o

201 They kpow that Mohammad was o
Madas 1o offer his pravers to his God, ’;‘Th:xy ali g
Muhammad in the meanest manner. They ine
Abduiin ibae Fabalr 100k atl the flth and stomach awe
the slaugbtered camels and went to the pisce where Biuhan
tound ir prostraiion before biy Creator. Al the filin
upon Mubammad and the {uraish sorenmed with
condition, covered by filth “fzd e Muhammag
and in a remarkably composed manner walked home.

RECITING OF WEUSES BY HAZRAT ABU TALIS (4.85) IN
PRAISE OF THE (IOLY PROPHLT MUHAMMAL (B A

202, When Abu Talib saw Muhammad approaching in such
a condition he was wild with angsr,

203 Muhammad
stgod there calm and solise
Talib, 0 waois, gﬁsai—;ﬂ
This g on of 7":>f?_ufmm:1rs:mi
Perhaps he wanied 1o con _ e
thase irwubius Wers ,navmdu”‘ e ovils and the paib
perseverance was the only one 1o be adopu,};

Aby

04, Bur Abu Talib’s anger was beyond control.  He drew oul
s sword and roarved out to all his kinsmen o follow him with drawn
swordy and aolding Muhammad by his arm, reached the place wagere
this mischief was done.  The Quraish were frightened 1o see Abu Tolib
approaching in this defiant manner.  They wanted 1o scatler out byl
Abu Talib challenged them saving that anyons running awsy wouwld be
stpughtered there and then,  There was guiet all round.

2035, ’Ti’%}f*- Grat thing Abu Talib did was to give a strong blow
with his first to¢ Ibne Zubair, the maip mischief maker, who beg
1o blead pmfu.wiy from the nose and el haif-umconscious,
he asked his son Hamza to throw all the fileh that fay the
those arch epemiss of Mubammad that were there. Abu Talib
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was in a terrible mood and his words were fiery.  Suddend
becarme guiet and, after observing Muhammad from head to
announced, “0Oh Muohanimad whit VoW are inmy
gyes ;3 56 now Haten'', w0 saxing AS an-reciting versed in
his ecstasy in prabswe of Blubamo s verses conyey the

thoughis of Aba Talib for Binhanumad, they ave transiated below,

06, Auhamemad T Thow are FProphet.  Profound, shining and
suprere.  Noble thow art, born o) Nobility Ble ssad are
Both sire and son, gloriously reoied thow ai For Hazhim
founded thy dyrasty who called Mecoa
ware starving.  And thus custont estel id 1o feed bread
in Saried @ nusurpassed thow sholt o while { live un-
challenved. And plains of SMecea cee free from Vilgars
and Blocksheeps.  And thy iin are on guard,  As lions af
Jorest.  Thev sratection v guaranteed In teuih for all thy
discourse are truc from days of thine childhood.

ey ‘F YFE) g 3
do Jesst when prople

PROTECTICN OF ABU SAaLMA

207, mfeer this ineident the Quralsh did banow whal to
do to prevest Muhamm i it
the followers of Muho
the only courss left open i
fold of Muhammad, One !
was seversiy oppressed by the s
torsured in the most oruel way.
seck shelter under Abn Taith, He

appressed condition and £ bu Tali

ean bo hurass
. That was
~3~“}}eﬂ mﬁ ind

10 t;e maximumn exis

AZRAT ARL TALIE (4.5~ ADVOCATE OF BUMAMNITY

0%, This cansed o terrible flare up amo
all rushed to Abu Talib war;uwi
i psople from ¢ ther tribes whet
Y aszc; zi oy told him thudhis protecti

gst the Quraish and
1o extend his pro-
more persecuted by
§ enounel,

ncs that W
and hostile
This

itis
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ruraish whoe were now finding Abu Talib crossing what they
thought were the himts.

209, Many such ncidents of oppression of the lellowsrs of
Muohammad (5.4 began {0 come to the notice of Abu Tehb and he
was wild with anger at all those incldents. The case of Uthrman iboe
Mazoon was one of them  Afier hearing about the oppression
which he was subjected to Abu Talib was very much annoyed and
the verses he recited on that occasion convey his atittude towards
Muhammad and his faith:  Some of the verses are as follows @

210, “Oppression and tyranny aae suppressed by us through
ont scasoned swords, and the frenzy of the frantic mad
wilk oppression is tanght sense through the jewels of our
armmour and we cease not our onslaughts onthose dastard
tyrants till they succumb, surrender, and accept truth of
the scriptures that have descendad from Heaven like the
ones that descended on Prophet Moses and Zonoon.
Who spreads the truth that has dawned on him as is
evident from the qualities and signs that are seil
grpressed.”’

