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Introduction
This research paper contains the text of Ziyārat ʻAshūrā’ along with its translation in English

language and a brief commentary. This was written as part of lectures under Sayyid Muhammad

Husayn Jalali at The Open School in Chicago, IL, USA. The intention of writing this paper is to

gain a better understanding of ʻAshūrā’, it's lessons and some of it's important meanings through the

supplication of Ziyārat ʻAshūrā’.

Literary Meaning

The word “Ziyārah” comes from the Arabic root Z-W-R which means “to visit”. This term is

commonly referred to a pilgrimage to Holy places associated with the Prophet Muhammad (Peace

be upon him), his family members and his Holy descendents. Sites of pilgrimage can also include

battlefields,  mosques or other places associated with these personalities. Ziyārat also refers to a

form of supplication made by the Shi‘ah in which salutations are sent upon the Prophet Muhammad

(Peace be upon him) and his descendents.

The word “ ʻĀshūrā’ ” means “tenth” in Arabic language. More commonly, it refers to the

10th day of Muharram, the first month of Hijrah1 calendar which is remembered as the day in which

Hussain ibn Ali, the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) was martyred along

with his family and companions on the 61st of Hijrah / 680 C.E.2

Ziyārat ʻĀshūrā’ is referred to the supplication that is recited on the 10th of Muharram. It is

attributed to Imam Muhammad Baqir(d. 114) who passed it to his companions and through the

chain of narrations, it has been published in multiple books. The popular books where this Ziyārat

1 Islamic Era
2 Common Era
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has been printed include Bihar al-Anwar by Muhammad Baqir Majlisi(d. 1111)3 and Mafatih al-

Jinan by Abbas Qumi (d. 1359)4 . Throughout the text, Mafatih al-Jinan will be referred simply as

Mafatih and Bihar al-Anwar will be referred as Bihar.

The text of Ziyārat ʻĀshūrā’ in Bihar is based on Kamil al-Ziyārat by Ja`far b. Qulawah(d.

368). The text of Ziyārat ʻĀshūrā’ in Mafatih is based on Misbah al-Mutahijjid written by Abu Jafar

Muhammad Ibn Hassan Tusi(d. 460).

About the Text

There are two versions of Ziyārat ʻĀshūrā’, one is the the popular text and the other is not

popular. This paper only refers to the popular text. Only the Arabic text of ziyārat have been quoted

without isnad (chain of narrators). Both the Bihar5 and the Mafatih6 have been consulted for the text

since these are popular among people for use as reference. The fact that is interesting as a reader

and translator is that there are few differences between the text found in Bihar and Mafatih which

changes some of the context and the meaning of the Ziyārat. 

The text was first copied from Mafatih and then it was compared with the text found in

Bihar. The differences that were found have been quoted in the footnotes. In the text or translation,

the letter “B” refers to Bihar and “M” refers to Mafatih. There are three types of differences

1. Differences in words or sentences. This is indicated by parentheses containing the text

followed by the footnote containing the changes in text in Bihar 

2. Text found in Mafatih but not in Bihar. This is indicated by parentheses containing text

followed by the footnote saying “B missing”

3. Text found in Bihar but not in Mafatih. This is indicated simply by a footnote

3 Fihr al-Turat Vol 2 Page 23
4 Fihr al-Turat Vol 2 Page 347
5 Bihar al-Anwar Vol 101 Page 290
6 Mafatih al-Jinan Page 832
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Translation

The translation is based on the theory which is introduced by Mona Baker in her book

entitled “In other words a coursebook on translation” and the input from Sayyid Muhammad

Husayn Jalali for the correct literal meaning of words based on usage in sentences.

Commentary

In Al Zariyat7, there are 7 commentaries listed on Ziyārat ʻAshūrā’, the first entitled Shifa al-

Sudur by Mirza Abul Fazl Tehrani(d. 1316). This book has been translated into Arabic by

Muhammad Shua Fakhir, published by Antasharat Al Maftab Al Haideriya. 1426. The editor of this

book lists 45 other commentaries. However I saw this book suffice to depend on my commentary.

 I am greatly indebted to Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Jalali for his valuable time, guidance,

for reviewing the paper many times and for translating different books written in Arabic for me.

Without his guidance and support, this work would not have been possible. I am indebted to Syed

Ali Murtaza Zaidi, a prominent scholar in Karachi, Pakistan for introducing the importance and

merits of Ziyārat ʻAshūrā’ which later led to the interest in researching the meaning of the text of

this ziyarat. I am indebted to my wife for assistance in translation and her moral support. Last but

not least, I am thankful to my children for their patience while I took time away from them for my

studies and to write this paper.

Acknowledging that this work is not perfect as it should, any comment is appreciated.

Syed Kazim Hussain June 20, 2010 / Rajab 7, 1431

Chicago, IL, USA

skazimhussain@yahoo.com

7 Al Zariyat Vol 13 Page 307
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The Original Text in

Bihar al-Anwar 

By 

M. Baqir al-Majlisi(d. 1111)
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النص العربى
)1(

�مَُ عَلَيْكَ يَا بْنَ رَسُولِ �ِ .  �مَُ عَلَيْكَ يَا ابََا عَبْدِ �ِ ! الَس� 8الَس�

�مَُ عَلَيْكَ  دِ الْوَصِي�ينَ . الَس� ��مَُ عَلَيْكَ يَا ابْن أمِيرِالْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَابْنَ سَي الَس�

دَةِ نِسَاءِ  ��مَُ عَلَيْكَ يَا ثَارَ ِ� وابنَ ثارِهِ 9“الْعَالَمِينَ ”يَا بْنَ فَاطِمَةَ سَي .  الَس�

�مَُ عَلَيْكَ وَعَلَى ا5رْوَاحِ ال�تِي حَل�ت بِفِنَائِكَ . وَالْوِتْرَ الْمَوْتُورَ . الَس�

ھَارُ . عَلَيْكُمْ مِن�ي جَمِيْعاً سَ�مَُ ِ� ابََداً مَا بَقِيْتُ وَبَقِىَ الل�يْلُ وَالن�

) 2(

زِي�ةُ .  وَجَل�تْ وعَظُمَتِ ا ا ا ا   10 “يَا ابََا عَبْدِ �ِ ! لَقَدْ عَظُمَتِ ”الر�

الَْمُصِيبَةُ بِكَ عَلَيْنَا وَعَلَى جَمِيعِ ”اھَْلِ ا@ِسَْ�مِ وَجَل�تْ وَعَظُمَتْ 

ماوَاتِ مُصِيبَتُكَ فيِ  ةً  اھَْلِ 11 “عَلَى جَمِيعِ الس� ماوَاتِ . فَلَعَنَ �ُ امُ�  الس�

سَتْ اَ  ةً دَفَعَتْكُماَ سَاسَ الظُلْمِ وَالْجَوْرِ عَلَيْكُمْ اَ س� ھْلَ الْبَيْتِ .  وَلَعَنَ �ُ امُ�
8B  ِمَُ عَليَْكَ يَا خيرةَ ِ� وَابْنَ خيرتِه�  ][الَس�

9Missing B 
10Missing B

11Missing B



ةً اَ عَن مَقَامِكُم وَ  بَكُم �ُ فِيھَا .وَلَعَنَ �ُ امُ� زَالَتْكُم عَن مَرَاتِبِكُم ال�تِي رَت�

مْكِينِ مِن قِتَالكُِم. .12“”قَتَلَتْكُمْ    وَلَعَنَ �ُ المُمَھ�دِينَ لَھُم بِالت�

)3(

تْبَاعِھِمْ اَ شْيَاعِھِمْ وَ اَ ى ِ� وإلَيْكُم مِنْھُم وَمِنْ لَ  اِ بَرِئْتُ ”اا اا   

بَا عَبْدِ �ِ ! اِن�ي سِلْمٌ لمَِنْ سَالَمَكُمْ وَحَرْبٌ لمَِنْ حَارَبَكُمْ اَ  يَا .13“وْليَِائِھِمْ اَ وَ 

ةَ اَ لَ زِيَادٍ وَ اَ  �ُ 14“وَلَعَنَ ”ى يَوْمِ القِيَامَةِ . لَ اِ  لَ مَرْوَانَ .  وَلَعَنَ �ُ بَنِي امَُي�

قَاطِبَةً . وَلَعَنَ �ُ ابْنَ مَرْجَانَةَ . وَلَعَنَ �ُ عُمَرَ بْنِ سَعْدٍ . وَلَعَنَ �ُ 

ةً   لقِِتَالكَِ .15 “وَتَنَق�بَتْ ”لْجَمَتْ اَ سْرَجَتْ وَ اَ شِمْراً . وَلَعَنَ �ُ امُ�

)4(

ي لَقَدْ عَظُمَ مُصَابِي بِكَ .  فَ اَ بِي اَ  بِ 16  �كْرَماَ لُ �َ ال�ذِي اَ سْ اَ نْتَ وَامُ

رِكَ مَعَ إمَامٍ مَنْصُورٍ اَ  طَلَبَ ثَ 18نْ يَرْزُقَنِي“اَ  بِكَ ”17 كْرَمَنِي“اَ مَقَامَكَ ”وَ 

12B  َتَلتَْكَ ق

13Missing B

14B َفَلَعَن 
15Bوَتھَي�ات  
16B  بَا عَبْدِ �ِ اَ يَا
17B انْ يَكرَمَنئ
18B وَيَرْزُقَنِي 



دٍ صَل�ى � عَلَيْه وَآلِ 19“ھْلِ بَيْتاَ مِن ” 20“ الل�ھُم اجَْعَلْنِي ”عِنْدَكَ هِ .  مُحَم�

�مَُ  نْيَا وَاWخِرَةِ .  21وَجِيھاً بِالحُسَيْنِ عَلَيْهِ الس� Xفِي الد

)5(

بُ اِلَى ِ� وَاِلَى رَسُوْلهِِ واِلَى   22ا ا ا ا مِيْرِ اَ يَا ابََا عَبْدِ �ِ !  اِن�ي أتَقَر�

24“ بِمُوَا@تَِكَ ” وَبِالْبَرَاءَةِ 23الْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَاِلَى فَاطِمَةَ واِلَى الحَسَنِ واِلَيكَ 

ن 25 سَ ”اَ مِم�  ظُلْمِهِ 27“ وَبَنَىٰ عَلَيْهِ بُنْيَانَهُ ” وَجَرَىٰ فِي26سَاسَ ذَلكَِ “اَ س�

بُ اَ وَجَوْرِهِ عَلَيْكُمْ وَعَلَىٰ أشْيَاعِكُمْ . بَرِئْتُ اِلَى ِ� وَاِليكُمْ مِنْھُمْ . وَ  تَقَر�

كُمْ .” وَبِالْبَرَاءَةِ  �عْدَائِكُمْ اَ  مِن 28“اِلَى ِ� ثُم� اِلَيْكُمْ بِمُوَا@تَِكُمْ وَمُوَا@ةَِ وَليِ

تْبَاعِھِمْ . اِن�ياَ شْيَاعِھِمْ وَ اَ  مِن 30“الن�اصِبِين لَكُمُ الْحَرْبَ . ” وِبِالْبَرَاءَةِ 29وَ 

 وَعَدُو\ ، لمَِنْ وَا@كَُمْ 31“ ”وَوَليِ\ ، وَحَرْبٌ لمَِنْ حَارَبَكُمْ ،سِلْمٌ لمَِن سَالَمَكُمْ 

لمَِنْ عَادَاكُمْ . 
19Bلِ  آ

20 Missing B

21B  َعِنْدَك
22Bياسيَّدى 
23Bصَلَّى الله عَلَيكَْ وسََلَّم 
24Bِوَالْبَرَاءَة 
25Bِممَِّن قَاتَلكََ ونََصَبَ لكََ الحَْرْبَ وَ مِنْ جمَِيعِ اَعدَْائِكُم. وبَِالْبَرَاءَة 
26Bِالجَْوْر 
27Bَٰوَاجَرى 
28Bِوَالْبَرَاءَة 
29Bمِن 
30Bِوَالْبَرَاءَة 
31Bٍمَوَال 



)6(

وْليَِائِكُمْ وَرَزَقَنِياَ كْرَمَنِي بِمَعْرِفَتِكُم وَمَعْرِفَةِ اَ لُ �َ ال�ذِي اَ سْ اَ فَ ا ا ا ا 

نْيَا وَاWخِرَةِ اَ عْدَائِكُم اَ الْبَرَاءَةَ مِنْ  Xتَ ،نْ يَجْعَلَنِي مَعَكُم فِي الد� ” وَانَْ يُثَب

نْيَا وَا@خَِرَةِ  Xغَنِىْ الْمَقَامَ 32“ليِ عَنْدَكُمْ قَدَمَ صِدْقٍ فِي الد�. وَاسَْالَهُُ انَْ يُبَل

34“ ”ھُدىً ، مَعَ اِمَامٍ 33“ وَانَْ يَرْزُقَنِىْ طَلَبَ ”ثَارَِي،الْمَحْمُودَ لَكُمْ عِنْدَ �ِ 

.36“ نَاطِقٍ ” بِالْحَق� مِنْكُمْ ، 35“”ظَاھِرٍ 

)7(

انِْ ال�ذِىْ لَكُمْ عِنْدَهُ انَْ يُعْطِيَنِىْ بِمُصَابِىْ   وَاسَْألَُ �َ بِحَق�كُمْ وَبِالش�

 مَا اعَْظَمَھَا39 .38“ مُصِيِبَةً ، مُصَاباً ”بِمُصِيِبَتِهِ 37“بِكُمْ افَْضَلَ مَا ”يُعْطِىْ 

ماوَات ” وَا5رْضِ  تَھَا فِي اbِسْ�مَِ وَفِىْ جَمِيعِ الس� .40“وَاعَْظَمَ رَزِي�

32Missing B

33Bْثَاَرِكُم 
34Bٍَمَھدْى 
35Missing B

36Bْلَكُم 
37 B اعطَْى
38Bٍبمُِصِيِبَة 
39Bيالھا مَنْ مُصِيِبَةٍ، اقُولَ انَِّا لِللهِ وَ انَِّا اليهِ رَاجِعُوْن 
40BِرْضِينEوَا  



)8(

نْ تَنَالهُُ مِنْكَ صَلَوَاتٌ وَرَحْمَةٌ ا ا ا ا   الل�ھُم� اجْعَلْنِىْ فِي مَقَامِىْ ھٰذَا مِم�

دٍ وَمَمَاتِىْ مَمَاتَ  دٍ وَالَِ مُحَم� وَمَغْفرَِةٌ . الل�ھُم� اجْعَلْ مَحْيَاىَ مَحْيَا مُحَم�

دٍ  دٍ وَالَِ مُحَم� .41مُحَم�

)9(

ةَ  كَتْ بِهِ بَنُوْ امَُي�  الل�عِينُ ، وَابْنُ آكِلَةِ ا5كْبَادِ 42“الل�ھُم� اِن� ھٰذَا يَوْمٌ ” تَبَر�

 لسَِانِ نَبِي�كَ صَل�ى �ُ عَلَيْهِ وَآلهِِ فِىْ كُل� 43“ابْنُ الل�عِينِ عَلَى ”لسَِانِكَ وَ 

مَوْطِنٍ وَمَوْقِفٍ وَقَفَ فِيهِ نَبِيXكَ صَل�ى �ُ عَلَيْهِ وَآلهِِ .