211, The Quraish were all upited against Mubammad and

also agajnst Abu Tallb who was the main thrown in their side. It

was the strength and power of Abu Talib that had supported

Muhammad sc¢ far. Baot thsy were zll helpless against the might

and dauntless courage of Abu Talih who was strong enough to

stand up against all of them. He was a tower of strength for
Muhammad and his followeys. :

212, The Quraish met very often to consider over the matter
of how to subiugate Abu Talib and when 211 their eiforts at foree
failed they drew up a unique plat wit yngst them-
selves, They all wers a very powstiu zsew?a they
were not sirong enough againsi the combined phy
the Bani Hashim, they consiituted 2 vory powerful T"oux fthm
were to unite socially against Abu Tabib. | %hey conspired o make
bim how down and decided upon a well planned piot of social
boveotl.

413, They all held a very largely attended conforonce at
which after great study they evolved & formula which in their
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opinion would finaly succzed in making Abu Talib step down and
finaily hand them over his nephew Mubammad o them.

714, Iy was & plan of compleic segregafion of ths zeeat
family from all angies. They drew up & document mentionin
the items of boyeott and put theiv senis on the documents. 11 was
meniioned in the document that no one would from then onwards
have any dealing with Abu Taltb and his family and there was to
he a total social and economic boycoit of that whole family to
such an extent that the entire family of Abu Talib be brought down
to the level of starvationm. Thers was o be no talking with them,
no dealings with them, 5o social relations with them, no trading
with them. Restrictions of all nature weic worked out in deiails
and mentioned in the document which was framed and hupg jn the
Kaba with the seal of al} the tribes on i,

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC BOYCOTT

215, This social and economic war began instantanecusly
and mo doubt o owas for those times a novel warfare against a
fighting tribe. It was a veTy gueer position in which Abu Talibh and
his entire Tamily were placed. Socizl beycolt of ladies, children,
vouihs aod men in the most erganised manney 4od a tervible mentsnl
jmpact apd this war of twenty fouy hours 3 day was a very erued
firhi to withstand, Abu Talib was given one counsel after another
for a respectable compromise but this Hon-hesrted hero would not
budge an inch and bravely decided to face all the difficulties that
would come. e knew that to support nis entire large family and
feed them without any chance of parchasing foodstufls from outs
side, would be an impossible task and he aiso realised the Immense
difficulties that lay ahead but this great peliever in God and in the
mission of Muhammad did not give up hope. Ia his heart of
hearts he was feeling convinced that, after all, it was God alone
who was the Master and the provider of sustenance.  AbuTalib
was confident that since his cause was just, some day or the oiber
God’s help would come in one form or another.

716, Since Abu Talib also expected an attack from ibe
(3uraish, he thought it wise to take the entire family in the Shanb-s
Abu Talib a place of safety from attack of enemy and he managed
10 give guidance with segard to foodsiufls $o some near relatives of
K hadija and this went on, but with great hardships and very gread
difficolties. Abu Talib fouget this battle of nerves sud staryaiion
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with great strengih and enormous courage and this shows his extra-
ordinary faith in the mission of Muhammad.

2171, As is clear as day, the cause of all these persecutions
was the mission - of Muhammad. 1t is surprising that, even after
knowing about all the troubles that lay in store for ali of them, no
where iy history if has been recorded that Abu Talib tried fo
influence Muhammad to curb or slacken his activities. On the
contrary Abu Talib went on exhorting Muhammad all throughout
this period of trials and tribulations 1o go on with all his efforts
and aciivities in the direction of his mission, This is envugh to
prove the calibre snd the faith be had in the great mission with
which Muhswmad (A.5.) was entrosied by God,

218, As time rolled op, economical difficulties began to tell
on the family of Abu Talib and, even with strict rationing gnd
planning, starvation was staring them in the face. Even thew Abu
Talib was as steadfust as 2 rock snd was certain that, one day or
another, ithe great Creator, for whose mission all these troubles
were underiaken, would definitely find some soluiion fe this intricaie
problem.