)10(

45“ وَيَزِيدَ بْنَ مُعاوِيَةَ . ” عَلَيْھِم مِنْكَ 44 الل�ھُم� الْعَنْ ابََا سُفْيَانَ وَمُعاوِيَةَ 

”وَھٰذَا يَوْمٌ فَرِحَتْ بِهِ آلُ زِيَادٍ وَآلُ مَرْوَانَ بِقَتْلھِِماالل�عْنَةُ ابََدَ اWبِدِيْنَ .

41B ِهِصَلَّى الله عَلَيْه وَآل
42Bَتنزلُ وَفِيهِ الَّعْنَة عَلَي آلِ زيِادٍ وَآلِ امَُيَّة 
43Missing B

44Bوَعَلَى 
45Missing B



 ”مِنْك47“ الل�ھُم� فَضَاعِفْ عَلَيْھِمُ ”الل�عْنَ .46“الْحُسَيْنَ صَلَوَات � عَلَيْهِ 

 ا.48“وَالْعَذَابَ 

 

)11(

امِ حَيَاتِىْ  بُ اِلَيْكَ فِي ھٰذَا اليَوْمِ وَفِي مَوْقِفِي ھٰذَا وَايَ� الل�ھُم� اِن�ىْ اتََقَر�

 وَبِالْمُوَا@ةَِ لنَِبِي�كَ ” وَآلِ نَبِي�كَ عَلَيْهِ ، عَلَيْھِمْ 49“ ”وَالل�عْنَةِ ،بِالْبَرَاءَةِ مِنْھُمْ 

�مَُ  .50“وَعَلَيْھِمُ  الس�

46Missing B

47Bِاللَّعْنَةِ ابَدَاً لِقَتْلِھُمُ الحُسَيْن  
48Missing B

49Bِوبَاِالَعْن 
50Bِوَاَھْلَ الْبَيْتِ نَبِيِّكَ صَلَّى الله عَلَيْه وَآلِه 



)12(

ة ثُم� تَقُول مائة مَر�

دٍ وَآخِرَ تَابِعٍ لَهُ عَلَىاااا دٍ وَآلِ مُحَم� لَ ظَالمٍِ ظَلَمَ حَق� مُحَم� الل�ھُم� الْعَنْ اوَ�

 الْحُسَيْنَ وَشَايَعَتْ وَبَايَعَتْ 51“ذَلكَِ الل�ھُم� الْعَنِ الْعِصَابَةَ ال�تِي ” جَاھَدَتِ 

. الل�ھُمَ الْعَنْھُمْ جَمِيعاً .53 عَلى قَتْلهِِ 52“”وَتَابَعَتْ 

)13(

ة ثُم� قلُ مائة مَر�

�مَُ عَلَيْكَ يَا ابََا عَبْدِ �ِ ! وَعَلَى ا5رَْوَاحِ ال�تِي حَل�تْ بِفِنَائِكَ  الس�

ھَارُ وَ@َ جَعَلَهُ �ُ 54“”عَلَيْكَ   مِن�ي سَ�مَُ ِ� ابََداً مَا بَقِيتُ وَبَقِيَ الل�يْلُ وَالن�

�مَُ عَلَى الْحُسَيْنِ وَعَلَى عَليِ� بْنِ 55“”مِن�ي لزِِيَارَتِكُماآخِرَ الْعَھْدِ   الس�

نِ .57 اصَْحَابِ الْحُسَيْنِ 56“الْحُسَيْنِ وَ ”عَلَى اوَْ@دَِ الْحُسَيْنِ وَعَلَى

51Bِحاربََت 
52Missing B

53Bِوَقَتْلِ انصارِه 
54Bْوَاناخَتْ بَرحلَك عَلَيْكُم 
55Bمِنْ زيَِارتَِكُم 
56Missing B

57Bْصَلَواتُ اللهِ عَلَيھِمْ اجمَْعيِن 



)14(

ةً واحِدَةً  ثُم� تَقُول مَر�

لَ ظَالمٍِ 58“الل�ھُم� خُص� ”انَْتَ  @ً ثُم�  60 بِالل�عْنِ 59 اوَ� ”مِن�ي وَابْدَأْ بِهِ اوَ�

ابِعَ  الثَِ وَالر� انِىَ وَالث�  وَالْعَنْ عُبَيْدَ �ِ 62“ الل�ھُم� الْعَنْ يَزِيدَ ”خَامِساً 61“الث�

بْنَ زِيَادٍ ” وَابْنَ مَرْجَانَةَ وَعُمَرَ بْن سَعْدٍ وَشِمْراً وَآلَ ابَِىْ سُفْيَانَ وَآلَ 

 اِلى يَوْمِ الْقِيَامَةِ .64 وَآلَ مَرْوَانَ 63“زِيَادٍ 

)15(

 ثُم� تسجد سَجدَة تَقُول فيھا

اكِرِينَ ”لَكَ  الَْحَمْدُ fِ .  عَلَى مُصَابِھِمْ 65“الل�ھُم� لَكَ الْحَمْدُ حَمْدَ الش�

تِىْ  وَثَب�تْ .  الل�ھُم� ارْزُقْنِىْ شَفَاعَةَ الْحُسَيْنِ يَوْمَ الْوُرُودِ 66عَلَى عَظِيمِ رَزِي�

لىِْ قَدَمَ صِدْقٍ عِنْدَكَ مَعَ الْحُسَيْنِ وَاصَْحَابِ الْحُسَيْنِ ال�ذِينَ بَذَلوُا

�مَُ  .مُھَجَھُم دُونَ الْحُسَيْنِ عَلَيْهِ الس�
58Missing B

59Bَظَلَمَ آلِ نَبيِّك 
60BخِرينYَوَّلِيْنَ وYثُمَّ الْعنِ اعدْاءِ آلِ محَُّمدٍ مِنَ ا 
61Missing B

62B  وَآباه
63Missing B

64Bوبَنى اُمية قاطِبَة 
65Missing B

66Bفِيھِم 



THE TRANSLATION
(1)

Salutes to you, O Aba 'Abdillah! Salutes to you, O son of the Messenger

of Allah.67 Salutes to you, O son of Commander of the believers and Chief of

the successors. Salutes to you, O son of Fatimah the leader of the women “of

the worlds”68. Salutes to you, O Revenge of Allah and the son of one who is

Revenge of Allah and a unique person who was marginalized. Salutes to you

and upon all those souls who are gathered around your place. I pray to Allah

to send His blessings on all of you as long as I remain and as long as the day

and night remain. 