%1%, At the cries of the children and women for food and
other necessities of life the heart of Abu Talib would melt and
move him to tears.  Muhammad alse would be overwhelmed with
feelings but the Mission that lay shead appeared o them moze
important than anything eise,

P90, There long vears passed in this desolate condition. Al
these years Huzrat Abu Talib (A5 way worried about Mukammad in
a very particular manner.  He was afraid of Muhammadbeing attacked
and killed by the Quraish. Now and then he used to put his own Al on
the bed of Muhammad so that if an aitempt was made (o murder him,
it would be Ali his son who would be killed and Muhammad would be
saved,

221, This spirit of being prepared (o sacrifice his own for the
suke of Mubammad shows the deep regard that Abu Talib had for
Muhammad., All this was being dons not merely for the sake of
the love of Muhammad but also for the sake of his just mission.
Bowas Abu Talib's 2im in life fo see to the success of the mission
of Mubammad. This was the noble spirit with which Abu Talib
served Islam in this delicate condition.
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MIRACLE ABOUT THE DOCUMENT

923, Onpe day Muhammad ina happy mood approsched Abu
Talit and told him that he had been informed that the document
hung in the Ka'aba had been eaten away by white ants and all the
wrilings had been destroyed except the name of Alluh wriiien on
i, Abu Talib was vety pleased to hear this from Muhammad. He
had implicit faith in whatever wMuhammad spoke. e believed
hint to be the true prophet of God and was convinced that his dec-
laration could pever be wrong and it carricd a messags of hope
and deliverance.

223, Armed with this eonviction and with profound belief
in ¢he hidden truth of this message. Abu Talib lett Shaab-2-Aby
Tehh., When the Quraish saw hig coming they thought that he
had come o surrender himself but the way he was valking and his
demennous and besripg appearsd jo b ihat of a victor. They
could not understand ali this and were net plexed for guile some-
fime.  Abpialib approached thom in @ iriumaphant mapaer and ihey
were all surprised ai this, 1o see a pason in such an glated con-
ditton, after Tull thige yemrs of ceaseless persecntion, was & matler
of sarprize to shem all, They began io marvel ai the fortitude of
Abn Talib and wers greatly disappoiated fo find that he had ot
come 1o plead to them fov # fruce, muih tess 10 throw himsell ai
their merey.

324. They boastad at the suceess of thelr blockade and taun-
ied Abs Talib ln savcastic words but he was all cheer. His fage was
ghowing with Imfevnal SuCCLSS and his lps parted in 2 smile of
yielory.

295, When they told him how well erganised was their boy-
cott Abu Taiib told them shat the boycott should by over singe ihe
decument that made the crganised boyCol & SUGCESS Was Lo more,
They said that i was safely hanging in the Ka'aba. Abu Talib
muéh@:d at ihig stazement, He told them thai Vishummad's God fingd
alrendy dons what showld be deap and ke challenged them ihail

ting Bow rematasd s ihel goui salen away by

ing - aflah writien therain.

ey #l} bogan 10 1470 BE 0D GROS alt thought

it 10 be a plull, all simuitaneously chalisnged Abu Talib al this
siatement of his.
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226 They chided him for speaking with such implicit faith
and confidence a thing he had o tie reptied confidently
that he had told them abour i informasion i
Muhammad by his God and Mobammad the trwthiul, M
the trustworthy, could never be wrong

227. - They in anger asked Abu Talib what wonid
penaldy if it turned oot to be false.  Abu Talib said that ke would
agrée 10 anything that they would lay down Phey mads
it a condition that if that statement turned out 1o be incorrect, A
Talib would surrender unto them and hand over 1o them Mub:
with whom they would then deal as they would choose.

DEFEAT OF THE QURAISR

228, 'Ibis was o test for Abu Falib, tos noweriel for srdingry
human eonvictien.  But he was the son of u falbor who had so much
fulth n Cod tha! when Abeaha had a1y o3 Ka'aba with o sowerfsl
rrmy, he had szid ?hsﬁ' Wa'aha was God's property and God would
protect jt, and he did nothing except voncengrate und pray to {od
to protect iis House. As previously mentioned an army of birds
with pebbles in their beaks appeared and all the army of Abraha
eonsisting of g%eiﬁmmv antd & mpltitode of men lay dead on the savds
when the pebbles fell on therm from the birds wbove, Aba Talib was
the sen of that great faher and he w25 convineed that Cod woald
aot fall them apd so with uashakable {,mmmm v and hmpliels fxith
he smilingly sgreed $o 2l the conditions that the fpuraish. preseribed
ai that time. Al those present were certaln am% Abu Talib’s state-
ment conld not be true beeanse they had {aken »ll possible care for
the preservation of the document and they were very happy af the
challenge thrown by Abe Talik.