(2)

  O Aba 'Abdillah! Indeed the sorrow “is great”69 and the agony that

was put upon you is unbearable for me and for all “and for all followers of

Islam . Great is the calamity that was put upon you for ” 70 the Heavens and

all the dwellers of the Heavens. May Allah curse the group who laid down the

foundation of injustice and oppression on you and your descendents. May

Allah curse the group who pushed you aside from the rank which Allah had

placed for you. May Allah curse the group who “killed all of you”71. May Allah

curse those who paved the way for your murder.

67 B [Salutes to you, O Allah's Chosen One and son of the one who is chosen by Allah]

68 B Missing

69 B Missing

70 B Missing

71 B killed you



(3)

 “I turn to Allah [swear to Allah that I reject them] and all their admirers,

followers and supporters” 72. O Aba 'Abdillah! I am at peace with those who

are at peace with you and I am at war with those who are at war with you until

the Day of Judgment. May “curse of”73 Allah be on the followers of Ziyad and

the followers  of Marwan. May Allah curse the tribe of Umayya, all of them.

May Allah curse the son of Marjanah. May Allah curse Omar ibn Sa'd. May

Allah curse Shemr. May Allah curse the people who saddled and put reins on

the riding animals “and armored themselves”74 for fighting against you. 

(4)

75My father and mother be sacrificed for you. Indeed, the misery that

was put upon you is great. So, I ask Allah Who has honored you and Who

has honored me by knowing you to bless me with your revenge with the help

of the victorious leader from the “family of”76 Prophet peace be upon him and

his descendents. O Allah, make me worthy to be near Husayn, peace be

upon him in this world and the hereafter.

72 B Missing

73 B curse from

74 B and supported

75 B O Aba 'Abdillah! 

76 B descendents of



(5)

77 O Aba 'Abdillah! I seek to get close to Allah and to His Messenger and

the Commander of the believers and Fatimah and Hasan and you78 by

following your footsteps. I disassociate myself from those who laid down the

foundation of injustice and oppression and disassociate myself from their

followers. I turn to Allah and to you by rejecting them. I seek closeness to

Allah by following you and your followers and I reject your enemies and those

who declared war against you. I reject their followers and their supporters. I

am at peace with those who are at peace with you and I am at war with those

who are at war with you and I am friend of those who are your friends and

enemy of those who are your enemies.

(6)

Therefore, I ask Allah Who has honored me by knowing you and

knowing your friends and Who bestowed upon me to reject your enemies that

He places me with you in this world and the hereafter. “Make me firm to follow

your footsteps in this world and the hereafter”79. I ask Him that He reaches

me the worthy position which is close to Allah, and that He provides me to

seek “revenge”80 with the help of the leader “who is righteous”81, “who is

present”82, who speaks “the truth from you”83. 

77 B O Master,

78 Blessings of Allah be upon you

79 B Missing

80 B your revenge

81 B Mehdi

82 B Missing

83 B from you



(7)

I ask Allah by your right and by the prestige that you hold with Him that

He would grant me by this misfortune that has fallen upon you the best of

what He gives to a person who is in misery. 84This is a misfortune that is a

very grave fact of Islam and for all the Heavens and the “Earth”85.

(8)

O Allah, in this situation make me among those who receive Your

blessings, mercy and forgiveness. O Allah, make my life the life of

Muhammad and his descendents and make my death the death of

Muhammad and his descendents.86

(9)

O Allah, Indeed this day “was rejoiced by the tribe of Ummayah”87 and

the son of the one who ate the livers, the one who is cursed and the son of

the one who is cursed “in Your words and”88 in the words of the Prophet,

Blessings of Allah be upon him and his descendents, in every place and in

every situation which the Prophet stood in, Blessings of Allah be upon him

and his descendents. 

84 B Say, Surely we belong to Allah and to Him we shall return

85 B Earths

86 B Blessings of Allah by upon him and his descendents

87 B came upon you and curse be upon the descendents of Ziyad and the descendents of Umayya

88 B Missing



(10)

O Allah, send your curse upon Abu Sufyan, Muawiyya and Yazid, the

son of Muawiyya. Let Your curse by upon all of them forever. “This is the day

when the followers of Ziyad and the followers of Marwan were happy because

they killed Husayn, blessings of Allah be upon him”89. O Allah, compound your

curse “and Your punishment”90 upon them.

(11)

O Allah, I come near to You on this day and in this situation and in all of

my life by rejecting them and by sending curse upon them and following Your

Prophet and “his descendents, may Your blessings be upon them”91. 

(12)

Then say 100 times

O Allah, curse the first one who unjustly treated the right of Muhammad

and his descendents and the last one who followed them. O Allah, curse the

group who “fought against”92 Husayn and those who helped them and those

who made allegience with them “and those who followed them”93 in killing

him. O Allah, curse all of them.

 

89 B Missing

90 B Missing

91 B his family, blessings of Allah be upon him and his descendents

92 B striked

93 B missing



(13)

Then say 100 times

Salutes to you, O Aba 'Abdillah! and upon all souls that are gathered

around your place94. May Allah's blessings be with you forever, as long as I

remain and the day and night remain. May Allah, do not make this the last of

my ziyarat. Salutes to you, O Husayn, O Ali, the son of Husayn “and the

descendents of Husayn”95 and the companions of Husayn96.

(14)

Then say once

O Allah, particularly send your curse from me on “the first”97 one who

was “unjust”98 “, then the second, then the third, then the fourth”99. O Allah,

curse Yazid “the fifth one”100 and curse Ubaid Allah Ibn Ziyad “and the son of

Marjana and Umar Ibn Sa'ad and Shemr and the descendents of Abu Sufyan

and the descendents of Ziyad”101 and the descendents of Marwan 102 until the

day of judgement.

94 B who stayed in your vicinity

95 B missing

96 B Blessings of Allah be upon all of them

97 B missing

98 B all the enemies of the descendents of Prophet

99 B missing

100B missing

101B missing

102B and all of the tribe of Umayya



(15)

Then go to prostration and say

O Allah, I praise You like the ones who are thankful to You despite all of

the atrocities. I praise Allah for this great misfortune. O Allah, grant me the

intercession of Husayn on the day of judgement and make me firm in the right

path with Husayn and the companions of Husayn, those who sacrificed

themselves freely for Husayn, Salutes be to him.

 



Commentary
(1)

Salutes

Every culture has some form of greeting. In Islam, when greeting each other, people say

Salam which literally means peace, blessings or salutations. When addressing Husayn(A)103 it is

more appropriate to use the word “Salute” while translating which shows our respect towards his

higher status.

When addressing our salutations in ziyarat, it is important to be aware that we are talking

directly to the Imam, and that the Imam is aware of our salutations and would return his blessings

which is a great honor that is bestowed upon us. Salam is not a passive act, if we don’t pay attention

to what we are saying, it is as if we don’t intend to address the Imam and therefore, it does not have

the same honor.

Aba 'Abdillah

This is the kunya given to Husayn(A). In the Arab culture, people are referred to by their

kunya which is a title or a nickname. This is given to a person based on his child's name, his great

ancestor's name who passed away, for some character that the person possesses or for some

expectation of him. Therefore, there are a few possibilities why Husayn(A) had this title:

103Hereon, the following abbreviations will be used :

• The Prophet refers to the last Prophet of Islam, Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him and his

progeny)

• (P) will be used besides the Prophet's name as a sign of respect which means : Peace be upon him and

his household

• (A) will be used besides the names of the descendents of the Prophet which means  : Peace be upon

him



• In anticipation of 'Ali Asghar whose actual name was Abullah Razi'a. This title was given

before the birth of 'Ali Asghar who was only 6 months old at the time of 'Ashura

• In lineage of his great grandfather, the father of the Prophet(P), whose name was 'Abdullah

Son of the Messenger of Allah

Although, Hasan(A) and Husayn(A) were not the direct sons of the Prophet(P), they are

called his sons. The Qur'an called them the sons of the Prophet in Surah al-`Imran verse 61 which is

commonly referred to as the Ayat of Mubahila. In the event of Mubahila,  the Prophet(P) referred to

Hasan(A) and Husayn(A) as his sons when he gathered with the Christians of Najran to pray Allah

and invoke curse of Allah on the other who reject the truth.

The Holy Quran says :

ناَ كَ فِيهِ مِنْ بعَْدِ مَا جَاءَكَ مِنَ العِْلمِْ فقَُلْ تعََالوَْا ندَْعُ أبَنْاَءََ� وَأبَنْاَءَكمُْ وَنِسَاءََ� وَنِسَاءَكمُْ وَأنَفُْسـَ فمََنْ حَاج)

ِ علىََ الْكاَذِبِينَ   لْ فنَجَْعَلْ لعَْنتََ ا0) 61) 61 آل عمران -(سورة وَأنَفُْسَكمُْ ثمُ) نبَتهَِْ   

If anyone disputes in this matter with you now after (full) knowledge has come to you, say: “Come! Let us

gather together- Our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves and yourselves: Then let

us earnestly pray, and invoke the curse of Allah on those who lie!”104

There are many sayings of the Prophet(P) where he referred to Hasan(A) and Husayn(A) as

his sons. One saying is narrated by an early Sunni scholar al-Daulawi(d. 310). He quotes

'Ali narrates: When Hasan was born, I named him Harb. The Prophet came and said “Show me my son.

What did you name him?”. We said Harb. The Prophet said “Rather, he is Hasan”. When Husayn was

104English Translation of the Message of The Qur’an Page 30



born, we named him Harb. The Prophet came and said “Show me my son. What did you name him?”.

We said Harb. Then he said “Rather, he is Husayn”. When the third was born, we named him Harb. The

Prophet came and said “Show me my son. What did you name him?”. We said Harb. The Prophet said

“Rather, he is Muhsin.” Then the Prophet said “I named them with the name of the children of Harun:

Shabbar, Shabbir and Mushabbar”105

Izziddin 'Ali ibn al-Athir(d. 630) also mentions this same saying. 106 

Commander of the Believers

Imam al-Baqir(A) was asked why 'Ali(A) was called Amir al-Mu'mineen (the Commander

of the believers) by the Muslims. He replied: “Because 'Ali was a source of knowledge like a well

for them.”107

Believers refer to the one who is most qualified as their leader, certainly 'Ali(A) was the

leader in faith which no one can deny.

The Prophet(P) referred to 'Ali(A) as Amir al-Mumineen (the Commander of the believers)

and Khatim al-Wasiyin (the last successor). 

Narrated by Anas Ibn Malik: The Prophet said “O Anas! The first one who enters through this door is the

commander of the believers, the chief of the Muslims, …. , the last successor and the most qualified for

leadership.” Anas said: O Allah! Make that one the person from the Ansar but I kept it my heart. Then

'Ali came. The Prophet said “Who is this, Anas”. I said it is 'Ali. The Prophet stood up very happy. He

hugged him.108

105Al-Durriyat al-Tahira Page 97

106Usd al-Ghaba fi Ma'rifat al-Sahaba by Izziddin 'Ali Ibn al-Athir(d. 630) Volume 2, Page 11. 

107Bihar al-Anwar Volume 38, Page 293

108al-Iktifa Page 431



The Leader of Women

The Prophet gave her daughter, Lady Fatima(A) the title of the leader of the women of

Jannah109 and the best lady amongst all the women110. 

Narrated by Ayesha: Wives of the Prophet gathered with him without any exception. Then Fatima came

walking exactly as her father. Then the Prophet said “Welcome my daughter. Let her sit on my right or

my left”. Then he talked to her secretly, she cried, then talked to her again secretly, she laughed. I said to

her “The Prophet specifically chose you by some secret which made you cry. Tell me what was that

secret?”. Fatima said “I am not going to reveal the secret of the Prophet”. When Prophet died, I asked her

again swearing her to tell me about that secret. Fatima said now is ok. Prophet told me “Jibaril used to

come to me with the repetition of the Qur'an every year but this year he came twice. I don’t see this but

as a sign of my death being near. O Fatima! fear Allah and be patient. Your father is the best example of

the past for you”. Therefore, I cried. Then he made another secret and said: “Aren’t you satisfied to be the

leader of the women believers, the leader of the women of this nation.”111

In Sahih Bukhari, the merits of Lady Fatima(A) are reported as follows

The merits of Fatima. The Prophet said “Fatima is the chief mistress of the women of Paradise” 112

109al-Iktifa Page 219

110al-Iktifa Page 223

111al-Iktifa Page 221

112Sahih Bukhari Volume 7, Page 75



Revenge of Allah

Husayn(A) and 'Ali(A) are referred to as the Revenge of Allah. Revenge over here does not

refer to a personal revenge as tit for tat because Allah does not need to take revenge from anybody

since everything is his creation. Revenge of Allah means the system of justice that is prescribed by

Allah. If the Ahl al-Bayt wanted personal revenge from Bani Umayya, they would have asked all

their followers to kill them. They did not do it because they wanted to establish a system that is

based on justice and is prescribed by Allah.

The Unique Marginalized One

Husayn(A) is truly unique in his personality. When 'Ali(A) was martyred, Hasan(A) and

Husayn(A) were present who were from the lineage of the Prophet and referred to as the sons of the

Prophet(A). When Hasan(A) was martyred, Husayn(A) was the only grandson of the Prophet(P)

alive. 

Not only was Husayn(A) unique in his personality but he was made unique by his killing.

His martyrdom is unprecedented in history and barbaric even according to the Arab culture at the

time.

(2)

The Grave Sorrow

The event of Karbala was a dividing moment in the history of Islam. There were many

martyrs in Islam before Husayn(A) but none of the martyrdom were as great as that of Husayn(A).

This was because when Husayn(A) was killed there was no alternative figure amongst the Muslim

as the heir of the Prophet. He was the lone opposition against Yazid who could stand in place of the



Prophet and the one of the few people Yazid wanted his allegiance from. If Husayn(A) had co-

operated with the unjust tyrants of his time, Islam would have demolished and become a dynasty.

But he saved Islam by sacrificing not only his life but also the lives of his family members and his

companions.