229 In a procession they all approachsd the Ka'aba and
when the document was found eas zpt the nams of
Allzh written thereon, as described by Abu iib, the Guraish,
ingtond of admitting their defeat, vegan to shoutthat it was another
feat of sorcery and mg‘(., performed by Muhammad. Their defeat
dealt a blow te them but they did not have the intellectual honesty to
accept their defeat.  Many of them wanted the boycott and enrmity
to continue, but there was a dissension amongst the Quraish them-
selves. Some said that sioce the challenge bad been won by Abu Talib,
and they hadpo proof of any fonlplay, the boyeott should he withdrawn,
Those in favour of calliog off the hoveott were Husham bin Umro,
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Fohair b 'm Omava, Mutass
Bakktari bin s aud othern
and % potizaguss wantzd the stan
aMms arose batwsen these fwo zfznap«; ‘
H30 and soonomis sanosions wers (ifted and Abu
the Pani Hashim found themsslves oncs more
Mecea.

230, The difficulties that Aby Talib sncountersd during the
very hard period of boyostt, which iasted for three long vears, had
a very adverse and telling impact on the physical condition of Abu
Talib. MNow an aged man, over sighty vears of age, he suifered a
iot on sscount of starvation and eother worries confronting the
Bei ﬂ_’ ﬂ;u genarabie sire of the clan he used to feed others
ven the baresy necessitiss.  These dithenliies
had a ia;ii_ia;z %’:ﬁxlﬁﬁ% o1 %z.xs health and bis physical vondition had fast
dgterieraied during this crucial period.

DEATH OF HAZRAT aBU TALIB (&

231, Hiis health failed badly and it was amidst gloom an
wrief that ho passed away from this world aund it is reperted :hat e
the last moments the Kalama-o-Tevyeba was on hls sacred lips*

232,

the face of Abu Talib peace reigned, supreme and

his fo sronounged eniire tranguility.  He bad Hved his ife
well and gerved the right cavse not caring {or hargshins and calami-

ties.  Flo had suppor tuth all throughout his life and ar ar of
contentmeat was on his Taes sines in the mision of Muhawmed he
had found supreme hops for the solution of el the s the world
was pollated with.  Fvery moment of kis fife was well speni for the
salvation of mankind He lved ke 2 here and died 2 gloriouy
denth,

IH LOSS OF THE HOLY PROPHET MU AMMAD (8.4

can lnagine
mmad.

Niubanmmag dopinns sbelfey that was over

fead Tor decudes,

wedadaravun Maboovat - Shetkh  Abd
Shasan Oosoun’ a4 ibae Burhsnuddin-o5h
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234, Mubammad had complete faith in his great Proteciopr
but the goodness and care with which Abu Talib had brought him
4P owere coniinuouslty before his eyes. This parting of a most
senerous benefacior was pot an ordinary loss. Muhammad was
ot afraid of the future, nor was he over powered by the thoughts
of futurs calamities hut the life that he had lived under the perfecy
Frotection of Aba Talib began 1o fioat Dbefore his eves and hig
beart was full of grief at the worldly foss of such a benefactor.

435, Wirst Abdul Muttalib and then Abu Talib filled the
£ap of the loss of his father in the mosy compassionate manner, A
person like Muhammadk 30 comscious of his obligaﬁ{ms, could npg
but be fully gratefu) for the generosity shown towards him, He
Wwas gricl sticken sud hig overwhelming sorrow was too deep for
tears. His lips maved in prayers unceasiogly and amengst those pre.
sent all eves were fixeg oB Muohammad beeause he appeared to be
Ereat personified at that time,

238, Decy slubs escapad his lips and in ntier #ratefnlnegs for
the kindness shown to Bim he colitineously praved to Aliah 1o re.
ward Abu Talik for all s soodiess,