Founders of Injustice

There was a group of infidels who entered Islam, conspired against the Prophet and schemed

to remove the Ahl al-Bayt from the right that Allah had placed for them. This group paved the

foundation of injustice. The Prophet was fully aware of the fact that there was a whole group who

were conspiring against Islam. They even prevented the Prophet from writing his will. This is

reported by Bukhari as follows:

Narrated Ibn 'Abbas : Thursday! And how great that Thursday was! The ailment of Allah's Apostle

became worse (on Thursday) and he said, “Fetch me something so that I may write something after which

you will never go astray.” The people (present there) differed in this matter, and it was not right to differ

before a prophet. Some said, “What is wrong with him? (Do you think) he is delirious (seriously ill) Ask

him (to understand his state).” So they went to the Prophet and asked him again. The Prophet said

“Leave me, for my present state is better than what you call me for.” He said, “Turn the pagans out of the

'Arabian Peninsula; respect and give gifts to the foreign delegations as you have seen me dealing with

them.” (Sa'id bin Jubai, the sub-narrator said the Ibn 'Abbas kept quiet as regards the third order, or he

said, “I forgot it.”)113

This group operated secretly to weaken the roots of Islam and turn Islam into a dynasty

113Sahih al-Bukhari Volume 5, Page 511 - 512



rather than the divine religion which would spread all over the world. May Allah's curse be not only

on the individuals or figure heads who were on the fore-front, rather we curse each and every one of

the group who laid down the foundation of injustice. 

After the Prophet(P) left this world, the ruler-ship was not passed to the Ahl al-Bayt. This

injustice eventually paved the way for the event of Karbala. May Allah curse all of those who

schemed together to annihilate Islam and during the course of this action, murder the descendents of

the Prophet(P).

(3)

The Curse

The literary meaning of the Arabic word "La'an" is to curse or damn. La'ana Hullah means

God's curse upon him!114. A question arises as to why we curse.

The roots of the word La'an appears in the Qur'an 41 times115. 

Among them, this verse which says:

نيَْا وَالآْخِرَةِ وَأعَدَ) لهَُمْ عذََاً� مُهيِناً ُ فيِ ا�� َ وَرَسُوَ�ُ لعََنهَُمُ ا0) ينَ يؤُْذُونَ ا0) ِ 7 )57الأحزاب - (سورة إِن) ا�)  

Verily, those who displease Allah and His Prophet (Muhammad) – Allah has cursed them in this world

and in the Hereafter, and has prepared for them a demeaning punishment:116

114Hans Wehr Page 870

115al-Muja al-Mufaharis li Alfaz al-Qur'an al-Karim

116English translation of the Message of the Quran Page 237



If  Allah curses those who displease the Prophet(P) as stated in the Qur'an, when we curse

these people, it pleases Allah. Those who carried arms against the Prophet(P) and Islam deserve this

curse. As we read their biographies and their activities we see that the enemies were always trying

to undermine Islam and the Household of the Prophet(P) without exception.

(4)

Blessed by Knowing Husayn

Knowing the reality of Islam and knowing the sacrifice of Husayn is an honor and great

privilege bestowed upon us by Allah. We should thank Allah for giving us this blessing. There are

so many people who do not know the truth. If our parents had not instilled the love of Ahl al-Bayt in

our hearts since we were born, it would have been a great loss for us. Along with this blessing

comes a responsibility, we should take it as a responsibility to get closer to Allah.

A Legitimate Revenge

This passage provides the foundation on how to seek revenge of Allah i.e. How to establish a

system based on justice. The principles for seeking revenge are stated as: 

• It cannot be done alone without any order. We need to seek a leader

• The leader should be legitimate for leadership. He should be appointed an Imam i.e. Leader

by Allah

• The leader should be able to act openly and freely according to his principles

• He should be the one of the family of Muhammad(P)



If any of the above requirements do not exist, a system is not Islamic. In this case, we need

to perform our duties to Allah with patience and reject the path of unjust people.

Even in the absence of the Imam appointed by Allah, these principles hold true. The

difference being, the leader should be a representative of the Imam and should follow the footsteps

of Ahl al-Bayt. Therefore, we see on several occasions in history and still in our present age, why

many movements and revolutions failed.

(5)

Getting Close to Allah

We reject the enemies of Islam in order to seek closeness to Allah. This means we avoid

their political goals as their actions have nothing to do with ours. We do not seek help from the

enemies of Allah when we are in trouble. But this does not mean that we take justice in our hands

and start killing everybody. This is the path taken by Banu Umayya and their followers. 

As followers of Ahl al-Bayt, we adhere to our principles. If any other person, religion or sect

calls us infidels or commits injustice against our innocent people, we do not commit injustice

against their innocent people. We do not shed blood of anybody, any religion, race or even an

animal without a proper reason based on Islamic principles.



(14)

Who Are the Four?

This section specifies special curse on four personalities without naming them, rather

referring to them with ordinal numbers: first, second, third and fourth. These four personalities are

found in the text of Mafatih al-Jinan but not in Bihar al-Anwar. There are different interpretations

on who these four are.

The first interpretation which is commonly heard is that it refers to early Caliphs.117 This is

because of the decisions taken in Saqifa for nominating the leader of the Muslims. This is the core

disagreement between the Shi'a and Sunni. 

The legitimacy of the decision taken in Saqifa is questionable for many reasons. Among

them:

1. The Ahl al-Bayt were excluded from the participation in the nomination process. This

marginalization is unjustified for the qualification which Prophet(P) had given to 'Ali(A)

2. Prophet(P) did not make age an issue for leadership while Ali(A) was denied leadership

because he was younger than others

3. No woman was participating in Saqifa  while Prophet(P) during his life included the voices

of women by taking their allegiance

4. The minority Muslims who were not 'Arabs, which included prominent companions of the

Prophet(P) like Bilal from Ethiopia and Salman al-Farsi were not heard

The problem with this interpretation is that the fourth caliph is 'Ali(A), so the reader will

117Ziyarat Ashua A BRIEF COMMENTARY Page 60



have to go to someone besides 'Ali. Mua'wiya was not a caliph appointed by Muslims. That makes

the unity of curse broken as all of them are not in the same status of caliphate. 

A second interpretation118 which is attributed to Shaikh al-Tusi(d.460)  was that the four

personalities refer to:

1. Qabil, the son of Adam who killed his brother Habil

2. Qaydar, the one who killed the camel of Prophet Saleh(A)

3. The one who killed Yahya(A) bin Zakariya(A)

4. Ibn Muljim who killed 'Ali

The base for this interpretation is that all of these killings were unjust and against the

principle of religion, therefore all of them deserve to be cursed. The problem with this interpretation

is that all of these killings are in different periods of history and so vague that it is difficult to

connect them together with a pattern.

Another interpretation which was presented by Sayyid Jalali during my studies is that it

refers to those who unjustly treated the household  of the Prophet(P) beginning with the head of the

house Prophet Muhammad(P) himself. Those people who openly waged war against each of the

members of the household. They were all from the clan of Umayya or their agents. They are as

follows:

1. Abu Sufyan who waged many wars against Prophet(P) but did not succeed

2. Marwan Ibn al-Hakam who waged war against 'Ali during Jamal war. As quoted in Sharh

Nahj al Balagha, Marwan was one of the first fitna of Islam. 119

3. Mua'wiya who openly waged war against 'Ali in Siffin

118Shafa al-Sudur Volume 2, Page 380

119Sharh Nahj al-Balagha Volume 15, Page 176



4. Abdul Rahman Ibn Muljim, the agent of Mua'wiya. He committed the atrocity which no one

could ever do by killing 'Ali(A). One of the  close companions of Ali(A) Abul Aswad

accused Mua'wiya of sending Ibn Muljim to kill 'Ali(A)120

What all these four have in common is that they took arms against Prophet and his

household openly or acting in interest of Bani Umayya who wanted to destroy Islam and establish

their dynasty.