237 When Hazrae Al (A5}, under instructions  from
Muhiammad {5.A.) was busy giving him the ebsequial bath and when
the body was beins weanned v shroad, Mubimmad (8.A} came

forward (o utter griel apd woclatmed, <0k unele, you sered a4 my
Protocior duriag my orphanhood, von Bourished me gugine My ohilde

i

Bood, belpad we ia Wy yewih 1 RBay o #8L oy the hest roward
and reenmpense you mos; bedittingly for 4l thay Fou have done,

238, When (b coflin was being lifted, Mubsmmag cams
forward ang standing in front of 1%, in the presence of all said ip
the most grief-stricken WERBEY, Ol uncle, you diseharged the drities
af Kinship with graceful mercy, May Allah reward You most gra.
clously.  You acurished me From childhood, protecied me all along
and, whep I grew up, you gave me all help and suecony,””

238, g of Iowering the Body ip the
BEAVE Camd up. AL that thee & swtmmad brost tago WA | fie owas
hetup vemieled, but Bis tears would unt stop,  He Rimself fowert 5
ihe body in the grave exclaimed « ~np ary mereifol father, Ol Aby
falib, O wy gngle Alas ! Alas ! fow can 1 Bold batk with
pationce | O vou who noarished me iy my ehitdhond ; On ¥ou who

e
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responded spontaneously to my mission, souwere considering mwe the
pupils of your eyes and yous wery seul | bMay silah most graciousty
reward vou for all that you wave done for me.”’

THE WILL OF HAZRAT ABU TALIB(AS.)

240, It has bezn rmentioned i Bovleoyhul arak’ STareekive-

Hhamess’' and saolland’ that it has heer puariated by Hasham
raf

ispe Muhamasad ibae Spebeo-ialbi that in s last eomenis He?

Abu Talip called the chiets of Ouraish sad declared his last wish
which i as foilows 3

741, Ok} Oabila-e-Quraish © you are the chosen ones of God
in this creation ; and yow are ihe soud of the Arabs 5 amongst you i
the wmaster who i worthy of obcisgnce ; amonpst you is the chief
who is brave, mdvancing and magnanimons sud know ve ail 1hat
there is nothing from the favours which you have net obtained as
your SHAre agd there is ne dignity and pogition which you have pol
achieyed ; and o8 AccoOUGE of these achicvemients you ate pxatted
opes amoepgst men and on acconnt of this exaltation of yours,
peopls turs {o yoR for their purpose ; and people fight with you and
gel apited in ppposing you. And T do hereby sxbort you in respect
of the dignity of the House, § 2., Ka'aba becanse in this 1s ihe plea-
smre of the Nonrisher : and in {his is providence for the people. Keep
up kinsmanship amongst yourselves (go on helplog one appther) in
ihis there is profongation of 1ife for vou and yout wumerical strengil
will inerease. (Give op evil plotting and disnbedience pecause i
aceount of these evils alone many nations haye perished. Fench (o
the suceour of the oppressed and give 1o the ope who pleads ;
heeanse in these aclions there is homour for you in iife and death,
Always speak the truth and remain sppstworthy, because 08 goconnd
of thess you establish love for you in the bearis of ithe selected JeWw
and your dignity is established amongst the masses. And I beguesthe
vou ip vespect of Mabammad {8.4.), the best of the creatjos, and
e indeed is the trusiworthy o8¢ from amongst ke Quraish, and the
most truthful amongst the arabe, and he is the one sossessed of al
the gualities that 1 have exhoried vou o, so far ! snd he came ¢ us
all with an order which although the soul arcepts e ipByoe refeses
ty testify on account of fear of ihe emmity of the prople. And by
Allal | 1 am uble 10 vismalise wnd see ithal the podl amongst the
Avabe and the people from surrounding places nad the duwn-froddei
persens from amongst the people bave srvepied Biy 2all spd pether-
o ronnd him snd have restified Bis ‘Ealemn’, and have clopified his
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crders and 1hey have willingly plunged themselves with Molsmmad
in ihe oremn of desih and §oam siso able 1o soe 1hat the arlstorrals
snd fhe eaders of the Quoraish have fallen from thelr hejghts and
iheir lot has changed, and their 9”%%!‘&%,6 ;g;éfxtza;éf«. have pesp rulned. Asd
those who once were wn-nourished @nd sevlected Bave sow become

"wé&z‘sﬁ; and powerful  And the topmiost asmenest (hom Bas be-
lowermost,  And ¥ slse oo that the Arabs have dedicated
fove to Mubampnsd sad popnlations hove beem rendared

: lent unio biwm and have bewed dows seveptidy bis commander-
ship. Aad oh people of the Quraish, yeu sisc jsin the fold of his
lovers and be the helpers of bis srmy and by God whoseever treads
ot the path shown by hime will be rightly guided and whosoever will
follow his guidagce will attain glory and sgecess,  Aad if §fe  would
have given me more oppertanity und if death wonld have been delny-
ad, § wonld have stood by hm for auppﬁﬁ and would have protecied
‘ma from opprossion and persecuilon.’
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Abu Talib, the sire and head of the Quraish, was a

- source of protection for the helpless and the needy in

times of need,
Bulughul Arad.

Abn Talib, the head of the Arabs was compassionate
towards the poor and the helpless. His large hearted
hospitality is wel kuown and renowned.
Shara-g-Nahiul Balaghsa
thne Abil Hadid.

Abu Talib, masier of judgment, holder of penetrating
wisdom Hon hearted and charitable, was a source of
shelter to the poor and the oppressed

Seerat~e- Dohlantya.

The spirit of hospitality and assisting the oppressed after
Abdul Mutallib ended with Abu Talib, '

Tarikh-e-Khamees.

Abu Talib excelled his forefathers in perfection of morals
and he was renowned for hospitality and charity.

Seerat-c-Dohlaniva

If Abu Talib was not there the religion of isiarm would
pot have heen what it is today and would not have been
so well founded.
Shara-e-Mahjul Balagha
ibne Abil Hadid

Whe can deny the sacrifices that Abu Talib did for the
sake of the Prophet 7 He was prepared to saerifice his
own children for his sake ; on account of his Jove for him
he tolerated the enemity of the entire Arab community
he was encircled and virtually imprisoned on account of
him ; he was reduced to starvation and was exiled. For
Full three vears ipaintainance became horribly difficult.
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1
Will this love, this fervour and these sacrifices go in
vain ?

Scerat-un-Nabi Shibli Nomani

On the death of Abu Talib women tore their skirts and
spatched their hair, and the agony of his death was felt
by the entire Meccan population and especially by
Muhammad and AlL
Moiid-e-Ameerol Momineen
Abunl Hasan Bakri.

Isiam is a continuation of these four ingredients the
pleasing manners of Muhammad {S.A.), the protection of
MHazrat Abu Talib (A.S), the wealth of Hazras Khadija
(A.S) and the sword of Hazrat Al (A8

Taozihul Hamd Mohomed Abdon.

Oh Abu Talib ! Your-self was a shelter for those seek-
ing the same ! in the times of famine it was like pouring
rain, and was light ip the clonds of obscrutgy.,  Your
death was a source of calamity to those who were highly
bred and dignified ; May Allah bless you.

Asnal Matalib

HOLY PROPHET (5.A.) SALID

il

13,

«Oh uncle! You acted as my protector during my orphan-
hood; you nourished me during my childhood, helped
me in my youth, may God grant you the best reward
and recompense you most befittingly for all that you
have dope’.

Oh Uncle, vou discharged the duties of kinship with
graceful mercy, May Aliab reward you most graciousiy.
vou nourished me from childhood, protected me all
along and when I grew up, you gave me all help and
sugcour.

Oh my merciful father, Ch Abu Talio, Ob my angle,
Alas! Alas! How cap I bear patience! Oh you who
nourisied me ip my childhood, Oh you who responded
spontancously to my mission, you were considering me
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the puplis of vyour eyes and your very soul, My Allah
most graciowsly peward ven fsr all thas you have done
for me”’

td. So longas Harral Abu Tatib E\A‘\LS} WiLS llVEﬂg the {:}Ufﬂi@h
were afraic of inficting nardships on me.

Tareckhe Tabari Thne farcer

15, The Quraish did not see any calamity on me during the
fife time of ilazrat Abu Talib (A5,
Tareekhe Tabari Tboe Jareer

FAZRAT ALL (4.5) 581D

{6 If my father were to intercede to ges the sins pasdoned
of every sinner on earth, God will positively pardon the
same.

IVAM MUHAMMAD BAQIR {A4.5) SAfD

7. If the faith of Abu Talib were 1o be waighed with the
faith of the rest of the world, Abu Talib’s faith would
weigh much heavier.