(15)

Thanking Allah

This is the conclusion and a very important lesson of this ziyarat. We praise Allah for giving

us the martyrdom of Imam Husayn(A) as a gift in times of grief and when we are struggling against

injustice, because our grief is nothing compared to his sacrifice. We should see Imam Husayn(A) as

a symbol of patience and perseverance at times of atrocities. We should stay firm rejecting the path

of the enemy and stay firm like the followers of Husayn(A) who gave their lives for the love of

Husayn and Islam. By doing this, they forever achieved the highest status through martyrdom while

fighting against the great tyrants who wanted to totally destroy Islam.

120Mawarid al-'Aytibar Volume 4, Page 267



The Cursed Ones

Ziyad

Ziyad was the father of Ubaid Allah, who was the governor of Kufa at the time of the event

of Karbala121. His mother was Sumayya . As Ibn al-Athir reports in Usd al-Ghaba, Sumayya was

known as a woman of bad character. Because his father was not known he was also called Ziyad Ibn

Sumayya (the son of Sumayya) and Ziyad Ibn Abi (Ziyad, the son of his father)122. Sumayya was a

slave of Kasra. Kasra gave her along with another servant and an army to Abul Jabr Ibn Amr al-

Kindi. The army wanted to get rid of al-Kindi, so they schemed with his cook and poisoned his

food. When he became sick, the army asked him to write a letter to Kasra to permit them to leave

him. He wrote the letter and the army left. Abul Jabr did not die, he went to Taif and saw a doctor

named Harith and he cured him. Abul Jabr gave Sumayya to him. Sumayya had 3 children in the

house of Harith. Ziyad was one of them. Harith rejected all of them and said they were not his

children123.

Ziyad was a shrewd politician. Umar appointed Ziyad as his representative in Basra. When

'Ali(A) became the caliph, Ziyad became his follower. Mu'awiya told Ziyad that he was his brother.

Abu Sufyan claimed to have fornicated with his mother and claimed Ziyad to be his son. When

Ziyad told this 'Ali(A), he said that this is a claim and is not based on any fact. According to Islamic

ruling, there was no way to prove that Ziyad was the son of Abu Sufyan since Sumayya had sexual

relationship with many people. Muawiya took this as an opportunity to get Ziyad on his side and

Ziyad need that kind of approval in that society as he was known as a person without a known

father. He saw this as an opportunity to be associated with the tribe of Umayya. In return of this

favor from Mu'awiya, Ziyad sided against 'Ali(A).

121The History of al-Tabari Volume 19, Page 30 - 31

122Usd al-Ghaba fi Ma'rifat al-Sahaba Volume 2, Page 271 - 272

123Shafa al-Sudur Volume 1, Page 315 - 325



Marwan Ibn al-Hakam

Marwan was the son of Hakam, son of As, son of Umayya. He was known as “Rejected by

the Prophet of Allah” and “String of falsehood”. His father Hakam was uncle of Uthman Ibn al-

Afwan had been an open enemy of the Prophet 

According to Fakhr al-Din Razi(d. 606)124, the Prophet had a dream that the children of

Marwan go to his pulpit. He related his dream to Abu Bakr and 'Umar only. When they left, Hakam

got the news and tried to report that the Prophet dreams that my children will go to his pulpit.

Prophet became very upset, he accused 'Umar that he announced it, then it appeared that Hakam

used to spy on the Prophet. Therefore, the Prophet(P) sent him to exile in Ethiopia. 

When Uthman became caliph he brought Marwan back. 'Ali(A) saw him one day and said

“Alas with you and the nation of Muhammad from you and your children”. Mu'awiya appointed

him as governor of Makkah, Medina and Taif. In the year 48, Mu'awiya discharged him. He later

became caliph of Umayya after the death of Yazid Ibn Mu'awiya in year 64. He was killed by his

women 9 months after he became Caliph. 125

Ayesha said to Marwan “Indeed, the Prophet cursed your father and you are part of him”126

Banu Umayya

Banu Umayya refers to the tribe of Umayyads. Umayya was son of Abd Shams who was son

of Abd Munaf. Books of history and hadith relate the details of the two tribes Hashim to which

Prophet(P) belongs and Umayyads which were the main opposition to the Prophet(P). 

124Tafsir al-Kabir Volume 19, Page 237

125Usd al-Ghaba fi Ma'rifat al-Sahaba Volume 5, Page 144 - 145

126Al-Nahaya Volume 3, Page 454



In the verse of the Quran in Surah al-Isra' verse 60:

جَرَةَ المَْلعُْونةََ فيِ  )تيِ أرََينْاَكَ إِلا) فِتْنةًَ لِلن)اسِ وَالش) ؤَْ  ال )كَ أحََاطَ ِ�لن)اسِ ۚ وَمَا جَعَلنْاَ الر� وَإِذْ قُلنْاَ َ¥َ إِن) رَب

فُهُمْ فمََا يزَيِدُهمُْ إِلا) طُغْيَاً� كَبِيرًا  1)60 - الإسراء   (سورة القُْرْآنِ ۚ وَنخَُو¬

And (remember) when We told you that your Lord surrounds mankind around: And We gave the Vision

which We showed you, only as a trial for men- As also the cursed tree in the Quran: We put fear (and

warning) into them, but it only increases their excessive evil in nothing but their vast disbelief, injustices

and disobedience!

Fakhr al-Din Razi(d. 606) in reports from Ibn 'Abbas127 that Shajra Mal'una (the cursed tree)

is Bani Umayya.

Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq(A) also narrates that this cursed tree refers to the Umayyads. 

Imam al-Sadiq(A) narrates: My father related from his father from his grandfather from 'Ali (upon him be

peace) that the Messenger of God (God bless him and his Household) was seized from his senses for an

instant while he was on the pulpit. He saw in a vision some men leaping upon his pulpit like monkeys

and making the people retrace their steps. So the Messenger of God sat down (God bless him and his

Household), and sorrow was apparent on his face. Then Gabriel (upon him be peace) came to him with

this verse: and We made the visions that We showed thee and the tree cursed in the Qur'an, that is, the

Umayyads, to be only a trial for men; and We frighten them, but it only increases them with great

insolence. He said: O Gabriel! Will they be in my period and my time? He said: No, but the mill of Islam

127Tafsir al-Kabir Volume 19, Page 237



will turn from your migration, and it will come to a halt ten [years] after that. Then it will being turning

exactly thirty-five years after your migration, and come to a halt five [years] after that. Then there is no

avoiding a mill at whose axis stands error. Then there will be the kingdom of the pharaohs.128

Ubaid Allah Ibn Ziyad

Ubaid Allah was mentioned because of his grave role in Karbala. He was born in the year 28

or 29, became the governor of Kufa in the year 60. He later became governor of Khurasan,

Azerbaijan and India. He played a major role in killing of Husayn(A). In 67, he was killed by

Ibrahim, son of Ashtar. His mother Marjana was known as a woman of bad character and an

adulteress, hence he is mentioned on different occasions with the name Ibn Marjana with reference

to his mother as there is no clear record of who his father was.129

'Umar Ibn Sa'ad

'Umar Ibn Sa'ad was son of Sa'ad Ibn Abi Waqas al-Zuhari. Sa'ad was one of the companions

of the Prophet(P) but he did not pay allegiance to 'Ali(A) when he became Caliph.