IVIAM JAFAR-US-SADIQ (A5 SalD

12, Abu Talib is from amongst the friends of the Frophets,
Truth-sayers, Martyrs and gaod souls,

HAZRAT ABU TALIB (A.5) SAlb:
15, Muhammed cannot be compared with any one.

0. It is my will to you all that you should pay respects to
Ka’aba, the house of God because in thisis God’s
pleasurs und a source of your eponomic upliftment,

21. Be kind and senerous towards your kinsmen heonise
on account of that your life will be blessed and you will
be also numerically stropg.”’

27, Stay awa

m overthrowing truth and disobeying same
because this leads 1o the destraction of people.

95, fieach to the help of the oppressed and do not disappoint
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24,

25,

26,

27,

28.

29,

36,

HAZRAT ABU TaliB

the gquestioner because the dignity . of life is in this
nehaviour.

Speak  always the truth ; and become trustworthy
bocause this will result in love and increase in reputa-
1100,

it is extreme bravery not to lose heart at the faithlessness

of the world,

Oppressors and {oolish people always tend towards ba-
dness and keep aloof from justice.

The giit of the sword acts to vanish the pride from the
heads of feolish and proud people.

We melt down oppression through the heat of seasoned
swords.

The path of truth is not surrouded by darkness it is
bright and shining.  So do notassociate else with God
and accept islam. :

Ope who has been blessed by God must act kindly with
peopie and excel in obligations.

I seek help from God and God alone and not from that
epemy who is enveloped with seeking faults of others,
charging peopte with false alligations and is a lar.

Best form of charity is this that its benefits reach both
friends as also enemies.

By God you can never harm Muhammad (5.4 unless I
am redoced to dust.

Ot Prophet ! you invited me to aceept Islam you, who
are truthfol and trusiworthy.

Fhave perfectly grasped that the faith of Muohammad
{8:.A.) is the best faith,

Muhammad (S.A.) is a prophet wxactly in the same
manner as were Moses and Jesus and all these guide
people under orders from their Lord,

ey

.
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35.

40.

4%,

47

44,

43,

4%,

49,

pazral apil TALID &9

1n spite of prevaiisg enemity and disstrsi
message of mine be carried that 1 found pivhommad
(5.4.1 88 the righiful prophet a8 mentioned 10 tbe bioly

Copiplures.

hes ihe heart of one wizh love for one
Livher grieved not SOTTOW
o i ihis sulirs creation
1ove of Mohammad (5.A]

wihen od atl

§?;_ﬂ‘i%<:u§:ﬁ' et then he i
pyerpowers b

of God, 15 artpehed with the

amd my T

alond.

piohammed {3.5. i pepthint and srustworthy ; he hates
falschood and hatred ; he is ihe scale on which truth
i weighed.

cood auahiies and goodness are present  in
o the maximum extent.

sdphamnmed (5.

(e who will oo the path shown by Mphammad:

(5.4 ) will never

i hieopr wilngess fhat ong who will follow agcording o
ihe suidancs of stuhammed (8 AD will atiain goodness

ans

#] my teliable supports in
wad times-——listen, never’ .sisting the prophet.

By God, neither will ¥ over desert the prophet not will

my exaited sons W i1l do

Abstain from him whe toves falsebood and whose ton-
gue is bad.

By God, you cannot kil b ahammad (5.4 il the skuli
and the bones of my face pre shatiersd fo picges, i
Wat, '

No respected people will ever desert their brave, kind,
neipful, succouy civing patriarch.

yo pot follow those that arg on the WitDg path ; do aot
consider the innovent a3 & B

Tyo pot break iho honds of love and Lipsmanship,
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7.

38.
59,
§0.
41,
62,

HAYRAT anl TaLin

Do not encovrage war beeause iis tasie generally is very

bitter.

endowed with sell respect and  aobility  stand
o the &

weids of war with complete coolness and

The suffern

ol ensiavoms

of war are far betler than the sufferings

The calamities and hardships of here in this life are betier
ihan the calamities and hardships of the hereafier,
Wealth is a passing Shadow.

We cannot tolerate oppression; one who acts crocked

in pride against us, we straighten him up.

The well bred warrior will never be demeaned ; and the
fow bred coward casnnot be respeciworthy even if he
extends his hand for compromise:

Muhammad (8.A.) is that Prophet on whom descends
revelation from God and ons who agcepts him as the
prophet will nevef be debasad.

The learned and the ignorants cannot be equal,

The wave of war destroys both friends and foe, -

Do not rely on the talk of the tale-teiler.

We are never tired in war till war gels fired of us.

When, in war such time comes when even the brave
£ot nervous to the extent of losing sense, we protect our
friends with complete sense and calmness.

Printedat:
Qureshi Art Press, Mafimabad-Z, Karachi-18.
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HOLY PROPHET (8.A4.) BAID

(1) indeed Ali (A.8.) is from me and I am {rom him aad after me
he is the Vali of the Faithiul,

{2) T (Holy Prophst) and Ali (4.8.) is from one and the some lght,
{(3) Ali {A,8.)is with Right and Right is with Ali (4.5).
(4) Alis {A.5.) is with Quran and Quran is with Ali (A.B.).

{5} To see the face of Ali(A.B.) is worship: Poeopls asked,
(" Alah’s Prophet {5,4.), when All {A.8.) will not be among us, the
Hely Prophet (8.4,) eplied, Praise of Al {A.5.) is worship,

(8 T am the metropolis of learning and ali (4.8} is the entrance
therezo.

{7y On the day of Judgement a person will not stagger on his
feot except when questioned sbout hew he spent his life, bow he
obiained the wealth of the world and sew he spent it and guestion
wili be put with regard to the love for my Ahle-Bait.

€8) One congregation of men ! ¥ have bees called from this
world aud T have seeepted to go, Indeed T am leaving amongst vou two
pateemsd things ono iz the book of Allah and the other is wy Progeny.
1¢ ven kold by both of these you shall never be led astray and

these 1wy will never be separated til) hoth of them reach me st the

Hauz-e-Fawsar, So vou people talke vour teachings from them and
they {Abl-e-Bait) are not dependent for their Lnowledge on you:
they ave far superior to you in knowledge. The earth shall never be
void of them and if does become weid of them then the people of the
earth would come in heavy loss.

{9) Boware | That it is very near that you people will bo march.
ing from here and going to go to Allah and for your there is nothing
of any sadvaniage except the good actions alvendy sent by you and
such goodness as you have left behind ; Indeed you will be confronted
with what yeu have slready sent and you will be awarded punishment
or reward aceording 1o what yew bave sent before ; so let mod the
{v&in) beanty and pomp of the world deceive you against the high
exsliations of Heavern,

{i0) If yeu get an oppertunity ard power over your enemy then,
in thankfuiness 1o Allah, forgive him.




HOLY URAN BAYS

{3) And smoeng men there is one who setloth his self (soul) seeking
the pleasare of Allah; wnd werily, Allah is affectionate unto Mis
fuithful servants. (2 :207)

{2} And vecsived Adam from his Lord (certain) words (of prayer)

and Allab turned unte himm (mercifully) (for) verily, He is the Oft-
turping {unte mercy} the Mozt Mereiful {2:37)

(3} And wnts him -whe dispuieth wih thee thercin ufter the
knowiedge hath come unto thee, Say | (0 Our Prophet Muhamumad iy
{unto them), ‘come ye. let us summeon onr sous, and {ve summon)
your sons, and (we summon) our women and (y8) your women, and (we
summon) oursetves and (ve) yourselves and then let us invoke and lay
the curse of Allah on the lars ! 7 (3:61)

{8} That is of which giveth Allah the giad tidings unte His
servants who believes and do good deeds ; Say thon (0 (ar Prophet
Mebammad) 1 T demand not of you any recompense for it {the toils

of the Propbetship) save the love of {my) relitices: and whoseaver
i ¥

enrneth W increass for bim good thercin, verily Allak s Oft-
Forgiving, ths Most Graceful {One). (12133
{6} Verily, the infidels to you are open vazmies (110l

{6) Be it kanowa, verily, the friends of Aliah, no fesr shall be on
them, noer do they grieve (16 : 62}

(7) May be that Allabk will couse friendship between yoa and
these whom ye take to be wvour enewies wmong them, and Alizh is
All-Powerful ; and Allak is Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful,

{8) Verily, these wha believe not in the hereafter, We bave made
their deeds fair-seeming anto them, so they wander beweildered,
These are those for whom shall be o grievons chastisement, and {ihess
are) they in the hersafier, who shall be the groatest losers. (27 : 1.3
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