Mas'udi reports from Tabari that when Marwan went for Haj, Sa'ad Ibn 'Abi Waqas was with him. After

Haj was finished, Mua'wiya took Sa'ad to Dar al-Nadwa and placed him next to himself. Then Mua'wiya

started to curse 'Ali. Sa'ad started getting away rejecting this accusation and said to Mua'wiya "You

honored me to sit next to you, then started to curse 'Ali. I swear by God, if I had been honored by even

one of these characteristics of 'Ali, it would have been better than the whole world 

1. To be the son in law of the Messenger of Allah

128Al Sahifat al-Sajjadiyya Page 10
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2. To have children like children of 'Ali

3. To be honored of saying of the Prophet on the day of Khyber that I shall give the flag to a

person who Allah and His Messenger loves Him and he loves Allah and His Messenger.

He never runs away and Allah makes victory by his hand

4. To be honored by the Prophet in Tabuk that 'Ali wont you be satisfied that you are to me

like Aaron was to Moses, the only difference is that there would be no prophet after me”

Then Sa'ad tried to leave and said to Mua'wiya "By Allah, I shall not come to you as long as I live".

Mas'udi added that I found in another book of 'Ali Bin Muhammad bin Sulayman No'fali that when

Sa'ad said this and stood up to leave, Mua'wiya farted and said to him "Sit down and listen to the answer

of what you have said. You are the worst person I have ever seen. Why didn’t you help 'Ali and pay

allegiance to him. If I had heard from the Prophet what you have said I would have been a servant of 'Ali

for as long as I would live."130

This conversation reveals the political motivation of both Sa'ad and Mu'awiya.

'Umar Ibn Sa'ad was very similar to Sa'ad in the sense that he was caught up against

Husayn(A) like his father against 'Ali. Both of them knew the status of Ahl al-Bayt but their

political and worldly goals led them to commit the worst atrocities. 'Umar Ibn Sa'ad was a resident

of Kufa. Ibn Ziyad sent 'Umar Sa'ad with his army to kill Husayn(A). Then he sent Shemr with him

and told him that if he doesn’t kill Husayn, you kill him and become the head of the army. 

'Umar Ibn Sa'ad used to report hadith and al-Ijli said he was a reliable Tabae'i. Ibn Mo'in

130Shafa al-Sudur Volume 1, Page 383



says, how can someone who killed Husayn be a reliable Tabae'i131.

He was killed in the year 67 by Mukhtar Ibn Abi-Ubaid al-Saqafi in Kufa.

Shemr Ibn Dhul Jawshan

Shemr was son of Dhul Jawshan. Dhul Jawshan's real name Aus Ibn al-'Awar. He was a

warrior and also called Sher Habil. He resided in Kufa132. The Prophet(P) saw him and asked him

why don’t you become a Muslim. He asked why. The Prophet(P) said “Because I see you active”.

He refused to accept Islam but when he heard that Prophet(P) was victorious in Makkah, he was

upset and regretted why he didn’t accept Islam earlier so he would have got some position. 

Shemr was a warrior like his father. He had a leprosy mark. Imam Jafar al-Sadiq(A) says

that some dreams could become true after 60 years. The Prophet saw in his dream that a dog with

leprosy would drink his blood and that happened with Shemr when he killed Husayn(A) after 60

years.

Mukhtar Ibn Abi Ubaida al-Saqafi was searching for Shemr after the event of Karbala to be

killed. He was captured and sent to Mukhtar in the year 66. Mukhtar boiled him in a pot of water.

The Liver Eater

The liver eater refers to Hind who was from Banu Umayya. She was wife of Abu Sufyan and

mother of Mua'wiya. Her father was Utba, son of Rabia, son of Abd al-Shams. She used to

encourage people against Prophet(P) in war of Uhud and she sent her slave named Wahshi to kill

the uncle of Prophet(P), Hamza. Hind came to the corpse of Hamza and took his liver out and tried

to eat it but couldn’t. She then cut out the body parts of Hamza and made a necklace and wore it.

This action made the Prophet(P) very upset. He said that Hind should be killed. After the victory of

131Tahzib al-Tahzib Volume 3, Page 227

132Usd al-Ghabat Volume 2, Page 172



Makkah, Abu Sufyan and Hind also accepted Islam but the Prophet(P) didn’t take revenge.

Abu Sufyan

Abu Sufyan's name is Sakh, son of Harith, son of Umayya. He was born ten years before the

year of elephant. He led the army against the Prophet(P) and participated in every move to destroy

Islam. He died in the year 30. Abu Sufyan became Muslim at the time of victory of Makkah. He

came with 'Abbas, the uncle of the Prophet(P). When people wanted to kill him, 'Abbas did not let

that happen. 

Once the Prophet(P) saw Abu Sufyan on a donkey with Mua'wiya leading him and another son following

him, the Prophet(P) said: "May Allah curse the rider, the one who is leading and the one who is

following"133

The Prophet(P) cursed Abu Sufyan on seven occasions: one is Taif, second in day of Ir, third

day of Uhad, fourth day of Ahzab, fifth day of Hudaiybia, sixth day of Jamal al-Ahmar and the

seventh is day of 'Aqaba.134

Mu'awiya Ibn Abi Sufyan

Mu'awiya, the son of Hind and Abu Sufyan became Muslim at the time of victory of

Makkah. Prophet(P) ordered him to be killed but he sought refuge with 'Abbas. 'Abbas brought him

to the Prophet(P) five months before he died and he became the scriber to the Prophet(P)135. 

Mua'wiya was the first to openly wage war against 'Ali(A). He refused to accept the

allegiance to 'Ali claiming that he was defending Uthman. Mua'wiya died in the year 39.

133Sharh Nahj al-Balagha Volume 15, Page 175

134Shafa al-Sudur Volume 2, Page 189

135Shafa al-Sudur Volume 2, Page 194



Yazid Ibn Mu'awiya

Yazid's mother was Maithun of Kalbi. There are different reports about his date of birth and

death. One of them is that he was born in the year 25 and died in 64. He used to have fun by playing

with monkeys, drinking and other illegal activities. The favorite poem of Yazid was:

Hashim have played with politics under the disguise of Wahi but there is no Wahi and there is no

Khabar

The worst of his atrocities was the involvement in the event of Karbala by ordering the killing of

Husayn(A)



Conclusion
ʻAshūrā’ is not just an event of the past that happened and can be forgotten. There are a lot

of lessons that can be derived from Ziyārat ʻAshūrā’. As followers of Ahl al-Bayt, we should use

this ziyārat as reference and a guide for our daily lives. A number of questions are answered by this

ziyārat. Some of them include:

• Why do Shi‘ahs curse? It is not a negative sentiment that we enjoy cursing people. Rather, it

is simply a way to show our rejection from the path that is unjust and rejecting all the people

who are unjust. 

• How should we protest against injustice? Whenever we want to help lead a struggle against

an unjust cause, we should not do it alone but have to seek the help of the leadership which

is based on right principles. Without the right leadership, people become tyrants and positive

action becomes negative even if the cause is just

Finally, despite all the calamities and sufferings that are put upon us, we should always be

thankful to Allah and praise Him for whatever He gives to us and lead our struggle patiently. We

thank Allah for providing us with the character Imam Husayn(A) as a role model and his martyrdom

as a lesson which gives us patience whenever we face difficult situations.
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